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OF 

WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11th, 1794. 



SIXTH DAY OF THE REPLY. 

(MR, BURKE.) 
MY LOUDS, 

VrOUR Lordships will recollect that we closed 
* -*- the last day of your proceeding in this 
trial, at a most interesting part of our Charge, 
or rather of our observations upon that Charge. 
We closed at that awful moment when we found 
the first women of Oude, pillaged of all their 
landed arid of all their riionied property, in short 
of all they possessed. We closed by reciting to 
you the false pretence on which this pillage was 
defended, namely, that it was the work of the 
Nabob, Now we had before proved to you, 
from evidence adduced by the Prisoner himself, 
that this Nabob" was a mere tool in his bands; 
and therefore if this pretence be true, it aggra- 
vates his guilt; for surely the forcing a son to 
Vol. XVI. B violate 



2 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 

violate the property of his mother must every 
where be considered a crime most portentous 
and enormous. At this point we closed; and 
after the detail which has been given you al- 
ready, of these horrible and iniquitous proceed- 
ings, some apology may perhaps be necessary 
for entering again into the rel^tS'tioa of this 
iniquitous pretence. 

My honourable Fellow-nianager who preceded 
me in this business, did, in his remarks upon 
the inference drawn by the Prisoner's Counsel 
from the seizure of the Begum's treasures by 
the Nabob, as evidence of their guilt, aai he 
ought to do — he treated it with proper contempt. 
\ CQP^ider it i^^ecicj to he ^a Iktl? ap evi^ge 
QJi iki^iT gwH a^ be dq^ aiid ^8 littlei a defence 
of tl\^t s?izur9 a,^ h^ d^e^. But I cpnsidf jr it 
19 ?flot;Ji^r *nd in a. mw light, na^ely,^ 93 a 
hf*V3( 8^ggra,v^ion of the; ftiso^w'sj crimes,, an4 
^f, ^ matter thftt viU \^ yw iotQ th^ Mrhol^ 
»5Wfit 9^ hi^govwntnei^t J wd I warn ywr Lqrd-r 
^ifts s^gainst. being imposed qa by ^va&]ioin^^ ^S 
VfMc^ if it wer^ possibles, fon you tQ ba th^ 
4hP^ XW wpul4 b? unfit to be judges, of the 
s|RaJlej5tf ms^tters in thft world, qivil or criminal. 

Xh^ fir^t obs^rvs^ljiQQ, whick: ][ sh^U beg le^cve 
%(^ if^^ tq ypuF Xipj;4sbip% is tl[ii§, tba»t the 
^l^ile (rf tl^*. proceedings ftoff^ beginwig to ^nd 
])^s. 1^9 ^ n^ys^ery oC iniquity, and that iu na 

part 
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jHtrt of them have the orders of the Cofriparty 
been regiided ; but on the contrary the i;rhole 
b^d been carried on in a secret and ciandestiAe 
omnner. 

It is tlecessary that your Lordships should be 
acquainted with the manner in which the cor- 
respondence of the Company's servants ought 
to be carried on and their proceedings regu- 
lated } Your Lordships, therefore, will please to 
hear read, the orders given concerning eorre- 
^Kxndence of every kind with the Country Powers. 
You will remember the period when these orders 
were issued, namely, the period at which thA 
Act pas^d for the better direction of the ser- 
vants of the Company. By this Act Mr. Has- 
tingd Was appointed to be Governour General, 
0nd the Court of Directors was required by that 
Act, to prepare orders and instructions, which 
Mn Hastings was required, by the same Act, to 
comply with. You will see what thede instruc- 
tfooa and orders were, and in what manner he 
has complied with them. 

Extract of general instructions te> the' Go* 
vemoiir General and Council, 29th of March 
177* :*****We direct that you assemble in Council 

twice every week, and that all the Members 

be duly summoned j that the correspondence 
«• with the Princes or Country Powers in India, 
'• be carried on by the Governour General onlyt 
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4 £p;S9CH IN TUZ 1WP£ACHMSNT 

** hnt^tJ^t »ll letters sent hy bira jbe first ,ap- 
•• prpvjecj in Council, and that hie lay before the 
*^ Council, at their next meeting, all letters 
received by him in the course of such corre- 
spondence, for their information.. We like- 
wise direct, th?it a copy of such parts of the 
country correspondence, be communicated to 
*• our Board of Trade, (to be constituted as 
** hereinafter mentioned), as may any ways 
." relate to the business of their department/* 
, You will observe, my Lords, two important 
<:;iicumstances in these instructions. First, that 
after the Board had regularly met, the Persian 
correspondence, kept by the Gqvernour only, 
.was to be communicated to the Council ; and 
ISfecoRdly, that he should write no answer to any 
p^rt of the business until he had previously con- 
sulted the Council upon it. Here is the law of 
rtie landj an order given in pursuance of an 
Act of Parliament. Your Lordships will consider 
ijpw Mr. Hastings comported himself with regard 
to those orders : for we charge it as a substantive 
crime, independent of the criminal presumptions 
s^rising fi-ora it, that he violated an Act of Par- 
liament, which imposed direct instruction^ upon 
hiin, as to the manner in which he was to conduct 
all matters of business with the Native Powers. 

My Lords, we contend strongly that all the 
positive rules and injunctions of the law, though 

they 



6p trAim^ nA^iVGi; tfid: A 

tjhey are tnerely positive and do not contain any 
thing but mere matters of regulation, shall be 
strictly observed. The reason is this, and a 
serious reason it is : — official tyranny and opjfires* 
sion, corruption, peculatfon, and bribery, are 
crimes so secret in their nature, that we can 
hardly ever get to the proof of them, without 
the assistance of rules, orders arid regulatfons of 
a positive nature, intended to prevent the' per- 
petration of these crimes, and to detect the 
' offender in case the crimes should be actually 
^ perpetrated. You ought therefore to presume^ 

* ..that, whenever such rules or laws are broken, 
\- these. criities are intended to be committed; for 
., ' you have fto means of security against the comr- 

• , .;4nission of secret crimes, bat by enforcing positive 
I'.Maws, the breach of Wbrch must be always'pfain, 
-•• .dj>6ii, attd direct. Such, for instance, is the 

•Spirit of thd laws, that* although you canrtot 
directly prove bribery or smuggling in a hundred 
cases wfctert' t^ii^ haVe been committed; you 
cW prbVe'whethcr the proJ>er documents, proper 
cockets^ proper' entries in regular offices have 
b^en observed and performed, or not. By thiese 
means you lock the door against bribery ; you 
lock the door agaitist corruption, against' smug-t 
gling, and contraband trade ; but how, by falling 
upon and attacking the offence ? NO, by falling 
upon and attacking the breach of the r^nlatitoh/ 

b3 You 
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You prove that the man broke the regulati<»i» 
and as he could have ilo other motive or Interest 
in breaking it, you presume that he broke it . 
fraudulently, and you punish the man not for 
the crime the regulation was meant to prevent^- . 
but you punish him for the breach of the re^\ ^ 
lation itself .• ' 

Next to the breach of these positive instrue-. 
tions, your Lordships will attend to the con- 
sequent concealment and mystery by which it * 
was accompanied. All government must, to. * 
preserve its authority, be sincere in its decla?;. * 
nations, and authentick in its acts. Whenever^' 
in any matter of policy there is a mystery, you . 
must presume a fraud ; whenever in any mattei* • 
of money there is concealment, you must pr^if. 
sume misconduct; you must therefore affix ywitfj 
punishment to the breach of the rule; otherwi^. • 
the conviction of puWick delinquents would ttfe* 
unattainable. y 

I have therefore put before you that rule- 
which he has violated; and we the Commons* ' 
call upon your Lordships to enforce that rule, 
and to avenge the breach of it. You have Qeen 
the consequences of breaking the rule ; and we 
have charged and do charge it as a heavy aggra^ 
ration of those consequences ; that instead of 
cotisukitig the Council, instead of laying the 
whole correspondence before them, instead of 

consulting 
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^rniMdtitig them u{>dn hk answidtii, he W6ttt hitfl^ 

ddf up ioto the country, took His Mttj^ttys 
Chkf Jostic« ^ong with hittt^ Md m^de thttC 
pjdTMft tbeifiiitrattieiitof thode wroi^fi^ vieldttCMi 
i^b^iM) and concealm^^nt^, whkh ^wt eaH 
U|ioii youi* Lord^ipd t6 punbh. 

My hotd^, m eittraordiimry dtcumstMA^ 
deciurred in the C6\xt^ o( out pi^oceeding^ iti 
atfiotber pl^ce^ which I must dtate td ih^w ycHi 
in what a horrible m^tin^r your law^ have be6il 
trampkd upon and despised. None of die pto- 
GMdingS whi<^h h^ve been last i^tated to yoilf 
L^rdsbip^y respecting the s^i^ure of the treaMre^ 
of the Begums, appear upon any pubiick r^c^^ 
wii^even From the manner in whidh they 
oam^ t^ our knowledg^^, your Ldrdsbip# will 
perceir^ wb^t muM have been the Priskm^^'i^ 
own opinion of the horrible nature of pro* 
c$e«dingsr whioh he thought so n^de^^s^y td^ hii 
concealed. 

iV^biht we weiia inquidng into the vi<rfen<6W 
ooMmitted Agdin^ t}^ Begums^ in bre^h of th« 
treaty entet^d into with them, there came into 
my kand^ m^ anonymout^ letteiS contatining * 
Mi account of sdi the matter whieh has^ l^y 
been stewed to you. It came anonyBe^usly^ clttd 
I did not know frnm what cjuarter it came. I di:^ 
not eten knn w with certainty at this hour. I ^y^ 
iMt with detain ty, ibt I enn 6nly fytiati » 

B 4 eonjecture. 
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cpnjecture. This anonymous communicatioa 
enabled us to produce all the correspondence 
with Mr. Middleton respecting the cruelties 
exercised towards the Begums and their eunuchs*- 
in order to extprt money. We fojind the names 
of Major Gilpin, and several other persons in 
these letters. We also found in them a stropg 
fox smell of a Sir Elijah Impey, that his brush 
and crime had left behind him ; we traced him 
by that scent ; and as we proceeded we dis- 
covered the footsteps of as niany of the wolves 
as Mr. Hastings thought proper ;to leave there. 
We sent for and examined Mr. Middleton, and 
Major Gilpin produced his correspondence. 
When vie applied to Mr. Middleton, \ve found 
that all this part of his correspondence had been 
torn out of his book. But having come at it by 
means of our anonymou$ communication we 
subsequently proved and establi3hed it, in the 
manner we have done, before your lordships. 
Here then you have important matter which this 
anonymous letter has brought to light } and 
otherwise the whole of this correspondence so 
essential to the interests and justice df Great 
Britain would have been concealed by thisi 
wicked man. Thus I say, his violation of a 
positive law would have remained undiscovered, 
if -mere accident had not enabled us to trace 
tl)iS; iniquity to its spurce. Therefore I begin 

our 
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ofir pitoceedings this' day, by stating to your 
Lordships this fact, and by calling upoti your 
justice to punish him for this violation of the 
laws^ of hiscountty. 

We*have told you who the instruments were, 
by which all this wickedness was committed, 
Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnson, persons who 
were sent as ambassadors to represent the in- 
terestii of the Company at the court of an 
independent Prince. Over this Prince they 
usurped an absolute power/ they even made use 
of British officers in his own service, and re- 
ceiving his pay, to enslave his person; and to 
force him to rob his kindred. These agents 
were aided by an English Chief Justice, sent 
under the authority ofan Act of Parliameht to 
represent the Sovereign Majesty of English 
justice } hnd to be a restraint upon the mis- 
conduct of the Company's servants. These arcs 
the instruments with which this man works*; 
We have shewn you his system ; we have shewn 
you his instruments j we will now proceed with 
the examination of the pretences upon which 
this horrid and nefarious act is attempted to be 
justified. We have not entered into this exami- 
nation for the sake of refuting things that want 
no refutation, but for the purpose of shewing 
you the spirit of the whole proceeding, and 
making it appear to your Lordships, as I trust 

it 
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it will appear, that the wicked act done t^ere hi 
not half so bad as the wicked defence made 
here. 

The first part of Sir Elijah Itnpey's commid«> 
sioniy as your Lordships will remember^ was to 
seize upon the Begums treasures. He had like^ 
wise another budget of instructions, which ha^ 
been discovered in the trunks of which your 
Lordships have heard, — secret instructions to 
be given by him to Mr. Middleton, for the fur* 
therance of this business. And that his office 
of Chief Justice should not lie dormant, he was 
commissioned to seek for affidavits, or written 
testimony from any persons, for the purpose of 
convicting these women of a design of atro- 
ciously revolting against their son, and deposing 
him from the government, with a view of get- 
ting rid of the English inhabitants^* This wttd 
the accusation ; — and the evidence to support 
it Sir Elijah Impey was sent to colleet. 

My Lords, I must here observe to your Lord- 
ships, that there is no act o£ violence which, 
merely as an act of violence, may not in^ some 
sort be borne; because an act of violence in-^ 
fers no principle : it infer* nothing but a mtH 
mentary impulse of a bad mind, proceedfng, 
without law or justice, to the execution of its 
object. For at the same time that it pays no* 
regard to law, it does not debauch it ; it dMH 

not 
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not wrest it to its puiposes. The law disre- 
garded, stili exists ; and hope still exkts in the 
su^rer, that, when law shall be resorted to, vio- 
lence will cease, and wrongs will be redressed ; 
but whenever the law itself is debauched, and 
enters into a COTrupt coalition with violence, 
robbery, and wrong, then all hope is gone; 
md then it is not only private persons that 
snfifer, but the law itself when so corrupted is 
often perverted into the worst instrument of 
fraud and violence. It then becomes most 
odious to mankind, and an infinite aggravation 
of every injury they suffer. 

We have therefore in our Charge strongly 
reprobated Sir Elijah Impey's going to take 
such affidavits— Oh, but they say a judge may 
take an affidavit, in his chamber privately, and 
he may take an affidavit, though not exactly in 
the place of his jurisdiction, to authenticate a 
bond, or the like. We are not to be cheated by 
words* It is not dirty shreds of worn out parch- 
ments, the sweepings of Westminster Hall, that 
shall serve us in place of that justice upon which 
the world stands* Affidavits ! We know that in 
the language of our courts, affidavits do not 
signify a body of evidence to sustain a criminal 
charge, but are generally relative to matter in 
process collateral to the charge, which, not 
coming before the jury, are made known to 

die judge by way of affidavit. 

But 
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But was it fever heard, or will it be bome> 
that St person exercising a judicial office under 
JHis Majesty should walk beyond the sphere of 
his jurisidiction? That he should desert the sta- 
tion in which he was placed for the protection 
of the natives, and should march to such a 
place as LuckooW in order to take depo^tions 
for criminating persons in that country, without 
so much as letting these poor victims know one 
article in the depositions so taken? These de* 
positions, my Lord^, were made to criminate ; 
they were meant to justify a fbi*feiture ; and are 
not in the nature of. those voluntary affidavits 
which, whether made within jurisdiction or 
without, whether made publicly or privately, 
signify comparatively nothing to the cause. I 
do not me^ tp M^i that ariy process of any 
^urt has not its weight when the matter ii 
within it in the prdinafy codrsfe of proceedings ; 
it is the ext^ordinary caur^A, the extrajudicial 
conduct wbii;h divests it of that just weight it 
otherwise would havet 

This Chief Justice goes to Lucknow, where 
he holds his court,; such as it was. He is ready- 
to authenticate any process, by the signature of 
The English Chief Justice, in a court which he 
holds by night ; in a court which he holds in 
darkness and ^ecrecy^ He holds his co.urt in 
Fyzabad: he holds it unknown to the Nabob of 
Oude, in his own capital, and without giving him 

the 
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the least knowledge of or any notice of what he 
was proceeding to do. He holds it at the 
lodgings of Colonel Morgan, a pensioner of the 
Nabob, and the person assisting him is Mr. Mid- 
dleton, who is likewise, as we have proved to 
you, one of the Nabob's pensioners, a monopo- 
lizer of trade in the country, and a person who 
received much the major part of his emoluments 
from the Nabob's hands. 

In that clandestine manner, in the Nabob's 
own house, in his own capital city, in the lodging 
of his dependent and pensioner Colonel Morgan, 
with no other witness that we know of, than 
Mr. Middleton, was this iniquitous, dark pro- 
cedure held, to criminate the mother of the 
Nabob. We here see a scene of dark mysterious 
contrivance; let us now see what is brought out 
in the face of open day. The attestations them- 
selves, which you have seen on the record before 
you. They were brought outj where? there? 
No } they were brought out in another place ; 
they were brought out at Calcutta ; but were 
never communicated to the Nabob. He never 
knew any thing of the matter. Let us now see 
vih&.t those attestations were : your Lordships 
will bear in mind that I do not advert to this 
thing, which they bring as evidence, in the way 
of imputation of its being weak, improper, and 
insufficient evidence, but as an incontrovertible 

proof 
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proof of crkaes, and of a sjstematick design to 
ruin the accused party, by force there and by 
chicane here; these are the principles upon 
which .1 am going to talk to you upon this 
abominable subject ; of which, I am sorry to say, 
I have no words sufficient to express my horrour. 
No words can express it; nor can any thing; but 
the severity of your Lordships judgments find 
an adequate expression of it. It is not to b^ 
expressed in words, but in punishment* 

Having stated before whom the evidence c<il- 
kcted in this body of affidavits was taken, I shall 
BOW state who the persons were that gave \t\ 
they were those very persons who were guilty ^ 
robbing and ruining the whole country : yes, my 
Lords, the very persons who had been accused 
of this in the mass, by Mr. Hastings hinksell^ 
They were nothing less than the whole body of 
those English officers, who were usurping the 
office of farmers general, and other lucrative 
offices in the Nabob's governmenti and whose 
pillage and peculations had raised a revolt of 
the whole kioiigdom against themselves* These 
persons are here brought in a mass to clear them^ 
selves of this chaige, by criminating other per- 
sons, and clandestinely imputing to them the 
effect of their own iniquity* 

. But supposing these witnesses to be good for 
anything, supposing it fit that the least attention 

should 
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aboutd be paid them; the natter of their testi- 
mony may very possibly be true without crimi* 
JMtiDg the Begum ; it criminates Saadit Ali 
Khan, the brother of the Nabob j the woird 
Jg^um i3 iiever mentioned in the criminaticm 
bu(t in conjunction with his, and much the 
greater part of it criminates the Nabob himself 
^Qw, my Lords, I will say, that the matter of 
Qime affidavits, forgetting who the deponents 
were» may possibly be true, as far as respects 
Saadit Ali Khan ; but that it is utterly as impro* 
bahle, which is the main point and the stress of 
the thing, with respect to the Begums, as it is 
tmposoiUe with respect to the Nabobs That 
&adit Ali, being a military mant^ a man ambl* 
tuws: and a$p»*ing to greatness should take 
advantage of ti^ abuses of the English govern* 
oeieiMtaiid of the discontent of the country, that 
hie should I say raise a revolt against his brother, 
Wi V(^y possible ; but it is scarcely within possi* 
bititywtha^: the n^olher of the Nabob i^ould have 
^ned. m\h the illegitimate son against her legi* 
timale, ^uqi% I can only say that in human affairs, 
tfaer^ k the possibility of truth in this. It is 
pMsihle she might wish to depose her legitimate 
MIS,, ber csaiky legitimate son, and ta depo&e him 
fpr tikd saket of a bastard aon^f her huaband'sv 
to eialdr.htm at the espeisuseof tliefocmer, and 
to eiali of cooise the motliear of that baistard 

at 
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at her own expence, and to her own wrong. 
But I say, that this, though possible, is grossly 
improbable. The reason why the Begum is im- 
plicated in .this charge with Saadit Ali, by the 
affidavits, cannot escape your notice. Their 
jown acquittal might be the only object of the 
deponents, in their crimination of the latter: 
but the treasures of the former were the objects 
of their employers, and these treasures could 
not be come at but by the destruction of the 
Begums. 

But, my Lords, th^re are other affidavits, or 
whatever your Lordships may call them, that 
go much further. In order to give a colour to 
the accusation, and make it less improbable^ 
they say, that the Nabob himself was at the 
bottom of it ; and that he joined with his bro<* 
ther and his mother to extirpate out of his domi* 
nions that horrible grievance, the English brir 
gade officers ;— those English officers who were 
the farmers general, and who, as we have provefl 
by Mr. Hastings's own evidence, had ruin^ 
the country. Nothing is more naturalr tba» 
that a man, sensible of his duty^to himself Md 
his subjects, should form a scheme to get rid 
of a band of robbers, that were destroying his 
country, and degrading and ruining his family*- 
Thus, you see, a family compact naturally ai^' 
counted for. The Nabob at the head of it} 

his 
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Jas lAOtbef joining lier own son, and a natural 
tbratber joining in the general interests of the 
family. Tliis is a possible case. But is this the 
case pressed by them ? No, they pass shghtly 
over the legitimate son. They scarcely touch 
upon Saadit Ali Khan ; they sink the only two 
persons that could give probability or possibility 
to this business, and endeavour to throw the 
whole design upon these two unfortunate 
women. 

Your Lordships see the wickedness and base- 
ness o£ the contrivance. They first, in order to 
keep the whole family in terrour^ accuse the 
whole family ; then having possessed themselves 
of the treasures of the Begums upon another 
pretence, they endeavour to fix upon them that 
improbable guilt which they had with some 
d^ree of probability chained upon the whole 
family, as a farther justification of that spolia- 
tion. Your Lordships will see what an insult is 
<^red to the Peers of Great Britain, in pro- 
dueiag before you, by way of defence, such 
grosst scandalous, and fraudulent proceedings. 

Who the first set of witnesses were, which 
they produced before their knight errant Chief 
Justice Sir Elijah Impey, who watidi^red in 
search of a law adventure, I have laid open to 
your Lordships. You have now had an account 
pf the scandalous manufacture of that batch of 

Vol. XVL C affidavits 
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4Skdwite which was m the budget of SSf Elijah 
Impey } that Pandora's l;)ox wkicb I have opened, 
*atxil out of which has issued every kind of eviL 
Thi9 Chief Justice went up ther^ with the. death 
warrant of the Brums', traasuires, and, for aught 
4i€ k;new, the death warrant of their persoqs. 
\(Lt the s^me time that he took these affidavstie^ 
lie became himself a witness in this business ; 
lie appears as a witness; H<)w? I>]d he k«iow 
any one circumstance of the rebellion ? No, he 
4oes not even pretend to do so. But, says he, 
in my travels 1 was obliged to avoid Fysahad; 
ijpon account of the suspected rebellion tbeci^ 
^Another Chief Justice would have gone fifty 
miles about to avoid Luck now, for every body 
knows that l^^ucknow was the focus apd centre 
^extortion, corruption, and peculation ;i^d 
that a worse i^r for the lungs of a Chief Justice 
iiould not be found in the world* If his lungs 
wanted the benefit of pure air, he would even 
have put himsdf in the focus of a rebellion^ to 
have kept at a distance from the smell of earrion 
and putrid corruption of every kind that was^^ 
Lucknow. 

A Chief Justice may go. to a place where a 
rebellion is raging, he may die a martyr to Jiis 
honour. But a Chief Justice who puts hknself 
into the focus of peculation^ into thefocuaof 
Ibribery, into the focus of every thing that is 

base 
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iNoe and corropt; vilak ^ah W0 «x^et fi'MM 
kim bttt that he w31 be^fng»g«d m dsttdeiitiilitf 
job« thereat The fdrme^ migiit kill Sir EKjall 
Impey^' tise: kmght ettMtr bu6 tte Chi^f JuMkif 
w&M teoimk |mre dnd entire; whereas Sii< 
Elijah Impey has escaped fMM Lucktiew, and 
tlieChtef Justice is left by Mr* Ha9biDg« tc^ shift 
for himself* 

After meotioning tibis viodatiof} df the laws of 
hospitality by Sir Elijah Indpey^ I would ask^ 
¥fas any notice given by him, or by atiy of 
Mr^ Hastings's agents, to the Nabob, who wasr 
so immediately interested in this matter ? Was 
smy notice given to the Begums, that any such 
charge was entertained ag^nst them ? NottK 
woifd. Was it notified to- the eunuchs? WsA 
it txjt Saadit Ali Kban^ ? Not u word ; they were 
iH within: their power. The eunuchs were tt 
year in inmi^ and they were subjected to^ the 
want of food and wat^, for a part of that year. 
They were dragged from Fyzabad to Lucknow; 
and ftomlfttdoiow to Fyzabad. Durii^g all 
tliitt timev was there a^ word mentioned to theni 
by asiy one person on the part of Mr. Hastings^ 
that ^ey were accused of thi^ matter? Not 
a word. 

: We-now submit to yotir LordshipsWindicftivc^ 

jostice^and cmdemnation^this recriminatory de^ 

feno^. in which evei^^ principle^ of justice ha^ 

« . . c 2 been 
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Veen violated ; and now I will ask yodr Lord- 
ships, whether you would have suffered such 
f procedure in the case of the Prisoner at your 
bar ? It was asked by a person of great authority 
in this -House, when we were going to produce 
certain evidence against Mr. Hastings, (we do 
not say whethef we offered to produce it properly 
or improperly, that is another matter) we werfe 
Hsked, I say, whether our intentions of producing 
that evidence had been communicated to Mr. 
Hastings ? Had he had an opportunity of cross- 
examining the witnesses who h$id given that 
evidence? No; he added, that evidence must 
be rejected. Now I say to your Lordships, 
upon the same ground, deal with the Begums as 
you dealt with Mr. Hastings. Do not keep! twa 
weights and measures for different persons in the 
same cause. You would not suffer siich evidence, 
to be produced against him ; you will not as- 
suredly suffer such evidence to be produced to 
you in his favour and against them. 

My Lords, the cause between this mata and 
these unfortunate women is at* last come into 
Westminster Hall. The cause is come to a so- 
lemn trial : and We demand other witnessies and 
other kinds of proof than what these affidavits 
furnish. My Lords, the persoils who have been 
examined here are almost all of them the same 
pensons who made tl^iese affidavits j but there is 

this 
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ibis .material .difference in their evidence. At 
your Xx)rd$hips bar tbey sunk all those parts of 
their former evidence which criminated the 
Nabob and Saadit Ali» and confined their testi- 
mony wholly to what related to the Begums. 
We : were obliged, by a cross examination, to 
squeeze out (^them the disavowal of what thej 
had deposed on the former occasion. The 
whole of their evidwice we leave to the judg* 
ment of your Lordships, with these summary 
remarks,—first» that they are the p^^ona who 
were to profit by their own wrong : they are the 
persons who had seven months arrears paid to 
them put of the, money of these unfortunate 
ladies ; they are the persons who, to justify the 
revolt which they had caused in the country 
by their robbery, charge their own guilt upon 
pthers. The credibility of their evidence is 
therefore gone ; but, if it were not affected by 
these circumstances, Mr. Hastings has put an 
end to it by telling you, that there is not one pf 
them who is to be credited upon his oath) no, 
not .wa court martial ; and can it therefore be 
expected,, that in a case of peculation, they will 
clo otherwise than acquit the party accused? 
He has iiimself laid before you the horrible 
state of the whole service ; your Lordships have 
it fresh in, your memories, and ringhig in your 
.ewft* You .havis also heard from witnesses 

c 3 brought 
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btought by Mc. Haatings himself^ that tkesfc 
«9l4ijef $ committed misdemeanours of the verf 
Mine kind with those which we have stated. 
They ought not therefore to be listened to for 
a moment ; and we aver that it is an aggrav^ti^ 
af the Prisoner's crimes, th^t he has brought 
the instruments of his guilt, the persons of iHbom 
be has . complained as having ruined and de^ 
strayed that country, and whom he had en^ged 
%t the Nabc^^s desire, in the tx^aty of C^hunai\ 
to aend out pf the country, as being a aiiisanee 
in it; to bring, I say, these people here; to 
critninate, at a distance of nine thousand miles^ 
these unfortunate women, wiiere th^ have 
neither attorney or agent who can from locid 
icnowledge cross^xamine them. He has the 
audacity to bring these people here} and in 
what manner they comport themselves when 
ihey come here, your Lordships hav, seeto. ' 

Th^re is one of them whom we cannot pass 
by ; that is Captain Gordon. The other wit- 
pess^s, who appqared here as evidences to eli- 
minate the Begums, did it by rumours and hear^- 
isays. They had heard some person say t^at 
the Begums liad enc6ij|raged rebellion, always 
coupling them with Saadit Ali Khan, and somd- 
times with the Nahpb, because there might 
have b^n ^ome probability for th^ir charge in 
the transaddoits with Saadit ikii Xhan, which, 

5 - '5 though 



though Impossible with reg^d to the Begums, 
they thought wcmld iihplicat^ him in his designs. 
But Captain Gordon is to ^ivd ft different ac- 
eount of the proceedings 

Captam Gordon was one of Colonel Hannajr^js 
under-farmers — he. was hunted out of the 
eoiihtiy, and» as one of the Begums says, pur- 
sued by a thousand of the Zemindars, for robbing 
the whole country. This woman, through re^ 
spect to tibe British n^me, that name whi<^ 
guaranteed her possessions to her, recdves this 
Captain Gordon and Captain Williams with every 
insurk of i^ndness, hospitality, and protection, that 
could be given them. She conveys them from the 
borders to the city of Fyzabad^ and from Fyza- 
bad, her capital^ supposed to be the nest of her 
rebellioni on to tiheir place of destination. They 
both write her letters full of expressions of 
gratitude suad kindness for the services that they 
had received. They then pslss on to Luchnow 
to Sir Elijah Impey, and there they sink every 
Word of kindness-^of any service or protection 
that they had received j-^or of stoy acknow- 
ledgment that they had ever made of it. They 
sink all thisr not on0 word of it appears in 
their affidavits 

How tb#n did we come to the knowledge of 
it? .We got it frotii Majfor Gilpinr t^ho wa^ 
examined in th^ course ^ <befi$ ^roc€»dirig^» 
: « c 4 and 
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and we used it in our Charge, from the papers 
that we hold in our hands, Mr. Hastings has 
confes3ed the faCt^ and Mr. Middleton has en- 
deavoured to slur it over, but could not com- 
pletely conceal itt We have establish^ the fact^ 
and it is in evidence before your Lordships, 

You have now then, in this manner, got these 
testimonials given by English officers in favour 
of these worpen ; and by the same means the 
letters of the latter accusing the former are 
come to your hands; and now these same English 
Officers come here with their recriminatory 
accusation. Now, why did they not. make it at 
Lucknow ? Why did not Mr. Hastings, when 
Mr. Middleton had such papers for him in his 
hands, why, I ask, did not Mr. Hastings pro* 
cure some explanation of the circumstances 
whilst he was in India ? I will read youi: Lord* 
ships the letter, that you may not only know» 
but feel the iniquity of this business. 



Letter from the Mother of the Vizier to 
Mr. Hastings, received the 6th of January 
1782. 

Our situation is pretty well, and your good 
health is constantly prayed for. I had sent 
** Behar Ali Khan to you. Accordingly people 
«* invented a falsehood, that Behar Ali vKhan 
" was gone to get the deputyship of the Soubah » 

and 



it 



: -OF WABBEN HASTOGS, EM^ H^ 

'<< and some persons here were sayii^ wlieie* 
/< fore has she sent Behar Ali Khan to Calcatta 
'' to the Nawab Amaud ul Dowlah ? We will 
'^ neyer permit the affidr to succeed: andac> 
** eofdiogly it has so happened. For they saj, 
^^ that you also have not put your seal to the 
** tres^ty: and the people here say, why does 
'< the noble lady correspond with the EngliA 
*^ gentlemen ? On this account, I did not send 
'' a letter at the time when you came this way. 
^' Now the state of affiurs here is thus ; — Ob 
^< the 27th Zeh^ja, Azoph ul Dowlah Behadur, 
** without my knowledge, sent his own aumils 
'* into my jaghire. I accordingly wrote several 
'^ times to Mr. Middleton on this business ; that 
^* his seal was to the treaty and writing of dis- 
'* chafge; Why did he not n^otiate in my 
^y favour? Mr. Middleton replied, the Nawab 
'* is the master. I wrote frequently, but with« 
** out effect. Being helpless I r^resent to 
'^ you the state of my affiurs, that notwithsfand« 
*^ idg the existence of this treaty^ I have been 
** treated in this manner. It is useless for me 
** to stay here. Whatever is, is a compact; 
** when^v^ ^dy one deviates firom his compact^ 
** he mtets with no Credit for the future } and 
^* the light cf min< eyes, Asoph ul Dowlah, 
** wrote to me^ that he had sent his own annuls 
^^ into my jfighire^ and would pay ready money 

from 
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the tnidi of this charge; and she produced 
testimonials of their good behaviour to kun ; luid, 
what is the essential point of all, she desires 
Mn fastings to apply to this Mr, John Gordon, 
and to know from him what truth or falsehood 
there is in that accusation, and what weight 
there is in the attestation she produces. *^ Mr. 
Gordon is now present/' says she, *' ask him 
yourself of these matters.'* This reasonable 
request was not complied with. Mr. Gordon 
swears before Sir Elijah Impey, to the robbery; 
but he never mentions the paper he had written; 
in which he confessed that he owed his life to 
this very lady. No inquiry was made into this 
matter. Colonel Hannay was then alive ) 
Captain Gordon was alive and she refers to him ; 
yet that very man was sworn before Sir Elijah 
Impey, and accuses his prisoner. Did the 
prisoner at your bar make that attestation known 
to the Begums, whose letter at that very time 
Was in his possession in Mr. Scott's trunk-^that 
very letter in /which he is desired to make the 
inquiry from Captain Gordon ? 

Mr. Hastings is acquainted with the. facts 
stated by the Begums and with Captain Gori- 
don's accusation. Did he afterwards in£mn her 
of this accusation, or did he ask this Captain 
Gordon one question in India, where the tnatter 
might be ventilated ? Not one word idy L«rds i 

therefore 



*^ fliatters in detafl : die tnMh will then becomt 
^ known, how ill foonded tbe dlumny is» 
^ Should you come here for m few days it will 
^ be very weU* and if not, I will wait on yoa ; 
^ and yoor conung here » veiy necessary, that 
^ ^ my afiairs m^ become arrai^ped. And 
** send a speedy amwer to my letters, And a let« 
^^ ter to Az(t^ ul Dowlah, and Mr. Middleton^ 
^' and Hussein Rdza Khan, and Hyder Beg 
f^ Khan, . on the subject of ceasing to aaolest 
f\ray jagfaires; and send me constantly newa 
M of your health, for my peace of mind depends 
*• thereon.* 

Tfak letter was transmitted to Mr. Hastings; 
\ deare your Lordships will remark upon 
this letter, for it is a most important oa^ 
indeed. It is hardly worth obserring that 
all tins' corr^pondence came out of the yarious 
trunks ^ of ^hich your Lordships have already 
heaifdi and that this letter is out of the trunk 
bi Mf» Hastings's private Persian secretary and 
interpreter Mr. Jonathaii Scott. NoW| my 
Lords, in this letter there are several things 
worthy of your Lordships observation. The 
first is» that this woman is not conscious . of 
having ever been accused of any rebellion ; ' this 
only^ accusation that ever oan\e to her ears was# 
that Captain Gordon said, that hii^ baggage had 
been osobbed by one of hei^ aumik. She de|)ies 

t :•:: the 
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the truth of this charge; and she produce* 
testimonials of their good behaviour to him ; and. 
what is the essential point of all, she desires 
Mr. Hastings to apply to this Mr, John Gordon^ 
and to know from him what truth or falsehood 
there is in that accusation, and what weight 
there is in the attestation she produces, ** Mr. 
Gordon is now present/' says she, ** ask him 
yourself of these matters." This reasonable 
request was not complied with. Mn Gordon 
swears before Sir Elijah Impey, to the robbery} 
but he never mentions the paper he had written; 
in which he confessed that he owed his life to 
this very lady. No inquiry was made into this 
matter. Colonel Hannay was then alive \ 
Captain Gordon was alive and she refers to him; 
yet that very man was sworn before Sir Elijah 
Impey, and accuses his prisoner. Did the 
prisoner at your bar make that attestation known 
to the Begums, whose letter at that very time 
Was in his possession in Mr. Scott's trunk-^that 
very letter in which he is desired to make the 
inquiry from Captain Gordon ? 

Mr. Hastings is acquainted with the. facts 
stated by the Begums and with Captain Gor^ 
don's accusation. Did he afterwards inform her 
of this accusation, or did he ask this Captain 
Gordon one question in India, where the matter 
might be ventilated ? Not one word niy Lords i 

therefore 
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iherefore we fix upon him fraud, deceit, and 
the production of false evidence, after the 
woman had desired to have the man, who was the 
evidence against her, examined upon the spot. 
This he does not do, but with much more 
inrodence he brings him here. And for what? 
To discredit his own testimony, and the writ- 
ten evidence. And how does he discredit them? 
-~tliere are two of these papers, which I beg 
lewe to read to your Lordships. ' 

Copy of a letter to Jewar and Behair Ali 
Khan, from Mr. Gordon: — <<Sirs. My indulgent 
^* fi*iends, remain under, &c. &c. &c. After 
^^compliments, I have the pleasure to inform 
^^ ybu, that yesterday, having taken leave of 
^ you^ I passed the night at Noorgunge, and 
^sn^t morning, about ten or eleven o'clock, 
** through your favour and benevolence, arrived 
'* safi^ at Oooudah. Mur Aboo Buhsh Zemin- 
^^dar and Mur Rustum Ally accompanied 
«^me.?^ 

'^To what ^tent can I prolong the praises 
** of you my beneficent friends ? May the Su- 
<* preme Being, for this benign, compassionate, 
^^humatie action, have you in his keeping, and 
^increase your property, and speedily grant me 
^ thel^leasure of an interview, until which time 
^^^ontwue to favour me with friendly letters, 
^Mtkd oblige me by any commands in my power 

•♦to 
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f* to e%eeiAe i mtky your wiftbes be ev^r 

f* with succ^s 1 My complimentSj*' ke. Ace ice. 

* Copy of aa address from Mr. Gordon to the 
^guni:— ^' Begum Saibof eXaHed dignity and 
M gl^neroaity, whom God preseirve. After pre- 
^ Muting the usuat professions of servitude, ka 
5* iu^the cuatonMuy mannert my address is pee- 
^ sented-'' 

• ** ypur gracious letter, in answer to the peti- 
** tion of your servant,, from Gooudah, exalted 
^^ me» From the contentSi I became unspeak- 
<* ably impressed with the honour it conferred. 
<V May the Almighty protect that royal purity, 
^* and bestow happiness, increase of wealth and 
^* prosperity. The welfare of your servant is 
<< intirely owing to your favour and benevolence; 

V a few days have elapsed since I arrived at 
^* Gooudahi with the Colonel SaibJ' 

. ** This is presented for your highnesses infor- 
** mation, I cherish hopes from your generosity, 
** that considering me in the light of one Ofyour 
<^ servanta, always coAtinue to exalt and honour 
\[ me with your gracious letters^ May the sun 

V of pros^rity continually shine/* 

T|iese acknowledgments of the Begum"^ 
friendly disposition and services wiere concealed, 
when the charge was made against this womanat 
][;«ucknpw before Sir Elijah Impey : I wish to im^ 
psesa thia upon ypm Lordahips! mindf and that 
; before 



befera Mr. Hastily left Bengal, m the tnink of 
Major Scott, hia pcivate Persua aiteq>P^er, ww 
thisiktter. T>id hr makr that inqnirj- of riptMB 
Gordon^ Na Did he wake that iaqiarx of 
Colcmel Haonay? Did he aake anj ioqoirf 
into the auitter after his perusal of these lettefs^ 
or did he give this poor woman any opportuni^ 
of obtataing justice against this Captain GordoDt 
whOf after acknowledging that he oived his h£6 
to her fiivour, caliimniates and traduces her to 
her utter destructioD? No» he nerer did, and 
therefore he is diargeahle» and I chaige him with 
every thing diat is wrongful in Captain Gordon's 
evidence. 

These p2q>ers, which carry with them a clear 
refutation of all the chaiges against the BegumSy 
aranetver.once produced, though Captain Gordon 
was referred to expressly for inquiry and expla« 
nation of the whole transactiou, by the woman 
hersel£ You hear nothing of diem ; there is no 
^pearance of them in the affidavits; no such 
pqpers. w«re laid before the Supreme Council } 
none were transmitted to the Court of Directocs: 
but at last t^e House o£ Commons having come 
at the truth of this matter, Mr. Hastings, not 
daring to deny the existence of these papers^ 
brings Captain Gordon to be examined here, in 
order to prove that papers which he had himself 
wrktan were false, l&thisto betdlerated? What 

wUl 
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will your Lordships think of a man that comes to 
attest his own infamy ; to declare that he has 
written papery containing falsehoods, and to 
invalidate the false testimony which he had he^ 
fore given ? Is he to be suffered, I say, to comd 
here, and endeavour to prove the absolute falsity 
of his own deeds, by his own evidence ? 

The next point for your Lordships' const^ 
deration, is the evidence which he produces to 
prove the falsity of a paper written by himself 
^hy, he himself is the sole evidence. And how 
does he prove it ? Why, says he, the reason <^ 
my writing that letter was this, she had sent a 
person with me as an escort, and this person was 
desirous of receiving some proof that he . had 
done his duty; and, therefore, I wrote iiodAi^ 
plaisant letter. I meant nothing by it^r ^ Mmfs 
written merely to satisfy the mindof^thenmrn 
Now, is that the way in which formal and solemn 
letters, written upon great occasions toi great 
people, are to be explained away? If heiln^ 
said nothing but — your servant^^-sucb a one, has 
done his duty, — this explanation might passi 
But, you see, it has another complexions^ iilt 
speaks of his owing his life to hen But if you 
admit that it is possible, (for possibilities havecas 
unknown extent,) that he wrote such a letter at 
such a time, and for such a purpose ; and i tbat^ 
the letter he wrote was false, and that the falsitjr 

of 
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f^ the letter is piwied by Im ^w. ■ j^ 

given in an affidavit, wiiidi ve hne aho leann 
to believe ia false, jour Ijoniships aust tt Att 
aametime admit, that it is one of the nM»t com 
jiesL pieces a£ fraud and fidsehood that I b eb e te 
ever existed in the wchIcL But it is worae than 
all this. There is another letter, written soaie 
days after, which I will read to tou, and which 
he his not pretended to say was written only to 
testify that a messenger had executed his com- 
mission properly : — *' Your gracious letter," (he 
thus writes,) — *^ in answer to the petition of 
your servant from Gooudah, exalted me. fVom 
the contents, I became unspeakably impressed 
with the honour it conferred.'' 
' My Lords, this letter was not sent back by a 
messenger, in acknowledgment of his having 
done^ his doty ; but was written in consequence 
of a ^correspondence in the nature of a petition, 
for something or other, which he made to the 
B^um* Ihat petition they have suppressed and 
sunk, it is piain, however, that the petition h^d 
been'sead, and was granted ; and therefore th6 
i^logy that is made for the former letter does 
not *appiy^ to this letter, which was written af);er- 

^^Hmrtl^en d^'th^ attempt to get rid of this 
difficaliQ^^ Why, sayn Captain Gordon; "* iht 
CofyMi* iSbl^r (bf w mettnt Coldtiel 

^ Vol. XVI. D Hannay) 
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4 

Hannay) was not at Gooudah, as stated in the 
letter, but at Succara, about eighteen miles 
from it, and therefore you ought not to pay 
much regard to this paper :" but he does not 
deny the letter, nor was it possible for him to 
deny it. He says, Colonel Hannay was not 
there ; but how do we know whether Colon^ 
Hannay was there or not ? We have only his 
own word for it, — but supposing he was not 
there, and that it was clearly proved that he 
was eighteen miles distant from it. Major Naylor 
was certainly with Captain Gordon at the time. 
Might not his Persian' scribe (for he does not 
pretend to say he wrote the letter himself) take 
Major Naylor for a. colonel (for he was the 
superior officer to Captain Gordon) and think 
hiin the Colonel Saib ? fpr errours of that kiad 
may be committed in our own country. Every 
day we may take a major for a lieuteuant 
colonel. This was an errour that might easily 
have happened in such a case. He was in as 
high rank as Colonel Hannay, for Colonel Han- 
nay at that time was only a major ^ I do not be^ 
lieve either of them was properly entitled to t^ 
name of Colonel Saib. I am ashamed, my Lprdflb 
to be obliged to remark upon this prevaric^tioik 
Their own endeavours to get rid of their 0wn 
ij^itten acts, by contradictory evidence ailii f^jbfp 
cwdtructionsy sufficiently dear these women jci 

the 



tbe ciJMii of mmck ihpr were accnaai ; wti I 
may nov wk. tae IVaaoer jc toot buw s^nr bur 
dares to ptnAanr Opcass Gociiya (iiae ;^ — biw 
he dares tbB to iwofil dae fc g g — hiw be danes 
thus toimok the pdUkk jixick^ of hb counfirir ; 
9iber not haiin^ dared to iaipixre opoa the ^spo^ 
of this man to whom he was reierred br the Be- 
giims^ for an a c coom of ti» vetr traosactioa ? 

I hope jour Lofdships have got enough of 
this hind dt evidence. AQ the rest b of the 
same batdiy and of the same description ; made 
up of nothii^ but hearsaTs, e3[cept in one par- 
ticokr osij. This I shall now mention to your 
Lorddnps ; Colonel Popham and another gen* 
tl^nan have told you, that in a battle with 
Gheit Singes forces, they took prisoners two 
wounded nudjeeves or swordmen, and that these 
men told them, that they were sent there by the 
Begums : that they had got two rupees and two 
wotmds, but that they thought two rupees a bad 
cotnpensation for two wounds. These two men, 
with their two wounds and two rupees, had how- 
ever been dismissed. It does not appear that this 
accident was considered by these officers to be 
of consequence enough to make them ever tell 
one word of it to Mr. Hastings, though they 
knew he was collecting evidence of the disaf- 
fectipQ of the Begums, of all kinds, good, bad, 
and in(}iff^r€int| from all sort$ of persons* 

D 2 My 
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My Lords, I must beg leave to say a few 
words upon this matter; because I consider it 
as one of the most outrageous violations of your 
Lordships' dignity, and the greatest insult that 
was ever offered to a court of justice. A nudj^eeve 
IS a soldier armed with a sword* It appear^ in 
evidence that the Nabob had several corps of 
nudjeeves in his service ; that the Begums hatd 
some nudjeeves ; and that Colonel Hann^ Jiad 
a corps of nudjeeves. It is well known thbt 
every prince in Hindostan has soldiers of that 
description, in like manner probably- aS the 
princes of Europe have their guards. The wbole 
then atnounts to this; that a story told bjitwo 
men who were wounded in an actioi^ fai' ftwti 
the place from which they were supposed 'to 
come ; who were not regularly examined ;-tfOt 
cross-examined; hot even kept for exammatfoii, 
and whose evidence was never reported, iff to 
be a reason why you are to believe that th^ 
Begums were concerned in a rebellibn '■ lageUnst 
their son, and deserved to forfeit all their iaaids 
and goods, and to suffer the itid^nities that "We 
have stated. '^ ' t^M i* .. 

My Lords, I am really ashaMed to t^iefitioii 
so scandalous a thing ; but let us put U dH^, 
let us suppose, that we had adciil^ed' Itfr. 
Hastitigs of instigating the Rajah of Berai^ to 
fall upon some of the country powers; and that 

the 
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the evidence we produced at your bar to prove 
it, wiui that an officer had taken two nudjeeves^ 
who declared they were instigated by Mr* 
Hastings to go into the service of that Rajah ; 
Could you bear such a thing ? would you suffer 
such evidence to be produced ? or do you think 
that we should have so little regard for our 
own reputation, as to venture to produce such 
evidence before you ? Again, we have charged 
Ms. Hastings with committing several acts of 
yioleqce against the Begums. Let us suppose 
our proof to be, that two persons who never 
appeared before nor since ; that two grenadiers 
in English uniforms, (which would be a great 
deal) stroller than the case of the nudjeeves, 
because they have no particular uniform ber 
longii)g)to them}) ^hat two English grenadiers, 
I say,'Jbad been taken prisoners in some action 
and let go again, who said that Mr. Hastings 
had -: instigated them to make war upon the 
Begums,' would your Lordships suffer such evi- 
d^ice to be produced before you? No; and 
and yet two of the first women in India are to 
be stripped of all they have in the world upon 
no better evidence, than that which you would 
utterly reject. 

You would not disgrace the British peerage ; 
you would not disgrace this court of justice; 
jou wpuld not disgrace human reason itself, by 

D 3 confiscating 
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confiscating on such evidence the meanest pro- 
perty of the meanest wretch. You would not 
subject to the smallest fine for the smallest de- 
linquency, upon such evidence. I will venture 
to say that in an action of assault and battery, 
or in an action for the smallest sum, such evi- 
dence would be scouted as odious atid con- 
temptible, ieven supposing that a perfect re- 
liance might be placed upon its truth. And yet 
this is the sort of evidence upon which the pro- 
perty> the dignity^ and the rank of some of the 
first persons in Asia, are to be destroyed ; • by 
which a British guarantee and the honour land 
dighity of the Crown of Great Britain, and of 
the Parliament itself, which ^sent out this man, 
are to be forfeited. 

Observe, besides, my Lords, that the two 
swordsmen said they were sent by the Begums. 
Now they could not be sent by the Begums, in 
their own person. This was a thing in India 
impossible. They might indeed have been sent 
by Jewar and Behar AH Khan : and then we 
ask again, how came these ministers not to be 
<;alled to an account at the time? why were 
they not called upon for their muster rolls of 
these nudjeeves? No, these men and women 
suffer the penalty, but they never hear the ac- 
cusation nor the evidence. 

But to proceed with the evidence of this 

4 pretended 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 9^ 

pretended rebellion. Captain Williams has told 
your Lordships, that he once had a great num- 
ber of letters and papers to prove this rebellion 
of the Begums. But he declares that he has 
. lost all these letters. A search was ordered to 
be made in Mr. Hastings's record-office, called 
a trunk ; and accordingly in the trunk is found 
a paper worthy of such a place and such a 
cause. This letter, which has been made use of 
to criminate the Begums, has not their names 
mentioned, nor is there any possibility of their 
being included in it. By this paper which is 
preserved, you may judge of the whole of the 
jiapers that are lost. Such a letter, I believe, 
was never before brought as evidence in a 
court of justice. It is a letter said to have been 
intercepted, and is as follows : 






4C 



To the most noble • • * * * whose pros- 
^ perity be everlasting. It is represented that 
*< the august Purwanah (command) having 
completed his honourable arrival on the l6th 
of the month in the evening, highly exalted 
** me ; it is ordered that I should charge Me- 
•* deporee and the other enrolled sepoys belong- 
^ ing to my district, and take bonds from them 
•* that none of them go for service to the Ra- 
" jah ; and that when 400 or 500 men, nua- 
** peeves and others, are collected, I should 

D i ** send 
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*^ Send them to the presence, according to the 
" t^rder I have written to Brejunekar Shah 
'^ Rehemet Ulla, who is in Bhooaparah^ charging 
*^ him to take bonds from them, and that what-' 
" evef sepoys fit for service are collected, he 
** should send to the presence. As at this time 
" the wind is contrary the sepoys will not 
•I # « # * without travelling charges ; fw I 
•* have learnt from a letter previously received 
*^ from Brejunekar. Shah Rehemet UUah^ that 
*^ the people there also are badly inclined, by 
M( the grace of Grod, the unalterable glory sliall 
<*fbe f ♦ * * ♦ Zehan Beg and the nudjeeves- 
** cwho were in the fort of Aneelah have gone 
*A off to Gooruckpore." 

This is a letter of somebody or other, em- 
ployed by somebody or other for the recruiting 
service ; it should seem by the word ** presetice" 
sdmebody employed in enlisting forces £o£ the 
Nabob. The charge against the Begum was, 
that she had Joined with the rebelliousii Rajahs, 
to exterminate her son's government and the 
English influence in that country* In this very 
paper you see that the soldiers entering into 
that service, and o£Oicers who are to contract 
ior soldiers, are expressly bound not to join t^e 
Rajahs', and this they produce as proof that the 
Begums had joined the Rajahs, and had joined 

them 



t>P W4RBEN HASTINGS, ES^r : 4t 

them in a Tebeliion^ for the purpose of extermi«' 
nating their son^ in the first instance, and the 
Engtisb afterwards* 

There is another circumstance, which make» 
their ^ own acts the refutation of their false pre- 
tences. This letter «ays that the country is 
disafibcted, and it mentions the <ilUdisposed parts 
of the country. Now, we all know that the 
country was ill disposed; and we may therefore 
conclude this paper was written > by, and ad- 
dressed to, some person who was employed 
agauist the persons so ill disposed ; namely, the 
very Rajahs so mentioned before. The Pri- 
soner's counsel, after producing this paper, 
had the candour to declare that they did not 
see what use could be made of it. No, to be 
sure, they do not see what use can be made 
of it < for their cause ; but I see the use that 
can be made of it against their cause. I $ay 
that the lost ps^rs^ upon which they do so 
much msist^^ deserve no qonsideration, wheU the 
only paper that they have preserved operates 
directly against them; and that therefore we 
may safdy infer, that, if we had the rest of the 
contents of this trunk, we should probably find 
them make as strongly against them» as this 
paper does. You have no reason to judge of 
them otherwise than by the specimen : for how 

can 
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ean you judge of what is lost but from what 
remains? 

The man who hid these papers in his trunk 
never understood one word of the Persian lan- 
guage, and consequently was liable to every 
kind of mistake, even though he meant well. 
Uut who is this man? Why it is Captain Wil- 
liams; the mau who in his affidavits never 
mentioned the Begums without mentioning 
Saadit AH. It is Captain Williams ; whom we 
charge to have murdered a principal man of the 
country by his own hand, without law or legal 
process. It is Captain Williams ; one of those 
British officers whom Mr. Hastings states to be 
the pests of the country. This is the man who 
com^ here as evidence against these women, 
and produces this monstrous paper. All the 
evidence they had produced to you amounts to 
no more than that such a man believes such a man 
heard of something : and to close the whole of 
this hearsay account, Sir Elijah Ifiipey, who 
always comes in as a supplement, declares that 
no man doubted of the existence of this re- 
bellion andof the guilt of the Begums, any more 
than of the rebellion of 1745 ; a comparison 
which, I must say, is, by way of evidence, a little 
indecorous in a Chief Justice of India. 
'-' Your Lordships are sufficiently acquainted 
» with 
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-with the history of that rebellion to know, that 
when Lord Lovat was tried at this bar, the pro- 
ceedings against him were not founded on 
second hand hearsay.. The existence of the 
rebellion of 1745 was proved, notwithstanding 
its notoriety ; but neither notoriety nor proof 
would have signified any thing, if Lord Lovat's 
participation in it had not been brought home 
to him directly, personally, and particularly. 
Yet a Chief Justice, sent to India to represent 
the sacred^ Majesty of the crown of England, 
has gone so far as to say at your bar, that no more 
doubt could be entertained of the existence either 
of the rebellion or the guilt of the Begums, than 
of the rebellion in 1745. Besides, he forgets 
that he himself carried the order to confiscate 
these people's property without any trial what- 
ever. But this is the way of proceeding by an 
English Chief Justice in India — a Chief Justice 
who had rendered himself the instrument, the 
letter carrier, the messenger — I had almost said, 
the executioner of Mr. Hastings. 

From this view of the whole matter, your 
Lordships will form an estimate of the spirit of 
Indian government and Indian justice. But to 
blow away and to put an end to all their false pre- 
tences, their hearsays, and talk of nudjeeves and 
wounds and the like, I ask who is the first witness 
that we have produced upon this occasion i It is 

the 
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the Nabob himself, negativing all these pretences^ 
Did he believe them ? Not a word from him of any 
rebellion actual or suspected* Sir Elijah Impey 
indeed said that he was obliged to wheel round 
and to avoid that dangerous place Fyzabad. 
His friends urged him to this. — For Gpd*s sake, 
say they, have a reverend care of your sacred 
person! What will become of the justice of 
India ? What will become of the natives, if you 
their legitimate protector should fall into the 
hands of these wicked rebellious women at Fy- 
zabad ? But although the Chief Justice does 
this, the Nabob, whose deposition is said to be 
the first object of this rebellion, takes leave pf 
Mr. Hastings at the very moment when it is 
raging in the highest possible degree, and gallops 
into its very focus. 

And under what circumstances does he do 
this ? He had brought some con3iderable forces 
with him. No man of his rank in that country 
ever goes without them. He left a part of these 
forces with Mr. Hastings, ,not>yithstanding he 
was going into the centre of the rebellion. He 
then went on with a corps pf about a thousand 
horse. He even left a. part of these with Mr. 
Middletpn, and galloped attended by a few 
horse, into the very c^^pital, where the Begums, 
we are told, had ten thousand armed men. He 
put himself into their power, and .not satisfied 

^ with 
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with this, the very first thing we hear of him 
after his arrival is, that he paid his mother a 
friendly visit. Thus rushing into the den of a 
lioness who was going to destroy her own whelp. 
Is it t6 be credited, my Lords, that a prince 
would act thus who believed that a conspiracy 
was formed against him by his own mother ? 
Is it to be credited that any man would trust a 
mother who, contrary to all the rules of nature 
and policy J had conspired to destroy her own 

son? :••:-'■ ''■-, 

Upon this matter your Lordships have the 
evidence ofC!aptain Edwards, who waiS aide-de- 
camp to the Nabob, who was about his person, 
his attendant at Ghunar, and his attendant back 
again. I am not producing this to exculpate 
the Begums ; — for I say you cannot try them 
here, you have not the parties before you, they 
ought to have been tried on the spot ; — but I 
am going to demonstrate the iniquity of this 
abotninalble plot beyond all doubt, for it is 
necessary your Lordships should know the length, 
breadth and depth of this mystery of iniquity. 

Captain Edwards being asked —" Whether he 
ever heard any native of credit and authority in 
the Nabob's dominions, who appeared to believfe 
the Rebellion of the Begums ? — A. No, I never 
did. Q. Hive yoti any reason to believe that 
the Nabob gave credit to it ? — A. I really cannot 

rightly 
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rightly preBume to say whether the Nabob did 
or did not ; but I am apt to believe that he did 
not. Q. Have you any reason and what to form 
a belief about it?— -4. 1 have. I think if he 
supposed the rebellion ever existed at Fyzabad, 
he would have been the first person to take and 
give the alarm to the British troops. Q. And 
no such alarm was taken or given to the British 
troops ?— --4. No, I think not ; as I was always 
about his person, and in the camp, I think I 
certainly must have known it or heard of it j 
but I never did." 

We assure your Lordships you will find upon 
your printed Minutes, that Captain Edwards 
toys he was credibly informed, that the Nabob 
left behind him a part of his guard of horse ; 
and that so desirous was he to go into the 
power of this cruel lioness, his mother, that he 
advanced, as he is a vigorous man, and a bold 
and spirited rider, leaving all his guards behind 
bimi and rode before them into the middle of 
Fyzabad. — There is some more evidence to the 
same purpose in answer to the question put 
next to that which I read before. 

Q. <* When you did hear of the rebellion, did 
not you understand it to have been alleged, 
that one object of it was to dethrone the Nabob 
hitpself as well as to extirpate th^ English ? — 
4* I understood that th^ intention of the prin- 
cesses. 
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cesses, the Begums, was to extirpate the English 
troops out of the country, and out of those 
dominions, and likewise to depose her son, and set 
another son, who seems to have been a greater 
favourite of that family, upon the throne, in the 
room of the present Nabob, and that son's name 
is Saadit Ali. 1 have only heard this from report. 
I have no other knowledge but mere report. I 
understood from the report, she was to extir- 
pate the English and depose her son, who is now 
upon the throne. Q. Was it after or before the 
seizing of the treasures, that you heard a circum- 
stantial account of the supposed object of the 
rebellion? — A. The report was more general 
after the seizing of the treasures } but yet there 
were reports prevailing in the neighbourhood, 
that our troops were sent there in consequence 
of the charge that was made by Colonel Hannay 
and some of his officers, of a rebellion existing 
then at Fyzabad, or having existed, I cannot 
rightly say which. Q. Was that report after 
the order for the troops to march to Fyzabad ? 
«- A. It was more general, it was very general 
then when the troops did march there, and 
more general after the seizing of the treasure^. 
Q. When did the troops first march ? — A. it was 
some time in the month of January, I believe ia 
the year 1782. Q. While you was with the 
Nabob, in passing from Lucknow to Chunat, 

and 
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and while you was with him, or the army return^ 
ing from Chunar, did you then, out of the whole 
army regular or irregular, ever hear of any 
report of the Begums being in rebellion?— 
A. No, I do not recollect I ever did. Q. Upon 
cross examination — do you recollect at what 
time in August I78I you left Lucknow to pro- 
ceed with the Nabob to Chunar ? — A. No I can- 
not rightly mention the date ; all that I know 
is this, that I accompanied the Nabob, Mr. Mid- 
dleton, and his attendants, all the way from 
Lucknow to Chunargur, I really cannot recoU 
lect, I have no notes, and it is so distant a time 
since, that I do not recollect the particulars of 
the month or the day j but I recollect perfectly 
I accompanied the Nabob all the way from 
Lucknow to Chunar, and returned again with 
him until he struck off on the road for Fyza^ 
bad/' 

Your Lordships see plainly the whole of this 
matter ; when they had resolved to seize the 
Begums' treasures, they propagated this report 
just in proportion to their acts* As they pro- 
ceeded, the report grew hotter and hotter. This 
tnah tells you when it was that the propagation 
df this report first began; when it grew hot, 
and when it was in its greatest heat. He tells 
ybu, that not one native of credit in the countrjr 
•believed it; that he did not think the Nabd> 

himself 
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hfinself believed it ; and he gives a reason that 
speaks for itself, namely, that he, the Nabobs 
would have been the first man to give the 
alarm if he believed in a rebellion, as he was to 
be the object of it. 

He says the English were the principal 
spreaders of the report. It was, in fact, a wicked 
report, propagated by Mr. Middleton and the 
English agents, for the purpose of justifying their 
iniquitous spoliation of the Begums. • 

This is the manner in which the matter stands 
upon the ground of rebellion, with the exception 
of Major Gilpin's and Hyder Beg Khan^s testi-^ 
mony. This last man we have proved to have 
been kept in his office by Mr. Hastings's influence^ 
and to have been entirely under his government. 
When this dependant comes to give his attest 
tation, lie gives a long account of all the pro- 
ceedings of Cheit Sing's rebellion, with which 
the rebellion charged on the Begums was sup- 
posed to be coincident; and he ends it very 
remarkably-^that he tells the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. But it is also remark- 
able, that even, this Hyder Beg Khan never 
mentions by name the rebellion of the Begums, 
nor says that he ever heard a word about it : 
a strong proof that he did not dare in the facd 
of his country, to give countenance to such a 
falsehood. 

Vol. XVI. E Major 
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Major Gilpin's evidence leaves not even tlie 
shadow of a pretence for this charge. He had 
the Begums and their eunuchs under his cus- 
tody for a full year ; he was strictly ordered to 
watch them and to guard them, and during all 
that time he lived at Fyzabad, He was the man 
who commanded the troops ; who had all the 
witnesses in his power ; who had daily acc^s 
to all parties at Fyzabad ; and who moreover 
was a person attached to Mr. Hastings in the 
strongest manner. 

Your Lordships will -now be pleased to hear 
read to you this part of Major Gilpin's evidence: 
•— " Had you any opportunity of knowing the 
character of the Begums, and whether they were 
disaffected to our government 7— A. I had a very 
good opportunity of knowing, from the circum- 
stance of my having commanded so long there ; 
the elder Begum, it was generally understood, 
(and I have reason to believe,) was disaffected 
to our government ; and my sentiments of her 
conduct stand recorded in my correspondence 
to the court of Lucknow to that effect; but 
with respect to the Bow Begum, I acquit her 
entirely of any disaffection to our government, 
so far as comes to my knowledge ; appearances 
were for some time against her, but on cool 
deliberate ii^quiry, I found there was no ground 
for . supposing her guilty of any rebellious prin- 
ciples. 
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ciplesy at the time of Cheit Sing's rebellion. 
Q. Whether that, according to your belief, is 
not your present opinion ? — A. I think I have 
answered that vecyifolLy,^ that it wftsiupon those 
very principles that I did form an opinion of her 
innocence ; how far they are justifiable or right, 
I will not take upon me to say upon oath ; 
there was no one circumstance that came to my 
knowledge, during my residence at Fyzabad or 
my residence in India, that I would wish to 
withhold from your Lordships. Q. You state 
here, upon cool deliberate inquiry; what was 
that cool deliberate inquiry ? — A. That cool 
deliberate inquiry was the conversations I had 
with the ministers and the people of Fyzabad, 
and the letters from herself expressing her inno- 
pence ; and it appeared to me from those letters, 
that she really was our friend and ally." 

The same witness goes on afterwards to say : 
*— " Q. I understood you to say, that originally 
the report prevailed with respect to both the 
Begums, but that you was induced to alter that 
opinion with respect to the younger Begum, in 
consequence of Mn Gordon's letters and the 
intelligence of some of her ministers and other 
persons; were iiot those other persons in the 
interest of the younger Begum ?— •^. In general 
the town of Fyzabad were in her interest. Q. In 
what sense do you mean generally in her interest; 

E 2 were 
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were the persons you conversed with merely 
those who were in her service and household, 
or the inhabitants of Fyzabad in general?-^ 
A. Both; I held conversations with both her 
own body servants and the inhabitants of the 
city. \A little lower down^ in the same pageJ] 
What do you mean by the word rebellion as 
applied to the Begums ; in what sense do you. 
use it?^ — A. In raising troops and in other acts of 
rebellion, in the common acceptation of the wand. 
Q. Against whom? — A. Against the Nabob's 
government and the British government jointly; 
but I beg to know the particular time and dr- 
cumstance the question alludes to. Q. I under- 
stand you to have said, you understood, the 
elder Begum was in a constant state of rebellion ; 
in what sense do you use the word rebellion ; 
did you say the elder Begum was in a constafit 
state of rebellion ?—^. I always understood! her 
to be disaffected to the English government; 
it might not be a proper expression of mine, the 
word rebellion. Q. Do you know of any act 
by the elder Begum against the Vizier Pr^ifi I 
cannot state any. ' Q. Do you know of any act 
which you call rebellion, committed by the elder 
Begurti against the Company?—^. I- do not 
know of any particular circumstance, only it 
was generally supposed that she was disaffected 
to the Company. Q, What acts of disaffection 

or 
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4or -'hostility towards the English do you allude 
to, when you speak of the conversation of the 
world at the time ? — A. I have answered that 
question as fully as I can, that it was nothing 
hut conversation, that I knew of no particular 
act or deed myself. 

^> This man, then declares, as your Lordships 
have heard, that upon cool^ deliberate inquiry 
made at Fyzabad from all the inhabitants, he.did 
«iot believe in the existence of any rebellion. 
That as to the Bow Begum, the grandmother, 
who was a person that could only be charged with 
it in a' secondary degree, and as conspiring with 
the other, he says, he knows no facts against 
her J except that at the battle of Buxar, in the 
yearl764, she had used some odd expressions 
concerning the English, who were then at war 
with her son Sujah Dowlah. This was long 
b^ore we had any empire or pretence to empire 
in that part of India ; therefore the expression 
of a rebellion, which he had used with regard 
to her,' was he acknowledged improper; and that 
he only meant he had formed some opinion of 
her disaffection to the English. 
' As to the Begum, he positively acquits her of 
any rebellion. If he- therefore did not know it, 
ln4io was an active officer in the very centre of 
the alleged, rebellion, and who was in possession 

E 3 of 
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of all the persons frcAn whom information was 
to be got, who had the eunuchs in prison, and 
might have charged them with this rebellion^ 
and might have examined and cross-examined 
thiem at his pleasure } if this man new nothing 
about it, your Lordships will judge of the false* 
hood of this wicked rumour, spread about from 
hand to h?ind, and which was circulated by 
persons who at the same time hav6 declared that 
they never heard of it before Sir Elijah Impey 
went up into the country, the messenger of Mr. 
Hastings's orders, to seize the treasures of the 
Begum's, and commissioned to procure evidence 
in justification of that violence and robbery. 

I now go to another part of this evidence. 
There is a person they call Hoolas Roi. A matt 
in the employment of the Resident, Mr. Mid- 
dleton. The gentlemen who are counsel for the 
Prisoner have exclaimed,— O! he was nothing 
biit a. news writer. What ! do you take any 
notice of him ? Your Lordships would imagine 
that the man whom they treat in this manner, 
and whose negative evidence they think fit to 
despise, was no better than the writers of thoso 
scandalous paragraphs which are published (n pur 
daily papers, to misrepresent the proceedings of 
this Court to the publick. But who in fact is 
this Hoolas Roi whom they represent^ for the 
convenience of the day, to be nothing but a news 

writer ? 
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writer? I will read to your Lordship's a letter, 
from Major Naylor to Qolooel Jaquesj com- 
manding the second ha^allion SOth regiment 

' .** Sir, — Hoolas Roi, the person appointed by. 
** the Nabob for transacting the business for 
** which the troops are required here, will hold 
'' constant communication and intercourse with 

* 

<« yqu ; and as he is instructed and acquainted 
** with the best method to accomplish this bu- 
^Vsiness,,Mr« Middleton requests implicit atten- 
tion to be paid to what he may from time to 
time represent respecting the prisoners or 
** the business on which he is employed; in 
'^ short, as he is the person nominated . by the 
*' Nabob,, he wishes Hoolas Koi to be consi- 
^\ dered , in the same light as if he himself was 
•* present." 

Mr. Middieton, in a letter to Lieutenant 
Franci£| Rutledge, writes thus of him : " Sir,— 
<* When this note is delivered to you by Hoolas 
•* Rpi, I have to desire that you order the two 
" prisoners to be put in irons, keeping them 
" from all food, &c. agreeably to my instructions 
" of yesterday.'* 

You will first see in how confidential a manner 
Hoolas Roi was employed, and in what light he 

E 4 was 
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was held. That he was employed to carry some 
instructions which do not indeed appear, but 
were accompanied by an order from Mr. Mid- 
dleton. " When these instructions shall come 

• • • 

f 

" to you, to put these prisoners in irons and 
*« keep them without food/' &c. The Begums, 
say, without food and water. Et cetera are 

T 

words of large import— but he was " to keep 
" them without food, &c. agreeable to my in- 
" structions of yesterday." This was a pretty 
general warrant for sufferings. This Hoolas Roi, 
this mere news writer, was not only intrusted 
with this warrant, but Mr. Middleton declai'es 
him to be a person who was to be received there, 
and to represent the Nabob, and very justly too; 
for he, Mr. Middleton, was undoubtedly the 
real Nabob of the country. The man therefore, 
whom they talk of in this contemptuous manner 
in order to make slight of an observation we 
made, and which I shall make again, and whom 
they affect to consider as a mere paragraph- 
monger in some scandalous newspaper, was a 
man vested by Mr. Middleton with authority 
equal to that of the Nabob himself. 

Mr. Hastings not only thought him of conse- 
quence enough to be a witness to the severities 
used on the ministers of the Begums, but he 
considered that he would aflerwards be a fit 
witness to the rebellion. I pray your Lordships 

to 
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to mark this — he sent for this Hoolas Roi, (who 
is now nothing but a mere paragraph-monger) 
— he sent for him from Fyzabad to Benares — ^a 
pretty long journey } and at last caused him to 
be examined before Sir Elijah Impey. He has, 
however, sunk his evidence. A suppression 
which is strongly in favour of the Begums ; and 
equally strong against their accuser. Here we 
have a man, who was intrusted with all their 
orders; who represented the English govern- 
ment ; who represented the Nabob's government ; 
this man is sent for by Mr. Hastings : he gives 
his depositions before Sir Elijah Impey ; and 
the deposition so given is not to be found either 
upon the Company's record, in Sir Elijah Impey 's 
trunk, in Jonathan Scott's trunk, nor in any 
other place whatever. The evidence of a witness, 
who could speak most clearly, as probably he 
did, and most decisively upon this subject, is 
sunk. They suppress, and dare not produce, 
the affidavit of the man who was at the . bottom 
of every secret of both governments. They had 
the folly to let you know, obliquely, that he had 
been sent for by Mr. Hastings, but they conceal 
the information obtained from him ; a silence 
more damning than any positive evidence couU 
be. You have here a proof of their practice of 
producing such evidence ovXy as they thought 
. . most 
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most favourable to their wicked purposes^ in tbe^ 
dest;*uction of this great and ancient family. 

But all the English, they say, believed in the 
existence of this rebellion. <This we deny. Mr. 
Purling, who was Resident the year before its 
pretended explosion, has told you, that he never 
knew of any thing like a plot carrying on by 
these women. We were almost ashamed to put 
the question to him. Did Mr. Bristow, the next 
Resident, know or believe in this plot? He 
seems, indeed, to have been induced to give 
som^ oblique hints to Mn Hastings of improper 
conduct on the part of the Begums, but without 
stating what it was. In a letter to Mr. Hastings, 
hc^ appears to endeavour to soften the cruel tem<^ 
per of this inflexible man, by going a little way 
with him, by admitting^ that he thought they 
had behaved improperly. When Mr. Wombwell, 
another Resident, is asked, whether any English^ 
man doubted of it ; he says, Mr Bristow doubted 
of it. • No one indeed, who reads these papers, 
can <pivoid seeing that Mr. Bristow did not be- 
lieve one Word of it ; .no more in fact than did 
Mn Hastings or any body else. 

But, my Lords, let us go from these inferior 
agents and servants of the Company to their 
higher officers^ Did Mr. Stables believe it? 
This gentleiman was Mr. Hastings's colleague 

- in 



OV WARREN HAfSTINGS^ B8Q( 09 

in the Council, a man of as much honour, I 
really believe, as ever went to India ; a faithful 
old servant of the Company and very worthy of 
credit. I believe there is not a spot upon him 
during all his long service under the Company 
— if any, it is his being a little too obsequious, 
sonietimes, to Mr. Hastings. Did he believe it ? 
No. He did not ; and yet he was one of the 
persons authorized to investigate it coolly, and 
most able to do so. Upon the whole then the 
persons who best knew the state of the country 
did not believe it ; the Nabob did not believe 
it J the Begums were never charged with itj 
no ground of suspicion is suggested except loose 
rumours and the story of two nudjeeves. Under 
these circilimsfances the treasures of these an- 
cieht ladies were seized, their property confis^ 
cated, and the Nabob draggedmost reluctantly 
to this act. Yes, my Lords, this poor miserable 
victim was forced to violate all Uielaws of nai- 
ture, all decency, aH property ; to rob his own 
mother for the benefit of Mr. Hastings. All this 

he was forced to do, he was maide the reluctant 

* 

instruQient of punishing his mother and grand)- 
mothe'r/or a plot, of ti^hich^ even their accusers 
do not pretend tO: say that the parties accusett 
liad ever received ^ny intimation* ^. 

My Lfords, in fodrimag your judgment' lipoa 
this nefarious proceedings your Lordi^hips . wiil 

not 
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not fail to advert to the fundamental principles 
the acknowledged maxims and established rules 
of all judgment and justice, — ^that conviction 
ought to precede execution ; that trial ought 
to precede conviction ; and that a prosecutor's 
information and evidence ought to be the pre- 
liminary step and substance of the trial. Here 
every thing was reversed: Sir Elijah Impey 
goes up with the order for execution ; the party 
accused is neither arraigned nor tried. This 
same Sir Elijah then proceeds to seek for wit- 
nessesy and to take affidavits, and in the mean 
time neither the Nabob, the ostensible prose- 
cutor, nor his mother and grand-mother, the 
parties accused, knew one word of the matter. 
- But possibly some peculiarity in the circum- 
stances of the case rendered such a proceeding 
necessary, and may justify it. No such pecu- 
liarity has been proved or even allied ; nay 
it is in the highest degree improbable that it 
could have existed. Mr. Hastings had another 
opportunity of doing himself justice, when an 
account of this business was transmitted to the 
Court of Directors, they ordered him to inquire 
into it: imd your Lordships will see what he 
did in consequence of this order. Your Lord- 
ships will then judge of the extreme audacity 
of the defence which he has made of this act at 
your bar, after having refused to institute any 

inquiry 
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inquiry into it, although he had the positive 
order of the Court of Directors, and was in the 
place where that inquiry could be made effec* 
tually, and in the place where the unfortunate 
women could have an opportunity of clearing 
themselves. 

I will first read to your Lordships an extract 
from the letter of the Court of Directors 
to the Board at Calcutta ; dated the 14th of 
February 1783/ 

4 — ** By the second article of the treaty [of 
*' Chunar] the Nabob is permitted to resume 
suchjaghires as he shall think proper, with 
a reserve, that all such jaghirdars, for the 
amount of whose jaghires the Company are 
guarantees, shall, in case of a resumption of 
their lands, be paid the amount of the net 
collections through the Resident. 
5. — " We do not see how the Governour 
^< General could consent to the resumption of 
*' such' lands, as the Company had 'engaged 
** should remain in the hands [of those who 
possessed them previous to the execution of 
the late treaty, without stronger proofs of the 
^* Begum's defection than have been laid before 
us ; neither can we allow it to be good policy 
to reduce the several jaghirdars, and thus 
" uniting the territory, and the troops main- 

" tained 
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•" tained for the protection of that territory, 
" under one head, who, by that means, at some 
" future period, may become a very powerful 
iM enemy to the Company. 

6. — " With respect to the resumption of the 
" jaghires possessed by the Begums in par- 
ticular, and the subsequent seizure of the 
treasure deposited with the Vizier's mother, 
** which the Governour General, in his letter to 
the Board, 23d January 1782, has declared he 
strenuously encouraged and supported, we 
hope and trust, for the honour of the British 
1* nation, that the measure appeared to be fully 
■" justified in the eyes of all Hindoostan, 

" The Governour General has informed us, 
** that it can be well attested, that the Begums 
" principally excited and supported the late 
" commotions, and that they carried their in- 
« veteracy to the English nation so far as to 
" aim at our utter extirpation. 

7. — " It must have been publickly known that 
** in 1775, the Resident at the Vizier's court 
not only obtained from the Begum, widow of 
the late Sujah Dowlah, on the Nabob's ac- 
count, thirty lacks of rupees, half of which 
was to be paid to the Company, but also 
the forbearance of twenty-six lacks, for the 
repayment of which she had security in 
V land, on the Nabob's agreeing to renounce all 

" further 
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** further claim upon her, and that to this agree- 
'* ment the Company were guarantees. 

8,— " We find that on the 21st December 
•* 1775, the Begum complained of a breach of 
** engagements on the part of the Nabob, soli- 
citing your protection for herself, her mother, 
and for all the women belonging to the 
seraglio of the late Nabob, from the distresses 
" to which they were reduced — in consequence 
«• whereof it was agreed in consultation, 3d 
" January 1776, to remonstrate with the Vizier; 
•* the Governour General remarlcing — that as 
" the representative of our government has 
become an agent in this business, and has 
pledged the honour and faith of the Company 
** for the punctual observance of the conditions 
" under which the treaty was concluded — you 
" had a right to interfere, and justice demanded 
*• it, if it should appear that those engagements 
** have been violated. 

** And the Board at the same time resolved, — 
^' That as soon as the Begum*s engagements 
^* with the Nabob, to ivhich Mr. Bristow is a 
** party, shall be fulfilled on her part, this 
" government will think themselves bound to 
" protect her against any further demand or 
" molestation. 

9i^ — ** If therefore the disaffection of the 
" Begums was not a matter of publick notoriety, 

" we 
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we cannot but be alarmed for the effects 
which these subsequent transactions must 
have had on the minds of the natives of 
India, — the only consolation we feel upon this 
occasion is, that the amount of those jaghirea 
for which the Company were guarantees, is 
to be paid through our Resident at the court 
of the Vizier; and it very materially con- 
cerns the credit of your government on no 
account to suffer such payments to be evaded. 
10.—" If it shall hereafter be found that the 
Begums did not take that hostile part against 
the Company, which has been represented (as 
well in the Governour General's narrative, as 
in several documents therein referred to ; and 
as it no where appears, from the papers, at 
present in our possession, that they excited 
any commotion previous to the imprisonment 
of Rajah Cheit Sing), but only armed them- 
selves in consequence of that transaction; 
and as it is probable that such a conduct 
proceeded entirely from motives of self de- 
fence under an apprehension that they them- 
selves might likewise be laid under un war- 
rantable contributions, we direct that you use 
your influence with the Vizier, that their 
jaghires may be restored to them ; but if they 
should be under apprehensions respecting the 
future conduct of the Vizier, and with pur 

•* further 
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further protection, it is our pleasure that 
you afford those ladies an asylum within the 
Company's territories, and these be paid the 
.-•* amount of the net collections of their jaghires 
agreeably to the second article of the late 
treaty, through the medium of our Resident, 
as may be ascertained upon an average esti- 
mate of some years back." 
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You see, my Lords, the Directors had received 
every one of his false impressions. They had 
conceived an idea, that after the rebellion 
of Cheit Sing (but not before upon his own 
shewing) the Begums had shewn a disposition 
-to arm. They here assume a false fact, which 
Mn Hastings stated in his representation of the 
business to them. They assume a variety of other 
false facts, — they assume, that the amount of 
the jaghires of the Begums were to be paid them 
in regular pensions, whereas they, were totally 
confiscated without any compensation at all. 
And yet upon Mr. Hastings's own shewing, they 
found the transaction to be so dishonourable 
to the British government, that they desire 
him to make inquiry into it, and give redress 
accordingly. 

Here then is another order of. the Company 
anotber call upon Mr. Hastings to examine to 
the bottom of this aflStir. The Directors, after 
^ Vol. XVI. F giving 
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giving him credit for that enormous ma^ df 
falsehoods which we have proved him to have 
Btated in his narrative^ found themselves so 
utterly dissatisfied, that they gave this condi- 
tional order to restore the Begums to their 
jaghires* Your Lordships will find it in evidence 
upon your Minutes, that he contumaciously 
disobeyed this order ^ that he would not coneetft 
to the propositions of the Council for inquiring 
into the conduct of these injured women; but 
stifled every attempt that was made by others to 
do them justice. And yet he here has the efifron^ 
tery to propose that your Lordships should 
inquire into the business at your bar ; that you 
should investigate a matter here, which he re- 
fused to inquire into on the spot, though expressly 
ordered by his masters so to do, 

I will now read to your Lordships a short 
extract from his own narrative of his own pro- 
ceedings. It begins with reciting part (^ a Dote 
entered by Mr. Macpherton in the Consultation 
of the Council, at the time when the orders of 
the Court of Directdrs, which I have just alluded 
to» were taken into coni^deration :-^" What the 
" Court of Directors seem to have most at heart 
** are, first, That the engagement of the second 
" article of the Benares Treaty should be faith- 
'< fully fulfilled ; and secondly^ to guard against 

the 
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" the futore fnisconduct of the Yizi^r^ jf he 
^^ should be disposed to oppress the Bfgmi^ : 

^ TiMt we should therefore nscertaiu whether 
f ^ the amount of the jaghires of th^ ^gums is 
'^ reguiaily paid to them through the Company's 
^^ Resident) and give them notice, that no 
^ future demands shall be made upon them. 
This the Goyemour General wighti I think> 
do in ar letter, that would make the Bourns 
^^ sensible of their past misconduct, yet inform 
'* them of the lenity and gracious intentions of 
^' the Company, in ordering them an asylum in 
** Bengal, in case of future distress/' In con- 
sequence of the foregoing opinion from Mr. 
Macpherson, the following Minute was deli^- 
vered by the Govemour General : 
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I should gladly acquiesce in the motion made 
by Mr. Macpherson, if I thought it possible 
^ to frame a letter to iiie Begums^ in any terms 
^ which should at the same time convey the 
^ intimation proposed by it, and not defeat the 
^ purpose of it, or be prodtictive of evils ^eater 
^* than any which exist in consequence of the 
^ pifi^eedtiigs which have aliveady taken plaoe, 
^ and which time has almost obliterated ; the 
**< orders of the Court of Directors are eon- 
^ ditional, they require nothing; but in the 
^ ovent of diseovefies made subseqi^nt to the 

F S advices 
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*' advices which were before you on the 14th 
February last, in alleviation of the former 
conduct of the Begums, nothing has since 
appeared in relation to them but their refusal, 
** or rather that of one to fulfil her engagements 
for the payment of the remainder of the sum 
exacted from her by the Nabob Vizier, in the 
beginning of last year. Whatever obedience 
may be due to the clear and ascertained spirit 
** of the orders of the Court of Directors, this 
obligation cannot extend to points of which 
neither the letter nor evident spirit of their 
orders apply. If I am rightly informed, the 
Nabob Vizier and the Begums are on terms 
** of mutual good will ; it would ill become this 
" government to interpose its^ influence by any 
" act which might tend to revive their animo- 
** sities, and a very slight occasion would-be 
" suflScient to effect it ; it will be to little pur^ 
^* pose to tell them that their conduct has, in 
^* our estimation of it, been very wrong; and 
" at the same time to announce to them the 
" orders of our superiors, which more than 
indicate the reverse ; they will instantly take 
^ fire on such a declaration, proclaim the judg- 
^* mentofthe Company in their favour, demiand 
^* a reparation of the acts, which they * will 
^^ construe wrongs ; with such a sentence war^ 
*^ ranting that construction, and 'either acoept 

/* the 
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/^ the invitation to the proclaimed scandal of 
** the Vizier, which will not add to the credit of 
our gQvernment, or remain in his dominions, 
but not under his authority, to add to his 
vexations and the disorders of the country, by 
continued intrigues and seditions ; enough 
already exists to affect his peace, and the 
quiet of his people ; if we cannot heal, let 
** us not inflame the wounds which have been 
" inflicted: 

" If the Begums think themselves aggrieved 
" to such a degree as to justify them in an appeal 
" to foreign jurisdiction ; to appeal to it against 
** a man standing in the relation of son and 
** grandson to them ; to appeal tothe justice of 
** those who have been the abettors and instru- 
** ments of their imputed wrongs; let us at 
least permit them to be the judges of their 
own feelings, and prefer their complaints, 
before we offer to redress them ; they will 
" not need to be prompted : 

I hope I shall not depart from the sim- 
plicity of official language, in saying, that the 
" majesty of justice ought to be approached 
with solicitation, not descend to provoke or 
invite it, much less to debase itself by the 
suggestion of wrongs and the promise of re- 
dress, with the denunciation of punishment 
" before trial, and even before accusation/' 

f3 My 
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My Lords, if, since the beginning of the world, 
such a paper as this was ever before written, by 
a person standing in the relation of a servant to 
his master, I shall allow that every word we have 
said to your Lordships upon this occasion to 
mark his guilt ought to be expunged from 
your Minutes, and from our Charges. 

Before I proceed to make any observations 
upon this act of open rebellion against his su- 
periors, I must beg your Lordships to remark 
the cruelty of purpose, the hostile feeling to- 
wards these injured women, which were dis- 
played in this daring defiance. Your Lordships 
will find, that he never is a rebel to one party, 
without being a tyrant to some others; that 
rebel and tyrant are correlative terms when 
applied to him, and that they constantly go 
together. 

It is suggested by the Directors, that the 
Nabob is the persecutor, the oppressor, and that 
Mr. Hastings is the person who is to redress the 
wrong ; but here they have mistaken the mat- 
ter totally. For we have proved to your Lord- 
ships, that Mr. Hastings was the principal in 
the persecution, and that the Nabob was only 
an instrument : — ** If I am rightly informed," 
he says, " the Nabob and the Begums are 
" on terms of mutual good will. It would ill 
** become this government to interpose its 

•^ influence 
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'^ influence by any act which might tend to 
'' revive their animosities, and a very sUgbt 
<< occasion would be sufficient to effect itJ*-^ 
What animosities had they towards each other ? 
None, that we know of, Mr. Hastings gets the 
Nabob to rob his mother ; and then he supposes, 
contrary to truth, contrary to fact, contrary to 
every thing your Lordships have heard, that 
the Nabob would fall into a fury if his mother 
was to obtain any redress ; and that if the least 
inquiry into this business was made, it would 
create a flame in the Nabob's mind, on account 
of the active, energetick, spirited part he had 
taken in these transactions. Therefore, says he. 
Oh! for God's sake, sooth the matter: — it is 
a green wound: — don't uncover it: — do no* 
thing to irritate : — it will be to little purpose to 
tell them that their conduct has in our estima* 
tion of it been very wrong, and at the same 
time announce to them the orders of our 
superiors, which more than indicate the re- 
verse. Now, my Lords, to what does all this 
amount? First, says he, I. will not do them 
justice. — I will not enter upon an inquiry into 
their wrongs. Why ? — Because they charge us 
with having inflicted them. Then surely for 
that reason, you ought to commence an inquiry. 
No, says be, that would be telling them that 
our superiors suspect we are in the wrong. But 

F 4 when 
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when his superiors more than indicated sus- 
picions, was he not bound ten fold to make that 
inquiry, for his honour and for their satisfac- 
tion, which they direct him to make? No, he 
will not do it, because, says he, the Begums 
would either, accept the offer of an asylum in 
the Company's territories to the proclaimed 
scandal of the Vizier, which would not add to 
the credit of our government ; or they would 
remain in his dominions, but not under his 
authority, to add to his vexations, and the dis- 
orders of the country, by continual intrigues 
and seditions. 

You see, my Lords, this man is constantly 
thrusting this peaceable Nabob before him, 
goading and pushing him on as if with a bayonet 
behind> to *he commission of every thing that 
is base and dishonourable. You have him here 
declaring that he will not satisfy the Directors 
his masters, in their inquiries about those acts, 
for fear of the Nabob's taking umbrage, and 
getting into a flame with his mother ; and for 
fear the mother, supported by the opinion of 
the Directors, should be induced to resent her 
wrongs, — What, I say, does all this amount to? 
—It amounts to this — The Begums accuse me 
of doing them injustice ; the Directors indicate 
a suspicion that they have been injured; there- 
fore I will not inquire into the matter. Why? — 

because 
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because it may raise disturbances. But what 
disturbance could it raise ? — the mother is dis- 
armed and could not hurt the Nabob. All her 
landed estates he knew were confiscated. He 
knew all her money was in his own possession ; 
he knew she had not the means, if she had been 
disposed, to create intrigues and cabals ; — what 
disturbance then could be created by his send* 
ing a letter to know what she had to say upon 
the subject of her wrongs? 

" -0^** says he, " the Begums think them- 
** selves aggrieved.** Observe, my Lords, that 
the institution of an inquiry is no measure of the 
Begums ; it is an order of the Court of Directors 
made by them upon his own representation of^ 
his own case, and upon nothing else. The 
Begums did not dare to murmur. — They did 
not dare to ask for redress. God knows the 
poor creatures were at or about the time his 
prisoners ; robbed — stripped of every thing ; 
without hope and without resource. — But the 
Directors, doing their duty upon that occasion, 
did condemn him upon his own false represen- 
tations contained in that bundle of affidavits, 
upon which his counsel now contend that your 
Lordships should acquit him. But, says he, are 
they to appeal to a foreign jurisdiction ? When 
these women were to be robbed we were not 
foreigners to them } on the contrary we ad- 
judged them guilty of rebellion. We sent an 

English 
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£nglish Chief Justice to collect materials of 
accusation against them. We sent English 
officers to take their money. The whole was 
an English transaction. When wrong is to be 
done, we have then an interest in the country 
to justify our acting in it; but when the ques- 
tion is of redressing wrongs, when the question 
is of doing j ustice, when the question is of in« 
quiry, when the question is of hearing com* 
plaintSi then it is a foreign jurisdiction. — You 
^re to suffer Mr. Hastings to make it foreign, or 
to make it domestic, just as it answers his pur- 
poses. — But they are to appeal against a man 
standing in the relation of son and grandson to 
thenif and to appeal to the justice qf those noho 
have been the abettors and instruments of tlmr 
imputed wrongs. — 

Why, my Lords, if he allows that he is the 
abettor of, and the instrument to which t}]^ 
Directors impute these wrongs, why, I ask, does 
he, with those charges lying upon him, object 
to all inquiry in the manner you have seen ? 

But the Company's Governour is, it seems, all 
at once transformed into a great sovereign — 
the majesty of justice ought to be approached 
with solicitation. Here, my Ix>rds, he forgets 
at once the Court of Directors ; he forgets the 
laws of England, he forgets the act of FarhV 
inenty he forgets that any obedience is due to 
his superiors. The Begums were to approach 

him 
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him by the orders of the Court of Directors, he 
sets at nought these orders, and asserts that he 
must be approached with solicitations. " TiW 
says he, ** has obliterated their stifferings.** O ! 
what a balm of oblivion time spreads over the 
wrongs, wounds, and afflictions of others, in the 
mind of the person who inflicts those wrongs 
and oppressions. The oppressor soon forgets. 
This robbery took place in I7 . . . ; it was in the 
year 1783, when he asserted that the waters of 
Lethe had been poured over all their wrongs 
and oppressions* 

Your Lordships will mark this insulting lan- 
guage, when he says that both the order of the 
Directors and the application of the Begums 
for redress must be solicitations to him. 

[Here Mr. Burke was interrupted by Mr. 
Hastings^ who said, ** My Lords, there was no 
" order. I find a man's patience may be ex- 
** hausted. I hear so many falsehoods, that I 
*• must declare there was no order of the Court 
of Directors: Forgive me my Lords. He 
may say what he pleases; I will not again 
controvert it. But there is no order ; if there 
is, read it.*'} 
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Mr. Burke then proceeded. Judge you, my 
Lords, what the insolence, audacity, and cruelty 

of 
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of this man must have been, from his want of 
patience in his present situation, and when he 
dares to hold this language here. Your Lord- 
ships will reckon with him for it, or the world 
will reckon with you. 

Mr. Hastings here again interrupted Mr. 
Burke, and said, *• There was no order for in- 
.** quiry." 

Mr. Burke. — Your Lordships have heard the 
letter read ; I mean the letter from the Direc- 
tors, which I read just now. You will judge 
whether it is an order or not. I did hope with- 
in these two days, to put an end to this business, 
but when your Lordships hear us charged with 
direct falsehood at your bar; when you hear 
this wicked wretch who is before you — 
From a Lord. — Order, order, order. 
Mr. Burke. — Order, my Lords, we call for 
in the name of the Commons, Your Lordships 
have heard us accused, at your bar, of falsehood, 
after we had read the order upon which our 
assertion was founded. This man, whom we 
have described as the scourge and terrour of 
India ; this man gets up, and charges us, not 
with a niistake, an errour, a wrong construc- 
tion, but a direct falsehood ; and adds, that 
his patience is worn out with the falsehood he 
hears. This is not an English court of justice 
if such a thing is permitted.. We beg leave to 

retire, 
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retire, and take instructions from our consti- 
tuents. He ought to be sent to Bridewell for 
going on in this manner. 

[Mr. Wyndham here read the letter again J] 
Mr. Burke. — With regard to the ravings of 
this unhappy man, I am sure, if I were only 
considering what passed from him to the ma- 
nagers in this box, and knowing what allowance 
is due to a wounded conscience, brought be- 
fore an awful tribunal, and smarting under the 
impressions of its own guilt, 1 would pass them 
over. But, my Lords, we have the honour of 
the Commons ; we have the honour of this 
court to sustain. [Your Lordships, the other 
day, for an offence committed against a con- 
stable, who was keeping the way under your 
orders, did very justly, and to the great satis- 
faction of the publick, commit the party to 
Bridewell, for a much slighter insult against 
the honour and dignity of your Court.] And 
I leave it therefore for the present, till your 
Lordships can seriously consider what the mode 
of T)roceeding in this matter ought to be,— I 
now proceed. — 

We have read to your Lordships the orders 
of the Court of Directors ; I again say we con^ 
sider them as orders; your Lordships are as 
good judges of the propriety of the term, as w^ 

are. 
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are« You have heard them read, you have alsa 
heard that the Council at Calcutta considered 
them as orders, for resolutions were moved upon 
them J and Mr. Stables, in evidence before 
you here, who was one of the Council, so con- 
sidered them ; and yet this man has the fran- 
tick audacity in this place, to assert that they 
were not orders ; and to declare, that he can- 
not st^nd the repetition of such abominable 
falsehoods as are perpetually urged against him. 
We cannot conceive that your Lordships will 
sufifer this, and if you do, I promise you, the 
Cofnmons will not suffer the justice of the 
country to be trifled with and insulted in this 
manner ; because, if such conduct be suffered 
by your Lordships, they must say that Very dis- 
agreeable consequences will ensue, and very dis- 
agreeable inferences will be drawn by the publtck 
concerning it. You will forgive, and we know 
how to forgive, the ravings of people smarting 
under a conscious sense of their guilt. But when 
we are reading documents given in evidence, 
and are commenting upon them, the use of this 
kind of language really deserves your Lordships' 
consideration. As for us, we regard it no more 
than we should other noise and brawlings of 
criminals, who in irons may be led through the 
streets, raving at the magistrate that has com- 
mitted them. We consider him as a poor 

miserable 



or WAERSN HASTIVOS^ XSQ* 79 

miserable man, railing at his accusers; it is 
natural he should fall into all these frantick 
ravings, but it is not fit or natural that the Court 
should indulge him in them. Your Lordships 
shall now hear in what sense Mr. Wheeler and 
Mr« Stables, two other members of the Council, 
understood this letter. 

Mr. Wheeler thus writes : — " It always has 
^^ been, and will be my wish to perform im- 
plicitly the orders of the Court of Directors, 
and I trust that the opinion which I shaH 
give upon that part of the Court's letter, 
** which is now before us, will not be taken up 
** against its meaning, as going to a breach of 
^' them ; the orders at present under the Board's 
*^ consideration are entirely provisional. 

^* Nothing has passed since the conclusion 
** of the agreement made by the Govemour 
" General with the Viaier at Chunar, which 
** induces me to allow the opinion which I 
^ before held, as well as from the Grovemour 
General's reports to this Board, as the opi- 
nions which I have heard of many individuals 
totally unconcerned in the subject, that the 
^* Begums at Fyzabad, did take a hostile patt 
^' against the Company during the disturbances 
** at Benares ; and I am impressed with a con- 
** viction that this conduct of the Begums did 

** not 
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** not proceed entirely from motives of self 
** defence ; but as the Court of Directors seem 
to be of a different opinion, and conceive that 
there ought to be stronger proofs of the defec- 
tion of the Begums than have been laid before 
" them ; I think, that before we decide on their 
orders, the late and present Resident at the 
Vizier's court, and the commanding officers in 
the Vizier's country, ought to be required to 
" collect and lay before the Board all the in- 
" formation they can obtain, with respect to the 
*♦ defection of the Begums during the troubles 
" in Benares, and their present disposition to 
" the Company.*' 

Mr. Stables, September 9th, 1783, writes 
thus : " The Court of Directors, by their 
" letter of the 14th February 1783, seem not 
*• to be satisfied with the disaffection of the 
Begums to this government, is sufficiently 
proved by the evidence before them. I there- 
fore think that the late and present Resident 
and commanding officers in the Vizier's 
country at the time should be called upon 
to collect what further information they caSi 
on the subject, in which the honour and 
dignity of the government is so materially 
** concerned, and that such information ma j'bfe 
" immediately transmitted to the <Jourt' df 
^* Directors.'* ' - r . 'u :«* 

When 
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When questioned upon this subject at your 
Lordships* bar, he gives this evidence: —Q. AVTiat 
was your motive for proposing that investiga- 
tion ? — A. A letter from the Court of Directors ; 
I conceived it to be ordered by them. Q. Did 
you conceive the letter of the Court of Direc- 
tors positively to direct that inquiry? — A. I did 
so certainly at the time, and I beg to refer to 
the minutes which expressed it. [A question 
was put to the same witness by a noble Lord :] 
Q. The witness bias stated, that at the time he 
has. mentioned, he conceived the letter from the 
Court of Directors to order an inquiry, and 
that it was upon that opinion that he regulated 
his conduct, and his proposal for such inquiry ; 
I wish to know whether the expression at the 
time was merely casual, or am I to understand 
from it that the witness has altered his opinion 
of the intention of this letter since that time? — 
A. I certainly retain that opinion, and I wished 
the inquiry to go on. 

• My Lords, you see that his colleagues so un- 
derstood it. You see that we so understood it, 
and still you have heard the Prisoner, after 
charging us with falsehood, insultingly tell us, 
we may go on as we please, we may go on in our 
own way. If your Lordships think that it was 
not a positive order which Mr. Hastings was 
bound to obey, you will acquit him of the*^ breach 

VoL.XVL G of 
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of it. But it is a most singular thing, among 
all the astonishing circumstances of this case, 
that this man, who has heard, from the beginning 
to the end of his trial, breaches of the Company's 
orders constantly charged upon him, — nay, I 
will venturle to say, that there is not a single step 
that we have taken in this prosecution, or in 
observations upon evidence, in which we have 
not charged him with an avowed direct breach 
of the Company's ordei' — you have heard it 
ten times this day,— in his defence before the 
Commons, he declares he did intentionally, in 
naming Mr. Markham, break the Company's 
orders : it is singular, I say, that this man should 
now pretend to be so sore upon this point. What 
is it now that makes him break through all the 
rules of common decency and common pro- 
priety, and shew all the burnings of guilt, upon 
being accused of the breach of one of the in* 
numerable orders which he has broken ; of which 
he has avowed the breaking, and attempted to 
justify himself a thousand times in the Com- 
pany's bookS) for having broken ? 

My Lords, one of his own body, one of the 
Council, has sworn at your bar, what he re- 
peatedly declared to be his sense of it.. We 
consider it as one of the strongest orders that 
can be given, because the reason of the order is 
added to it; the Directors declaring that if it 

should 
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should not be found upon inquiry — you see, my 
Lords, it puts the very case — if you do not find 
such and such things, we shall consider the 
English honour wounded and stained, and we 
direct you to make reparation. There are, in 
fact, two orders contained in this letter, which 
we take to be equally strong and positive ; and 
we charge him with the breach of both — namely, 
the order for inquiry, and the conditional order 
of restoring to the Begums their jaghires, or 
making satisfaction for them; and in case of 
any apprehension of reluctance in the Nabob, to 
bring them for security into the Company's ter- 
ritories. The two last positive orders are pre* 
ceded by the supposition of an inquiry, which 
was to justify him either in the acts he had done 
or to justify him in making restitution. He did 
neither the one nor the other. We aver that he 
disobeyed all these orders. And now let his 
impatience break out again. 

Your Lordships have seen, amongst the various 
pretences by which this man has endeavoured to 
justify his various delinquencies, that of fearing 
to offend the Nabob by the restoration of theii 
jaghires to the Begums, is one. Your Lordships 
will form your own judgment of the truth or 
falsehood of this pretence, when you shall have 
heard the letter which I shall now read to you, 
written to Mr. Hastings by the Nabob himself 

o 2 Lettei 
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Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Hast- 
ings, 25th February 1782, 
You performed on every occasion towards 
me, whatever was becoming of friendship ; I 
too have done whatever affection required and 
you commanded, and in future also, whatever 
may be your pleasure, there shall be no devi- 
^* ation therefrom, because whatever you direct 
is altogether for my benefit. The business for 
which I came to Fyzabad is become settled by 
your favour; particulars will become known 
to your wisdom from the writings of Mr. Mid- 
" dleton. . I am grateful for your favours. If in 
" these matters you sincerely approve me, com- 
" municate it, for it will be a comfort to me. 
Having appointed my own aumils to the jag- 
hire of the Lady Mother, I have engaged to 
pay her cash. She has complied with my 
views. Her pleasure is, that after receiving 
an engagement, he should deliver up the jag- 
hires. What is your pleasure in this matter ? 
If you command, it will comfort the Lady 
Mother giving her back the jaghire after I 
•* have obtained my views; or I will have it 
" under my aumil. I am obedient to your plea- 
" sure." 

Your Lordships here see the Begum a sup- 
pliant to have her jaghire restored (after entering 
into some engagement that might have been re- 
quired 
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quired of her,) and the Nabob, in a tone equally 
suppliant, expressing his consent, at least, that 
her request should be complied with, if the com- 
mand of Mr. Hastings could be procured. Mj 
Lords, in order to save your Lordships' time, 
and that I might not overload this business, I 
did not intend to have troubled you with any 
observations upon this part of it ; but the charge 
of falsehood which the Prisoner at your bar has 
had the audacity to bring against us, has in- 
duced me to lay it more particularly before you. 
We have now done with it ; but before we retire, 
your Ix)rdships will permit me to recapitulate 
briefly the substance of what has qow been 
urged respecting his conduct towards these 
miserable women. We accuse him of reiterated 
breaches of the orders of the Court of Directors, 
both in the letter and spirit of them, and of his 
contempt of the opinions which his colleagues 
in office had formed of them. We charge him 
with the aggravation of these delinquencies, by 
the oppression and ruin which they brought upon 
the family of the Nabob, by the infraction of 
treaties, and by the disrepute which in bis person 
was sustained by the government he represented, 
and by the stain left upon the justice, honour, 
and good faith of the English nation. We 
charge him with their farther aggravation, by 
sundry false pretences alleged by him in justi- 

G 3 fication 
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fication of this conduct, the pretended reluctance 
of the Nabob, the fear of offending him, the 
^suggestion of the Begums having forgotten and 
forgiven the wrongs they had suflfered, and of the 
danger of reviving their discontent by any attempt 
to redress them, and by his insolent langui^, 
that the majesty of justice with which he im- 
pudently invests himself, was only to be ap- 
prbached with solicitation. We have farther 
stated, that the pretence that he was only con- 
cerned in this business as an accessary, is equally 
false; it being on the contrary notorious, that 
the Nabob was the accessary, forced into the 
service, and a mere mstrument in his hands, and 
that he and Sir Elijah Impey, (whose employ- 
ment in this business we stated as a farther 
aggravation,) were the authors and principal 
agents. And we farther contend, that each of 
these aggravations and pretences is itself, in 
fact, and in its principle, a substantive crime. 

Your Lordships witnessed the insolence with 
which this man, stung to the quick by the recital 
of his crime, interrupted me ; and you heard 
his recrimination of falsehood aganst us. We 
again avouch the truth of all and every word we 
have uttered, and the validity of 6very proof 
with which we have supported them. Let his 
impatience, I say, now again burst forth j he 
who feels so sensibly every thing that touches 

him, 
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him, -and yet seeks for an act of indemnity for 
his own atrocities, by endeavouring to make you 
believe, that the wrongs of a desolated family 
are, within one year, forgotten by jthem, and 
buried in oblivion. 

I trust, my Lords, that both his prosecutors 
and his judges will evince that patience, which 
the Criminal wants. Justice is not to wait to 
have its majesty approached with solicitation ; 
we see that throne, in which resides invisibly, 
but virtually, the Majesty of England ; we see 
your Lordships representing, in succession, the 
juridical authority in the highest court in this 
kingdom, but we do not approach you with 
solicitation ; we make it a petition of right ; we 
claim it ; we demand it. The right of seeking 
redress is not suppliant, even before the Majesty 
of England ; it comes boldly forward, and never 
thinks it offends its Sovereign, by claiming what 
is the right of all his people. 

We have now done with this business; a busi- 
ness as atrocious as any that is known in the 
history of mankind ; a business that has stained, 
throughout all Asia, the British character, and 
by which our fame for honour, integrity, and 
publick faith, has been forfeited ; a business 
which has introduced us throughout that country, 
as breakers of faith, destroyers of treaties, plun- 
derers of the weak and unprotected, and has 
dishonoured, and will for ever dishonour, the 

G 4 British 
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British name. Your Lordships have had all this 
in evidence. You have seen in what manner the 
Nabob, his country, his revenues, his subjects, 
his mother, his family, his nobility, and all their 
fortunes, real and personal, have been disposed 
of by the Prisoner at your bar; and having seen 
this, you will, by the impatience of this criminal, 
estimate the patience of the unfortunate women 
into whose injuries he refused to inquire. What 
he would not do the Commons have done. They 
know that you have a feeling different from that 
which he manifested on this occasion ; they do 
not approach you suppliantly, but demand jus- 
tice J they insist that as the Commons have done 
their part, your Lordships will perform yours. 

We shall next proceed to shew your Lordships 
how he acted towards another set of women, the 
women of the late Sujah Dowlah, and for whom 
the Directors had ordered a maintenance to be 
secured by an express treaty. You will see that 
he is cruel towards the weak sex, and to all 
others, in proportion as they are weak and pow- 
erless to resist him. 

You will see, I say, when he had usurped the 
whole government of Oude, and brought it into 
a servile dependence on himself, how these 
women fared, and then your Lordships will judge 
whether or not, and in what degree, he is cri- 
minal. 

[Adjourned. 
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seventh day of the reply, 
(mr. burke.) 

MY LORDS, 

^ITj^HEN I had last the honour of addressing 
^ ^ your Lordships from this place, my ob- 
servations were principally directed to the unjust 
confiscation and seizure of the jaghires and 
treasures of the Begums, without previous accu- 
sation or trial, or subsequent inquiry into their 
conduct; in violation of a treaty made with them 
and guaranteed by the East India Company ; — 
to the long imprisonment and cruel treatment of 
their ministers, and to the false pretences and 
abominable principles by which the Prisoner at 
your bar has attempted to justify his conduct. 

The several acts of violence and of oppression 
were, as we have shewn your Lordships, com- 
mitted with circumstances of aggravated atrocity 
highly disgraceful to the British name and cha- 
racter; 
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racter; and particularly by his forcing the Nabob 
to become the means and instrument of reducing 
his mother and grandmother and their families 
to absolute want and distress. 

I have now to call your attention to his treat- 
ment of another branch of this miserable faqnily; 
the women and children of the late Nabob Sujah 
ul Dowlah. These persons were dependent upon 
the Begums ; and, by the confiscation of their 
property, and by the ruin of various persons who 
would otherwise have contributed to their main- 
tenance, were reduced to the last extremity of 
indigence and want. Being left without the 
common necessaries of life, they were driven to 
the necessity of breaking through all those local 
principles of decorum, which constitute the cha- 
racter of the female sex in that part of the world; 
and, after fruitless supplications and shrieks of 
&mine, they endeavoured to break the inclosure 
of the pglace, and to force their way to the 
market-place in order to beg for bread. When 
they had thus been forced to submit to the ex- 
tremity of disgrace and degradation, by exposing 
themselves to publick view with the starving 
children of their late sovereign the brothers and 
sisters of the reigning Prince, they were, in this 
attempt, attacked by the sepoys armed with 
bkdgeons, and driven back by blows into the 
palace. 

My 
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My Lords, we have first laid before you the 
sufferings and disgraces pf women of the first dis^ 
tinction in Asia ; protected by their rank — pro- 
tected by their seX'— protected by their near 
relation to the prince of the country — protected 
by two guarantees of the representative of the 
British government in India. We now come to 
another clas$ of women, who suffered by the 
violent misa,ppropriation pf the revenues of the 
Nabob, by which their regular allowance was 
taken from them ; and your Lordships will find, 
that this man'3 crimes, at every step we take, 
ripeQ in guilt ; his acts of positive injustice are 
always aggravated by his conduct with regard tx> 
the consequences of them, ajid form but a small 
part in the mass of oppression and tyranny, 
which we have brought before you. 

My Lprda, the unjust seizure pf the jaghires 
and treasures pf the Begums, out of which 
those women were maintained, reduced them to 
a state of indigence, and exposed them not only 
to the sufferings which belong to the physical 
nature of man, but also to the indignities which 
particularly affected their sex and condition. 
But before I proceed, 1 will beg leave to re-state 
to your Lordships, and recall to your memory who 
these women were. The Nabob Sujah Dowlah 
had but one legitimate wife ; though the Maho- 
metan law admitsof this number's beiiigextended 

in 
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in certain cases even to four — ^yet it is for the 
most part held disreputable, especially when a 
person is married to a woman of the first dis- 
tinction, to have more than one legitimate wife. 
Upon looking into the Hedaia your Lordships 
will see with what extreme rigour fornication is 
forbidden ; but we know that persons of high 
rank, by customs that supersede both religio^ 
and laws, add to the number of their wives or 
substitute in their room wives of a subordinate 
description, and indulge themselves in this licence 
to an unlimited degree ; you will find in Char- 
din's travels, where he treats of the subject of 
marriage, that such is the custom of all the 
princes of the East. The wives of this subor- 
dinate class, though they are in reality no better 
than concubines, and are subject to the power 
and caprices of their lords, are yet allowed, in 
the eye of the severest moralists, to have some 
excuse for their frailty and their weakness ; ami 
they accordingly always do find a degree of 
favour in this world, and become the object of 
particular protection. 

We know that Sujah ul Dowlah was a man 
unquestionably in his manners very licentious 
with regard to women, that he had a great num- 
ber of these women in his family ; and that his 
women and the women attendant upon the per- 
sons of his favourites had increased to a very 

great 
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great number. We know, that his sons amounted 
to twenty ; or according to Mr. Hastings's own 
account to nineteen. Montesquieu supposes 
that there are more females born in the East 
than in the West* But he says this upon no 
good ground. We know by better and more 
regular information concerning this matter, that 
the birth of males and females in that country, 
is in the same proportion as it is here; and 
therefore if you suppose that he had twenty 
sons, you may suppose he had about nineteen 
daughters. By the customs of that country all 
•these sons and daughters were considered as 
persons of eminent distinction, though inferiour 
to the legitimate children; assuming the rank 
of their father, without considering the rank 
which their mother held. All these wives with 
their children, and all their female servants and 
attendants, amounting in the whole to about 
eight hundred persons, 'were shut up in what 
they call the Khourd Mhal or lesser Palace. 
This place is described by one of the witnesses 
to be about as large as St. James's JSquare. Your 
Lordships have been told, that in other circum- 
stances as well as this, these women were con- 
sidered as objects of a great degree of respect, 
and of the greatest degree of protection. I refer 
your Lordships to the treaty by which their 

maintenance 
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maintenance was guaranteed by the English 
government. 

In order to let your Lordships see that I state 
nothing to you but what is supported not only 
by general history, which is enough to support 
an acccount of general manners, but by the par- 
ticular and peculiar opinions of a person best 
informed of the nature of the case ; I will refer 
you to the Nabob himself, for undoubtedly the 
Nabob of Oude, the Vizier of the empire, tbe 
Subadar of the country, was most likely to be 
the best judge of what respect was due to the 
women of his father's family. I will therefore 
read to your Lordships, from his own letters, 
what the Nabob's opinion Was upon thit 
subject. 

Extract of a letter from the Vizier, received 
28d of August 1782 : — " I never found resource 
" equal to the necessary expences. Every year 
" by taking from the ministers and selling the 
*• articles of my Harkhanna, I with great dis- 
" tress transacted the business; but I could not 
" take care of my dependents, so that some of 
thy brothers, from their difficulties, arose! and 
departed; and the people of the Khourd Mhal 
of the late Nawab, who are all my mothen, 
** from their distresses are reduced to poverty 
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» 

*' and involved in difficulties ; no man of rank 
" is deficient in the care of his dependents, in 
" proportion to his ability." 

Another letter from the Vizier, received the 
31st July 1784 :— " My brother, dear as life, 
Saadit Aid Khan, has requested that I would 
permit his mother to go and reside with him ; 
my fiiend, all the mothers of my brothers, and 
** the women of the late Nawab, whom I respect 
as my own mothers, are here, and it is incum- 
bent upon me to support them ; accordingly 
" I do it, and it is improper that they should be 
^ separated, nor do I approve it. By God's 
^' blessing and your kindness, I hope that all 
•* the women of the late Nawab may remain^ 
" here ; it is the wish also of my grandmother 
•* and my mother that they should." 

Your . Lordships now see in what degree of 
estimation the Nabob held these women. He 
regarded the wives of his father as his honourary 
mothers; he considers their children as his 
brethren y he thinks it would be highly disho- 
fiourable to his government, if one of them was 
taken out of the sanctuary in which they are 
placed, and in which, he say«, the great of the 
country are obliged to maintain their dependents. 
This is the account giv6n by the peraon best ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the usages of the country 'j best 
acquainted with his own duties } best acquainted 
with his own wishes. 

Now, my Lords, you will see in what light 
another person, the agent of a trading company, 
who designates himself under the name of Ma- 
jesty, and assumes other great distinctions, pre- 
sumes also to consider these persons; and in 
what contempt he is pleased to hold, what is 
respected, and what is held sacred in that coun- 
try. What I am now going to quote, is from 
the Prisoner's second defence. For I must re- 
mind your Lordships, that Mr. Hastings has 
made three defences ; one in the House of 
Commons ; another in the lobby of the House 
of Commons ; and a third at your Lordships' 
bar. The second defence, though delivered 
without name, to the Members in the lobby of 
the House of Commons, has been proved at 
your Lordships' bar, to be written by himself. 
This lobby, this out-of-door defence, militates 
in some respects, as your Lordships will find, 
with the in-door defence ; but it probably con- 
tains the real sentiments of Mr. Hastings him- 
self, delivered with a little more freeness when 
he gets into the open air, like the man who was 
so vain of some silly plot he had hatched, that 
he told it to the hackney coachman, and every 
man he met in the streets. 

He 
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He says, *' Begums are the ladies of an eastern 
** Prince, but these women are also styled the 
** Ladies of the late Vizier, and their sufferings 
are painted in such strong colours, that the un- 
suspecting reader is led to mix the subjects 
together, and to suppose that these latter too 
were princesses of Oude j that all their suf- 
ferings proceeded from some act of mine, or 
" had the sanction of my authority or permission. 
The fact is, that the persons of the Khourd 
Mahl (or little Seraglio) were young creatures 
picked up wherever youth and beauty could 
be found, and mostly purchased from amongst 
*^ the most necessitous and meanest ranks of 
** the people, for the Nabob's pleasures/' In 
the in-door defence, he says, " The said women, 
** who were mostly persons of low condition, 
** and the said children, if any such there were, 
** lived in the Khourd Mahl, on an esta- 
** blishment entirely distinct from the said 
« Begums/' 
• » » 
My Lords, you have seen what was the opinion 
of the Naboby who ought to know the nature and 
circumstances of his father's palace, respecting 
these women ; you hear what Mr. Hastings's 
opinion is : and now the question is, whether 
your Lordships will consider these women in 
ifce same light in which the person does who 
Vol. XVI. H is 
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in ifiMt nearly connected with thenit and moftt 
likely to know thenit or in the way in which 
Mr« Hatftingn han ttiought proper^ within doori 
and without door^ to dcMrribe them* Your 
Lordships will be pleaned to obiervCf that he hai 
brought no proof whatever of fact», which are ik> 
boldly smncrled by him in defiance of proof to the 
contrary, totally at variance with the letter of the 
iK>n of the man to whom these women belonged* 
Your Lord»hipfi| I say, will remark, that he hai 
produced not one word of evidence^ either within 
the llou^e of Commonn or the House of Peers, 
or in the lobby, or any where elsct to verify any 
one word he has said* He slanders these women 
in order to lessen that compassion which your 
Lordships might have for the suffisrings he in- 
flicted upon them* But admitting that some o( 
these women were of a meaner condition, and 
that they derived nothing from their connexion 
with the dignity of the person by whom they had 
children, (and we know that in the whole they 
amounted to about fourscore children, the Nabob 
having a race like the Patriarchs of old, as 
many great persons in that part of the world 
still have :) Supposing I say all this to be true ; 
yet when persons are reduced from ease and 
affluence to misery and distress, they naturally 
excite in the mind a greater degree of com- 
passion by comparing the circumstances in which 

they 
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they once stood, with those into which they are 
fallen ; for famine, degradation and oppression, 
were famine, degradation and oppression to 
those persons, even though they were as mean 
as Mr. Hastings chooses to represent them. 
But 1 hope, as you will sympathize with the 
great on account of their condition, that you 
will sympathize with all mankind on the ground 
of the common condition of humanity, which 
belongs to us all ; therefore I hope your Lordships 
will not consider the calumny of Mr. Hastings 
against those women, as any other than as an 
aggravation of his offence against them. That 
is the light in which the House of Commons 
considered it ; for they had heard, both his in^ 
door and out-door defence, and they still per- 
severed in making the Charge, and do persevere 
in making it still. 

We have first stated what these women were ; 
in what light they stood with the Nabob j in 
what Hght they stood with the country at large. 
I have now to state in what light they stood 
with the British government, previous to this 
invasion of their rights ; and we will prove they 
were the actual subjects of a guarantee by the 
Company. 

Extract from an Agreement made by Mr. 
Middleton, to all the particulars of which he 

H 2 engages 
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engages to procure a treaty from the Nabob 
A7.oph 111 Dowlah after his arrival, and that he 
will also sign it, as follows : — 

^* First, that whenever the Begum shall choose 
*^ to go to Mecca, she shall be permitted 
*• to go/' 

** Second, that when the Nabob shall arrive, 
^* I (Mr. Middleton) will procure suitable al- 
** lowances to be made to the ladies of the 
*' 2^nana and the children of the late Nabob 
** Sujah ul Dowlah, and take care that they 
" are paid." 

** Third, that the festivals, (Shaddee) and 
** marriages of the children of the late Nabob 
** Sujah ul Dowlah, shall be at the disposal of 
" the Begum ; whenever she thinks proper she 
^^ shall marry them ; and whatever money shall 
'* be necessary for these expences, shall be paid 

by the Nabob." 

Fourth, that the Syer of Coda Gunge and 
^^ Ally Gunge shall be retained by the Begum 
" as heretofore." 

•• Fifth, that I (Mr. Middleton) will, upon the 
** arrival of the Nabob, procure Vizier Gunge 
** and the garden of Sepoy dand Khan, or their 
" equivalent, for the Begum." 

" Sixth, that I (Mr. Middleton) will en- 
•^ deavour to obtain from the Nabob the sum of 
"1,150,000 rupees on account of the purchase 

"of 
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" of Metchee Bohaun, and the house of Sa- 
hebjee and the fort of the Gossim, with the 
land and garden and the barraderry on 
the banks of Goomply, and bazar and 
garden of the house of Mahnarain and the 
house of Beng Peofand at Lucknow $ all of 
which the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah has as- 
** sumed possession of." 

" Seventh, that I will settle with the Nabob 
*f the allowances to be made in ready money to 
*^ the ladies of *Zenana and others specified, in 
** the following amount :" — Total 1? lacks 250 
rupees per month. 

Eighth, upon the arrival of the Nabob 
Azoph^ul Dowlah Bahadre, I will endeavour 
** with all my influence to settle the monthly 
^* allowances of Mohrum Ally Khan and Mah- 
** mud Eltifant Khan, &c. the attendants of the 
*♦ Begums." 

*^ Ninth, that if the Begum shall go to Mecca, 
** she shall leave her mahals and jaghires to 
*^ the Begum^ the mother of Azoph ul Dowlah, 
" who shall remit the revenues thereof to the 
" Burree Begum ; no one shall prevent her en- 
** joying her jaghires." 






Now, my Lords, we will read the copy of an 
Engagement under the seal of the Nabob Azoph 
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ul Dowlah, and under the seal and signature in 
English, of Mr. Middleton, as follows : — 

** First, I, who am the Nabob Azoph ul 
** Dowlah Bahadre, do agree, that the jaghires 
" and the ginges and monthly allowance of the 
" officers and servants, and of the ladies of the 
Zenana and of those specified in the accounts 
annexed, shall be at the disposal and under 
** the management and authority of the Begum, 
" and no one shall oppose or prevent it; this 
" I will punctually observe. In this agreement 
" Mr. Middleton and the English are engaged.*' 
** Second, whenever the Begum may choose 
" to go to Mecca I will not oppose it.'' 

" Third, whenever the Begum should go to 
" Mecca, she shall leave her lands, jaghires, &c. 
" either in the care of my mother or of mej and 
I will procure bills for the amount of their 
revenues, and send them to her ; no one shall 
oppose this." 

Fourth, the Begum shall have authority 
" overall the ladies of her Zenana, she shall 
" let them remain with me and not let them go 
" any where without my permission, or keep 
** them with her." 

Fifth, the jaghires Coda Gung and Ally 
Gunge, &c. with the mahal and syer belong- 
ing to the Begum and made over, shall remain 

8 as 
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" as heretofore in her possession. — Total 14,460 









rupees per month." 

Eighth, the Begum has authority over the 
'* ladies and attendants of the 2^nana ; neither 

myself nor any one else will oppose it.*' 
Ninth, the Begum (my grandmother) shall 
'* have the authority in all festivals, and in the 

marriage of the children of the late Nabob 

Sujah ul Dowlah, and with the consent of my 
^' mother and myself, shall regulate them ; ex- 
^' cepting in the festivals (Shadee,) the authority 






" is mine." 



** The English are guarantees to the above 
*^ engagements, so long as the Begum shall 
" exist." 

Your Lordships will observe something here 
worthy of your notice. You will first perceive, 
that the very treaty in which Mr. Hastings, by 
his representative Mr. Middleton, was a party 
concerned, supposes that the Nabob Sujah ul 
Dowlah had other children besides the reigning 
prince by his sole legitimate wife ; and yet Mr. 
Hastings in his defence has thought proper, with 
a full knowledge of that circumstance, to doubt 
whether there were any other children. You 
next see, that these women have Mr. Middle^ 
ton's (that is, Mr. Hastings's) guarantee for the 
allowances which are made and settled upon 

H 4 them. 
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them, and for the maintenance of their attend- 
ants, for the security and enjoyment of their 
own possessions, for their having a law officer 
of high rank, a moulavre of their own. In short 
there is a regular establishment formed for all 
these women ; they are not separated as a part 
distinct from the Begums; but they are put, 
by this very guarantee, entirely under their 
management; the maintenance of the children 
is secured, the whole order and economy of their 
establishment is delivered entirely to the Begum 
the grandmother, and the Begum the mother of 
the Nabob. 

My Lords, you see that all these arrangements 
have the solemn guarantee of the Company, and 
that these women form a very considerable part 
of that guarantee ; and therefore your Lord- 
ships will not treat their sufferings, inflicted in 
violation of the Company's own settlement and 
guarantee, as a matter of no consideration for 
you. But to proceed — 

We have proved to your Lordships, that the 
Nabob was reduced to a state of the greatest 
possible misery and distress ; that his whole re- 
venue was sequestered into the hands of Mr. 
Hastings's agents ; that by the Treaty of Chunar 
he was to be relieved from the expence of a 
body of troops, with which he had been burdened 
without his own voluntary consent ; nay more, 

the 
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the temporary brigade which Mr. Hastings pro- 
posed to take off, but kept on ; which he con- 
siders not only as a great distress to his finances^ 
but a dreadful scourge and calamity to his 
country ; there was a whole pension list upoq 
it, with such enormous pensions as 18,000/1 a 
year to Sir Eyre Coote, and other pensions that 
Mr. Hastings proposed to take off, but did not. 
That in proportion as the Nabob's distress in- 
creased, Mr. Hastings's demands increased too ; 
he was not satisfied with taking from him for the 
Company, but he took from him for himself ; he 
demanded six hundred thousand pounds as a 
loan, when he knew he had neither money nor 
credit. 

The consequence of these acts of violence 
was, that these people, besieged by the English 
troops, and deprived of every resource, even of 
the funds of charity, by which the protectors of 
the family, male and female, might have re- 
lieved them, but which the cruel rapacity of 
Mr. Hastings had either entirely taken away, or 
greatly diminished, were reduced to the last ex*^ 
tremity of distress. 

After the length of time which has elapsed 
since we first brought these matters, with their 
proofs, I shall beg leave, before you go to 
judgment, to refresh your memory with a recital 
of a part of that evidence j in order that your 

Lordships 
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Lordships may again fully and distinctly com- 
prehend the nature and extent of the oppres- 
sion, cruelty, and injustice committed by Mr. 
Hastings, and by which you may estimate the 
punishment you will inflict upon him. 

Letter from Captain Leonard Jaques to 
Richard Johnson, Esq. resident at the 
Vizier's Court ; March 6th, 1782. 
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" Sir, — The women belonging to the Khourd 
Mahl complain of their being in want of every 
necessary of life, and are at last drove to that 
desperation, that they at night get on the top 
of the Zenana, make a great disturbance, and 
last night not only abused the centinels posted 
in the gardens, but threw dirt at them ; they 
" threatened to throw themselves from the 
** walls of the Zenana, and also to break out of 
** it. Humanity obliges me to acquaint you 
of this matter, and to request to know if you 
have any direction to give me concerning it. 
I also beg leave to acquaint you, I sent for 
Lataffit Ali Khan the cojah who has the charge 
of them, who informs me, their complaint is 
" well grounded, that they have sold every 
" thing they had, even to the clothes from their 
" backs, and now have no means of existing ; 
^* enclosed, I transmit you a letter from Mona- 
** tall on the subject." 

Letter 
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Letter from Captain Jaques to Richard 
Johnson, Esq. March 7th, 1782. 

" Sir, — I beg leave to address you again 
concerning the women in the Khourd Mahl ; 
their behaviour last night was so furious that 
there seemed the greatest probability of their 
proceeding to the utmost extremities, and 
that they would either throw themselves from 
the walls, or force the doors of the Zenana. 
1 have made every inquiry concerning the 
" cause of their complaints, and find from La- 
" taflSt Ali Khan, that they are in a starving 
" condition, having sold all their clothes and 
" necessaries, and now have not wherewithal 
'^ to support nature ; and as my instructions are 
" quite silent upon this head, should be glad 
" to know how to proceed in case they were to 
" force the doors of the Zenana ; as I suspect 
" it will happen, should no subsistence be very 
" quickly sent to them." 

Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow, 
Esq, Resident at the Court of Lucknow ; 
30th October 1782. 

" Last night, about eight o'clock, the women 
^< in the Khourd Mahl Zenana, under the charge 
'* of Lataffit Ali Khan, assembled on the topi!r 

'' of 
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** of the buildings, crying in a most lamentable 
" manner for food ; that for the last four days 
" they had got but a very scanty allowance, 
" and that yesterday they had got none. The 
** melancholy cries of famine are more easily 
" imagined than described ; and from their re- 
" presentations, I fear that the Nabob's agents 
" for that business are very inattentive. I there- 
fore think it requisite to make you acquainted 
with the circumstance, that his Excellency 
the Nabob may cause his agents to be more 
circumspect in their conduct to these poor 
unhappy women.*' 

Letter from Mr. Bristow to Major Gilpin; 
Fyzabad, 4th November 1782. 

• 

" Sir, — I have received your letters of the 
" 12th, 19th, 27th, and 30th ultimo. I com- 
** niunicated the contents of that of the 30th to 
" the minister, who promised me to issue orders 
" for the payment of a sum of money to relieve 
" the distress of the Khourd Mahl. I shall also 
" forward a bill for 10,000 rupees to you in 
** the course of three or four days ; and if in 
" the mean time you may find means to supply 
" to the amount of that sum, I will become 
" personally responsible to you for the repay- 
" menf 

Letter 
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Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow, 
Esq. at the Court of Lucknow ; Fyzabad, 
15th November 1782. 

" Sir, — The repeated cries of the women in 
*' the Khourd Mahl Zenana for subsistence, 
" have been truly melancholy. They beg most 
" piteously for liberty, that they may earn their 
" daily bread by laborious servitude, or be re- 
" lieved from their misery by immediate death. 
" In consequence of their unhappy situation, 
" I have this day taken the liberty of drawing 
^* on you in favour of Ramnarain at ten days 
" sight, for twenty son Kerah rupees, ten thou- 
" sand of which I have paid to Cojah Lataffit 
" Ali Khan, under whose charge that Ze- 
" nana is.*' 

These, my Lords, are the state of the dis- 
tresses in the year 1782; and your Lordships 
will see that they continued almost, with only 
occasional reliefs, during the period of that 
whole year. Now we enter into the year 178S, 
to shew you that it continued during the whole 
time ; and then I shall make a very few remarks 
upon it. 

I will now read to your Lordships a part of 
Mr. Holt's evidence, by which it is proved that 
Mr. Hastings was duly advertized of all these 

miserable 
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miserable and calamitous circumstances : — 
" Q. Whether you saw a letter of intelligence 
from Fyzabad, containing a relation of the treat- 
ment of the women in the Khourd Mahl ? — 

4 

A.. Yes, I did, and translated it, Q. From 
whom did it come? — A. Hoolas Roi. Q. Who 
was he ? — A. An agent of the Resident at Fy- 
zabad, employed for the purpose of transmitting 
information to the Resident. Q. Was that 
paper transmitted to Mr. Hastings? — A. To the 
best of my recollection it was transmitted to the 
Board, after I had attested it. Q, Do you re- 
member at what distance of time after the re- 
ceipt of the intelligence respecting the distresses 
of the Khourd Mahl, that paper was transmitted 
to Calcutta? — A. I cannot say. Q. Do you 
believe it was transmitted within ten months 
after the time it was received? — A. I under- 
stood it to be a letter received just before it was 
transmitted. Q. Then you understand it was 
transmitted as soon as received ? — A. Yes, in the 
course of three days. Q. Can you bring to 
your mind the time at which the translation 
was made ? — A. To the best of my recollection 
it was in January 17S4. Q. Whether the dis- 
tresses that had been complained of had ceased 
for above a twelvemonth before the distresses of 
the Khourd Mahl ? — A, I understood they were 
ne'w distresses. Q. Then you state that that 

account 
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account transmitted in 1784 was, as you under- 
stand, an account of new distresses? — A. Yes.*' 

I shall now refer your Lordships to page 899 
of your printed minutes : — [The Managers for 
the Commons acquainted the House, that they 
would next read the paper of intelligence which 
had been authenticated by Mr. Holt^ in his 
evidence at the bar, relative to the miserable 
situation of these women, which they meant to 

bring home to Mr. Hastings :] An Extract 

of a Consultation of the 17th February 1784. — 
At a Council ; present. The Honourable War- 
ren Hastings, Esq. Governor General, President; 
Edward Wheeler and John Stables, Esqrs. Mr. 
Macpherson absent from the Presidency for the 
benefit of his health ; The following letter and 
its enclosures were received from Mr. Bristow 
on the 8th instant, and circulated : — ** Honour* 
" able Sir, and Gentlemen : — I have the honour 
" to forward for your further information, the 
" Enclosure No. 3 ; it contains a relation of the 
" hardships endured by the ladies of the late 
** Vizier Zenana." — Signed John Bristow. 

Translation of a Paper of intelligence from 

Fyzabad. 

" The ladies, their attendants and servants, 
" were still as clamorous as last night j Lataffit 

the 
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*^ the daroga went to them, and remonstrated 
with them on the impropriety of their con- 
duct, at the same time assuring them, that 
in a few days all their allowances would be 
paid, and should that not be the case he 
" would advance them ten days subsistence, 
" upon condition that they returned to their 
" habitations ; none of them however consented 
to his proposal, but were still intent upon 
making their escape through the bazar, and 
** in consequence formed themselves in the fol- 
lowing order:— The children in the front, 
behind them the ladies of the Seraglio, and 
" behind them again their attendants ; but their 
intentions were frustrated, by the opposition 
which they met with from Lataffit's sepoys. 
The next day Lataffit went twice to the 
" women, and used his endeavours to make 
" them return into the Zenana, promising to 
" advance them ten thousand rupees, which 
" upon the money being paid down, they agreed 
" to comply with; but night coming on, no^ 
" thing transpired. 

" On the day following, their clamours were 
" more violent than usual; Lataffit went to 
" confer with them on the business of yester- 
** day, offering the same terms, depending upon 
** the fidelity of his promises, they consented 
to return to their apartments, which they' 

" accordingly 
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*^ accordingly did, except two or three of the 
^^ ladies, and most of their attendants ; Lataffit 
" < went then to . Hoshmund Ali Khan, to con- 
^' suit with him about what means they diould 
^* take; they came to a resohition of driving 
" them in by force, and gave orders to their 
*^ sepoys to beat any one of the women who 
^* should attempt to move forward ; the sepoys 
^^ accordingly assembled, and each one being 
'^ provided with a bludgeon, they drove them, 
*^ by dint of beating, into the Zenana; the 
" women, seeing the treacliery of Lataffit, pro- 
^* ceeded to throw stones and bricks at the 
'^ Kpoys and again attempted to get out, but 
finding that impossible from the gates being 
shut, they kept up a continual dischiaige till 
" about twelve o'clock, when finding their situa^ 
tion desperate, they returned into the Rung 
Mahl, and forced their way from thence into 
the palace, and dispersed themselves about 
the house and gardens. After this they were 
** desirous of getting into the Begum's apart« 
" mentSy bul she, being apprized of their inten- 
" tions, ordered the doors to be shut; in the 
<* mean time Lataffit and Hoshmund Ali Khan 
posted justices to secure the gates of the les^ 
ser Mahl. During the whole of this conflict, 
** the ladies and women remained exposed to 
" the view of the sepoys. 
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The Begum then sent for Lataffit and 
Hoshmtmd Ali Khan, whom «he severely 
reprimanded, and insisted upon knowing the 
cause of this infamous behaviour ; th^y pleaded 
in their defence the impossibility of helping 
'^ it, as the treatment the women had met with 
^< had only been conformable to his Excellency 
" the Vizier's orders. The Begum alleged, 
that even admitting that the Nabob had given 
these orders, they were by no means autho- 
^' rized in this ihanner to disgrace the family of 
^* Sujah Dowlah, and should they not receive 
f* their allowances for a day or two, it could 
^* be of no great moment; what had passed 
'^ was now at an end, but that the Vizier should 
•* certainly be acquainted with the whole of the 
^* afiair, and . that whatever he directed, she 
^* should implicitly comply with. The Begum 
" then sent for two of the children who were 
*^ wounded in the affray of last night, and after 
'^ endeavouring to sooth them, she again sent 
** to Lataffit and Hoshmund Ali Khan, and in 
*'^ the presence of the children again expressed 
^' her disapprobation of their conduct, and the 
f* improbability of Azoph ul Dowlah'^ suffering 
^rthe ladies and children of Sujah Powlah to 
** be disgraced by being exposed to the view of 
f* the sepoys ; upon which Lataffit produced 
" the letter from the Nabob, representing that 

he 
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*^ he was amenable only to the order of his 
Excellency, and that whatever he ordere^l it 
was his duty to obey ; and that had the ladies 
'^ thought proper to have retired quietly to 
^heir apartments, he would not have used the 
means he > had taken to compel them. The 
Begum again observed, that what had passed 
w^ npw over, She then gave the children 
*/ 400 rupees and dismissed thern^ and sent 
<* vfQvd by Sunrud and the other eunuchs, that 
** if the ladies would peaceably retire 1^ their 
apartments, Lataffit would supply them with 
three or four thousand rupees for their pre- 
sent expences, and recommended them not 
to incur any further disgrace j^ and that if 
they did npt thinlf proper to act agreeflJbly to 
** her directions, they would, do wrong. The 
^^ ladies. foUowed her advice, and about ten at 
** night went back to the Zenana. The next 
** morning the Begum waited upon ijie mother 
of Sujah Dowlah, and related to her all the 
circumstances of the disturbance j the mother 
** of Sujah Dowlah jeturned for answer, that 
** after there bjeing ng accounts kept by crores 
** of revenue, she was not surprised that the 
'V.family of Sujah Dpwlah,.in their endeavours 
^V to procure si^b^istence, should be obliged to 
'Ve:^pose themselves to the meanest of the peo^ 
" pie. After bewailing their misfortunes, si-pd 
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" shedding many tears, the Begum took her' 
" leave and returned home/' 

As a proof of the extremity of the distress 
which reigned in the Khourd Mahlj your Lord- 
ships have been told, that these women must 
have perished through famine, if their gaolers. 
Captain Jaques and Major Gilpin, had not raised 
money upon their own credit, and supplied them 
with an occasional relief; and therefore when 
they talk of his peculation^ of his taking but a 
bribe here and sl bribe there, see the consequences 
of his system of peculation, see the consequence 
of a usurpation which extinguishes the natural 
authority of the country, see thie consequences 
of a clandestine correspondence that does not 
let the injuries of the country come regularly 
before the authorities in Oudfe, to relieve it ; 
consider the Whole mass of crimes, and then 
b'ohsider the sufferings that have arisen in con- 
Sequence of it. 

My Lords, it was not corporal pain alone 
that these miserable women suffered. The un- 
satisfied cravings of hunger, and the blows of 
the sepoys bludgeons, could touch only the 
{)hysica] part of their nature. But, my Lords, 
men are made of two parts ; the physical part 
and the moral. The former he has in common 
with' the brute creation. Like theirs, our cor- 
poreal 
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poreal .pains. are very limited and temporarjr. 
.But.the sjufierings which touch our moral nature, 
ihave a wider range, and are infinitely more acute, 
driving the sufferer sometimes to the extremities 
.of despair and distraction. Man, in his moral 
•nature, becomes, in his progress through life, a 
•creature of prejudice — a creature of opinions — 
a creature of habits, and of sentiments growing 
out of them. jThese form our second nature, as 
inhabitants of the country and members of the 
society . in which . Providence has placed us. 
This sensibility of our moral nature is far more 
acute in that sex, which I may say, without any 
compliment, forms the better and more virtuous 
part of mankind ; and which is at. the same time 
the least protected from the insults and outrages 
to which this sensibility exposes them. This is a 
;new, source of feelings that often make corporal 
xlistress doubly felt; and it has a whole class 
of distresses of its own. These are the things 
ihat have gone to the heart of the Commons. 

We have stated first, the sufferings of the 
Begum, and secondly the sufierings of the two 
thousand women, I believe they are not fewer in 
•number, that belong to them^ and are dependent 
upoa them, and dependent, upon their well- 
.being. - We have stated to you, that the Court 
;of Directors were shocked and astonished when 

1 3 they 
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they received the account of the first, before 
they had heard the second. We Have prbveH 
they desired bim to redress the former, if, npefh 
inquiry, he found that his original suspicioilB 
concerning their conduct were ill founded*. 
He has declared here that he did not consider 
these as orders. Whether they were orders or 
not, could any thing have been more pressing 
upon all the duties and all the sentiments of 
man than at least to do what Was just, that is^ 
to make such an inquiry as in the result tnight 
justify his acts, or have entitled them to redress? 
Not one trace of inquiry or redress do we find; 
except we suppose, as we hear notfaitig after this 
of the famine, that Mr. Bristow; who s^enis tft 
be a man of humanity, did so effectually inter- 
pose, that they should no longer depend for tb* 
safety of tbeir honour on the bludgeons of the 
sepoys, by which alone it seems they were d^ 
fended from the profane view of the vulgar, aiwl 
which we must state as a matter of great aggrs^ 
vation in this case. 

The Counsel on the other side say that i41 
this intelligence <:omes in an anonymous paper 
without date, transmitted from a newspaper 
writer at Fyzabad. This is the contempt- With 
which they treat this serious paper sent to Mi^. 
Hastings Himself by official authority; by Hoota^ 

Roi, 
1 



OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 119 

Roi, who was the newswriter at Fyzabad ; the 
person appointed to convey authentick intelli*> 
gence concerning the state of it to the Resident 
at Lucknow. The Resident received it as such ;' 
he transmitted it to. Mr. Hastings, and it was 
not till this hour, till the Counsel were instructed 
(God forgive them for obeying such instructions) 
to treat these things with ridicule, that we have 
heard this Hoolas Roi called a common news-^ 
writer of anonymous information, and the like. 
If the information had come in any way the least 
authentick, instead of coming in a manner the 
most auJthentick in which it was possible to come 
to Mr.. Hastings— rhe was bound by every feeling 
of humanity, every principle of regard to his own 
faionour and his employer's, to see whether.it was 
true or false; if false to refute it; if true to 
afford redress: he has done neither. Therefore 
^e charge; him with being the cause ; we charge 
upon him the consequences, with all the aggrava* 
tiqns attending them; and we call both upon 
justice and humanity for redress, as far as it can 
be afforded to these people^ and for .the severest 
punishments which your Lordships can inflict 
upon the autho];>. of these evils. If instead of 
the mass of crimes that we have brought before 
you,; this singly had been charged upon the 
Prisoner, I will say that it is a greater crimb 
than any m^u has ever been impeached for 

1 4 before 
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before the House of Lords, from the first records 
of Parliament to this hour. . 

I need not . remind your Lordships of one 
particular cirx^umstance in this cruel outrage. 
No excuse or pretence whatever is brought 
forward in its justification. With respect to the 
Begums, they have been charged with rebellion; 
but who has accused the miserable inhabitants 
of the Khpurd Mahl of rebellion or rebellious 
designs? What hearsay is there even against 
them of it ? — No ; even the persons permitted 
by Mr. Hastings to rob and destroy the country, 
and who are stated by him to have been so 
employed; not one of that legion of locusts 
which he had sent into the country to eat up 
and devour the bread of its inhabitants ; and 
who had been the cause, both, of the famine 
itself, and of the inability of the Begums to 
struggle with it ; none of these people, I say, 
ventured even a hearsay about these women. 
. Were the sufferers few? There were eight 
hundred of them, besides children. Were they 
persons of any rank and consequence? We are 
told that they were persons of considerable rank 
and distinction, connected with, and living under 
the protection of women of the first rank in 
Asia. Were they persons not deserving pity ? 
We know that they were innocent women and 
children, not accused, and unsuspected of any 

crime. 
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crime. He has taken into his head, to speak 
contemptuously of these women of the Khourd 
Mahl : but your Lordships will consider both 
descriptions generaHy with some respect ; and 
where they are not objects of the highest re- 
spect, they will be objects of your compassion. 
Your Lordships, by your avenging justice, will 
rescue the name of the British government from 
the foulest disgrace which this man has brought 
upon it. 

An account of these transactions, as we have 
proved by Mr. Holt's evidence, was regularly 
transmitted and made known to him. But why 
do I say made known to him ? — Do not your 
Lordships know that Oude was his, that he 
treated it like his private estate, that he managed 
it in all its concerns as if it were his private 
demesne; that the Nabob dared not do a single 
act without him ; that he had a Resident there 
nominated by himself, and forced upon the 
Nabob, in defiance of the Company's orders ? 
yet notwithstanding all this, we do not find a 
trace of any thing done to relieve the aggravated 
distresses of these unfortunate people. 

These are some of the consequences of that 
abominable system, which, in defiance of the 
laws of his cbuntry, Mr. Hastings established in 
Oude ; he knew every thing there, he had spies 
upon his regular agents, and spies again upon 

them. 
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them. We can prove, (indeed he has himself 
provedi) that besides his correspondence with 
his avowed agents Major Palmer and Major 
Davy, he had secret correspondence with a whole 
host of agents and pensioners, who. did and 
must have informed him of every circumstance 
of these afiairs. But if he had neVer been in- 
formed of it at all, the Commons contend^- and 
very well and justly contend, that he who usurps 
the government of a country, who extinguishes 
the authority of its native sovereign, and places 
in it instruments of hjs own, and that in defiance 
of those whose orders he was bound to obey, is 
responsible for every thing th&t was done in the 
country. We do charge him with these acts of 
delinquencies and omissions, we declare him re- 
sponsible for them ; and we call for your Lord- 
ship's judgment upon these outrages against 
humanity, as cruel perhaps as ever were^sufifered 
in any country. a j 

My Lords, if there is a spark of manhood, if 
there is in your breasts the least feeling for our 
common humanity, and especially for the suf- 
ferings and distresses of that, part of human 
nature which is made by its peculiar constitution 
more quick: and sepsible. — ^If^ I say, there i&a 
trace of tht» in. your breasts, if you^are yet aliVe 
to such feeliags, it is impossible. that you, should 
noftjoin with the Commons of Great Britain^, in 

feeling 
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feeling the utmost degree of indignation against 
the man who was the guilty cause of this accu- 
mulated distr€»9fs. You see women, whom we 
bAVe proved ta be df respectable rank and con- 
ditidii^ exf>Osed to what is held to be the last of 
indignities in that country, the view of a base,' 
inialulCing, ridiculing, or perhaps vainly pitying 
pojpulace. You have before you the first women 
in 'Asia, who consider their honour as joined 
with that of these people, weeping and bewail^ 
kig the calamities of their house. You have 
seen, that in this misery and distress the sons 
of the Nabob were involved, and that two of 
them were wounded in an attempt to escape; 
and yet this man has had the impudence to de- 
clare his doubts of the Nabob's having had any 
children in the place; though the account of 
what was going on had been regularly trasns- 
mitted to him. After this, what is there in his 
condudt that we can wonder at ? 

My Lords, the itiaintenance of these women 
had been guaranteed by the Company, but it 
was doubly guaranteed under the great seal of 
haihaiiity. The conscience of every man, and 
more Especially of the great* and powerful^ is the 
keeper of that great* seal, and knows what i^ 
due to its authority. Forthe violation of bbth 
theSse guaranteeSj without even the vain *an3 
frivolous pretence of a i^bielHon, * and for all^i^s 

consequences, 



124 SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMliNT 

consequences, Mr. Hastings is answerable ; Snd 
he will not escape your justice by those miserable 
excuses which he has produced to the Court of 
'Directors, and which he has produced here in 
his justification. My Lords, that justification 
we leave with your Lordships. 

We now proceed to another part of our 
Charge, which Mr. Hastings has not thought 
proper to deny, but upon which we shall beg 
leave to make a few observations. You will 
first hear read to you, from ihe 17th Article of 
our Charge, the subject matter to which we now 
wish to call your attention. 



" That in or about the month of March 
17-83, three of the said brothers of the Na- 
bob, namely, Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza 
Imay ul Ally, and Myrza Syof Ally, did 
represent to the said Bristow, that they were 
in distress for dry bread and clothes ; and in 
consequence of such representation, were re- 
lieved by the intervention of the said Bristow ; 
but soon afler the deputation of the said 
Warren Hastings, to Oude, in the year 1784 ; 
that is to say, sometime in or about the 
month of September, in the said year 178^1', 
the said Myrza Hyder Ally, one of the three 
princes aforesaid, did fly to the province of 
^ Benares, and did remain there iq great dis- 
tress J 
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" tress J and that although the said Warrea 
** Hastings did write to the said Nabob aq ac- 
** count of the aforesaid circumstances, in cer- 
'^ tain loose, light, and disrespectful expressions 
^* concerning the said Myrza Hyder Ally, he 
** did not, as he was in duty bound to dp, in 
" anywise exert that influence which he ac- 
" tually and notoriously possessed over the mind 
** of the said Nabob, for the relief of the said 
^^ prince, the brother of the said Nabob ; but 
** without obtaining any satisfactory and spe- 
^* cific assurances, either from the said Nabob, 
'" or the said minister, the said Warren Hastings 
" did content himself with advising the said 
** prince to return to his brother the said 
^* Nabob;* 

The answer of Mr. Hastings to that part of 
the seventeenth Article, states : — " And the 
'** said Warren Hastings says, that in or about 
" the month of July, in the year 1 783, a paper 
" was received enclosed in a letter to the Go- 
" vernour General and Council from Mr. 

Bristow, purporting to be a translation of a 
" letter from three brothers of the said Vizier, 
" in which they did represent themselves to be 
" in distress for dry bread, and clothes ; but 
" whether such distress actually existed, and 
** was relieved by the said Bristow, the said 
" Warren Hastings cannot set forth." 

** And 
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^^ And the said Warren Hastings further 
^^ says, that some time in the. month of Septem* 
'< ber 1784, the said Warren Hastingi^ being 
^* then at Benares, did receive information, that 
" Myrza Hyder Ally was arrived there, and the 
*' said Warren Hastings, not knowing before 
that time that there was any such person, 
did write to the Nabob Vizier, to the purport 
" or effect following : — * A few' days I learned 
** that a person called Myrza Hyder. Ally was 
** arrived at Benares, and called himself a son 
'^ of the deceased Nabob Sujah ul Dowlab, and ' 
** I was also told that he came from Fyzabad ; 
^' as I did not know whether he left Fyzabad, 
with or without vour consent, I therefore did 
not pay him much attention, and .1 now 
** trouble you to give me every information on 
^\ the subject, how he came here, and . what 
'^ your intentions are about him ; he remains 
« here in great distress, and I therefore wish to 
** know your sentiments/ " 

V* And the said Warren Hastings : further 
" says, that having received an answer froin the 
" said Vizier, he did, on or about the , 13th 
" of October 1784, enclose the same in a letter 
•' to the said Myrza, of which lettier the. follow- 
" ing is a copy :— * An answer is arriyqd to 
" what I wrote on your account to the Nabob 
" Vizier, which I enclose to you ; having read 
" it, you will send it back, t conceive you had 

" better 
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" better go to the Nabob Vizier's presence, 
" who will certainly afford you protection and 
'* assistance. I will write what is proper to 
*^ carry you to the Nabob, and it will in every 
'* respect be for your good ; whatever may be 
" your intention on this head, you will write 
" to me/ " 

^' And the said Warren Hastings submits, 
'• that it was no part of his duty as Governour 
General^ to interfere with the said Vizier, on 
behalf of the said Myrza ; or to obtain from 
the said Vizier , any specifick assurances on 
the subject." 
Continuation of the seventeenth Article of the 
Charge: — ** That in order to avoid famine at 
home, another of the Nabob's brothers, by 
name Myrza Jungli, was under the necessity 
of flying from his native country, and did seek 
protection from a certain Mahometan lord 
called Myrza Shuffii Khan, then prime minis- 
ter of the Mogul, from whom he did go to 
the camp of the Mahratta chief Mhadagee 
^< Scindia, where he did solicit and obtain a mili- 
<* tary command, together with a grant of lands 
^^ or jaghire, for the subsistence of himself, his 
<< family and followers ; but wishing again to 
" be received under the protection of the 
" British government, the said Myrza Jungli, 
" in 1783, did apply to the said Resident 

Bristow, 
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Bristow, through David Anderson, Esq. then 
on an embassy in the cainp of the 8iMd. Scin- 
^^ dia ; and in consequence of such-applicqttion, 
^' the said Bristow, sensible of the < disgrace 
^^ which the exile of the s^d Myrza ,Jji,uigli 
*^ reflected, both on the said Nabob of Qude 
** and the British nation, didnegociate with the 
" Nabob and his ministers for the Teturn of the 
*^ said Myrza Jungli, and for the settlement and 
regular payment of some proper allowance 
for the maintenance of the said Myrza 
** Jungli J but the allowance required was ulti- 
" mately refused ; and although the whole 
" of the transactions aforesaid were duly re- 
presented to the said Warren^ Hastings^ by 
the said Anderson, and by the saidf Biu^- 
tow ; and although he had himself x^j^^y^,^ 
so early as the 23d of August lySg, ,a,Jl^tpr 
*' from the Vizier, grievously complaiiup^^of 
** the cruel and extortions demands . ioiade 
upon him by the said Warren Hastings ; in 
which letter he did expressly mention. tjbe 
flight of his brother, and the disti esses /of^t^e 
women of his late father, who he said/.were 
all his mothers ; and that his said lixothoc^, 
from the resumption of their jag}|ir<^, ^Wj^^a 
reduced to great af&iction and distress ;\jand 
he did attribute the said flight of SQifieQiJih^ 
" brethren, and the distresseis of XhQf^^L.^d„ 
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** of the women who stood in a species of ma- 
** ternal relation to him, as owing to tlie afore- 
said oppressive demands ; yet the said Warren 
Hastings did cruelly, inhumanly, and cor- 
ruptly decline to make any order for the 
better provision of any of the said eminent 
family, or for the return of the said prince^ 
*^ who had fled from his brother^! court, to 
** avoid the danger of perishing by {aunioe.^ 

Answer of Mr. Hastings to that part of the 
Charge :— " And the said Warren Hastings for- 
'< ther says, that he was informed, that Myrza 
'* Jungli, in the said Article also mentioned, did 
^ leave his native country in distretf, and did go 
'< to Myrza Shuffii Khan, in the said Article 
^* also mentioned ; and the said Warren Hastiogi* 
^< likewise admits he was informed, that the said 
<^ Myrza Jungli did afterwards leave the said 
*< Myrza Shufib Khan, and repair to the camp 
<< of Mhad^^ee Sdndia, with a view of obtain- 
'^ ing some establishment for hioMeif and foU 
" lowers.'* 

** And the said Warren Hastings further says 

** that in certain letters written by David An- 

derson, Esq. and John Brntow, Esq. it was 

represented that the said Myrza Jungli did 

^ apply to the said Bristow, throng the said 

^< Andeisoo, then on an em b as sy in the camp of 
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the said Scindia, and that ia consequence 
thereof,! thje 3aid Bristow did, aroongsli other 
things, apply to the Nabob Vizier foi: a cisrtam 
** allowance to be made to the, said Myrsa, and 
" for the regular payment thereof, and that 
*^ a certain allowance was accordingly settled by 
" the said Vizier on the said Myrza y and the 
** said Warren Hastings says^ that informatioii (^ 
*^ the above transactions was transmitted to the 
Board of Council ; and that a letter from the 
said Vizier was received on the 23d of August 
17S2, containing certain representations of the 
distresses of himself and family ; and he admits 
that no order was made by him the said 
Warren Hastings,, for the provision of 2^"^ of 
the said family, or for the return of thip sfiid 
Myrza j but the said Warren Haatii:^ dei^es 
that he was guilty of any cruelty, idahuo^ipi^y, 
*^ or corruption^ or of any misconduct wl^atso- 
S*" ever in the matters aforesaid.*' . / 
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Continuation of the Charge :— '* That^pme 
time, in or about the month of December 
1788, the Nabob Behadre, another of thp bro- 
thers of the said Nabob of Oude, did represent 
to the said Bristow, that be the isaid Ni^ob 
Behadre had not received a farthing of \\i^ -aU 
** lowance for the currejnt year, and waa witjl^ut 
" fpodj and being wounded by ap ^as^ini j^^ho 

7 ' . ■ " had 
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*' had also murdered his auDt in the very capital 
<^ of Oude, the said Nabob Bdiadre had not a 
'^ daum to pay the surgeon, who attended hia 
<^ for the love of God al(me ; that at or about 
" the period of the above representation, the 
^* said Bristow was recalled, and the said Warren 
Hastings proceeded up to Lucknow, but 
not inquire into the said representations 
mitted by the said Bristow to Calcutta, nor 
" order relief.** 

Mr. Hastings's answer to the part of die Charge 
last read : — " And the said Warren Hastings 
*• further says, that on the 29th January 178*f 
" after the recall of the said Bristow, he the said 
" Bristow did transmit to the Govemour Grehe- 
" ral and Council two letters, one dated the 28th 
of December 1783, the other the 7th January 
1784, purporting to be written by the said 
" Nabob Behadre, addressed to him the said 
" Bristow, to the effect in the said Article stated j 
'^ and the said Warren Hastings admits, that 
" when at Lucknow he did not institute an in- 
** quiry into the supposed transaction in the said 
" seventeenth Article stated, or make any order 
** concerning the said Behadre, and he denies: 
*' that it was his duty so to do.** Here is the 
name of this Nabob from a list of the jaghirdars 
stated by Mr. Purling, page 485 printed Minutes. 

k2 Amongst 
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Amongst the names of jaghirdars, the times when 
granted, and the amount of the jaghires,' there 
occurs that of the Nabob Behadre, with a grant 
of a jaghire, of the amount of 20,000 rupees. 

[The Lord Chancellor here remarked, that what 
had been just read was matter of the seventeenth 
Article of the Charge and parts of the answer 
to it } and that upon looking back to the former 
proceedings, it has escaped his attention if any 
matter contained in the seventeenth Article had 
been made matter of the charge. That it there- 
fore seemed to him that it could not be brought 
in upon a reply, not having been made matter of 
the charge originally.] 

Mr. Burke. My Lords, I have to say to this, 
that I believe you have heard these facts made 
matter of charge by the House of Commons, that 
I conceive they have been admitted by the Pri- 
soner ; and that the Commons have noiffaihg to 
do with the proofs of any thing in their charge, 
which is fully and in terms admitted. ITie j^roofs 
which they have produced to your' Lordships, 
were upon matters which were contested v but 
here the facts are admitted in the full^t man- 
ner ; we neither have abandoned them,^itrtended 
to abandon th^rn, or ever shall abandoti th^m ; 
we have made them, as a charge, upoh'refdbrd. 
The answers to them have been recorded,' which 

answers 
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answers are complete admissions of every fact in 
the charge. 

[Lord' Chancellor. I do not make myself un* 
derstood. The pbjection is not that there has 
not been evidence given upon the seventeenth 
Article, but at the close of the case on the. part 
of the Managers for the House of Commons^ no 
mention having been made of the matter con- 
tained in the seventeenth Article ; that therefore, 
although it may all have been admitted by the 
answer to be true, yet injustice if from that an- 
swer you ground the charge, it is necessary the 
defendant should be; heard upon it.] 

Mr. Burke. If your Lordships choose that 
the defendant shall be heard upon it, we have no 
kind o£ob|ection, nor ever had, or proposed an 
obj^sction to the defendant being heard upon it. 
Your Xiordships know that the defendant's conn- 
s' v:alue themselves upon having abandoned 
their defence against certain parts of the charge; 
your^I/ord^^hipB know that they declared that they 
broke off thus in the middle of their defence, in 
ord^-titvexpedite this business. 
.4 {JLqrdCtianceUor. deferring to the proceed- 
i;;^, I think it a matter perfectly clear, that in 
jt^e. coujpse of the charge, after certain articles 
4^i^^been gone through, the Managers for the 
(Jlf^mons closed the case there, leaving therefore 
^li.the. other articles, excepting those ^hat had 

k3 been 
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been discussed^ as matters standing with the an- 
swers against them, but not insisted upon in 
making out the charge. Of course therefore if 
the defendant had gone into any of those articles^ 
the defendant must have been stopped uf»>n thetn, 
because he would then have been making a; csae 
in defence to that which had not been ntadem 
case in the prosecution ; the objection tberefo^re 
is not at all that no evidence has been examinad. 
To be sure it would be an answer to that to say, 
you are now proceeding upon an admission ; but 
even upon those facts that are admitted (if the 
facts are admitted that are insisted upon as mat- 
ter in charge) that should come in the original 
state of the cause, and the defendant in common 
justice must be heard upon that, and then and 
then only, come the observations in reply.] ^ * 

Mr. Burke^ We do not know, nor are in- 
formed, that any charge, information, or indict- 
ment, that is before the Court, and upon record, 
and is not denied by the defendant, does not 
stand in full force against him. We conceive it 
to be so ; we conceive it to be agreeable to the 
analogy of all proceedings ; and the reason why 
we did not go into and insist upon it was, that 
having a very long cause before us, and havii^ 
the most full and complete admission upon this 
subject, we did not proceed further in it. The 
defendant defends himself by averring that it was 

not 
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mi his duty. It was not our business to prove 
that it was his duty. It was he that admitted 
the facts assumed, to be the foundation of his 
duty ; the negative he was bound to prove, and 
be never ofiFered to prove it. 

All that I can say upon this point is, that his 
delinquency in the matter in question appeared 
to us to be a clear distinct case ; to be a great 
offence; an offence charged upon the record, 
admitted upon the record, and never by us 
abandoned. As to his defence having been 
abandoned, we refer your Lordships to the last 
petition laid by him upon your table ; (that libel- 
lous petition, which we speak of as . a libel upon 
the House of Commons,) and which has no vali- 
dity but as it asserts a matter of fact from the 
Petitioner. And there you will find, that he has 
declared explicitly, that for the accommodation 
and ease of this business, and for its expedition, 
he did abandon his defence at a certain period. 

{Lord Chancellor. A charge consisting of a 
variety of articles in their nature (however con- 
nected with each other in their subject, but in 
tlieir nature distinct and specifick,) if only cer- 
tain articles are pressed in the charge, to those 
articles only can a defence be applied ; and all 
the other articles, that are not made matter of 
oh^r^e originally^ have never, in the course of 

K 4 any 
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any proceeding whatever, been taken up origp- 
hally in reply.] 

Mr. Burke. With great respect to your 
Lordship's judgment, we conceive that the ob- 
jection taken from our not having, at a certain 
period, argued or observed upon the Prisoner's 
answer to the articles not insisted upon, is not 
conclusive ; inasmuch as the record still stands^ 
and as our charge still stands. It was never 
abandoned; and the defendant might have 
made a justification to it if he had thought fit ; 
he never did think fit so to do. If your Lord- 
ships think that we ought not to argue upon it 
here in our reply, because we did not argue 
upon it before, — well and good ; but we have 
argued, and do argue in our reply, many things 
to which he never gave any answer at all. I shall 
beg leave, if your Lordships please, to retire 
with my Fellow Managers for a moment, to con- 
sult whether we shall press this point, or not. 
We shall not detain your Lordships many 
minutes. 

The Managers withdrew : — in a Jew mi- 
nutes the Managers returned again into 
the Hall. 

Mr. Burke. My Lords, the Managers have 
consulteil among themselves upon this business j 

they 
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they first referred to your printed proceedings, 
in order to see the particular circumstance oh 
which the observation of your Lordship is 
founded ; — we find it thus stated :• — " Then the 
" Managers for the Commons informed the 
" Lords, that saving to themselves their un- 
" doubted rights and privileges, the Commons 
** were content to rest their charge here/'— 
We rested our charge there, not because we 
meant to efface any precedent matter of the 
charge which had been made by us, and of 
which the fects had been admitted by the de- 
fendant, but simply saving our rights and pri- 
vileges ; that is, to resume (and to make new 
matter if we thought fit,) the Commons were 
content to rest the charge there. 

I have further to remark to your Lordships, 
that the counsel for the defendant have opened 
a vast variety of matter that is not upon record, 
either on our part or on theirs, in order to illus- 
trate and to support their cause ; and they have 
spoken day ^flter day upon the principles oh 
which their defence was made ; my great object 
now is an examination of those principles, and 
to illustrate the effects of these principles by 
examples, which are not the less cogent, the less 
weighty, giiid the less known, because they are 
articles in this charge. Most assuredly they are 
not. If your Lordships recollect the speeches 

that 
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that were made here, you know that great merit 
was given to Mr. Hastings for matters that were 
not at all in the charge, and which would put*u« 
under the greatest difficulties if we were to take 
no notice of them in our reply. For instance, 
bis merits in the Mahratta war, and a great mass 
pf matter upon that subject, were obliquely, and 
for other purposes^ brought before you, upon 
which they argued. That immense mass of 
matter, containing an immense mass of princi^ 
pies, and which was sometimes supported by 
alleged facts, sometimes by none, 'they have 
opened and argued upon, as matter relative fo 
principle. In answer to their argument, we 
propose to shew the mischiefs that have happen- 
ed from the mischievous principles laid down 
by Mr. Hastings, and the mischievous conse- 
quences of them. 

If however, after this explanation, your Lord- 
ships are of opinion that we . ought not to be 
allowed to take this course, wishing to fall in 
with your Lordships' sentiments, we shall Aban- 
don it. But we will remind your Lordships, 
that such things stand upon your records j that 
they stand unanswered, and admitted on your 
records } and consequently they cannot be de- 
stroyed by any act of ours, but by a renunciation 
of the charge, which renunciation we cannot 
make, because the defendant has clearly and 

fully 
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fully admitted it to be ibimded in fact.. We 
cannot plead errour ; we cannot retract it. And 
mhj ? Because he has admitted it. We there- 
fore only remind your Lordsbipsi diat the charge 
stands uncontradicted ; and that the observar 
tion we intended to make upon it, was to Bfaew 
your Lordships, that the principles upon which 
he defends aU such conduct are totally false and 
groundless. But though your Lordships should 
be of opinion that we cannot press it, yet we 
cannot abandon it ; it is not in your power — it 
is not in our power — it is not in his power, to 
ibandcm that charge. You cannot acquit him 
of that charge \ it is impossible. If however, 
your Lordships, for the accommodation of busi- 
ness, method of proceedings, or any circum- 
stance of that kind, wish we should say no more 
upon the subject, we close the subject there. 
Your Lordships are in possession, both of the 
charge and the admission ; and we wish, and we 
cannot wish better than to leave it as it is upon 
the record. 

The Lord Chancellor here said. The opinion 
of the Lords can only be with me matter of 
conjecture. I certainly was hot commanded by 
-the House to state the observation that had oc- 
curred to me — but in the position in which it 
now stands, I feel no diflScuIty in saying, as my 
own judgment, that nothing can be matter in 

reply. 
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I'jeply, that does not relate to those articles that 
were pressed in the original charge;, and: there^ 
fore, . in this position of the business . of reply, 
you canndt go into new matter arising ^ut of 
other articles that were not origktally insigted 
upon.,. 

Mr. Burke. We were aware of the, objection 
thatinight be made to admitting our <db%rva- 
tions, if considered as observations upoo the 
seventeenth Article, but not when CQnsiderftd 
with reference to facts on the record before, ^noii^ 
for the purpose of disproving the principles upon 
which the defendant and his counsel hadrelisd, 
that was the purpose for which we profftoaed 
chiefly to make them; but your Lordsbip/sLftl^ 
Lord Chancellor's] own personal autboEityiiwall 
have great weight with us, and unless we» per- 
ceive some other Peer differ from you, wei^l 
take it in. the course we have constantly done; 
we never have sent your Lordships out of tiie 
Hall to consent upon a matter upon whick that 
noble Lord appeared to have formed a deoisian 
in his own mind ; we take for granted thatiwhat 
is delivered from the woolsack, to which tao 
Peer expresses a dissent, is the sense oCi^be 
Houses as such we take it» and as such we sub- 
mit to it in this instance. . -l: f ^iji^itj- 

Therefore leaving this upon the r^ecorAas it 
jAandSj without observing upon it, and sublet- 
ting 
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ting to your Lordships' decision, that we c^annot, 
according^ to order, observe in reply upon what 
was not declared by us to be a part of the 
charges we *meant to insist upon ; we proceed 
to another business. 

We have already stated to your Lordshipa^ 
and we heg to remind you of it — the state and 
condition of the country of Oude, ^when Mr. 
Hastings firsts came to it ; his subsequent and 
immediate usurpation of all the powers of go- 
vemment^ and the dse he made of them ; the 
^^ntiy he ' exercised over the Nabob himself, 
the tyranny he exercised upon his mother « and 
grandmother, and all the other females of ^ his 
family^ and their dependants of €very descrip* 
tJonvto the number of about 800 persons ;. the 
tyranny exercised (though we are not at liberty 
tof pres» it now) upon his brethren. . We have 
shewn you how he confiscated the property of 
all the jaghirdars, the nobility of the country ; 
we have proved to your. Lordships, that he was 
well -acquainted with all the misery and distress 
o&oasioned ' by these proceedings, and that he 
uffotded the sufferers no relief. We now pro- 
ceed to review the effect of this general. mass of 
liKirpation, tyranny, and oppression, upon the 
revenues and the prosperity of the country. 

-fY^ur Lordships will first be, pleased to advert 
"lot^e state in which Mr. Hastings found, the 

country ;— ^ 
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country j— in what state he found its revenues — » 
who were the executive mimsters of the go-^ 
veminent ; what their conduct was, and by 
whom they were recommended and supported^ 
For the evidence of these factSi we tefer your 
Lordships to your printed minutes — ^there, my 
Lordsi they stand recorded j they never can be 
expunged out <xf your record, and the niemory 
of mankind ; whether we be permitted to press 
them at this time upon your Lordships^ or not. 
Your Lordships will there find, in what maaner 
th« govermnent was carried on in Gude in \7JSi 
befere the period of Mr. Hastings's usurpation f 
Mr. Hs^tings you will find has himself there 
stated, that the minister was recommended by 
the Begums ; and you will remark this, because 
Mr. Hastings afterwards makes her interference 
in the government of her son, a part of hiicri-* 
mtnation of the Begums, 

The Resident at the Court of Oude, thru^r 
writes on the 2d of March I775 : — " Notwith* 
standing the confidence the Nabob reposes in 
Murteza Khan, the Begums are much dissa<^ 
tisfied with his elevation. — They recommend-' 
** cd to bis Excellency to encourage the old 
** servants of the government, whose kifluence 
** in the country, and experience, might liave 
** strengthened his own authority, and seated 

him 
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" hioi firmly on the Musnud } in some measure^ 
'^ this^ too may appear consistent wiih the inte- 
'V xefiits of the Company, for as Elija ELhan and 
'^ the old ministers have, by frequent instances 
'^ within their own knowledge, experienced the 
** power of our government, such, men I should 
*^ conceive are much more likely to pay defe- 
j^ce tQ th^ Company, than a person wiio; at 
present can have but a very in^perfect idea of 
the degrcje of attention which ought to be paid 
"to our connexion with the Nabob/' Your 
Lordships see that the Begums recommended 
the old servants, contrary to the maxims of Re- 
hobioam, —those who had served his father and 
had served the* CQuntjty ;, and who were strongly 
inclined to support the English interest there. 
Your Liordships will remark the effects of the 
Begum's influence upon the state of things, in 
177.5, that the Nabob had been advised by his 
mother to employ the confidential servants of 
bis father; persons conversant in the affairs of 
the country, persons interested in it, and per- 
sonp.who were well disposed to support the 
English connexion. Your Lordships will now 
a|Ltend to a letter from Mr. Bristow, at L^ck- 
now, to the Board, dated 28th Novembei: 1775: 
—;** I also neglected no part of my duty on the 
** 4|pot I but advised the minister, even at Luck- 
** flpw, according to my le|;ter of tfie third, jn- 
_ " stant. 
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** stant, to recommend it to the Nabob, to dis- 
^^•miss his useless and mutinous troops, which 
*^ measure seems, by present appearances, to 
^* have succeeded beyond expectation ; as the 
rest of the army do now pay the greatest 
attention to his Excellency's orders ; already 
the complaints of the violences the troops' 
used to commit, are greatly decreased ; they 
profess obedience, and by the best intelligence 
I can obtain of their disposition, there seems 
to be little doubt that the examples made by 
** disbanding Bussunt's corps has every go6d 
" effect we could wish, which had crossed the 
" river and voluntarily surrendered their arms 
•' the day before yesterday to the Nabob." 

His next letter is dated 13th June 1776 : — 
^^ Honourable Sir and Sirs, — It is Elija Khan's 
*^ first object to regulate the Vizier's revenue, 
^* and I must do him the justice to say, that the 
" short time he has been in office he has been 
" indefatigable, and already settled the greater 
•* part of the province of Oude, and fixed on the 
" districts for the assignments of the army sub- 
*' sidy; Corah and Allahabad he has di^ps^ii 
'* of, and called for the Dooab and Rohilebiipiji,. 
accounts, in order to adjust them ' as -soj^li aa, 
possible. This activity will, I hope, produ^^ 
the most salutary effects, as the present junc-) 

ture 
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'* ture being the commencement of the season 
" for the cultivation. The Aumils, by being 
*Vthus. early placed in their offices, have the 
^ opportunity of advancing Tuckovy, encou- 
raging the Ryots,, and making their agree- 
.ments in their several districts, in letting 
'* undSer farms,- or disposing of the lands in st|ch 
'< a manner as they tnay judge most expedient* 
*' If J though similar to the late minister's con- 
^* duct, a delay of two or three months should 
*^ occur in the settlement of the lands, the peo- 
" pie . throughout the country would be dis- 
" heartened, and inevitably a very heavy ba* 
" lance accrue on the revenue. I have troubled 
'V the honourable Board with this detail, in the 
'f first place, to shew the propriety of IHij^ 
i* Khan's^ cotiduct ; and in the next, the essen- 
•• tial service that will be rendered to the Vizier, 
<« by continuing- Colonel 'Parker's detachment 
<' during the whole rains in Corah, if required 
" by flie Vizier/' 



Mjr Lordi, you have now had a view of the 
state of Oude, previous to the first period of our 
conikexibff with it. Your Lordships have seen, 
and: understand that part of the tniddle pisribdj^ 
with which we do not mean to trouble ydu 
agaitt.' " Youn will now be* pleased to attend to st 
letter from Fyzoola Khan,: to the Goveriiour 
Vol. XVL L General, 



U 
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General, received the 13th of February 1778 * 
This country of Cuttah, which formerly de- 
pended on the Rohilla States, and which I 
consider as now appertaining to the Comfmia^ 
was very populous and flourishing^ hat sind6 
** the commencement of the Nabob Viider'ii 
^* government, the farmers appointed by his 
^^ ministers have desolated the country. ltd 
** situation is at present very ruinous; thou- 
** sands of villages, formerly populous, are now 
*^ utterly deserted, and no trace left of them. 
** I have already written to Roy Buckstowr Sipg, 
*^ a full account of the tyranny and oppression 
^^ exercised by the farmers, to be communicated 
to you ; the constant revenue of a oountiy 
depends on tlie care of its ruler$y to preserve 
'^ it in a flourishing state* I have been induced 
to make the representation by my attachment 
to the interest of the Company, for otherwisie 
f^ it is no concern of mine* Should these^op- 
*^ pressions continue one or two years longer; 
** and the rulers take no measures to put a stop 
'^ to them« the whole country will be a desert/* 

< • • - . . 4 

My Lords^ upon these statements, I have 
only to make this remark^ that you have seen 
the first state of this country; and that the 
period when it had fallen into the state last de^ 
icribed was about two years after Mr. Hasttngi 

had 
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9U^lrejthey;CaQU0t maker without datiger of cri- 
mkiating them^elv^s.; beiog all involved in the 
pimes of the Pftsaner. He has corrupted and 
ruiniPd.tbe whojie slervice ; there is not one of 
ihem thj^t dares ^p$)ear and give a fair and full 
mis.Wieri in any case, as you have seen in Mr. 
J^iddleton and many others, at your bar ; — " I 
fMl^iU not. ans wet this question/' they say, 
I* bM%US^ it ^nds to criminate myself/* How 
ppmes it that the Company's servants are not 
j;^^ to give evidence in the affairs of Mr. Has- 
tings,;, without its tending to criminate them- 
seliifes? : 

; Well— Sir Johi? P'Qyley is in England, why 
is he not called nc(w.? I have not the honour of 
toeing intimately acquainted with him, but he is 
a; man of . a reputable and honourable family^. 
Why is he not called by Mr. Hastings to verify 
the assertion, and why do they suffer this black 
record to stand before your Lordships to be 
urged by us, and to press it as we do against 
him ? If he knows that Sir John D'Oyley cao 
acquit him of this part of bur accusation, he 
jwould certainly brii>g fiim as a witness to your 
bar ; but he knows he cannot. When therefore 
I see upon your records, that Sir John D'Oyley 
and Mr. Hastings received such an offer for the 
redemptipn of the Nabob's affairs out of their 
j)ands, I conclude first, that at the time of this 

offer 
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conversation, which principally .turned upon 
the subject of his attachment to the English; 
and his readiness to shew the sincerity of it, 
upon all occasions. ^ It is to be wished we 
had employed the influence which such fa- 
vourable sentiments must have given us more 
•* to the benefit of the country and ourselves ; 
"> but I fear the distresses which evidently apr 
" pear on the face of the one, and the failure 
" pf the revenues to the other, are not be 
^* wholly ascribed to the Vizier's mismaQag^^ 
*\ ment.** — This is the testimony of Mr. Hast* 
ings's own pensioner Sir Eyre Coote, respecting 
the known state of the country during the titpe 
of this horrible usurpation, which Sir Eyre 
Coote ' mentions under the sofl name of- our inr 
fluence. But there could be but one voice uppij 
the subject, and that your Lordships shall now 
hear from Mr. Hastings himself. We refer your 
Lordships to the Minute of the Governoui* Ge- 
neral's consultation, Fort William, 21st May 
1781 :— He is here giving his reasons for going 
into the upper provinces. \. » 

• • • ■ ■ 

** The province of Oude having fallen into a 
" state of great disorder and confusion, its re- 
** sources being in an extraordinary degree 
-" diminished, aiid the Nabob Azoph ul Dowfah 
y having earnestly intreated the presence of the 

*•• Governour 
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'f Governour General, and declared, that unless 
^5 some effectual measures are taken for his re- 
^* lief, he must be under the necessity of leaving 
"his country, and coming down to Calcutta, to 
" present his situation to this government. The 
" Governour General therefore proposes, with 
•* the concurrence of Mr. Wheler, to visit the 
" . province of Oude, as speedily as the a£^urs of 
" the Presidency will admit, in hopes that from 
^* a minute and personal observation of the cir- 
** cunlstances of that country, the system of 
management which has been adopted, and the 
[ characters and conduct of the persons employed, 
^* he may possibly be able to concert and esta- 
** blish some plan by which the province of Oude 
" may in time be restored to its former state of 
" affluence, good order, and prosperity." 

- Your Lordships have now the whole chaiii of 
the! evidence complete, with regard to the state 
tif die country up to the period of Mr. Hastings's 
jotimey into the country. You see, that Mr. 
Hastings himself admits it to'have been formerly 
in a most .flourishing, orderly, and prosperous 
state. ! Its condition in I78I, he describes to 
y6u in words, than which no enemy of his can 
tifse stronger, in order to paint the state in which 
it then was. In this state he fbund it when he 
#eAt' up in the year 1781; and he left it' with 

L S regard 
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regard to any substantial regulation that was exe-^ 
cuted or could be executed, in the state in which 
he found it ; afler having increased every one of 
those grievances which he pretended to redress, 
and taken from it all the little resources that re« 
mained in it. 

We now come to a subsequent period, at which 
time the state of the country is thus described 
by Mr. Bristow on the 12th December 1782:— 
Despotism is the principle upon which every 
measure is founded, and the people in the in^* 
terior parts of the country are ruled at the 
discretion of the Aumil or Fouzdar for the 
time being; they exercise, within the limits of 
their jurisdiction, the powers of life and death, 
and decisions in civil and other cases, in the 
same extent as the sovereign at the capital. 
The forms presented by the ancient institu- 
tions of {he Mogul empire are unattended to, 
and the will of the provincial magistrate is the 
sole law of the people j the total relaxation of 
the Vizier's authority, his inattention and dis- 
like to business, leave the Anmilsin possession 
of this dangerous power, unawed and uncon* 
trolled by any opposition of retrospection, ct 
the interference of justice. I can hardly 
quote an instance, since the Vizier's accession 
to the Musnud, of an Aumil having been pu- 
nished for oppression, though the complaintt 

8 •« of 
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'' of the ptople and the state of the country, are 
<^ notorious proofs of the violences daily com- 
^* mitted ; it is even become unsafe for travel- 
** l&rs to pass, except in large bodies — murders, 
'* thefts and other enormities shocking to hu- 
'* manity are committed in open day.'' 

In andther paragraph of the same letter, he 
say^, ^ Such has been the system of this govern- 
ment, that the oppressions have generally 
originated with the Aumils; they have been 
*• rardy selected for their abilities or integrity, 
^' but from favour, or the means to advance a 
*' burge sum : upon being appointed to their 
** office, the Autnil enters upon his trust, ruined 
'* IB reputation £(nd fortune, and unless he ac- 
^ complishes his engagements, which is teMom 
" the case, dii^race and punishment follow^ and 
*^ th()ugh the balance of revenue may be Vigor- 
^ Olisly demanded of him, it has Hot befed usual 
" to institute any inquiry for oppression ; the 
^ Zemindars thus left at the mercy of the Aumils 
•* are often driven to rebellion — the weak ire 
•* obliged to submit to his exactions or fly the 
•* codntry, and the Aumil, unable to reduce the 
^ idore powerful^ is compelled to enter into a 
*• dii^gracefill compromise ; every Zemindar looks 
•* to his fort for protection, add the country is 

L 4 " crowded 
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** crowded with them ; Almas Ali Khan has not 
** less than seven, hundred in his districts^; thus 
*' it has become a general custom to seize the 
** brother, son, or some near relation or depend- 
** ent of.the different Zemindars^^ as hostages for 
" the security of the revenue ; a gr^at Aumil 
'* will sometimes have three or four hundred of 
** th^se hostages, , whom he is obliged to confine 
'Mn, places of security— a few men like Almas: 
" Ali, Khan and Coja Din ul Dun have,. from 
'* their regularity in performance of pecuni^y 
<< engagements, , rendered themselves useful to^ 
^^ the Vizier. A strict scrutiny into his a€^8 
** was at all times irksome to his Excellency,* 
^' and none ;of his ministers or officers about his 
^* person possessing the active persevering spirit 
<f requisite to conduct the detail , of epgagemeQts 
'* for a number of small farms, it became con ve-" 
'^ nie^it to receive a large sum from a great 
^^ farmer.; without trouble or deficiency;- this 
<< system, was followed by the most pernicious^ 
^* consequences, these men were above alLcan- 
" ^ol, , they exacted their own terms, and 
the districts they farmed were most cruelly- 
oppressed; the revenue of llohilcund: is -re- 
*^ duced above a third, and Almas^Ali Khan's^ 
'Vadministration is well known to have be^n 
•' extremely violent.'' - » 

We 
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We will next read, to your Lordships an ex- 
tract from Captain Edwards's evidences— 
Q. ** Had you any opportunity of observing Uie' 
general face of the country in the time of Sujah 
Dowlah ? — A. I had, Q. Did you remark any dif- 
ference in the general state of the country at that- 
time, and the period when you made your latter 
observation ; did you observe any difference be- 
tween the condition of the country at that time 
and that of Sujah Dowlah in the year 1774^9 the lat- 
ter period you have mentioned? — A. I did; a very 
material difference. Q. In what respect ?— -^. In 
the general aspect that the country bore and the- 
cultivation of the country, that it was infinitely 
better cultivated in 177^ than it was in 1783.^ 
Q^ You saidvyou had no opportunity of observ- 
ing the face of the country till you was appointed 
aid'Kle-caaip to the Nabob? — A. No; except by 
marching and countermarching ; I marched in 
the year 1774 through the Nabob Sujah Ul Dow- 
lah's provinces into Rbhilcund. Q. Had you 
those opportunities from the time of your going 
there in 1774? — A. I had ; but not so mUch as I 
had. after being appointed aid-de-camp to the 
Vizier, because I was always before in a subor:. 
dinate situation, I marched in a direct line before^ 
with the troops ; but afterwards, when I was aid- 
de-camp to his Excellency, I was ray owii master 
and/made frequent excursions into the different 

parts 
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parts of the countiy. Q. Had you aa (^por- 
tunity of observing the difference in the geneMi 
happiness and disposition of the people? — A. 1 
had. Q. Did you observe a difference in that 
respect also, between your first coming and the 
year 1783 ? — A. Yes, a very sensible differenee; 
in Sujah ul Dowlah's time the country wSs in a 
very flourishing state, in mercbandifiie, cultiva- 
tion^ and every article of commerce, and the people 
then seemed to be very happy under his govern- 
ment, which latterly was not the cas6, because 
the country iti reality appeared in the year 1774 
in a flourishing state, and in the year 1783 it 
appeared comparatively forlorn add desolate. 
Q. Was the court of Azoph ul Dowlah, when 
you left Indiia, equal in point of splendour to 
what it was in the time of Sujah ul Dowlah? — 
A. By no means ^ it was not equally spIencBd, 
but far inferior. Q. Were the depeiideAts atld 
officers belonging to the court paid in the i^me 
punctual mahner ? — A. No ; I really cannot say 
whether they were paid more regularly in Sujah 
Dowlah's time, only they appeared more wealthy 
and more able to live in a splendid style in his 
time than they ever have done since his death.'' 

Here then your Lordships see the state of the 
country in 1783. Your Lordships may trace the 
whole progress of these evils step by step from 

the 
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the death of Sujah ul Dowlah to the time of Mr, 
Hastings's obtaining a majority in the Council ; 
after which he possessed the sole and uncontroiiled 
management of the country ; you have seen also 
the consequences that immediately followed till 
the year 1784i^ when he went up a second time 
into the country. 

I do not know, my Lords, that it is necessary 
to make any observation upon this state of things. 
You see that the native authority was, as we have 
proved, utterly extinguished by Mr. Hastings — 
and that there was no superintendent power but 
his. You have heard of the oppressions of the 
fknnenofthe revenues — and we have shewn you, 
that these farmers generally were English officers. 
We have shewn you in what manner Colonel 
Hannay, one of these farmers sent by Mr* 
Hastings acted, and particularly the accumula- 
tion of hostages which were made by him. We 
have shewn you, that by their arbitrary and 
tyrannical proceedings, all regular government 
was subverted, and that the country experienced 
the last and most dreadful effects of anarchy. 
We have shewn you, that no other security was 
left to any human being, but to *ntrenc5h t\mt^ 
selves in such forts as they could make, and that 
these forts, in one district only of the country, 
had increased in number to the amount of seven 
hundred. You* lordships also know, that wh^n 

the 
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thelprisons and mud forts, in which Colonel Hari- 
nay kepthis hostages confined, were full, he kept 
fhem in uncovered cages in the open air. You 
know, that all these farmers of revenue were 
^tlier English and military men, or natives under 
an abject submission to them ; you know, that 
they had the whole country in assignments! that 
the jaghires were all confiscated for their bene* 
fits ; apd you find that the whole system had iU 
origin at the time when Mr. Hastings alone 
formed in efiect the authority of the Supreme 
Council. The weakness of the Nabob, as Sir 
Eyre Coote tells you, could not have been aloiae 
the cause of these evils, and that our influence 
oyer him, if not actually the cause of the utter 
ruin, desolation, and anarchy of that .country, 
might have been successfully exerted in pre- 
venting. 

When your Lordships shall proceed to judg- 
ment upon these accumulated wrongs, arising 
out of the usurped power of the Prisoner at your 
bar, atid redressed by him in no one instance 
whatever, let not the usurpation itself of the 
Nabob's power be considered as a trivial matter. 
Wheh any prince at the head of a great country 
is entirely stripped of every thing in his govern- 
ment, civil or military, by which his rank may 
be distinguished or his virtues exercised, he is iri 
danger of becoming a mere animal, and of aban- 
doning 
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doning himself wholly to sensual gratifications. 
Feeling no personal interest in the institutions or 
in the general welfare of the country^ he suffers 
the former (and many wise and laudable institu- 
tions existed in the provinces of the Nabob, for 
their good order and government) to fall into 
disuse, and he leaves the country itself to persons 
in inferior situations, to be wasted and destroyed 
by them j you find that in Oude, the very ap- 
pearance of justice had been banished out of it, 
and that every Au mil exercised an arbitrary power 
pyer the lives and fortunes of the people. My 
Lords, we have the proofs o^ all these facts in 
Qur haiads j they are in your Lordships' Minutes ; 
and though we can state nothing stronger than is 
stated in the papers themselves, yet we do not 
so far forget our duty as not to point put to 
your Lordships such observations as arise out of 

them* 

To close the whole, your Lordships shall now 
hear read ap extract from a most curious and 
extraordinary letter, sent by him to the Court of 
Directors, preparatory tq his return to England. 
My only remaining fear is, that the Mem- 
bers of the Council, seeing affairs through a 
" different medium from that through which I 
" view them, may be disposed, if not to counter- 

> ■ 

" act the system.which I have formed, to with- 

♦« hold 
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" hold from it their countenance and active 
** support ; while I myself remain it will be suf- 
" ficient if they permit it to operate without 
" interruption, and I almost hope in the event 
" of a new administration of your afiairs which 
** shall confine itself to the same forbearance, 
*• and manifest no symptoms of intended inter- 
ference, the objects of my arrangements wiU 
be effectually attained — fori leave th€in m the 
chatige of agents whose interests, ambition, 
and every prospect of life, are interwoven with 
** with their success, and the hand of heav^has 
visibly >lest th'e soil with every elementary 
source of progressive vegetation ; but if a dif^ 
ferent policy shall be adopted, if n^w agents 
are sent into the country and firmed with au<> 
tiiority for the purpose of vengeance or cor- 
ruption, ta no other will they b^ applied. If 
" new demands are raised on the Nabob Viaier, 
^^ and accounts overcharged on one side with a 
^^ wide latitude taken on the other to swell his 
** debt beyond the means of paymejtit ; if politic 
^' cal dangers are portended to ground on them 
the pleas of burthening his couatry with un- 
necessary defences and enormous subsidies, or 
if even abstaining from direct encroachment 
on the Nabob's rights, your government shall 
shew but a^ degree of personal kindness to the 

*' partizans 



€t 
ii 



€i 
U 



er WAKBXH HASTINGS, ESQ. 1^9 



4( 



partizans of the late usurpation, or by any 
constructive indication of partiality and disaf- 
fection, furnish ground for the expectation of 
^' an approaching change of system, I am sorry 
*< to say that all my labours will prove abortive } 
** for the slightest causes will be sufficient to 
** deject minds sore with the remembrance of 
^* past conflicts, and to elevate those whose only 
^^ dependence is placed in the renewal of the 
*• confiision which I have laboured with such 
** zeal to eradicate, and will of course debilitate 
" the authority which can alone insure future 
^* success. I almost fear that this denunciation 
of effects from causes so incompetent as 
they wiU appear to those who have not had 
tjie experience which I have had of the 
quick sensibility which influences the habits 
^^ of men placed in a state of polity so loose, and 
*^ subject to the continual variations of capri- 
*^ cioi^ and despotick authority, will be deemed 
<^ everdharged, or perhaps void of foundation : 
^^ nor^ if they should come to pass, will it be 
** easy to trace them with any positive evidence 
*• to their connection ; yet it is my duty to ap- 
^^ prize you of what I apprehend, on grounds 
*• which I deem of absolute certainty, may come 
** to pass ; and I rely on your candour for a fair 
^* interpretation of my intention/' Here, my 
Lords^ the Prisoner at your bar, has done exactly 

what 
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what his bitterest accuser would do— he goes 
through^ head by head, every one of the mea* 
sures which he had himself pursued in the de? 
struction of the country ; and he foretells that if 
any one of those measures should again be pur- 
sued, or even if good cause should be given ta 
suspect they would be renewed, the country 
must fall into a state of inevitable destruction. 
This supersedes all observation. This paper is 
a recapitulated, minute condemnation of every 
step which he took in that country, and which 
steps are every one of them upon your Lordships' 
Minutes. 

But, my Lords, we know very well the design 
of these pretended apprehensions ; and why he 
wished to have that country left in the «tate he 
speaks of. He had left a secret agent of his 
own to control that ostensible government, and 
to enable him, sitting in the place where he now 
s;t8, to continue to govern those provinces in the 
way in which he now governs them, [A murmur 
having arisen here, Mr. Burke proceeded.] If 
lam called upon to re-word what I have just 
said, I shaJl repeat my words, and shew strong 
grounds and reasons to indicate that he governs 
Oude how as much as he ever did* 

You see, my Lords, that the reform which »he. 
pretended to make in 1781» produced.the cala- 
mities which he states to have existed in 1784,. 

We 
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We shall now shew, that the reform Which h6 
pretended to make in lyS^t brought on the c^* 
lamities which Lord Cornwallis states. in. h& 
evidence to have existed in 1787» ' * 

We will now read two letters from Lord Corn- 
wallis j the first is dated the l6th November 
1787 :-^" I was received at Allahabad and at- 
" tended to Lucknow by the Nabob and hiS 
** ministers, with every mark of friendship and 
** respect; I cannot, however, express hoW 
much I was* concerned during my short riesf- 
dence at his capital, and my progress through 
^* his dominions, to be witness of the disordered 
^^ state of his finances and government, and of 
** the desolate appearances of his country.;. th6 
^* evils were too alarming to admit of palliation^, 
** and I thought it my duty to exhort him, in th6 
•* most friendly manner, to endeavour to appl^r 
** effectual remedies to them ; he began with 
<* urging as apology that wTiilst he was not cer- 
•* tain of the expence of our demands upon him^ 
*^ he had no real interest in being economical i A 
*^ his expences, and that while we interfered iii 
^^ the internal management of his affkirs, his 
**^ own* 'authority and that of his ministers werfe 
^^ despised by his own subjects ; it would have 
**• been useless to discuss these topicks with him'; 
^^ but while I repeated my former deelaratibnb 
** of out beirtg determined to givd no ground lA 
Vol. XVI. M <^ future 
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^* futute for similaf complaints, h^ gave me the 
.<< Btrongest assurances of his being resolved to 
•* apply himself earnestly to the enc<>uragement 
^* of agriculture, and to endeavpur to revive th^ 
" commerce of his country/* 

The second is dated the !t{5th April 1738 i^ 
•• Till I saw the Vizier's troops* I was ^ot with- 
V out hope that upon an emergency he would 
<< have been able to have furnished us with some 
." useful cavalry; but I have no reaspo. to. be^- 
** liev0 that he has any in his service upcm which 
^* it would be prudent to place any dependence ; 
<* and X think it right to add, that his country 
'< appears tq be in so ruined a state^ and .his 
.** finances in so much disorder, that even in case 
<• <rf war ivp ought jiot to depend upon any ma- 
" terial si^port from him/* 

. My Lords, I have only to remark u|><m these 
letters that> so far as they go, they prove the 
ei&cts of Mn Hastings's reformation, from which 
^e^ was pleased to promise the Company sudi 
\grcat things. But when your Lordslups Jci)ow 
.tliat he h^d left his dependent and n^ini^ter 
.Hyder Beg ^Kban there^ whose character^i as 
^our Lordships will find by a reference jto jpur 
.^unutes^ he has represented asj^lack as helljj to 
l)e the real goyernour there^^ and to carry oi\pii- 
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vate correspondence with him here ;— and thai 
he had left Major Palmer his private agent, for 
a considerable time in that country to carry on 
his affairs ; your Lordships will easily see how- 
it has come to pass that the Vizier, such a man 
as you have heard him described to be, was not 
alone able to restore prosperity to his country. 
My Lords, yoii have now seen what was the 
situation of the dofmtry in Sujah Dowlah's time, 
prior to Mr: Hastings's interference with the 
government of it ; what it was during his govern- 
ment } and what situation it was in when Lord 
Cornwallis left it. Nothing now remains, but to 
call your Lordship's attention to perhaps the 
most extraordinary part of these transactions. 
But before We proceed we will beg leave to go 
back and read to your Lordshi]f)s the Nabob's 
letters of the 24th February 1780:—** I have 
^* received vour letter, and understand the con- 
^ tertts. I cannot describe the solidify of your 
•* friendship and brotherly affection which suB- 
** sisted between you and my late father ; frorii 
" the friendship of the Company he received 
" numberless advantages j and I, notwithstand- 
" ing I was left an orphan, from your favour 
** and that of the Company, was perfectly' a£ 
** ease, being satisfied that every thing woulH 
•* be well, and that I should continue fn the 
^ saine security that I \*as during riiy father's 
** life time; from your protection. I accordingly,' 

M 2 from 
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'* from the day of his death, have never omitted 
^^ to cultivate your favour, and the protection 
** of the Company ; and whatever was the de* 
^* sire and directions of the Council at that time, 
** I have ever since conformed to, and obeyed 
'* with readiness. Thanks be given to Godt that 
** I have never as yet been backward in perform* 
" ing the will of the English Company, of 
'^ the Council, and of you } and have always 
" been, from my heart, ready to obey them, 
" and have never given you any trouble, from 
^* my difficulties or wishes. Thus I have done 
** simply from my knowledge of your favour 
^^ towards me, and from my being certain that 
^^ you would learn the particulars of my dis« 
*< tresses and difficulties from other quarters, 
^ and Avould then shew your friendship and 
*• good-will, in whatever v/as for my advantage. 
<< But when the knife had penetrated to the 
** bone, and I was surrounded with such heavy 
*^ distresses that I^could no longer live in expec'^ 
** tations, I then wrote an account of my diffi-* 
^* culties ; the answer which I have received to 
^< it is such, that it has given me inexpressible 
^* grief and affliction. I never had the least idea 
*^ or expectation from you, and the Council/ 
•* that you would ever have given your orders 
'^ in so afflicting a manner, in which you never 
<< before wrote, and which I could not have 
^* imagined* As I am resolved to obey the 

. / " orders 
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** orders and directions of the Council, without 
**'any delay, as long as Hive, I have, agreeably 
" to those orders, delivered up all my private 
" papers to him, that when he shall have exa- 
** mined my receipts and expences, he may 
" take whatever remains. As I know it to be 
'* my duty to satisfy you, the Company and 
*** Council, I have not failed to obey in any 
** instance, but requested of him that it might 
'^^ be done so as not to distress me in my neces- 
** sary expences, there being no other fund but 
** those for the expences, of mutseddies, house- 
" hold expences and servants, &c. He demanded 
" these in such a manner, that being remediless, 
** I was obliged to comply with what he required. 
** He has accordingly stopped the pensions of 
my old servants of thirty years, whether se- 
poys, mutseddies, or household servants ; and 
*• the expenses of my family and kitchen, 
*• together with the jaghires of my grandmother, 
** mother and aunts, and of my brothers and 
" dependents^ which were for their support. 
•^ I had raised 1,500 horse, and three battalions 
" of sepoys to attend upon me ; but as I have 
" no resources to support them, I have been 
*^ obliged to remove the people stationed in the 
^* Mahals, and to send his people into the 
^* Mahals, so that I have not now one single 
" servant about me. Should I mention what 
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** further difficulties I have been reduced to, it 
^* it would lay me open to contempt; although 
I have willingly assented to this which brings 
such distress on me, and have in a manner 
** altogether ruined myself ; yet I failed not to 
^' do it for this reason, because it was for your 
^' satisfaction, and that of the Council; and I 
^^ am patient,, and even thankful in this condi- 
^' tion, but I cannot imagine for w^at cause you 
^^ have conceive4 displeasure gainst me, from 
the commencement of my administration, Ih 
every circumstance, I received strength and 
•* security from your favour^ and that of the 
*^ Cquncil ; and in.every instance you and the 
** Council have shewn your friendship and 
** affection for me; but at present, tha|;you have 
** sent these orders, I am gi;eatly perplexed." 

We will not trouble your Lordships with the 
remainder of the letter, which is all in the same 
style of distress and affliction ; and of the abject 
dependence of a man who^ considers himself as 
insulted, robbed, and ruined in that 9tate of 
dependence. 

In addition to the evidence contained in this 
letter, your Lordships will be pleased to recol* 
l^ct the Nabob's letter which we read to your 
Lordships yesterday, the humble and abject 
style of which, you will never forget; Oh! con- 
sider. 
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sider, my Lords, this instance of tlie fioe of 
human greatness! Too most leflMmber* thii 
there is not a trace anj where in aoj of tht 
various trunks of Mr. Hastii^Sy that he eiv 
condescended so much as to give ao answer 
to the suppliant letters <^ that anh^ifif man. 
There was no mode <^ ind^ni^ with which he 
did not treat his familj — there was no mode of 
indignity with which he did not treat his person 
— there was no mode of indignity with which he 
did not treat his mimsfcer Hyder Beg Khan ;^* 
this man whom he represents to be the moat 
infamous and scandakMis of mankind; and of 
whom he, neverthdess, at the same tune, de» 
Glares, that his only suppmt with the Vizier, was 
the support which he, Warren Hastings, as rqpre* 
sentative of the En^ish gov'emment, gave him. 

We will now read a paper whidi, perhaps, 
ought not to have been received in evidence ; 
but which we were willii^ to enter in your 
Minutes as evidence, in order that every thing 
should come before you. Tour LcHddiips have 
heard tiie Nabob speak of his misery, distress, 
and oppression ; but here he makes a complete 
defeasance as it were of the whole charge, a di- 
rect disavowal of every one of the complaints, 
and particularly that of having never received 
^n answer to these complaints. Oh! think, I 
say, my Lords, of the d^raded, miserable and 

u 4 unhappy 
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unhappy statje to which humaa nature may be 
reducedi when, you hear this, unhappy man de- 
clare, that all the charges which we have made 
iipontlhis subject relative. to.him,and which, are 
all either, admitted by him^ or -taken from his 
pwa, representation, are now stated by him in a 
jpaper. before you to be all false, and that then^ 
is not a word of the representation whiph be had 
fnade of Mr. Hastings, that has the least 4jrath 
In it. Your Lordships will find > this in that col- 
jiection of various papers, ^hic|;i ought to be 
preserved and put into every mi^seum4n Europe, 
as one of the most extraordinary productions 

that was ever exhibited to the worlds r , 

'i '■. .. .-..' .."-i.t , . 
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Papers received the 8th of' March lySSg and 
translated pursuant to an order of the Governour 
General in Council, ^ated the Syth \pf April 
1788, under the 4seal of his Excellency the 
Nawaub Azoph ul Dowlah, Azoph JehJBehqdar, 
Vizier ul Momilek : — " I have at this time learnt 
that the gentlemen in power in England, upon 
the suspicion that Mr. Hastings, during his 
administration, acted contrary to the rules 
of justice and impartiality, and, actuated by 
** motives of avidity, was inimical towards men 
f* without cause; that he broke such ^ngs^e- 
f * ments and treaties as has been made between 
f* the Company and other chiefs j that he ex- 
tended 
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"tended the hand of oppression over the pr6- 
.perties of mea; tore up the roots of prospe- 
rity and security from the land, and rendered 
the ryots and subjects destitute, by force and 
extortion. . As this accusation, in fact, isder- 
3titute of uprightness, and void : of truth, 

V therefore with a view to shew the truth in its 
" true colours, I have written upon this sheet 
** with truth and sincerity, to serve as an evi- 
.** dence, and to. represent real facts; to serve 
^^ also as information and communication, that 

Mr. Hastings^ from the commencement of his 
administration, until his departure for England, 
^^ whether during the life-time of the deceased 
Nawoub, of blessed memory. Vizier ill Moulk, 
Sujab ul Dowlah Rehodar, my father, or du- 
!*f jring my government, did not at any time 
** tri^nsact, contrary to justice, any matter which 
.*• took place from the great friendship between 
I* me and the Company, nor in any business 
.^.* depart from the path of truth and upright- 
/^ ness j.but cultivated friendship, with integrity 
** and sincerity,, and in every respect engaged 
** himself in the duties of friendship, with me, 
<' my ministers, . and confidants. I am at all 
." times, and in every way, pleased with and 
y thankful for his friendly manners, and qua-* 
.^VHtiesj and, my ministers and confidants, who 

V have always every one of them been satisfied 

" with 
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-^ with his conduct, ure for ever gmteful for hi^ 
^ frienclfihip^ and thankful for his virtues. At 
^\ these matters axe real facts, and according tb 
"^ truth, I have written these lines as an evi- 
>^^dence, :ahd,i;ransniit the paper to England 
,^ tibtough ther government of Calcutta, for the 
.^* infoirmation of the gentlemen of power and 
*• rank in England.'* . . 

V . Observe, my Lords, the candour of the Com- 
mbna-^we produce this evidence, which accuses 
ais. as Mr«Hastingsdoes»; of uttering every thing 
^at is^ false-^Hi^e •. choose to bring our shame be- 
fore tbe%world, and to admit that this man, oh 
whose I^halft and on the behalf of whose coun- 
tiy we have accused Mr. Hastings, has declared, 
that this accusation (namely this Impeachment,) 
is destitute of uprightness and without truth. 
But my Lords, this :is not only a direct contra-- 
dictionlo all he has ever said-^to all that has 
been proved to you by us ; but a direct contra- 
diction to all the representations of Mr, Has- 
tings himself. Your Lordships* will hence see^ 
]nrhat credit is to be given to these papers. 

:Your Lordships shall now hear what Hyder 
Beg Khani says;: that Hyder Beg Khan wh6 
stands recorded in yqur Minutes as tbe worst of 
mankind ; who is represented as writing letters 
without the Nabob's consent, and in defiance of 
' him ; 
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liimj^^the man of whom Mr. H^ings saysj 
that the Nabob is nothing but a tool in his 
hands, and that the Nabob is, and ever must be, 
a topi of somebody or other. Now as we have 
heard the tool speak, let us hear how the work^ 
man employed to work with this tool speaks :— 
Extract from Hyder Beg Khan's Letter to thd 
Governpvir and Council. ": It is at this time 
learnt by; the Nawaub Vizier attd us his mi^ 
nisters, that gentlemen of power in England 
are displeased with Mr. Hastings on the sus^ 
picipn that during his administrati(m in this 
cou«try,^from motives of avidity, he committed 
oppressions contrary to the rules of justice^ 
took the properties of men by deceit and force, 
** injnred the ryots and subjects, and rendered 
" the country destitute and ruined. — As the true 
<^ and upright disposition of Mr. Hastings is in 
V every respect free of this suspicion^ we there-* 
5* fore with truth and sincerity declare by these 
lines, written according to fact, that Mr. Has- 
tings, from the first of his appointment to the 
i^ government of this country, untilliis depar- 
** ture for Europe, during his authority in th6 
^^ management -of the afikirs of' the country, 
** whether in the life-time of the Nawaub Sujah 
^* ulvDowlah Behadre deceased, or whether 
^* during the present reign, did not, in any 
«* matters which took place from the great 
M friendship between this Government and the 

" Company, 
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f * Company, act in • anywise upon motive of 
^* avidity, and iiot having, irt any respett, other 
{^ than justice and propriety in intention, did 
** not swerve from their rules, he kept his- Ex- 
'• cellency the Vizier always pleased and satis-^ 
*^ fied;'* (you will remember, my Lords, the 
last expressions of his pleasure and satisfac* 
tion), " by his friendship and attention in every 
^^ matter. He at all times shefwed favour and 
** kindness towards the ministers of this govern- 
^^ ment, and under his protection having en- 
** joyed perfect happiness and comfort, we are 
'•• from our hearts sati§fied with, and grateful 
f* for his benevolence and goodness.'' 



r 



i Here, my Lords, you have the character which 
Hyder Beg Khan gives of Mn Hastings ; of the 
Qian who he knew had loaded him, as he had 
done, with every kind of indignity, reproach, 
and outrage, with which a man can be loaded. 
Your Lordships will see, that this testimony 
repeats, almost word for word, the. testimony of 
the Vizier Nabob, which shews who the real 
writer is. , . . 

^ JMfy Lords, it js said that tlierq is no word in 
^e Persian language to express gratitude. With 
these signal instances, of giratitade before us, i 
think we may venture to put one iiito their dic- 
tionary J Mr. Hastings has said he has had the 
pleasure to find from tlie people of India, that 

gratitude 
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gratitude which he ha& not met with from his 
own countrymen the House of Commons; cer- 
tainly if he has done us services, we have been 
ungrateful indeed ; if he has committed enor^ 
mous crimes, we are just. Of the miserable; 
dependent situation to which these people are 
reduced, that they are not ashamed to come 
forward and deny every thing they have given 
under their own hand } all these things shew the 
portentous nature of this government, they 
shew the portentous nature of that phalanx with 
which the Hpuse of Commons is at present at 
war J the power of that Captain General of every 
spepies of Indian iniquity, which, under him, is 
embodied, arrayed, and paid, from LeadenhalU 
street to the furthermost part of India, We havq 
but one observation more to offer upon this coU 
lection of Ray zunumas upon th^e miserable ted4 
timonials given by these wretched people in coii^ 
tradiction to all their own previous representa^ 
tioQs ; directly in contradiction to thoseof Mn 
Hastings himself; directly in contradiction to 
those of Lord Cornwallis; directly in contra-^ 
diction to truth itself. It is this. Here is Mr; 
Hastings with his agents, canvassing the country, 
with' all that minuteness with which a county isi 
canvassed at ao election ; and yet in this whole 
book of Rayzunumas not one fact adduced by 
us is attempted to be disproved^ not one fact 

upon 



lipoQ which Mr. Hastings's defdhce cdH be founds 
ed is attempted to be proved. There is northing 
but bare vile panegy ricks, directly belied* by thi 
«tate x)f facts, directly belied by the per^ii6 
themselves ; directly belied by Mr. Hastings at 
your bar ; and by all the ^ whole coursd^ of the 
correspondence of the country* , : i . 

We here leave to your Lordships* judgmetiti 
the €onsid^atlon of the elevated rank of the 
personj^ ' a^rieved and^ degraded to the lowest 
state of dependence and iactual distress 'vth^ 
consideration of tiie condition of the cottttti^ 
gentlemen^, who were obliged to'hide their *headsj 
wherever they could, from the plunderers aritl 
robbers established under his authority in every 
piart' of tthe country 5 and that of the iniserabfe 
common people who have been obliged to iiell 
their ^iidren through want of food t6 feed 
them J the cojisideration I say of the manrier * in 
which th|s country j in the highest, in thetniddlei 
and inliie lowest classes of its inhabitantd, n^y 
in physical Works of God,' Was desolated and 
destroyed by thia man. Having now dorite W4tli 
the. province of Oude, we will proceed to the 
province of Bengal> and consider what WA,S' thi^ 
kind of ^ government which he exercised thfe^e^ 
and : in what manner it ^affected the |redple ' tlM^ 
were subjected to it. • -^-^'^^ 

i Bengal,: like every ; part of fncfia sui^ect- to^thei 
:v British 



British empire, contains, (as I'have already bad 
occasion to mention) three distinct classes of 
people, forming three distinct social systems*. 
The first is the Mahometans ; which, about 
seven hundred years ago, obtained a footing iiir 
that country, and ever since has in a great degree 
retained its authority there* For the Maho^ 
metana had settled there long before thefounda-^ 
tion of the Bengal empire, which was overturned 
by Tamerlane : So that this people^ who .are re<»: 
presented sometimes loosely as strangers, are 
people of ancient and considerable settlement in; 
that >c(Mintfy; and though like: Mahometan set«^ 
tiers in inany other countries,; they have fyUeu 
into decajj yet,; being contmiially recruitecl 
firom various parts of Tartary under the Mogu^ 
empiri,' and irbm various parts of Persia, they: 
continue to be the leading and most pow^f\it 
pec^le throughout the Peninsula j and so we* 
found t&em there* These people, for the most 
part, follow no trades or occupation, their reli*' 
gion and> laws forbidding them in the strictest 
manner to take usury or profit arismg from money* 
that is in any way l^t ^ they have therefore^ ho 
other mieans for their support, -but what arisei^ 
from their adherence to, and connexion witli^ 
the Mogul governments and Its^ Viceroys. They< 
enjoy under them various offices civil andwiH-f, 
taryv vadous employments in tiie courts^of ' lai^s^ 

and 
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and stations in the army. Accordingly a prodii 
gious number of people, almost all of them per*^ 
sons of the most ancient and respectable familiesi 
in the country, are dependent upon and cling to 
the Subodars or Viceroys of the several pro< 
vinces. They therefore who oppress, plunder 
and destroy the Subodars, oppress, rob and 
destroyan immense mass of people. .It ia true 
that a supervening government, established upoit 
another^ always reduces a certain portion of the' 
depepdents upon the latter to want. You must 
distress, by the very nature of ^the circumstaoces 
of the case, a great number of people ; but^^ then 
it 19 your business, when by the superiority whicfaf 
you have acquired, however you njay havetac-t 
quired it, (for I am not liow considering .whethett 
you have acquired it by fraud or force, or whethec 
by a mixture of both;) when I say you have 
acquired it, it is your business not to oppress 
those people with new and additional. difficukiesy^^ 
but rather to console them in the state to whicb 
they are reduced, and to give them.aU.thft 
assistance and protection in yo^^po^ver•: .^r : .;» 
Thejnext system is composed of the descendr^ 
ants qf the people who were found in the countiyi 
by the Mahomedan invader^. The system beforer 
mentioned comprehends the official interest^ther 
judicial interest, the court interest, and the mili^ 
tary intexp^t. Thi§ latter body includes ^qopsfe 

the 
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the /ivhole iatided interest/ commercial ititere8t» 
and inonied interest of the country. .For the 
Hnldoos not: being forbidden by their laws or; 
religious tenets as laid down in the Shaster— : 
many of them became, the principal money 
lenders and bankers ; and thus the Hindoos foml 
the: greatest part both of the landed and mbnied 
interest in* that country » 

-^The thind and last system is formed of the 
English interest ; which in reality, whether it 
appears: directly or indirectly, is the governing 
interest of the whole country $ of its civil and 
Qulitary interest,of its landed, monied, andreve-* 
Bu^ interest ; and what to us is the greatest con- 
eern of all, it is this system which is responsible 
ibr the government of that coiMitry to the govern- 
ment of Great Britain. It is divided into two 
partil, one emanating from the Company^ and 
a£berwards regulated by Act of Parliament ; 
die other a judicial body sent out by, and acting 
undev the authority of the Crown itself* The 
persons composing that interest are those whom 
we usually call the servants of the Company^ 
Tb^^enter into that service, as your Lordshipsi 
kiMW^^at an early period of life, and they are proM 
noted accordingly as their merit or their interest 
iiay * provide o for. them. This body i of men, 
wilb respect to .its number, is so small ai 
Icarcely^toE deserve mentioning ; but from certain 
? i Vol. XVI. N circumstances 
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circumstances, the government of the whole 
country is fallen into their hands. Amongst these 
circumstancesi the most important and esseatial 
are, their having the publick revenues and the 
publick purse entirely in their own hands, and 
their having an army maintained by that purse, 
and disciplined in the European manner. Such 
was the state of that country when Mr. Hastings 
was appointed governour in 1772. Your Lord- 
ships are now to decide upon the manner in which 
he has comported himself with regard to all these 
three interests; first, whether he has made. the 
ancient Mahometan families as easy as he could;: 
secondly, whether he has made the Hindoo inhar 
bitants, the Zemindars and their tenants, as se- 
cure in their property and as easy in their tenure 
as he could; and lastly, whether he has made 
the English interest a blessing to the country ; 
and whilst it provided moderate, safe, and proper 
emoluments to the persons that were concerned 
in it* — it kept them from oppression and rapine* 
and a general waste and ravage of the country ; 
whether in short, he made all these three interests 
puinkie that one object, which all interests and all 
governments ought to pursue, the advantage. Mid 
welfare of tbe people under them. 
, ■ My Lords, in support of our charge against 
the Prisoner at yoiu* bar, that he acted in a man^ 
ner directly the reverse of this: We have proved 
3 ^ to 
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to you that his first acts of oppression were 
directed against the Mahometan government; 
that government which had been before, not 
only in name, but in effect to the very time o£ 
his appointment, the real government of the 
country. After the Company had acquired its 
right over it, some shadow still remained of the 
ancient government. An allowance was settled 
for the Nabob of Bengal, to support the dignity 
of his court, which amounted to between four 
and five hundred thousand pounds a year. In 
this was comprehended the support of the whole 
mass of nobility ; the soldiers, serving or re- 
tired ; all the officers of the court ; and all the 
women that were dependent upon them ; the 
whole of the criminal jurisdiction of the country, 
and a very considerable part of the civil law and 
the civil government. These establishments 
formed the constitutional basis of their political 
government. 

The Company never had, and it is a thing that 
we can never too often repeat to your Lordships, 
the Company never had of right despotick power 
in that country, to overturn any of these esta^ 
bUshments. The Mogul, who gave them their 
charters, could not give them such a power, he 
did not de facto give them such a power — ^the 
government of this country did not by Act of 
Pariiament, and the Company did not and could 

N 2 not 
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not by their delegation give him such a power ;; 
the Act by which he was appointed governour, 
did not give him such a power, If he exercised 
it, he usurped it j and therefore every step we 
take in the examination of his conduct in Ben« 
gal, as in every step we take upon the same sub- 
ject every where else, we look for the justification 
4f his conduct to laws ; the law of nations, the 
laws of this country, and the laws of the coun- 
try he was sent to govern* 
J .The government of that country, by the an- 
cient constitution of the Mogul empire (besides 
the numberless individual checks and counter-, 
checks in the inferior officers) is divided into 
the Viceroyal pait and the Subadarry part* The 
Viceroyal part takes in all criminal justice and 
political governments Mr. Hastings found the 
country under a viceroy, governing according 
to law, acting by proper judges and magistrates 
under him; — he himself not being the judicial 
but executive power of the country ; that which 
sets the other in action and does not supersede 
it or supply its place. The other, the Subadarry 
power, which was by the grant of the Dewanny, 
conferred upon the Company, had under its care 
the revenues, as much of the civil government 
as is concerned with the revenues, and many 
other matters growing out of it. These two 
offices are co-6rdinate and dependent on each 

- . other. 
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Other. The Company, after contracting to rnain^ 
tain the army out of it, got the whole revenue 
into their power. The army being thus within 
their power, the Subadar by degrees vanished 
into an empty name. ' 

When we thus undertook the government of 
the country, conscious that we had undertaken 
a task which by any personal exertion of our 
own we were unable to perform in any proper 
or rational way, the Company appointed a native 
of the country, Mahomed Reza Khan, who 
stands upon the records of the Company, I ven- 
ture to say, with such a character, as no man 
perhaps ever did stand, to execute the duties off 
both oflSces. Upon the expulsion of Cossim 
Ali Khan, the Nabob of Bengal, all his children 
were left in a young, feeble, and unprotected 
state; and in that state of things. Lord Clive, 
Mr. Sumner, who sits near Mr. Hastings, and the 
rest of the Council, wisely appointed Mahomed 
Reza Khan, to fulfil the two offices of deputy 
Viceroy and deputy Dewan, for which he had 
immense allowances, and great jaghires and reve- 
nues, I allow. He was a man of that dignity^ ranli^ 
and consideration, added to his knowledge of 
law and experience in business, that Lord CliV0 
and Mr. Sumner, who examined strictly his con- 
duct at that time, did not think that 11@,<XX)/. a 
ye^r, the amount of the emoluments which had 

N 3 been 
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been allowed hitDi was a great deal too much : but 
at his own desire, and in order that these emd- 
luments might be brought to stated and fixed 
sums, they reduced it to 90,000/.; an allowancie 
which they thought was not more than sufficient 
to preserve the state of so great a magistrate, 
and a man of such rank, exercising such great 
employments. The whole revenue of the Com- 
pany depended upon his talents and fidelity; 
and you will find, that on the day in which he 
surrendered the revenues into our hands, the 
Dewanny, under his management, was a million 
more than it produced on the day Mr. Hastings 
left it. For the truth of this, I refer your Lord- 
ships to a letter of the Company sent to the 
Board of Controul. This letter is not in eiii- 
derice before your Lordships, and what I am 
stating is merely historical. But I state the 
fact, and with the power of referring for their 
proof, to documents as authentick as if they 
were absolutely in evidence before you. As- 
suming, therefore, that all these facts may be 
verified by the records of the Company, I have 
now to state that this man, by some rumours 
true or false, was supposed to have misconducted 
himself in a time of great calamity in that coun- 
try. A great famine had about this time grie- 
vously afflicted the whole province of Bengal. 
I must remark by the way, that these countries 

are 
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are liable to this calamity, but it is greatly 
blessed by nature with resources which affpni 
the means [of speedy recovery, if their govern- 
ment does not counteract them. Nature, that 
inflicts the calamity, soon heals the wound ^ it 
is in ordinary seasons the most fertile country, 
inhabited by the most industrious people, anil 
the most disposed to marriage and settlement, 
probably that exists in the whole world; so that 
}Jopalation and fertility are soon restored^ and 
the inhabitants quickly resume their former 
industrious occupations.' 

During tlie agitation exdted in the country 
by the calamity I have just mentioned, Mahomed 
Reza Khan, through the intrigues of Rajah 
Nundcomar, one of his^ political rivals, and of 
some English faction that suppdrted him, was 
accused of being one of the cavi^es of the famine. 
In answer to this charge, he alleged what was 
certainly a sufficient justification — jthat he had 
acted under the direction of the English Board, 
to which his conduct throughout this business 
was fully known. . The Company however sent 
an order from England to have him tried ; but 
though he frequently supplicated the government 
at Calcutta, that his trial should be proceeded in, 
in order that he might be either acquitted and 
discharged, or condemned, Mr. Hastings kept 
him in prison two years, under pretence, (as he 

wrote 
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vrote word to the Directors,) ; that Mah:oi»^ 
Reza Khan himself was not very desirousi tO 
hasten the matter. In the meap time the Cauijt 
of Directors having, removed him from his grent 
offices, authorized and comipahded Mr« Hastings 
(and here we come within the sphere of yoiur 
Minutes) to appoint a successor to Mahoppyed 
Reza Khat], fit to fulfil the duties of his statioft. 
Now I shall first shew your Lordships what i^ 
of person the Court of Directors described to 
him as most fit to fill the office of Mahom^ 
Reza Khan ; what sort of person he did apppipt.'; 
and then we will trace out to you the conse- 
quences of that appointment. 

Letter from the Court of Directors to tjw 
President and Council at Fort William, dated 
28th August 1771 :— " Though we have not 
a doubt but that by the exertion of your abili- 
ties and the care and assiduity of pur servants 
in the superintendancy of the revenues, the 
" collections will be conducted with more, ad- 
advantage to the Company and ease to the 
natives, than by means of a Naib Dewan ; we 
are fully sensible of the expediency of sup- 
*^ porting some ostensible muiister in the Com- 
" pany's interest at the Nabob'? court, to tran* 
** sact the political affairs of the Sircar, and 
" interpose betweca. the Company and the sub- 
jects 
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'* jects of any European poweft in all cases 
•* \^h0rein they iqay thwart our mterest» or 
** encroach on our authority; and as Mahomed 
*< Reza Khan can no longer be considered by 
^V U3 as one ta whom such a power can be safely 
*• committedf we trust to your local knowledge 
** the selection of some person well qualified 
** for the affairs of government, and of whose 
«* attachment to the Company you shall be weU 
" assured ; such person you will recommend to 
•* the Nabob to succeed Mahomed Reza as 
♦' minister of the govern menti and guardiaa of 
** the Nabob's minority ; and we persuade oui> 
" selves that the Nabob will pay such regard to 
'* your recommendation, as to invest him wit^ 
" the necessary power and authority. 

** As the advantages which the Company 

*• may receive from the appointment of suc^ 

«* minister^ will depend on his readiness to pro^ 

*• mote our views and advance our interest ; we 

** are willing to allow him so liberal a gratifir 

^* cation as may excite his zeal and secure his 

" attachment to the Company ; we therefore 

" empower you to grant to the person whom 

" you shall think worthy of this trust, an annual 

** allowance not exceeding three lacks of rupees, 

<• (thirty thousand pounds,) which we consider 

•^ not only as a munificent reward for any ser- 

•* vices he shall render the Company^ but suf» 

** ficient 
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ficient to enable him to support his station 
with suitable rank and dignity; and here 
we must add, that in the choice you shaill 

^* make of a person to be the active minister of 
the Nabob's government, we hope and ti'ust 
that you will shew yourselves worthy of the 

" confidence we have placed iti you, by beiii^ 
actuated therein by no other motives than 

" those of the publick good and the safety and 

** interest of the Company,'* 

Here, my Lords, a person was to be named fit 
to fill the office and supply the place of Mahomed 
Reza Khan, who was Deputy Viceroy of Bengal, 
at the head of the criminal justice of the country, 
and in short at the head of the whdle ostensible 
Mahometan government. He was also to supply 
the place of Mahomed Reza Khan as Naib 
Dewan, from which Reza Khan was to be re- 
moved : for you will observe the Directors 
always speak of a man fit to perform all the 
duties of Mahomed Reza Khan ; and amongst 
these he was to be as the guardian of the 
Nabob's person, and the representative of his 
authority and government. 

Mr. Hastings having received these orders 
from the Court of Directors did — what? He 
alleges in his defence, that no positive com- 
mands were given him; but a very sufficient 

description 
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description was given of the person who ought 
to succeed Mahomed Reza Khan, in whom the 
Company had before recognised all the necessary 
qualities; and they therefore desire him to name 
a similar person. But, what does Mr. Hastings do 
in consequence of this authority ? He names no 
man at all. He searches into the seraglio of the 
Nabob, arid names a woman to be the Viceroy 
of the province, to be the head of the ostensible 
government, to be the guardian of the Nabob's 
person, the conservator of his authority, and a 
proper representative of the remaining majesty 
of that government. Well, my Lords, he searched 
the seraglio. When you have to take into con- 
sideration the guardianship of a person of great 
dignity, there are two circumstances to be at- 
tended to ; one a faithful and atfectionte guar- 
dianship of his person ; and the other a strong 
interest in his authority and the means of exer- 
cising that authority in a proper and competent 
manner* 

Mr. Hastings, when he was looking for a 
woman in the seraglio (for he could find women 
only there,) must have found actually in authority 
there the Nabob's own mother; certainly a person 
who by nature was most fit to be his guardian ; 
and there is no manner of doubt of her being 
sufficiently competent to that duty. Here then 
was a legitimate wife of the Nabob Jaffier Ali 

Khan 
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Kban, a woman of rank and distinction^ fitteiHt 
to take care of the person and interests, as far 
as a woman could take care of them, of her own 
son. In this situation, she had been placed 
before, during the administration of Mahomed 
Reza Khan, by the direct orders of the Gover- 
npur Sir John Cartier. She had, I say, been put 
in possession of that trust, which it was natural 
and pi'oper to give to such a woman. But what 
does Mr. Hastings do? He deposes this woman. 
He strips her of her authority with which he 
found her invested under the sanction of the 
English government He finds out a woman in 
the seragliocalledMunny Begum, who was bound 
to thQ Nabob by no tie whatever of natural affec- 
tipn. He makes this woman the guardian of the 
young Nabob's person. She had a son who had 
been placed upon the Musnud after the death of 
his father Sujah Dowlah, and had been appointed 
his guardian. This young Nabob died soon 
afterwards, and was succeeded by Nuzimut 
Dowlah, another natural son of Sujah Dowlah. 
This prince being left without a mother, this 
woman was suffered to retain the guardianship 
of the Nabob till bis death. When Mobarick ul 
Dowlah, a legitimate son of Sujah Dowlah, suc- 
ceeded him. Sir John Cartier did what his 
duty was, he put the Nabob's own mother iptp 
the place which she was naturally entitled t9hoId> 

the 
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the guardianship of her own son, and displaced 
Munny Begum. The whole of the arrangement, 
by which Munny Begum was appointed guardian 
of the two preceding Nabobs, stands in th6 
Company's records, stigmatized as a transaction' 
base, wicked, and corrupt. We will read to 
your Lordships, an extract from a letter which 
has the signature of Mr. Sumner, the gentleman 
who sits here by the side of Mr. Hastings, and 
from which you will learn what the Company and 
the Council thought of the original nomination' 
of Munny Begum and of her son. You will 
find that they considered her as a great agent, 
and instrument of all the corruption there ; and 
that this whole transaction by which the bas- 
tard son of Munny Begum was brought forward 
to the prejudice of the legitimate son of the 
Nabob, was considered to be, what it upon the 
very face of it speaks itself to be, corrupt and 
scandalous. . 

, Extract of a general letter from the President 
and Council at Calcutta Bengal, to the Select 
Committee of the Directors. Paragraph 5. — 
*• At fort Saint George we received the first 
" advices of the demise of Meer Jaffier, and of 
** Sujah Dowlah's defeat, it was there firmly 
" imagined that no definitive measures would 
" be taken either with respect to a peace or' 
. " filling 
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" filling the vacancy in the Nizamut, before our 
" arrival, as the Lapwing arrived in the month 
" of January with your general letter, and the 
appointment of a Committee with express 
powers to that purpose, for the successful 
** exertion of which the happiest occasion now 
" offered ; however, a contrary resolution pre- 
vailed in the Council; the opportunity of 
acquiring immense fortunes was too inviting 
to be neglected, and the temptation too pow- 
** erful to be resisted; a treaty was hastily 
drawn up by the Board, or rather transcribed 
with few unimportant additions from that con- 
** eluded with Meer JafBer, and a deputation 
" consisting of Messrs. Johnstone, senior, Mid- 
** dleton and Leycester, appointed to raise the 
" natural son of the deceased Nabob to the Suba- 
** darry, in prejudice of the claim of the grand- 
" son ; and for this measure such reasons as-^ 
signed as ought to have dictated a diametri- 
cally opposite resolution. Miran's son was 
" a minor, which circumstance alone would 
have naturally brought the whole administra- 
tion into our hands at a juncture when it 
** became indispensably necessary we should 
realize the shadow of power and iniSuence, 
which, having no solid foundation, was exposed 
to the danger of being annihilated by the first 
stroke of adverse fortune ; but this inconsis- 

" tence 
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*' tence was not regarded, nor was it material 
** to the views for precipitating the treaty, which 
" was pressed on the young Nabob at the first 
** interview, in so earnest and indelicate a man- 
*^ ner as highly disgusted him and chagrined 
'* his ministers, while not a single rupee was sti- 
pulated for the Company, whose interests 
were sacrificed that their servants might revel 
in the spoils of a treasury, before impoverished, 
but now totally exhausted." 

6.— This scene of corruption was first dis- 
closed at a visit the Nabob paid to Lord Clive 
** and the gentlemen of the Committee a few 
days after our arrival ; he there delivered to 
his Lordship a letter filled with bitter com- 
plaints of the insults and indignity he had 
** been exposed to, and the embezzlement of 
near twenty lacks of rupees issued from his 
treasury for purposes unknown, during the 
late negotiations ; —so public a complaint could 
not be disregarded, and it soon produced an 
inquiry. We referred the letter to the Board, 
in expectation of obtaining a satisfactory ac- 
count of the application of this money, and 
were answered only by a warm remonstrance 
entered by Mr. Leycester, against that very 
Nabob in whose elevation he boasts of having 
•* been a principal agent/* 

" 7. — Mahomed Reza Khan, the naib sou- 

«' bah 
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^y bah) was then called upon to account for thU 

V large disbursement from the treasury; atid 

V he soon delivered to the Committee the very 
" extraordinary narrative entered in our pro^* 
•^ ceedings, the 6th of June, wherein he specified 
'^ the several names and sums,' by whom paid, 
•* and to whom, whether in ca<%h,> bills orobli* 
^ gation; so precise, so accurate an account 
*5 as this of money for secret: aad venal services 
" was never, we believe, before this period ex-' 
•*. hibited to- the honourable Court of Directbrs, 
" at least never vouched by 4indeniable testi* 
^^ mony and authentick documents by: Juggut 
^* Seet, who himself w^s obliged to contribute^ 

largely to the sums demanded by iMoolvf^SUn,^ 

who was employed by Mr« Jobn^ton^ 4p>'il^l^ 
^< these pecuniary transactions bjjTd the; ^ttl^^ibph 

*^ and Mahomet Reza Khan, who were. the^M^-' 
^* viest suiSer^rs ; and lastly by the ^oiii^s^tf 
** of the gentlemen tl;iemse}ves ^ luhose^ iii9^l9es^ 
" are specified in the distribution list/* ^r v>:'r-t«j ' 
, " 8.— Juggut Seet expressly declared 4i1^r)|id 
<* narrative, that the sum which he SLgte^tfo 
** pay the deputation, amounting: tal^&^DQO 
^* rupees, was extorted by menaces ;ai]|d^8uu;c^ 
" the cl(»e of our inquiry^ and the opinions .we 

V delivered in the proceedings of the 21st. of 
" June, it fully appears, that the presents from 
<': the Nabob and Mahomed Rezah ELhan, excted- 

ing 
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*^ ing the immense sum of seventeen lacks, were 
" not the voluntary offerings of gratitude, but 
<r contributions levied on the weakness of the 
government, and violently exacted from the 
dependent state and timid disposition of the 
minister. The charge, indeed, is dented on 
** the one hand, as well as affirmed on the 
'* oth^r. Your honourable Board must there- 
" fore determine, how far the circumstance of 
'' extortion may aggravate the crime of disobe- 
dience to your positive orders ; the exposing 
the government in a manner to sale, and 
receiving the infamous wages of corruption 
<^ from opposite parties and conte^nding interests. 
"We speak with boldness, because we speak 
" from conviction founded upon indubitable 
"evidence, that besides the. above, sums speci- 
" fie4 in the distribution account, to the amount 
" of 228,1^5 pounds sterling, there was like- 
'* wise to the value of several lacks of rupees 
procured from Nundcomar and RoyduUub, 
each of whom aspired at, and obtained a 
promise of that very employment it wias.pre- 
"> determined to bestow on Mahomed Reza Khan. 
« — Signed at the end,— Clive, W" B. Sumner, 
" John Carnac, H. Verelst^ Fra* Sykes.*' 

My Lords, the persons who sign this letter 

are mostly the friends, and one of them is the 

.Vol. XVI. O gentleman 
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gentleman who is bail for, and sits feeat Mr.' 
Hastings. They state to you this horrible aind 
venal transaction by which the government wa^ 
set to sale^ by which a bastaM son wa^ elevated 
to the wrong of the natural and legitimate heir'^ 
and in which a prostitute, his mother, was pitii 
in the place of the honourable and legitiBiatd 
mother of the representative of the family. 

Now if there was one thing more than Mdthei 
under heaven which Mr. Hastings ought to hav'e 
shunned, it was the suspicion of being concerned 
in any such infamous transaction as that whicli H 
here recorded to be so — a transaction in which 
the country government had before been sold to 
this very woman and her ofispring, and iix whidi 
two great candidates for power in that cduntryl 
fought against each other, and perhaps the 
largest offerer carried it. ; ; . . * ' 

When a governour general sees the traced 6f 
corruption in the conduct of his prededessdrd, 
the traces of injustice following that corruption)', 
-^the traces of notorious irregularity, in setting 
aside the just claimants in favour of those that 
have no .claim at all, — he has that before hi^ 
eyes^ which ought to have made him the more 
scrupulouidy avoid, and to keep at the farthest 
distance possible from, the contagion and even 
the suspicion of being corrupted by it. More- 
over, my Lords, it wad in consei^uence o£ theise 

^ very 
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very traiisacftions> that the new covenants' were 
made, which bind the servants of the Company^ 
never to take a present of above 200/. or 
some such sum of money, from any native in 
drcumstahces there described. This covenant 
I shall reserve for consideration in another part 
of this business. It was in pursuance of this idea^ 
and to prevent the abuse of the prevailing cus- 
tom of visiting the governing powers of that 
country, with a view of receiving presents from 
thetn, that the House of Commons afterwards, in 
ltd inquiries, took up this matter and passed the 
regulating act in 1773. But to return to Munny 
Begum — -this very person, that had got into 
pdwer by the means already mentioned, did 
Mr. Hasting!^ resort to, knowing her to be 
well skilled in the trade of bribery ; — knowing 
her skilful practice in business of this sortj 
knowing the fitness of her eunuchs, instruments 
and agents to be dealers in this kind of trdffick* 
This very woman did Mr. Hastings select, 
stigmatized as she was in the Company's record, 
stigmatized by the very gentleman who sits next 
to him, and whose name you have heard read to 
you, as one of those members of the Codncil that 
reprobated the horrible iniquity of the transac- 
tion, in which this woman was a principal agent 
For though neither the young Nabob nor his 
mother ought to have been raised to the siationsi 

2 in 
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in which they were placed, and were placed 
there for the purpose of facilitating the receipt 
of bribes ; yet the order of nature was preserved, 
and the mother was made the guardian of her 
own son. For though she was a prostitute and 
he a bastard, yet still she was a mother and he a 
son ; and both nature and legitimate disposition, 
with regard to the guardianship of a son, went 
together. 

But what did Mr. Hastings do ? improving 
upon the preceding transaction, improving on 
it by a kind of refinement in corruption — he 
drives away the lawful mother from her lawful 
guardianship ; the mother of nature he turns out, 
and he delivers her son to the stepmother, to be 
the guardian of his person. That your Lord- 
ships may see who this woman was, we shall 
read to you a paper from your Lordships' 
Minutes, produced before Mr. Hastings's face, 
and never contradicted by him from that day 
to this. 

At a consultation, 24th July 1775 :— " Shah 
^* Chanim, deceased, was sister to the Nabob 
** Mahub ul Jung by the same father, but dif- 
ferent mothers ; she married Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Khan, by whom she had a son and a 
" daughter ; the name of the former was Meer 
" Mahomed Sadduc Ali Khan, and the latter 

*' was 
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"was married to Meer Mahomed Cossim Khan 
^' Sadduc ; All Khan had two sons and two 
"daughters; the sons' names are Meer Sydoc 
•* and Meer Sobeem, who are now living ; the 
•* daughters were married to Sultan Merza 
" Daood. 

" Baboo Begum, the mother of the Nabob 
•* Mobarick ul Dowlah, was the daughter of 
" Summim Ali Khan, and married Meer Ma- 
homed Jaffier Khan. The history of Munny 
Begum, is this: — At a village called Balcurda, 
" near Sehindra, there lived a widow, who from 
her great poverty, not being able to bring up 
her daughter Munny, gave her to a slave girl 
*^ belonging to Summim Ali Khan, whose name 
" was Bissoo ; during the space of five years 
^^ she lived at Shahjehunabad, apd was educated 
** by Bissoo, after the manner of a dancing girl; 
" afterward the Nabob Shamot Jung, upon the 
marriage of Ikram ul Dowlah, brother to the 
Nabob Surage ul Dowlah, sent for Bissoo 
Beg's set of dancing girls from Shahjehunabad, 
" of which Munny Begum was one, and allowed 
them 10,000 rupees for their expences, to 
dance at the wedding ; while this ceremony 
" was celebrating they were kept by the Nabob, 
" but some months afterwards he dismissed 
" them, and they took up their residence, in this 
** city. Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan then 

03 " took 
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^* took diem into keepitig, aqd allowed Manny 
^* and her set 500 rupees per: month; till at 
" length finding that Munny was pregnant, he 
''took her into his own house ; she gave birth 
V to the Nabob Nijam ul Dowlah, and in tfai^ 
'' manner she has remained in the Nabdb'^ 
" family ever since.*' 

My Lords, I do not mean to detain you long 
upon this part of the business; but I have 
thought it necessary to advert to these parti- 
culars. As to all the rest, the honourable and 
able Manager who preceded me has sufficiently 
impressed upon your Lordships' minds the mon^ 
strous nature of the deposing of the Nabob^s 
mother from the guardianship of her son, forthe 
purpose of placing this woman there at the head 
of all his family, and of his domestick concerns 
in the seraglio within doors, and at the head of 
the state without; together with the disposidof 
the whole of the revenue that was allowed him. 
Mr. Hastings pretends, indeed, to have appointed 
at the sanie time a trusty mudseddy to keep the 
accounts of the revenue, but he has since de- 
clared that no account had been kept, and that 
it was in vain to desire it or to call for it. This 
is the state of the case with respect to the ap- 
pointment of Munny Begum. With regard to 
the re-appointment of Mahomed Reza Khan, you 
have heard from my worthy fellow Manager^ 

that 
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that lie was acquitted of the charges that jbad 
been brought against him by Mr, Hastings, after 
a long and lingering trial. The Company wa9 
{Perfectly satisfied with the acquittal, and de- 
clared that he was not only acquitted, but 
honourably acquitted; and they also ; declared 
that he had a fair claim to a compensation fpt 
his sulTerings. . They not only declared him in* 
nocent, but meritorious. They gave orders that 
■he should be considered as a person who was to 
be placed in office again upon the first occasipni 
and that he had entitled himself to this favour 
by his conduct in the place which he had before 
filled. 

The Council of the year 1775 (whom; I can 
never .mention nor shall mention without honour) 
who complied faithfully with the Act of Par- 
liament, who never disobeyed the orders of tht 
.Company, and to whom no man has imp;uted 
€ven the shadow of corruption, found that tbis 
Munny Begum had acted in the manner which 
my honourable fellow Manager had stated j that 
she had dissipated the revenue, that she hacl 
neglected the education of the Nabobs and had 
thrown the whole judicature of the country 
inta confusion. They ordered that she should 
be removed from her situation, that the Nabob's 
own mother should be placed at the head of the 
seraglio, a situation to v/hich she was entitled ; 

O 4 and, 
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and, with regard to the rest of the offices^ that 
Mahomed Reza Khan should be employed to fill 
them. • 

Mr. Hastings resisted these propositions with 
ail his might, but they were by that happy mo- 
mentary majority carried iagainst him, and Ma- 
homed Reza Khan was placed in his former 
situation. But Mn Hastings, though thus 
defeated, was only waiting for what he con- 
sidered to be the fortunate moment for return- 
ing again to his corrupt, vicious, tyrannical and 
disobedient habits. The re-appointment of 
Mahomed Reza Khan had met with the fullest 
approbation of the Company ; and they directed, 
that, as long as his good behaviour entitled bim 
to it, he should continue in the office. Mr. 
Hastings, however, without alleging any ill 
behaviour, and for no reason that can be assigned, 
but his corrupt engagement with Munny Begum, 
overturned (upon the pretence of restoring the 
Nabob to his rights) the whole of the Company's 
arrangement, as settled by the late majority, and 
approved by the Court of Directors. 

I have now to shew- you what sort of a man 
the. Nabob was, who was thus set up in defiance 
of the Company's authority ; what Mr. Hastings 
himself thought of him ; what the Judges thought 
of him; and what all the world thought of 
him. 

I must 
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I must first make your Lordships acquainted 
with a little preliminary matter : — a man named 
Roy Radachum, had been appointed vakeel or 
agent, to manage the Nabob's alBairs at Calcutta. 
One of this man's creditors attached him there. 
Roy Radachurn pleaded his privilege as the 
vakeel or representative of a sovereign prince. 
The question came to be tried in the Supreme 
Court, and the issue was, Whether the Nabob 
was a sovereign prince or not? I think the 
Court > did eitceedingly wrong in entertaining 
such a question ; because, in my opinion, whether 
he was or was not a sovereign prince, any person 
representing him ought to be left free, and to 
have ^^toper and secure means of concerting his 
aflBil^ witfi'the Council. It was however taken 
otherwise; the question was brought to trial, 
Whether the Nabob was a sovereign prince 
sufficiMt to appoint and protect a person to 
manage his af&irs, under the name of an am- 
ba$sadour? In that cause did Mr. Hastings 
come forward to prove, by a voluntary affidavit, 
that he had no pretensions, no power, no au- 
thority at all ; that he was a mere pageant, a 
thing of straw, and that the Company exercised 
every species of authority over him, in every 
particular, and in every respect ; and that there- 
fore to talk of him as an efficient person, was an 
affront to the common sense of mankind ; and 

this 
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this you will find the Judges afterwards declaled 
to be their opinion* 

I will here press again one remark (which 
perhaps you may recollect that I hav9 madet 
before) that the chief and most usual mode in 
which all the villanies perpetrated in India^ by[ 
Mr. Hastings and his co-partners in iniquity^ 
has been through the medium and instrumentality 
of persons whom they pretended to have r%hts 
of their own, and to be acting for themselv:6S f 
whereas such persons were, in fact, totally de-* 
pendent upon him, Mr. Hastings, and did no 
one act that was not prescribed by him^ In ordef 
therefore to let you see the utter falsehood, 
fraud, prevarication and deceit, of the pretences 
by which the native powers of India are repre- 
sented to be independent, and are held up as the 
instruments of defying the laws of this kingdom, 
under pretext of their being absolute princes, 
I will read the aflSdavit of Warren Hastings, Esq, 
Governour General of Bengal, made the Slst 
July 1775 :— " This deponent maketh oath, and 
" saith. That the late President and Council 
** did, on or about the month of August 177«i 
" by their own authority appoint Munny Begum, 
** relict of the late Nabob Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, 
to be guardian to the present Nabob Moubai' 
rick ul Dowlah, and Rajah Gbordas, son of 
Mahah Rajah Nundcomar, to be dewan of 

" the 
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M the said Nabob's household^ allowing to the 
*' said Munny Begum, a salary of 140,000 rupees 
^* per annum ; and to the said Rajah Goordas, 
** for himself and officers, a salary of 100,000 
;• rupees per annum. — That the said late Pre* 
^* sident and Council did, in or about the month 
V of August 177^f pl^n and constitute regular 
** and distinct courts of justice, civil and*^crimi* 
nilU by their own authority, for administration 
of justice to the inhabitants throughout Ben- 
gal, without consulting the said Nabob, or 
" requiring his concurrence, and that the said 
" civil courts were made solely dependent on 
•« the Presidency of Calcutta ; and the said 
" criminal courts were put under the inspection 
" and controul pf the Company's servants, 
" although ostensibly under the name of the 
" Nazim, as appears from the following extracts 
" from the plan for the administration of justice, 
** constituted by the President and Council as 
" aforesaid.*' 

My Lords, we need not go . through all the 
circumstances of this affidavit which is in your 
Minutes, and to save time, I will refer your 
Lordships to them. This affidavit, as I have 
already said, was put into the Court to prove, 
that the Nabob had no power or authority at all; 
but what is very singular in it, and which I re- 
commend 
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commend to the particular notice of yoor LorcU 
•hipi when you are scrutinizing thii matter, 1$, 
that there ti not a iingle point stated to prove 
the nullity of this Nabob^s authority, that was 
not Mn Hastings^s own particular act. Well, 
tlie Govemour General swears; the Judge of 
the Court refers to him in his decision i he builds 
and bottoms it upon the Govemour GeneraPs 
affidavit }— he swears, 1 say, that the Council, by 
their own authority, appointed Munny Begum 
to be guardian to the Nabob. ** By what autho- 
^^ rity,'' the Governour General asks, •* did the 
** Council erect courts of law and superintend 
^^ the administration of justice, without any 
^^ communication with the Nabob? Had the 
•• Nabob himself any idea that he was a sove- 
** reign ? Does he complain of the reduction of 
•* his stipend or the infringement of treaties ? 
** No, he appears to consider himself to be, what 
** in fact he really is, absolutely dependent 
** on the Company, and to be willing to accept 
•* any pittance they would allow him for his 
^* maintenance. He claims no rights i Does he 
** complain that the administration of justice in 
** taken into the hands of the Company ? No. 
^^ By the treaty, the protection of his subjects 
" is delivered up to the Company j and he well 
" knew, that whoever may be lield up an the 
** ot^tetisiblc prince, the administration of justice 

** must 
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** must be in the hands of those who have power 
•* to enforce it;" he goes on, " The Governour 
*• General, who, I suppose, had a delicacy to 
*V state more than what had before been made 
*^ publick, closes his affidavit with saying, that 
<* all he has deposed to, he believes to be'pub* 
*' lickly known, as it is particularly set forth in 
*^ the printed book entitled Reports of the Com- 
** mittee of the House of Commons. I knew •' 
he adds, *^ it was there, and was therefore sur- 
*< prised at this application ; it is so notorious 
that every body in the settlement must have 
known it; when I say every body I mean 
" with an exception to the gentlemen who have 
applied to the Court. The only reason I can 
give for their applying, is the little time they 
" have been in the country.** The Judge (I 
think it is Chief Justice Impey,) then goes on^ 
" Perhaps this question might have been deter- 
" mined merely on the dates of the letters to 
" the Governour General ; but as the Council 
** have made the other a serious question, I 
" should not have thought that I had done my 
" duty if I had notgivena full and determinate 
" opinion upon it, I should have been sorry if 
"I had left it doubtful, whether the empty 
" name of a Nabob should be thrust between a 
" delinquent and. the laws, so as effectually to 
" protect him from the hand of justice/* 

My 
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My Lords, the Court as you se6 bottoms its 
determination on what we stand upon here, Mr. 
Hasting's evidence that the empty name of a 
pretended sovereign should not be thrust fortb 
between a delinquent and justice. 

What does Mr. LemaiBtre, the other judg^, 
say upon this occasion, "with regard to thfij 
phantom, that man of straw Mobarick ut 
Dowlah, it is an insult on the understanding 
of the Court, to have made the question of 
"his sovereignty. But as it came from the 
" Governour General and Council, I have too 
"much respect for that body to treat it ludi- 
" crously, and I confess I cannot consider it 
" seriously, and we always shall consider a letter 
" of business from the Nabob, the same as k 
" letter from the Governour General and 
" Council." 

This is the unanimous opinion of all the Judgef^ 
concerning the state and condition of the Nabob: 
We have thus established the point we mean tb 
establish, that any use which shall be made of 
the Nabob's name, for the purpose of justifjang 
any disobedience to the orders of the Company, 
or of bringing forward corrupt and unfit person's 
for the government, could be considered as nb 
other than the act of the persons who shall inake 
such a use of it; and that no letter that the 

Nabob 
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Nabob writes to any one in power, was or could 
be considered as any other than the letter of that 
person himself. This we wish to impress upon 
your Lordships, because, as you have before 
seen the use that has been made in this way of 
the Nabob of Oude, you may judge of the use 
that Jias been made of the name of Hyder Beg 
'Khan» and of the names of all the eminent per^- 
sons of the country. One word more and I have 
done; if whilst you remark the use that is 
made of this man's name, your Lordships shall 
find, that this use has ever been made of his 
name for his benefit, or for the purpose of giving 
him any useful or substantial authority, or oi 
meliorating his condition in any way whatever, 
forgive the fralud, forgive the disobedience. 

But if we have shewn your Lordships, that it 
was for no other purpose than to disobey the 
orders of the Company, to trample upon the 
laws of his country, to introduce back again, and 
to force into power, those very corrupt and 
wicked instruments which had formerly done so 
much mischief, and for which mischief they were 
removed, then we shall not have passed our time 
in vain, in endeavouring to prove that this nfian, 
in the opinion of a court of justice, and by pub- 
lick notoriety, and by Mr. Hastings's own 
opinion, \;<^as held to be fit for nothing but to be 
made a tool in his hands. 

Having 



Having stated to your Lordships generally the 
effects produced upon the Mahomedan interest 
of Bengal, by the nvisi^oiidvctpf the Prisoner at 
your bar, with respett to the appointment of 
the guardian of the Nabob or Subadar of that 
province, and of the ministers of his government, 
I shall liavis tfae^hdnour of attending^ your ILord- 
ships another day; and shall shew you the use 
that has been made of this government and of 
the authority of the Nabtib, who, as your Lord- 
ships have seen^ was the mere phantom of power; 
and I shall shew how much a phantom he- was 
for every good purpose, and how effectuat art 
. instrument he was made for every bad one. ' 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 14tb, 1794. 



EIGHTH DAY OF THE REPLY. 

(MR. BURKE.) 
MY LORDS, 

YOUR I/)rdships heard upon the last day of 
the meeting of this high Court, the distri- 
bution of the several matters ^ which I. should 
have occasion to lay before you, and by which 
I resolved to guide myself, in the examination 
of the conduct of Mr. Hastings with regard to 
Bengal. I stated, that I should first shew the 
manner in which he comported himself with 
r^ard to the people, who were found in posr 
session of the government when we fir^t entered 
into Bengal. , We haveshewn to your Lordships 
the progressive steps by which the Native govern*, 
n^ent was brought into a state . of annihilatiom 
We have stated the manner in which that govern- 
ni^nt was solemnly decUrjed by a court of justice. 
Vol. XVI. P to 
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to be depraved and incompetent to act, and 
dead in law. We have shewn to your Lordships 
(and we have referiiecj you to tjie document) that 
its death was declared upon a certificate of the 
principal attending physician of the state, namely 
Mr. Warren Hastings himself; this was declared 
in an affidavit made by him^ wherein he has 
gone through all the powers of government, of 
which he had regularly despoiled the Nabob 
Mobarick ul Dowlah part by part, exactly ac- 
cording to. the ancient formula, by which a 
degraded knight was despoiled of his knight* 
hood; they took, I say, from him all the power$ 
of government, article by article ; his helmet, 
his shield, his cuirass, at last they hacked off Ps 
spurs and left him nothing. Mr. Hastings laid 
ilovvn all the premises and left the Judges to 
draw, the conclusion. 

Your Lordships will remark, (for you will find 
it on your Minutes) that the Judges have, de^* 
dared this affidavit of Mr. Hastings to be. a 
delicate affidavit VVe have heard of affidavits 
•that were true. We have Jieard of affidavits tljat 
Jwere perjured, biit this is the first instance. that 
iias come to our knowledge, (and we receive it 
fis a proof of Indian refinement) of a delicate 
affidavit ; this affidavit of Mr. Hastings we shall 
€^ew to your Lordships, is not entitled to ihe 
ikscription x)f a good affidadyt, however it tn^ht 
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he entitled, in the opinion of those Judges, to the- 
description of a delicate affidavit, a phrase by 
which they appear to have meant that he had 
furnished all the proofs of the Nabob's depo- 
sition, but had delicately avoided to declare hittt 
expressly d^osed. The Judges drew, however; 
this indelicate cpnclusion ; the conclusion they 
drew was founded upon the premises ; it Was 
very just and logical ; for they declared, that he 
was a mere C3rpher. They commended Mr; 
Hastings's delicacy, though they did not imitate 
it ; but they pronounced sentence of deposition 
upon the said Nabob, and they declared that any 
letter or paper that was produced from hini, 
coaldhotbe considered as an act of government; 
So effectually was he removed by the Judges out 
©f the way, that no minority, no insanity, no 
phyi^cal circumstances, not even death itself, 
boiild put a tiKan more completely out of sight. 
They declare that they would consider his letters 
in no other light than as the letters of the Com- 
prnfr represented by the Governour General arid 
CoDQCiL Thus then^ we iind the Nabob legally 
dead. 

We find next, that he was politically .dead. 
Mr. Hastings, not satisfied with the affidavit he 
kiade in court, ^ has thought proper upon record, 
ta inform the Company a«d the worfd of what 
he considered him to' be civilly and pdlitiealiy. 
'j^'fiir-i * p 2 — [Minute 
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— [Minute Entered by the Goveraour GeCMnd^:] 
-*•** The Gbvemwif GeneraK I object tb* this 
** Motion, [a M<Jtion relative to the trial 
*•' above ijliided to] because F do not * appire'^ 
'* beml thjtt the declaration of the Judges 
Tespecting the Nabob's sovereignty,* wiH»»in-* 
Volve this government in any difficulties wkfar' 
** the French or other fbreigh nationsj"- f mark, 
my^ Lords, these political • effects] " How little 
*** the: screen of the Nabob's name has hitherto^ 
*•' availed, will appear in the frequent and in-' 
*^ conclusive correspondence which has beeri' 
*^* maintained with the foreign settlements, ^e 
**'IVench especially, since the Company htve- 
'•'thought proper to stand forth in their ireal- 
" character in the exercise of 'the ^DeWanny^. 
'♦♦From that period the government of these 
"provinces has been wholly theii»s, norcaatall 
'^^the subtleties and< distinctions of poUtfdtl' 
•**sk>pfhistry conceal ther possession of power;* 
**' where tlie exercise of it is openly practised 
"and universally felt in its operation.— In *de-' 
ference to the commands of the Cotapany,* 
we have generally endeavoured, in ali oiiir 
** correpondence with foreigners, to evade ^hie' 
direct avowal of our possessing the acfcuid 
•rulexof the country ; employing the unapplied 
"tfrm government, for the power to" whidi we 
^' exacted their submission ; but I do not re- 
^ * •• ni ember 
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*^ meoiber any instance, and I hope none will be 
'^vflbundy of .oar havipg been so disingenuous 
i'^Bd to disclaim our own power, or to affirm 
''that the Nabob was the real sovereign of those 
V.'^ptoMinces. In effect I do not hesitate to say; 
Vf«^hat I look upon this state of indecision to 
'fi -have been productive of all the embarrass- 
V> ments which we have experienced with the 
'V foreign settlements; none of them have evei^ 
^^ owned any dominion but that of the British 
government in these provinces; Mr. Chevalier 
has repeatedly declared, that he will not ac- 
^>^ jcnowledge any other, but will look to that only 
%;£ir. the support of the privileges possessed by 
%J)is nation, and shall protest against that alone 
'Vasa-esponsible for any act of power, by which 
*i^4Kcir privileges may be violated or their pro- 
tlspferty disturbed. The Dutch, the Danes, have 
^ipaenerally applied to this government as to th^ 
',V^iiilingrpower, for the grant of indulgences and 
ttf^tte redress of their; grievances: In our replies 
%itqrall, we have constantly assumed the pre- 
'^r^n^aJ^ves of that character, but eluded thd 
^idirect avowal of it; under the name of ;n-^ 
^ifluence, we have offered them protection, and 
^Lme have granted them the indulgences of 
ffegjwemment, under elusive expressions, some- 
¥/.^tmes applied to our treaties with the Nabobs; 
*^ scmietimes to our own rights as the Dewan, 

p 3 ** sometime 
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f^ lightest iuipicicm# thai t more epjen tnd tde* 
^ 4»dad conduct would expoM u* to immtmjCoih 
ViMqucnceifrom the European nationi; on the 
'^ contrafyf we have the worst of the argumenl 
'^ while we contend with them under &lie 
^* polewrs while they know ui under the dkiguiie^ 
^^ and we have not the confidence to disown it | 
'< what we have done and may do und« an 
^^. Miumed cbaracteff is full at likely to invdve 
^* uain a war with France^ a nation not much 
^' ipfluenced by logical weapons^ if such can be 
^ supposed to be the likely consequences of our 
** owii trifling disagreement with them, as if we 
** stood forth their avowed opponents* To am* 
** dude, instead of regretting with Mr* Francis, 
^ the occasion which deprives us of so useless 
** and hurtful a disguise ; I should rather 
^* rejoice (were it really the case,) and con^ 
** sider it as a crisis which freed the constitution 
*^ of our government from one of its greatest 
*' defects/' ,. 

♦ 

Now, my Lrords, the delicacy of the affidavit 
is no more — the great arcanum of the state i§ 
avowed — ^it is avowed that the government, i$ 
ours—that the Nabob is nothing* It is avowed 
to foreign nations ; and the disguise which we 
tiaveput on, Mr* Hastings states, in his opinion, 
tp be hurtful to the affairs of the Company* 

Here 



bf WAREBK HAiTIKOftg M$^^ dl7 

Here we perceive the exact and the ptrftcC 
agreement between his character as a delicattf 
affidavit maker in a cowt of justice, and his in* 
deiicate declarations upon the records of the 
Company for the information of the whole world; 
concerning the real arcanum of the Bengal 
government. 

Now I cannot help praising his consistency 
upon this occasion, whether his policy was right 
or wrong ; hitherto we find the whole consistent, 
we find the affidavit perfectly supported. The 
inferences which delicacy at first prevented him 
from producing, better recollection and more 
perfect policy made him here avow. In this state 
things continued. The Nabob, your Lordships 
see, is dead — dead in law, dead in politics — 
dead in a court of justice — dead upon the records 
of the Company. Except in mere animal ex- 
istence, it is all over with him. 

I have now to state to your Lordships, that 
Mr. Hastings, who has the power of putting 
even to death in this way, possesses likewise the 
att of restoring to life. But what is the medi- 
cine that revives them? — Your Lordships I am 
sure will be glad to know what nostrum not 
hitherto pretended to by quacks in physick, by 
quacks in politicks, nor by quacks in law, will 
serve to revive this man, to cover his dead bones 
with flesh, and to give him life, activity and 

vigour. 
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vigoun My Lords, I am about to tell you an 
instance of a recipe of such infallible efficacy, 
as was never before discovered. His cure for 
kll disorders is disobedience to the commands of 
his lawful superiors. AVhen the orders of the 
Court of Directors are contrary to his own 
opinions, he forgets them all. Let the Court of 
Directors but declare in favour of his own sys- 
tem and his own positions, and that very moment 
merely for the purpose of declaring his right of 
febellion against the laws of his country, he 
counteracts them. Then these dead bones arise; 
or, to use a language more suitable to the dignity 
6f the thing, Bayes's men are all revived. " Are 
*' these men dead ?" asks Mr. Baves's friend. 
No," says he, "they shall all get up and 
dance immediately.** — But in this ludicrous 
view of Mr. Hastings's conduct, your Lordships 
must not lose sight of its great importance. 
You cannot have, in an abstract, as it were, any 
one thing that better developes the principles of 
the man; that more fully developes all the 
sources of his conduct ; and of all the frauds 
and iniquities which he has committed, in order 
at one and the same time to evade his duty to 
the Court of Directors, that is to say, to the laws 
of his countr}% and to oppress, crush, rob, and 
ill-treat the people that are under him. 

My Lords, you have had an account of the 

person 
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person who represented the Nabob's dignity, 
Mahomed Reza Khan ; you have heard of the 
rank he bore, the sufferings that he went through, 
his trial and honourable acquittal, and the Cotn« 
pany's order that tlie first opportunity should be 
taken to appoint him Naib Soubah or deputy pf 
the Nabob, and more especially to represent hitii 
in the administering of justice. Your Lordships 
are also acquainted with what was done in con* 
sequence of those orders by the Council Genera), 
in the restoration and re-establishment of the 
executive power in this person ; not in the poor 
Nabob, a poor helpless, ill-bred, ilUeducated boy, 
but in the first Mussulman of the country, who 
had before exercised the office of Naib Soubah 
or Deputy Viceroy, in order to give some degre6 
of support to the expiring honour and justice of 
that country. The majority, namely, General 
Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis, 
whose names as I have before said, will, fot* 
obedience to the Company, fidelity to the laws, 
honour to themselves, and a purity untouched 
and unimpeached, stand distinguished and 
honoured in spite of all the corrupt and bark- 
ing virulence of India against them. These 
men, I say, obeyed the Company ; they had no 
secret or fraudulent connexion with Mahomed 
Reza Khan ; but they re-instated him in his 

office* 

The 
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The moment that real death had carried mmuy 
tvto of the mo9t virtuous of this oommaoityf and 
that Mr. Hastings was thereby re-estabfisbed in 
hit power* he returned to his former, state of 
rebellion to the Company, and of fraud and 
oppression upon the people. And here we come 
to the re-vivificating medicine. I forgot to tell 
your Lordships that this Nabob, whose letters 
were declared by a court of law, with bis own 
approbation, to be in effect letters of .the Go- 
veraour General and Council, concludes a formal 
application transmitted to them and dated 17th 
November 1777f with a demand of the restora- 
tion of his rights. Mr. Hastings upon this 
enters the following Minute :— '* The Nabob's 
*' demands are grounded upon positive rights, 
'* which will not admit of a discussion; be has 
'^ an incontestable right to the management of 
*' his own household; he has an incontestable 
*• right to the Nizamut.*' .. \ 

My Lords, you have heard his affidavit, you 
have heard his avowed and recorded optni<m. 
In direct defiance of both, because he wishes to 
make doubtful the orders of the Company and 
to evade his duty, he here makes without any 
delicacy a declaration, which if it be true the 
affidavit is a gross perjury, let it be managed 
with what delicacy he pleases. The word Niza- 
mut, which he uses, may be unfamiliar to yOiir 

Lordships. 
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Lordships. In India it signifies die whole ex- 
ecutive government, though the word strictly 
means Viceroyalty ; all the princes of ' thiA 
couotrjr heading their dominions as represenla* 
tives of the Moguls the great nominal sovereiga 
of the empire. To convince 70a that it does 
so^ take his own explanation of it. — ^ It is' his 
'' by inheritance; the Adowlet and the Foos* 
^ darry having been repeatedly declared by the 
Company and by this govemmenty to apper* 
tain to the Nizamut. The Adowlet, namdy, 
the distribution of civil justice; and the 
Fouzdarry, namiely, the executive criminal 
justice of that country, that is to say, the 
whole sovereign government of the courts of 
'* justice, have been declared by the Company, 
** to appertain to the Nizamut.'' 

I b^ of your Lordships to recollect, when 

you take into your consideration the charges <^' 

the House of Commons, that the perscHi they 

accuse, and persons suborned by him, have never 

scrupled to be guilty, without sense of shame, 

of the most uotorious falsehoods, the most faring 

inconsistencies, and even of perjury itself; and 

that it is thus they make the power of the Com* 

pany dead or alive, as best suits their own 

wicked, clandestine, and fraudulent purposes; 

and the great end of all their actions and all 

their pc^iticks, plunder and peculation.' 

I must 
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at home« be immediately took Sudder nV Hoe 
Khan Under his protection. 

Now your Lordships see Mr. Hastings appear- 
ing in his own character again; exercising the 
power he had pretended to abdicate, whilst the 
Nd.bob sinks and subsides under him. He be- 
comes the supporter of Sudder ul Hoe Khani 
'n6w that the infamy of the treatment he received 
Icould no longer be concealed from the CounciL 
On the 1st of September 1778, the Goverhour 
informs the Nabob, ** that it is highly expedieot 
** that Sudder ul Hoe Khan should have fall 
^* controul in all matters relative to his office, 
** and the sole appointment and dismission :oF 
*' the Sudder and Mofussal offices; and that 
'* his seal and signature should be authefntick 
** to all papers having relation to the business 
** entrusted to him; I therefore intimate to 
^^ you, that he should appoint and dismiss all 
^* the officers under him, and that your Exeel- 
** lency should not interfere in any one/* 



The Nabob, in a letter to the Governour, re- 
ceived the 3d of September 1778, «ays, " Agrese- 
" ably to your pleasure, 1 have relinquished all 
" concern with the a£&irs of the Fouzdarry and 
** iVudawlet, leaving the entire management jo 
*• Sudder ul Hoe Khan's hands/'— Here you 

see 
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you consider his tacit support of the authors of 
the grievance, and his ostensible application for 
redress to the man, who, he knew, never autho- 
rized and could not redress the grievance; you 
miist conclude that he meant to keep the country 
in the same state for his own corrupt purposes* 
In this state the country iti fact continued; 
Munny Begum and her eunuchs continued to 
administer and squander the Company's money, 
as well as the Nabob's ; robberies and murders 
continued to prevail throughout the country* 
No appearance was l^t of order, law, or juiitice, 
from one end of Bengsd to the other. 

The account of this state of things was Top 
ceived by the Court of Directors, with horroor 
and indignation; on the S7th of May 1779f 
they write, as you will find in page 1063 of your 
printed Minutes, a letter to iJieir government iU 
Calcutta, condemning their proceedings and 
the removal of Mahomed Reza Khan ; and they 
order that Munny Begum shall be displaced, and 
Mahomed Reza Khan restored again to the seat 
of justice. 

' Mr. Francis, upon the arrival of these rei- 
terated orders, moved in Council for an obe- 
dience to them. Mr. Hastings, notwithstanding 
he had before his eyes all the horrible conse- 
quences that attended his new arrangerpent, 
etill resists that proposition. By his casting 

voice 
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toice in the Council he counterorders the orders 
ef the Court of Directors, and sanctions a direct 
disobedience to their aathority, by a rescrfutian 
that Mahomed Reza Khan should not be re* 
stored to his employment, but that this Sadder 
bI Hoe Khan, who still continued in the am* 
dition already describedt should remain in the 
possession of his office. I say nothing of Sadder 
ul Hoe Khan; he seems to be very weQ dis* 
posed to do his duty, if Mr. Hastings's arrange* 
ments had suffered him to do it } and indeed If 
Mahomed Reza Khan had been reinstated and 
no better supported by Mr. Hastings than Sud* 
der ul Hoe Khan, he could, probably, liave kept 
the country in no better order^ though perhaps 
his name and the authority and weight which 
still adhered to him in some degree, might have 
had some influence. 

' My Lords, you have seen his defiance of the 
Gonipany ; you have seen his defiance of all 
decency ; you see his open protection of pros* 
titutes and robbers of every kind ravaging 
Bengal ; you have seen this defiance of the au- 
thority of the Court of Directors, flatly, directly 
mid peremptorily persisted in, to the last. Order 
•after order was reiterated, but his disobedience 
arose with an elastick spring in proportion to the 
pressure that was upon it. 

My Lords, here there was a pause. The 

Directors 
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Directors had been disobeyed ; and you might 
suppose that he would have been satisfied with 
this act of disobedience. My Lords, he wa^ 
resolved to let the Native governments of the 
country know that he despised the orders of the 
Court of Directors, and that, whenever he pre-r 
tended to obey them, in reality he was resolved 
upon the most actual disobedience. An event 
now happened, the particulars pf which we are 
not to ri^peat here : disputes conducted on Mn 
Francis's side, upon no other principle, that we 
jcan discover, but a desire to obey the Com«> 
pany's orders, and to execute his duty with 
fidelity and disinterestedness, had arisen between 
him and Mr. Hastings. Mr. Francis, about the 
time we have been speaking of, finding resistance 
was vain, reconciles himself to him ; but on the 
most houourable terms as a public man, namely^ 
that he should continue to follow and obey the 
laws, and to respect the authority of the Court 
of Directors. Upon this reconciliation it was 
agreed, that Mahomed Reza Khan should be 
restored to his office. For this purpose Mn 
Hastings enters a Minute, and writes to the 
Nabob an ostensible letter. But your Lordships 
will here see' an instance of what I said, respectr 
ing a double current in all Mr. Hastings's 
proceedings. Even when he obeys or pre^ 
tends to obey the Company's orders, there is 

always 
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always a; priA-ate channel through which be 
defeats them all. 

Letter from Mr. Hastings to the Nabob Mo- 
barick ul Dowlah, written the 10th of Februaiy 
1780^-^" The Company, whose orders are pe- 
** ren^ptory, have directed that Mahomed Reza 
*' Khan shall be restored to the offices he held 
/* in January 1778 ; it is my duty to represeat 
this to your Excellency, and to recommend 
your compliance with their request, that Ma- 
V honied Reza Khan may be invested with the 
** offices assigned to hirp under the Nizamut by 
•* the Company.'* 

Your Lordships see here that Mr. Hastings 
informs the Nabob, that having received pe- 
remptory orders from the Company, he restores 
and replaces Mahomed Reza Khan. Mahomed 
Reza Khan then is in possession ; and in pos- 
session by the best of all titles, the orders of the 
Company. But you will also see the manner in 
which he evades his duty, and vilifies in the eyes 
of these miserable country powers, the authority 
of the Directors. He is prepared, as usual, with 
a defeasance of his own act, and the manner in 
which that defeasance came to our knowledge is 
this. We know nothing of this private affair till 
Mr. Hastings, in his answer before the House 
of Commons, finding it necessary to destroy the 
validity of some of his own acts^ brought forward 

Sir 
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Sir John P'Oyley. He was brought forward 
before us, not as a witness in his own person^ for 
the defence of Mr. Hastings, but as a narrator 
who had been employed by Mr. Hastings as a 
member of that Council, which, * as you have 
beard, drew up his defence. My Lords, yoo 
have dready seen the publick agency of this 
business, you have heard read the publick letter 
sent to the Nabob ; there you see the ostensible 
part of the transaction. Now hear the banyan, 
Sir John D'Oyley, give an account of his part in 
it, extracted from Mr. Hastings's defence before 
the House of Commons. 

" I was appointed Resident [at the court of 
** the Nabob,] on the resignation of Mr. Byam 
" Martin, in the month of January I78O, and 
•* took charge about the beginning of February 
** of the same year. The substance of the in- 
•* structions I received, was to endeavour, by 
" every means in my power, to conciliate the 
** good opinion and regard of the Nabob and 
*< his family, that I might be able to persuade 
•* him to adopt effectual measures for the better 
•* regulation of his expenses, which were under-^ 
*' stood to have greatly exceeded his income; 
" that I might prevent his forming improper 
" connections, or taking any steps derogatory to 
" his rank ; and by every means in my power 
" support his credit and dignity in the e3Fe8 of 

" the 
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** the world} arid with respect to the various 
*• branches of his femily, I was instructed to en^f 
^* deavotir to put a stop to. the dissensions whioh 
** had too frequently prevailed amongst them; 
<* the Nabob on his part was recommended t* 
** pay the same attention to my advice, as be 
** would have done to that of the Govemour 
'' General in person. Sometime, I think, in 
" the month of February of the same year, I re*- 
** ceived a letter from Mr. Hastings, purport^ 
** ing that the critical situation of affairs re^ 
** quiring the union and utmost exertioa of every 
*^ member of the government, to give vigour 
to the acts necessary for its relief, he had 
agreed to an accommodation with Mr. Francis; 
but to effect this point he bad been under the 
necessity of making some painful sacrifices, 
and particularly that of the restoration of 
^* Maihomed Keza Khan to the office of Naib 
" Soiibab, a measure which be knew must be 
*' highly disagreeable to the Nabob ; and which 
" nothing but the urgent necessity of the case 
'^ should have led him to acquiesce in ; that he 
** relied on me to state all these circumstances 
" in the most forcible manner to the Nabob, 
^* and to ur^e his compliance j assuring him that 
" it should not continue longer than until the 
*• next advices were received from the Court «f 
«* Directors.*' 

Here 
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■ Here Mr. Hastings himself lets lis into the 
secrets of his government He writes an qstea^ 
sible letter to the Nabob, declaring that wbtt 
he does is in conformity to the orders of the 
Company. He writes a private letter iii which 
he directs his agent to assure the Nabob, that 
what he had done was not in compliance with 
the orders of the Company, but in consequence 
of the arrangement he had made with Mr. Francii, 
which arrangement he thought necessary for the 
support of his own personal power. His design, 
in thiis explaining the transaction to the Nal^ob, 
Was, in order to prevent the Native powers from 
looking to any other authority than his, and from 
having the least hopes of redress of their coo^- 
plaints from the justice of this country orfroQi 
any legal power in it. He therefore tells \avs^ 
that Mahomed Reza Khan was replaced, not in 
obedience to the orders of the Company, bii^tQ. 
gratify Mr. Francis. If he quarrels with- A^f/ 
Francis, he makes that a reason for disobeying 
the orders of his Masters^ If he agrees with hiqi, 
he inlTorms the people concerned in the ,6raQ« 
paction privately, that he acts not in consequence > 
of the orders that he has received, but tcofn 
other motives. But that is not all. He promis^ej^ 
that he will lake the first opportunity to reni^^, 
Mahomed Reza Khan from his office ag^ip«; 
Thus the country is to be re-plunged iataJ^he 

same 
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isame distracted and ruined state in whidi it was 
before. And all this is laid open fully and 
distinctly before you. You have it on the au- 
thority of Sir John D'Oyley. Sir John lyOyley 
is aperson in the secret ; and one man who is in 
the secret, is worth a thousand ostensible persons. 
Mahomed Reza Khan, I must now tell you^ 
was accordingly re-instat«d in all his offices, and 
the Nabob was reduced to the situation, as 
Mr. Hastings, upon another occasion, describes 
it, of a mere cypher. But mark what followed 
— mark what this Sir John D'Oyley is made to 
(ell you, or what Mr. Hastings tells you for 
him } for whether Sir John D'Oyley has written 
this for Mr. Hastings, or Mr. Hastings for Sir 
John D'Oyley, I do not know; because they 
seem, as somebody said of two great friends, 
that they had but one will, one bed, and one hat 
between them. These gentlemen who compose 
Mr. Hastings's council have but one style of 
writing among them ; so that it is impossible 
for you to determine by which of the masters of 
this Roman school, any paper was written, whe 
ther by D'Oytey, by Shore, or by Hastings, or 
any other of them. They have a style in com-* 
mon ; a kind of bank upon which they have a 
general credit ; and you cannot tell to whose 
account any thing is to be placed. 

But to proceed :— Sir John D*Oy ley says there. 
Vol. XVI. R that 
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'* a prey without «i^ gaid^i juitil you hiive ac* 
** quired experience, (i^hich, tp ^e (Strec^f^ 
»^ and goodness of your understandings wiU be 
*** the work but of a short period^) to llie rapa^ 
'* city, frauds and artifices of mankind. Yott 
^* have offered to give up the sum of four lacks 
'* of rupees, to be allowed the free use of the 
^* remainder of your stipend. This we have 
*^ refufiied, because it would be contrary to jus* 
** tice ; you should consider this as a proof of 
^* the sincerity of the above arrangements which 
** have been recommended to you, and of their 
f* expediency to your real interests j and your 
*^ attention to them will be a means of recQO» 
" ciling the Company to the resolution which 
** we have taken, and which will be reported to 
** them» in a light very hurtful both to you znA 
** to us, if an improper effect should attend ft» 
^* These I have ordered Sir John D'Oyley to 
^^ read in your presence, and to explain them to 
** you> that no part of them may escape yt^iii" 
<* notice; and he has my positive orders, to 
** remonstrate to you against every departure 
^* from them. Upon all these occasions, I hopt 
** and expect, that you will give him a particu- 
lar and cordial attention, and regard what h^ 
shall say, as if said by myself; for I know 
f* him to be a person of the strictest bcmotir 
'* and integrity. I have a perfect reliance 06 

" him, 






.—Is Sir John jyOylej fit to .be.4it the hea^ ef 
fifuch a goverpment? Whal; was there, that any 
person could see about him, that entitled. him 
t4^ or made him ^ fit person to be entrusted withv 
this power, in defiance of the Company's orders? 
And yet Mahomed Reza Khan, who.was to have 
the management of: the Nabob'a affairs, was him«- 
self put under the most complete and perfect 
subjection to this Sir John D'Oyley, But, in 
fact, Munny Begum had the real influence in 
every thing. Sir John D'Oyley himself was 
only Mr. Hastings's instrument there to pre- 
serve it, and between them they pillaged the 
J^abob in the^ most shocking manner, and must 
have done so to the knowledge of Mr. Hastings^ 
ff*-A letter written at this time by JVTr* Hastings 
to the Nabob discovers the secret beyond. aH 
power of evasion. 

■■* • . ■ '. . . . • , *■ 

*^ Instructions from the Goveriaour General 

^f. to the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah, respecting 

.f^ his. conduct in the management of his afiairsc 

If -^9th'. These I tpake the conditions of the 

f* compliance which the Govern<?:ur Gener^ 

*•* and Council have yielded to your, late req^^uisi- 

.^'tioD) it; is but just that you should possess 

^/ what is; your ackiiQwledged i:ight, but their 

>' ioteintipn would be defeated, and you would 

".ibe^in a; worse situation, if you were to be left 

. ^ R 2 a prey 



^i4 SPXSCU IK THB IMPBACHMClrT 

^' a prey without a guid^i until you hwe ac^ 
^f quired experience, (which, to the rrtreiigth 
^* and goodness of your understanding, will be 
f^ the work but of a short period,) to the rapa^ 
^* city, frauds and artifices of mankind. You 
^* have offered to give up the sum of four lacks 
*^ of rupees, to be allowed the free use of the 
^* remainder of your stipend* This we have 
^^ refused, because it would be contrary to jus* 
*^ tice i you should consider this as a proof of 
^* the sincerity of the above arrangements which 
" have been recommended to you, and of their 
^* expediency to your real interests; and your 
^* attention to them will be a means of recon* 
** ciling the Company to the resolution which 
^* we have taken, and which will be reported to 
^* them, in a light very hurtful both to you and 
** to us, if an improper effect should attend iU 
*• These I have ordered Sir John D'Oyiey to 
*^ read in your presence, and to explain them to 
•* you,^ that no part of them may escape yoilir 
^* notice; and he has my positive orders, to 
^* remonstrate to you against every departure 
^* from them. Upon all these occasions, I hopi 
*^ and expect, that you will give him a particu- 
*^ lar and cordial attention, and regard what h^ 
^* shall say, as if said by myself; for I know 
f< him to be a person of the strictest honour 
^* and integrity, I have a perfect rdiance oh 

" him. 
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*^ him, and you cannot have a more attached 
<* or more disinterested counsellor. Although 
^* I desire to receive your letters frequently, yet 
*^ as many matters will occur which cannot so 
** easily be explained by letter as by conversa- 
^^ tion, I desire that vou will on such occasions 
«* give your orders 'to him respecting such 
*^ points as you may desire to have imparted to 
" me ; and I, postponing every other concern^: 
^* will give you an immediate, and the most. 
•' satisfactory reply concerning them/* 



My Lords, here is a man who 13 to administer 
his own affairs ; who has arrived at sufficient 
age to supersede the counsel and advice of the 
great Mahometan doctors, and the great nobi- 
lity of the country, and he is put under the 
most absolute guardianship of Sir John D'Oyley, 
But Mr. Hastings has givei) Sir John D*Oyley 
a great character. I cannot confirm it, because 
1 can confirm the character of none of Mr. Has- 
tings's instruments. They must stand forth here» 
and defend their own character before you. 
. Your Lordships will now be pleased to advert 
to another circumstance in this transaction ^ 
you see here 40,000/. a year, offered by this 
man for his redemption. I will give yau, he 
says, 40,000/. a year to have the management 
of my own affairs. Good heavens! Here ia 

R S a maa 
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a man who, according to Mr. Hastings's assef- 
tiopy had an indisputable right to the manage- 
mept .of his own affairs, but at the Same time' 
was notoriously so little fit to have the mafiage- 
ment of them as to be always under some cor- 
rupt tyranny or other, offers 40,000 /. a year out* 
of his own revenues, to be left his own master,' 
and to be permitted to have the disposal of the 
remainder — ^judge you of the bribery, rapine, 
and peculation, which here stare you in the face; 
—judge of the nature and character of that 
government, for the management of which 
40,000/. out of 160,000/. a year of its revenue, 
is offered by a subordinate to the* supreme autho- 
rity of the country. This offer shews, that at 
this time tlie Nabob had it not himself. Who 
had it ? Sir John D'Oyley ; be is brought for- 
ward as the person to whom is given the manage* 
ment of the whole. Munny Begum had the 
management before : but, whether it be an En- 
glishman, a Mussulman, a white man, or a black 
man, a white woman, or a black woman, it is all 
Warren Hastings. 

With respect to the four lacks of nipees, he 
gets Sir John D'Oyley, in the narrative that he 
makes before the House of Commons, positive!/ 
to deny, in the strongest manner, and he ibya^ 
the Nabob would give oath of it, that the'Nabdb 
never gave a commission to- any one to jtiake^ 
* * such 
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such an ofier. That suck an oiler was ntadhe^ 
had been long published and long in prints widi 
the remarks such as I have made upon it, in th% 
Ninth Report of the Select Committee : that tbe 
Committee had so done was well known W 
Mr. Hastings and Sir John D*p}rley; not fVM 
word on tlie part of Mr. Hastings, not one word 
on the part of Sir John D'O^rl^T, was said to 
contradict it, until the appearance of the latter 
before the House of Commons. But, my Lords» 
there is something much nKMre serious in this 
tmnsaction. It is this, that the evidence pro* 
duced by Mr. Hastings, is the evidence of wit* 
nesses who are mere phantoms ; they are persons 
who could not, under Mr. Hastings's govern* 
ment, eat a bit of bread but upon his own termsj 
and they are brought forward to give such evi* 
dence as may answer his purposes. 

You would naturally have imagined, that m 
the House of Commons, where clouds of wit& 
nesses had been before produced by the friends 
and agents of Mr. Hastings, he would then have 
brought forward Sir Jc^n to contradict this re^ 
ported ofier ; but not a word from Sir John 
lyOyley; at last he is examined before the 
Committee of Managers, he refuses to answer: 
Why? Because his answers might criminate 
himself. My Lords, every answer that most of 
them have been required to make, they aie sen* 

R 4 " bible 
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fiMe.:they. cannot inakef without danger of cri- 
mkiating them^lvtes.; being all involved in the 
isrtmes of the Prisoner. He has corrupted and 
ruined the whole slervice ; there is not one of 
them that dares af^ear and give a fair and full 
miswier, in any case, as you have seen in Mr. 
H iddleton and many others, at your bar ;— " I 
f*,wiU not answer this question,'* they say, 
V bm^aMAe it tends to criminate myself/' How 
pomes it that the Company's servants are not 
«d^^ to give evidence in the affairs of Mr. Has- 
tings, without its tending to criminate them- 
selves? 

; Well — Sir Johij D'Oyley is in England, why 
is he not called now.? I have not the honour of 
)>eing intimately acquainted with him, but he is 
j; man of a reputable and honourable family. 
Why is he not called by Mr, Hastings to verify 
the assertion, and why do they suffer this black 
record to stand before your Lordships to be 
urged by us, and to press it »s we do against 
bim ? If he knows that Sir John D'Oyley can 
Acquit him of this part of our accusation, he 
ff^ould certainly bring him as a witness to your 
bar i but he knows he cannot. When therefore 
I see upon your records, that Sir John D'Oyley 
and Mr. Hastings received such an offer for the 
redemption of the Nabob's affairs out of their 
J)ands, I conclude first, that at the time of this 

offer 
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offer the Nabob had not the digpowlof his own 
afiairs} and secondly^ that those who had the 
disposal of them,' disposed of them so corniptlj 
and prodigally, that he thought they could 
hardly be redeemed at too high a price. What 
explanation of this matter has been attempted ? 
There is no explanation given of it at alK It 
stands clear, full bare in all its nakedness before 
you. They have not attempted to produce the 
least evidence against it. Therefore, in that state 
J leave it with you, ' and I shall only add, that 
Mr. Hastings continued to make Munny Begum 
the first object of his attention j and that though 
he could not entirely remove Mahomed Reza 
Khan from the seat of justice, he was made a 
pypher in it. All his other offices were taken 
put of his hands and put into the hands of Sir 
John D'Oyley, directly contrary to the orders 
of the Company, which certainly implied the 
restitution of Mahomed Reza Khan to all the 
•offices which he had before held. He wtts 
stripped of every thing but a feeble administra- 
tion of justice, which, I take for granted,* could 
not, under the circumstances, have been- much 
better in his hands, than it had been in Sudden 
ul Hoe Khan*s. 

Mr. Hastings's protection of this woman coq* 
tinned to the last; and when he was going away, 
on the third of November 17^3,^ he wrote a 

sentimental 
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sentitaental letter to the Court of Directors id 
het praise. This letter was transmitted without 
having been communicated to the Council. You 
have heard of delicate affidavits, here you have 
a sentimental official despatch ; your Lordshijyis 
will find it in page 1092 and 1093 of your printed 
Minutes. He writes in such a delicate sentN 
mental strain of this woman, that I will ventured 
to say you will not find in all the Arcadia, m 
all the Novels and Romances that ever were 
published, ail instance of a greater, a more 
constant and more ardent affection, defying time; 
Ugliness, and old age, did ever exist, than ex^ 
isted in Mr. Hastings towards this old womiain 
iVIunny Begum. As cases of this kind, cases 
at gallantry abounding in sentimental express 
sidns, are rare in the Company's records, I re«* 
commend it as a'^ curiosity to your Lordships 
reading, as wdll as a proof of what is the great 
ispring and movement of all the Prisoner's 
actions. On this occasion he thus speaks of 
Mutiny Begum. 

*^ She too became the victim of your policy, 
*^ and of the resentments which succeeded. 
** Something too she owed of the source of hef 
'• misfortunes, to the belief of the personal 
**- gratitude which she might entertain for the 
*^ publick attention which I had shewn to her ; 

" yet 
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** yet exposed as she was to a treatment j wbicd 

♦* a ruffian would have shuddered* at. committing^ 

** apd which no recollection of past enmities, 

•^ shall compel me to believe, even for a momentt 

** proceeded from any commission of anthority, 

** she still maintained the deeonini of her cha* 

•* racter ; nor even then, nor before^ nor since 

•• that period, has the malice of calumny ever 

" dared to breathe on her reputation/ 



»» 



Delicate ! sentimental !« — *• Pardon, honour- 
•' able Sirs, this freedom of expostulation^ I 
♦« must in honest truth repeat, that your com* 
** thands laid the first foundation of her mis^ 
*' fortunes ; to your equity she has now recourse 
** through me for their alleviation, that she may 
*' pass the remainder of her life in a state whicH 
" may at least efface the remembrance of the 
•* years of her affliction ; and to your humanity 
** she and an unseen multitude of the most help- 
** less of her sex cry for subsistence,'* 

Moving and pathetic !— I wish to recommend 
every word of this letter to your Lordships* con^ 
sideration, as a model and pattern of perfection.* 
Observe his pity for a woman who had suffered 
such treatment from the servants of the Com- 
pany (a parcel of ruffians) — treatment that a 
ruffian would be ashamed of! Your Loi'dships 
have seen, in the evidence, what this ruffianisnf 

was. 
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was; It vwns Neither more nor less than what 
was necessary in order to get at the accounts, 
whidi she concealed, as his own corrupt trans« 
actions. She was told indeed, that she must 
privately remove to another house, whilst her 
papers were examining. Mr, Hastings can never 
forget this. He cannot believe that any body 
dare send such an order, and he calls upon you 
to consider the helplessness of their sex, and the 
affronts offered to women. 
. For heavens sake, my Lords, recollect the 
manner in which Mr. Hastings and bis creatures 
tftBted the Begums of Oude, and consider that 
this womaq was only threatened, (for the threat 
was never attempted to be executed,) that she 
must, if she did not deliver up the accounts, 
probably be removed to another house, and leave 
the tkccount^ behind her. This blot can never 
be effaced j and for this he desires the Court of 
PirectOrs to make her a large allowance to comw 
fort her in her old age* In this situation, Mr. 
fastings leaves her. He leaves in the situation 
J have described the justice of the country* The 
only concern he has at parting is, that this 
woman may have a large allowance. * 

But I have yet to tell your Lordships, and it 
appears upon your printed Minutes, that thinf 
woman had a way of comforting herself: — fl^. 
old ladies of that description who have pasilAl 

their 
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their youth in amusements, in dancings and in 

gallantries, in their old age are apt to take com- 

fort in brandy. This lady was a smuggler, and 

had influence enough to avoid payment of the 

duty on spirits, in which article she is the largest 

dealer in the district ; as indeed she i3 io almost 

every species of trade. Thus your Lordships 

see that this sentimental lady, whom Mn Hastings 

recommends to the Directors, had ways of com** 

forting herself. She carried on, notwithstanding 

her dignity, a trade in spirits. Now a MaJhO' 

medan of distinction never carries on any trade 

at all, it is an unknown thing ; very few Maho* 

tnedans of any rank carry on any trade at all ; 

but that a Mahomedan should carry on a trade 

in spirits is a prodigy, never heard of before ; 

for a woman of quality, for a woman of senti« 

tnent to become a dealer in spirits is, my Lordfi^ 

a thing reserved for the sentimental age of Mr. 

Hastings j and I will venture to say, that no man 

or woman could attempt any siith a trade in 

India, without being dishonoured, ruined in 

character, and disgraced by it. But she appears 

not only to have been a dealer in it, but through 

the influence which Mr. Hastings gave her, to 

have monopolized the trade in brandy and to 

have evaded the duties. This then is the state 

in which we leave the two sentimental lovers, 

the one consoling herself with brandy, the other 

wheedling, 
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wheedling, and whining} and» as Swift describes 
the progress of an intrigue in some respects 
similar^ which he calls the Progre&s qf Ijwe% 
whereas this is the Progress of Sentioienti^ 

^ They keep at Staineg the Old Blue Boar,. 
Are cat and dog, and irogife and whore." 

Here they set up the sign of the OldJBlu^i 
Boai^. . Munny Begum monopoUzes the trad^ iq 
spirits \ and hence she and Mr. Iliastiags com> 
tnenee their sentimental cori'espondence. And 
now having done with this progress of love,.wQ 
return to the progress of justice. 
. We have seen how- Sudder ul Hoe Khan» the 
Chief Justice of Mr. Hastings's own nominationi 
was treated. Now you ^ shall see how j ustioe, waU 
lefl to shift for herself under Mahomed Hez^ 
Khan. In page 1280, of your Lordships* Mi^ 
nutes, you will see the progress of all these 
enormities, of Munny Begum's dealing^ in ^)kit^ 
of her engrossing the trade, of her evadiilg 
duties, and lastly, the extinction of all order ti 
that coimtry amd the funeral of justice it^]£ 
Mr. JShore'^ evidence respecting this state i/of 
the country will admit of no doubt* Mf\ 
Sharers remarks accompanying the Govemgut 
GeneraV^ minutes qfthe 18th May 1785*. *^ ¥q^ 
** darry jurisdiction. — Of the Fouzdarry jieUrisr 
^y diction nothing has yet been said« In tim 

** department 
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department cvimiB^ Justice is^ adaiinistere4f 
'•♦ and it is the only office left to the Nabob*— J 
^* 4o npt see aijy p^r ticqlar reason for changing 
>* the system itself^ and perhapa it would op 
*^ many accoMpts be improper ; but some regain- 
^' tlons are highly necessajry» Mahoiued ]Ele?a is 
*' at the head of this department;, and is thje only 
/^ person I know in the country qualified for it. 
f* If he were left tp himself I hav^.not a doub^ 
^* but he would conduct it well; but he is .j»o 
'** circumscribed by recommendations of parti- 
^\ cular persons, and by the protection held oojt 
** to his officers by Europeans, ths^t to my know*- 
>^ ledge he has not bf^n able to punish them 
"even when they bavel>een convict^ of thp 
r" greatest enormities,; apd he has often on this 
rf^ account been blamed, wh^e bis )ianda were 
"tied up/* 



) 



Hy Lords, you now s^ in this Minute of Sir 

John Shore, now Governour General of Bengal^ 

one of Mr. Hastings's own committee for draw^ 

ing up his^ defence, the review which he had just 

then taken of the ruins of the government, which 

^ad been left to him by Mr* Hastings*^ . You sei^ 

hexe not the little paltry things, which migh| 

deserve in their cai^se^ tl^e animadversion of ; ^ 

rough satirist like Dpptor Swifts whom I have 

just quoted; but you se§ thio^^ jteo Jthousan4 

times 
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times more serious; things that deserve thie 
thunderbolt of vindictive justice upon the head 
of the Prisoner at your bar. For you see thit 
aflter he had ostensibly restored Mahomed Rezjst 
Khan, the man who could and would have ex- 
ecuted his of&ce with fidelity and effect, the man 
who was fit for and disposed to do his duty, there 
was still neither law, order, nor justice, in the 
country. Why? Because of the interposition 
of Europeans, and men who must have been 
patronized and supported by Europeans. Afl 
this happened before Mr. Hastings's departure ; 
so that the whole effect of the new arrangement 
of government was known to him before he left 
Calcutta. The same pretended remedy was 
applied. But in fact he lefl this woman in the 
full possession of her power. His last thoughts 
were for her ; for the justice of the country, for 
the peace and security of the people of Bengal, 
betook no kind of care; these great interests 
were left to the mercy of the woman and her 
European associates. 

My Lords, I have taken some pains in ^viiig 
you this history. I have shewn you his optfi 
acts and secret stratagems, in direct rebellion to 
the Court of Directors; his double government^ 
his false pretences of restoring the Nabob^s In- 
dependence, leading in effect to a most servile 
dependence, even to the prohibition of the ap<i 

proach 
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pfoach of any one, native or European, hear 
him, but through the intervention of Sir John 
lyOyley; — I thereforie again repeat it, that Sir 
D'Qyley, and the English gentlemen who Were 
patronized and countenanced by Mr. Hastings, 
had wrought all that havbck in the country be- 
fore Mr. Hastings left it. 

I have particularly dwelt upon the adminis- 
tration of justice, because I consider it as the 
source of all good; and the mal-administratioh 
of it, as the source of all evil in the country. 
Your Lordships have heard how it was totally 
destroyed by Mr. Hastings through Sir John 
D'Oyley, ^ho was sent there by him for the 
purpose of forming a clandestine government of 
corruption and peculation. This part of our 
charge speaks for itself, and I shall dismiss it 
with- a single observation; that not the least 
trace of an account of all these vast sums of 
mom^y delivered into the hands of John D'Oyley 
foP ' the use of the Nabob, appears in any part 
of the Company's records. The undeniable in- 
ferences; to be- drawn from this fact, are first^ 
thttt^ wherever, we find concealment of money 
and the ceasing of an accotmt, there has been 
fraud : — and secondly, that if we find this cdn^ 
cealment accompanied with the devastation of a 
country, and the extinction of justice in it, that 
devastation of the country and that extinction 

Vol. XVI. S of 
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of justice, have been the result of that fraudu- 
lent peculation. , . . 

I am sure your Lordships will not think that 
a chaise of the annihilation of administrative 
justice, in which the happiness and. prosperity 
of a great body of nobility, of numeroij^,, ancient, 
and respectable families, and of the inhabitants 
in general of extensive and populous provinces 
are concerned^ can, if it stood single and. alone, 
be a matter of trifling moment. And in favour 
xyf whom do all these sacrifices appear ta have 
been made ? In favour of an old prostitute ; 
who, if shewn to your Lordships here,, like 
'Helen to tfie counsellors of Trov, would not, 
I think be admitted to have charms that could 
palliate this man's ^ abominable conduct;- you 
would not cry oiit with them— 

Ov vipttffif y *•-..■ 

Toi^ ^ ot^) yvvetiM ro^vy X/^'^^ i>^yt» «'«^;^ir. . 

For I will fairly say, that there are some passions 
that have their excuses ; but the passian towards 
this woman was the passion of avarice and ra- 
pacity only-^a passion indeed which lasted to 
the end of his government, and for which he 
defied the orders of the Court of Directors,- re- 
belled against his masters, and finally^ subverted 
the justice of a great country. 

My Lords, I have done with this business. I 

' come 
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come next to the third division of the natives, 
those >vho form the landed interest of the coun«> 
try:. A few words only will be necessary upon tliit 
part of the subject. The fact is, that Mr. Has- 
tings; at one stroke, put up the property of all 
the nobility and gentry, and of all the free- 
holders — in short, the whole landed interests of 
Bengal, to a public auction, and let it to the 
highest bidder. T will make no observations 
upon the nature of this measure to your Lord- 
ships, who represent so large a part of the dig- 
nity, together with so large a part of the landed 
interest of this kingdom ; though, I think, that 
even under your Lordships restrictive order, 
I am entitled so to do ; because we have ex- 
amined some witnesses upon this point, in the 
revenue charge. Suffice it to say that it is in 
evidence before your Lordships, that this sale 
was ordered. Mr. Hastings does not deny it. 
He says, indeed, he did it, not with an ill inten- 
tion; My answer is, that it could have been 
done with no other than a bad intention. The 
O'vhier^ of the land had no way left to save them- 
selves but to become farmers of their own 
estates, and from the competition which natu- 
raUy took place, and he himself declared, that 
the persons, whether owners or strangers, to 
whom he let the lands, had agreed to rents 
which surpassed their abilities to pay ; I need 

s 2 not 
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not tell you, what must have been the consc^ 
queoce whea it got into such rapacious hands,; 
and was taken out of the hands of its natur^ 
proprietors. That the puhlick revenue had sunk 
and lost by it ; and that the counti-y was wasted 
and destroyed. I leave it to your Lordships* 
own meditation and reflection ; and I shall not 
press it on€i step further, than just to remind, 
you.of what has. been so well opened and pressed 
by my fellow Managers. He, Mr. Hastings, : 
confesses, that he let the lands to his own bah-: 
yans ; he took his own domestick servants and.% 
put them in the houses of the nobility of the. 
country, and this he did in direct violation of 
an express order made by himself, that no ban- 
yan of a collector (the spirit of which order, 
implied ten thousand timies more strongly the 
exclusion of any banyans of a Governour Gene-^ 
ral) should have any one of those farms. We 
also find, that he made a regulation that no 
farmers should rent more than a lack of rupees; 
but at the same time we find his banyans hold- 
ing several farms. to more than that amount. In* 
short, we . find, that in every instance, where,^ 
under some plausible pretence or other, the fixed 
regulations are violated, it. touches him so closely, 
as to make it absolutely impossible not to sup- 
pose that he himself had the advantage of it. 
Eor, in the- first place, you have proof that, he 

does 
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;does take bribes, and that he has coirupt deal- 
ings. This is what he admits; but he say^ 
that he has done it from publick spirited mo- 
'tives. Now there is a rule formed upon a just, 
solid presumption of law ; that if you find a man 
-guilty of one ofience contrary to known law, 
^whenever there is a suspicious case against him 
of the same nature, the onUs probandi that he is 
not guilty, is turned upon him. Therefore when 
I find the regulations broken, when I find farms 
given of more than a lack of rupees, when I 
find them given to the Governour General's 
own banyan, contrary to the principle of thcTe- 
•gulation — contrary I say in the strongest way 
rto it, whed I find that he accumulates- farms 
beyond the regulated number ; when I find aH 
these things done, and besides that the banyan 
has great balances of account against him, then, 
by the presumption of law, I am bound to be^ 
lieve.that all this was done, not for the servants^ 
but for the master. 

It is possible Mr. Hastings might really be in 
'love with Munny Begum ; be it so-— many great 
men have played the fool for prostitutes, from 
Mark Antony's days downwards; but no man 
ever fell in love with his own banyan ; the per- 
sons for whom Mr. Hastings was guilty of all 
this rapine and oppression have neither relations 
noi* kindred whom they own ; nor does any trace 

sS of 
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of friefndship exist kmong them, thi^ do not live 
in habits of intimacy with any onei they aiie 
good fellows and bottle companions. 

I must now proteed to observe npon another 
matter, whidi has been stated to your Lordships 
- — ^namely, that as soon as he obtained the majo* 
rity in the Council, (that beginning of all evils, 
that opening of Pandora's box) by the death of 
General davering and Colonel Monson, the first 
thing he did was to appoint a CommissioDi 
called an Aumeeny^ to go through the wholf 
country, to enter every man's house, to examine 
his title ^deeds, and to demand bis papers of 
accotmts of every kind, for the purpose of en- 
abling himself to take advantage of the hopes 
and fears of all the parties concerned, and thus 
to ravage and destroy all their property. 

And whom does he place at the head of this 
commission to be the manager of the whole 
affair ? Gunga Govin Sing, another banyan of 
his, and one of his own domestick servants. This 
we have discovered lately, and not without Some 
surprise; for though I knew he kept a rogue 
in his house, yet I did not think that it was a 
common receptacle of thieves and robbers.— 
I did not know till lately, that this Gunga Govin 
Sing was his domestick servant j but Mr. Has- 
tings, in a Letter to the Court of Directors, 
calls him his faithful domestick servant, and as 

such 
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such calls upon the Compuij to. rei«ard him* 
To this banyan all the Company's senraots are 
made subject, they are bound to obey all lu» 
orders, and those of his committee. I hope I 
need not tell your Lordships, what sort of stuff 
this committee was made of, by which Gunga 
Govin Sing was enabled to ravage the whole 
country. But, say his counsel, Mr. Hastings 
thought that the value of the lands was thoroughly 
known ; they had been investigated three times 
over, and they were all let by publick auction 
to the highest bidder. This may or may not be 
a true test of their value : but it is a test which^ 
as it led to the almost entire confiscation of the 
landed interest of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, 
three great kingdoms, by a [dash of that man's 
peii, into the hands of his banyans and creatures, 
I can never think of it, or of its author, without 
horrour. 

. Some people say you ought to hate the crime 
and love the criminal. No, that is the language 
of false morality, you ought to hate the crime 
and the criminal, if the crime is of magnitude. 
If the crime is a small one, then you ought to 
be angry with the crime and reluctant to punish 
the criminal ; but when there are great crimes^ 
then you may hate them together. What 1 Am 
I to love Nel'o? To fall in love with Helio- 
gabalus? ; Is Domitian to be the subject of my 
. ! s 4* affection ? 
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affection? No, we hate the. crime smd we hate 
the icriminal ten times more ;. and if I use indig- 
nant language, if I use the language of scorn 
and horrour. with respect to the criminal, I uso 
the language that becomes me, i 

But,' says one of the counsel, the Company 
might possess a knowledge of the , country in 
general, but they could liot know every, beegah 
of it, (about the third part of an acre of land) 
without siich a commission. That is to say you 
could not squeeze every thing out of the people, 
without ordering such a villain as Gunga Govin 
Sing (I call things by their names) that most 
atrocious and wicked instrument of the most 
atrocious and wicked tyranny, to examine every 
man's papers — to oblige every man to produce 
his titles and accounts upon pain of criminal 
punishment, to be inflicted at the discretion of 
this commissioner, this Gunga Govin Sing. i<of 
an account of these acts, and for a description 
of an Aumeeny, I refer your Lordships to the 
evidence in your Minutes, frpm page 1287 to 
1301, and I pass on, expressing only my horrour 
and detestation at it, and wishing to kindle in 
your Lordships' minds the same horrour and 
detestation of it. . 

Thus you see, that Mr. Hastings was not 
satisfied with confiscation only. He comes just 
afterwards with a . blister upon the sore. He 

lets 
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lets loose another set of ravagers and Ipqui^itQr^ 
upon them, under, Gunga Govin Sing„ and thes^ 
poor people are ravaged by the. whole tribe pF 
Calcutta banyans. , . 

Mr. Hastings has himself defined an Aumeen 
in page 1022, where he states that Nundcomar 
desired him to make his son an Aumeen. ".The 
*• promise which he (Nundcomar) says I .made 
" him, that he should be constituted Aumeeq, 
" that is, Inquisitor General oyer the whole 

country, and that I would delegate to hiin my 

whole power and influence, is something more 
" than a negative /alsehood/' , He justly .and 
naturally reprobates the proposition of appoint- 
ing an inquisitor general over the whole country^ 
and yet we see him afterwardsappdinting Gunga 
Govin Sing such an inquisitor general over tbe 
whole country, in order that a.beegah of land 
should not escape him» 

Let us see how all this ended, and what it i^ 
that leads me directly to the presuinption of 
corruption against him in this wicked ilu;?}^^^^ 
scheme. Now I will admit the whole scheme 
to have been well intended; I will forgiye the 
letting all the lands of Bengal by publick auction} 
I will forgive all he has done with regard to 
his banyans j I shall forgive him ,even this . com- 
mission itself, if he will shew your . Lordships^ 
that there was the smallest use made of it, with 

regard 
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regard to the settlement of the revenues of th^ 
Company^ If there was not, then there is ob* 
viously one u^e only that coald be made of it^ 
namely, to put all the people of the whol^ 
country under obedience to Gunga GoVin Sing. 
What then was done ? Titles and accounts were 
exacted; the estimate was made, acre by acre; 
but we have not been able to find one word on 
tiieir records, of any return that was made to 
the Company of this investigation, or of any se£^ 
tlement ot ^sessment of the country founded 
upon it, or of any regulation that was est^^ 
blished upon it. Therefore, as an honest mafr, 
^nd as a man who is standing here for the Com* 
motis of Great Britain, I must not give way to 
aqy idle doubts and ridiculous suppositions* I 
cannot, I say, entertain any doubts that the 
only puipose it was designed to answer, was, 
to subject the whole landed interest of the 
country, to the cruel inquisition of Gunga Go- 
vin Sing, and to the cruel purposes of Mr. 
Hastings^ Shew me another purpose and I will 
give up the argument :; for if there are two ways 
of accounting for the same act, it is possible 
it may be attributed to the better motive ; 
but when we see that a bad thing was done 
under pretence of some good, we must attach a 
bad motive to it if the pretence be never ful- 
filled. 

* I have 



OF WAKKEK HASTINGS, ESQ. 207 

I have now done with the lianded interest of 
Bengal. I have omitted much, which might 
have been pressed upon your Lordships, not froni 
any indisposition to remark upon the matter 
more fully, but because it has been done already 
by abler persons } I only wished to make some 
practical inferences, which, perhaps, in the hurry 
of my brother Managers might possibly have 
escaped them ; I wished to shew you that one 
system of known or justly presumed corruption 
pervades the whole of. this business, from one 
end to the other. Having thus disposed of the 
native landed interest, and the native Zemindars 
or land-holders of the country, I pass to the 
English government. . 

My Lords, when we have shewn plainly the 
utter extinction of the native Mahomedan go- 
vernment ; when we have shewn the extinction 
of the native landed interest, what hope caA 
there be for that afflicted country, but in the 
servants of the Company ? , When we have 
shewn the corrupt state of that service, what 
hope but from the Court of Directors ? What 
hope but in the superintending controul of 
British tribunals ? I think as well of the body 
of my copntrymeti as any man can do. I do 
not think that any man sent out to India, i^ 
sent with an ill purpose, or goes out with bad 
dispositions^ No. I think the young men who 

SO 
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^go there are fair and faithful representative^ of 
the peQple of the sanae age ; uncormpted, but 
corruptible from their age, as. we all are. They 
are sent there young, .There is but one thing 
held out to them— You are going to make your 
fortune. The Company's service is to be the 
restoration of decayed noble families ; it is to 
be the' renovation of old and the making of new 
ones. Now when such a set of young men are 
sent out with these hopes and views, . and with 
little education or a very imperfect one ; whei^ 
these people, from whatever .rank of life se?* 
Jected ; many from the best; most from the 
middling; vejy , few from the lowest ; but high, 
middh'ng, or low, they are sent out to make.t^o 
things coincide, which the wit of man was never 
able to unite— -to make their, fortune and form 
their education, at once. What is the education 
of the geperality pf the world ? Reading' a par-* 
ce} of book?? No. lles;traint of discipline, 
eniulation,^ examples of virtues.and of justicej 
forms the education of the world. If the Com- 
pany's spryants.have not that education, and are 
left, to giv^ loose t;o their natural passions, some 
woujd be corrupt of course, and some would he 
uncorrupti but probably the majority of them 
would be inclined to pursue moderate courses 
between these two. Now I am to. shew you that 
Mr. Hastings left the^e servants but tbi3 alt^rnai 

tive 
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appoint the hopes of tout fiaMB»: «r lir mrr 
slaves : be readT to be sohserrieM tsf^wnt n e%«rr 
iniquity I shall order toq to cowiil^ anJ to coik 
ceal every thing I shall misli toq ts^ csm/ctaL 
This was the state d tbe serrioe; tberefeve tlbe 
Commons did well and wtsehnrhen their sesat 
us here not to attack this or that serrant who 
may have peculated ; but to punt^ the Hian 
who was sent to reform abuses* and to make 
Bengal furnish to the world a brilliant example 
of British justice. I shall now proceed to state 
briefly the abuses of the Company's govern* 
ment ; to shew you what Mr. Hastings was ex- 
pected to do for their reformation ; and what he 
actually did do ; I shall then shew your Lord- 
ships the effects of the whole. 

I shall begin by reading to your Lordships an 
extract from the Directors' letter to Bengal, of 
the 7th April 1773 : — " We wish we could rc- 
*^ fute the observation, that almost every at- 
tempt made by us and bur administrations at 
your presidency for the reforming of abuses, 
*^ has rather increased themi and added to tho 
** miseries of the country we arc anxiouH to 
•* protect and cherish. The truth of this ob- 
** servation appears fully in the late appointment 
<< of supervisors and chiefs — instituted as they 
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*• were, to give relief to the industrious tenants, 
" to improve and enlarge our investments, ta 
** destroy monopolies, and retrench expences, 
*^ the end has by no means been. answerable to 
'' the institution. Are not the tenants more 
" than ever oppressed and wretched ? Are our 
** investments improved ? Have not the raw silb 
** and cocoons been raised upon us 50 per cent 
•* in price ? We can hardly say what has not 
*' been made a monopoly ; and as to the ex^^ 
•* pences of your Presidency, they are at length 
" settled to a degree we are no longer able to 
" support. These facts (for such they are) 
V should have been stated to us as capital rea- 
" sons why neither our orders of 1771, nor 
** indeed any regulations whatever, could be 
** carried into execution. But, perhaps, as this 
** would have proved too much, it was not sug- 
** gested to us, for nothing could more plainly 
indicate a state of anarchy, and that there was 
no government existing in our servants at 
Bengal. 

" And therefore, when oppi'ession pervades 
** the whole country, when youths have been 
** suffered with impunity to exercise sovereign 
*• jurisdiction over the natives, and to acquire 
** rapid fortunes by monopolizing of commerce, 
^* it cannot be a wonder to us or yourselves^ 
♦* that dadney ijierchants do not come forward 

"to 
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^^ to contract with the Company, that Ifhe immu- 
^^ factures find their ^ay through foreign chan- 
** nels, or that our investtnepts are at oncie 
** enormously dear, and of a debased quality. 

*^ It is evident then that the evils whieh 
'* have been so destructive to us, lie too deep 
^* for any partial plans to reach or correct j it 
** is therefore our resolution to aim at the root 
of those evils, and we are happy in having 
reason to believe that in every just and ne- 
♦f cessary regulation, we shall meet with the 
^* approbation and support of the legislature, 
*^ who consider the publick as materially in- 
terested in the Company's prosperity. 

In order to effectuate this great end, the 
*• first step must be to restore perfect obedience 
'* and due subordination to your administration. 
*• Our Governour and Council must re-assume 
** and exercise their delegated powers upon 
^* every just occasion; punish delinquents, 
^* cherish the meritorious, discountenance that 
^* luxury and dissipation which, to the reproach 
^* of government, prevailed in Bengal. Our 
" President, Mr. Hastings^ we trust> will set the 
^* example of temperance, economy, and ap- 
** plication ; and upon this> we are sensible, 
«* much will depend. And here we take occa- 
f« sion to indulge the pleasure we have in ac- 
^« knowledging Mr. Hastings's services upon the 

*' coast 
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'' coast of Chororoandelf in constructiog^ with 
*' equal labour and abilityf the plan which has 
<* so mucht improyed our investments there; 
and as we are persuaded he will persevere in 
the aame laudable pursuit through every 
branch of our affairs in Bengal, he, in return, 
may depend on the steady support and favour 
of his employers. 

Your settlement being thus put into a 
** train of reform (without which indeed all re- 
** gulations will prove ineffectual,) you are next 
** to revert to the old system, when the business 
of your Presidency was principally performed 
by our own servants, who then had knowledge 
of our investments, and every other depart' 
ment of our concerns ; you will therefore fill 
** the several offices with the factors and writers 
** upon your establishment ; for with our present 
*^ appointments, we are assured there will be 
sufficient for this purpose; and thus you will 
banish idleness, and its attendants, ejctrava- 
gance and dissipation. And here we enjoin 
you to transmit to us a faithful and minute 
** /state of the pay, and every known emolument 
*^ pf all below Council; for as it in notorious 
that even yoMths in our service expend- in 
equipage, servants, dresqiand living,/infinitely 
'^ more than our stated allowances can affordi 
'Vwe cannot but be anxious to discover the' 
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f . . . 

« means by which they are enabled to proceed 
1^ in this manner ; and indeed so obnoxious is 
** this conduct to us, and so injurious in its coh- 
" sequences^ that we expect and require you to 
*^ shew your displeasure to all such as shall 
** transgress in this respect, contrasting it at 
^' the same time with instances of kindness to* 
** wards the sober, frugal, and industrious/' 

My Lords, you see the state in which the 
Directors conceived the country to be — that it 
was in this state is not denied by Mr, Hastings^ 
who was sent out for the purpose of reforming it. 
The Directors had swept away almost the whole 
body of their Bengal servants for supposed cor- 
ruption } and they appointed a set of new ones, 
to regenerate as it were the government of that 
country : Mr. Hastings says, — I was brought to 
India like other people. This indeed, is true j 
and I hope it will prove an example and in- 
struction to all mankind, never to employ a man 
who has been bred in base and corrupt prac- 
tices, from any hope that his local knowledge 
may make him the fittest person to correct such 
practices. Mr. Hastings goes on to say, that 
you could not expect more from him than could 
be done by a man bred up as he was, in the 
i^pmmon habits of the country- This is also 
true. My Lords, you might as well expect a 

Vol. XVI. T man 
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dnan to be fit for a perfumer^s sbop^ w)io.h^J(^n 
a month in a pig^s stye^ as to expect that a man 
who has been a contractor with the Compifl^y 
for a length of time, is a fit person for, reforming 
abuses. Mr. Hastings has stated in general his 
history, his merits, and his services; we have 
looked over with care the records relative to his 
proceedings, and we find that in I76O and I76I, 
he was in possession of a contract for bullocks, 
and a contract for provisions. It is no way 
wrong for any man to take a contract, provided 
he does not do what Mr. Hastings has condemned 
in his regulations ; become a contractor with his 
masters. 

. But though I do not bear- upon Mr« Hastings 
for having spent his time in being a bullock con- 
tractor, yet I say, that he ought to have laid 
aside all the habits of a bullock contraqtor, 
when he was made a great minister for the, re- 
formation of a great service full of abuses. _ I 
will shew your Lordships that he never did soj 
that on the contrary, being bred in those ,bfid 
habits, and having had the education that! 
ppeak of, he persevered in the habits which had 
been formed in him, to the very last. I under- 
stand it has been imputed as a sort of a crime 
in me, that I stated something of the obsci^*ity 
of Mr. Hastings's birth. The imputation has 
;qo foundation. Can it be believed that SLuyp^n 

could 
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could be SO absurd as to attack a man's birth, 
when he is accusing his actions. No, I have 
always spoken pf the low, sordid, and mercenary- 
habits in which he was bred ; I said nothing of 
his birth. 

But, my Lords, I was a good deal surprised 
when a friend of his and mine, yesterday morn<* 
ing, put into my hands, who had been attacking 
Mr. Hastings's life and conduct, a pedigree. I 
was appealing to the records of the Company ; 
they answer, by sending me to the Herald's 
Office. Many of your Lordships' pedigrees are 
dbscure, in comparison with that of Mr. Hastings, 
and I only wonder how he came to derogate 
from such a line of nobles, by becoming a con* 
tractor for bullocks. 

A man may be an honest bullock contractor, 
God forbid that many of them in this country 
should not be very honest; but I find his terms 
were nearly four times as high as those whidi 
the House of Commons had condemned as ex- 
orbitant ; they were not only unusually high^ 
but the bullocks were badly supplied, and the 
contract had not been fairly advertised. It was 
therefore agreed to declare the same void at the 
expiration of twelve months, on the 1st Decem- 
ber I76S. 

I say again, thait I do not condemn him for 
bdbg a buUodc contractor, but I am suspicious 

T 2 of 
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pf his honesty; because he has been nur&ed in 
bad and vicious habits. That of contracting 
with his masters is a bad habit, as hq himselj^ 
has stated in a record which is printed by the 
House of Commons ; I condemn him for being 
a fraudulent bullock contractor j for he was 
turned out of that contract for fraudulent prac* 
tices ; it was declared void, and given to anothec 
at a lower price. After it was so disposed of, 
^r. Hastings himself, condemning his own origi* 
nal contract, which was at twelve ^pee^ for a 
certain species of bullocks, took the. contract 
^ain at seven ; and on these terms it coptinued^ 
What I therefore contend for is this, that he 
carried with him the spirit of a fraudulent bul4 
lock contractor, through the whole of the Com^. 
pany's service in it's greatest and most important 
parts. 

My Lords, the wading through all these cor-, 
ruptions is an unpleasant employment for mej 
but \vhat am I to think of a man who holds up 
his head so high, that when a matter of account 
is in discussion, such as appears in, this." very, 
defence that I have in my hand, he declares be^ 
does not know any thing about it? He cannot 
keep accounts— that is beneath him. We trace^ 
him throughout the whole of his career, engaged^ 
in a great variety af. mercantile employments; 
and yet when: he comes before you, you. vipidd 

imagine 
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imagine that he had been bred in the study oF 
the sablimest sciences, and had no concern ifi 
any thing else; that he had been engaged in 
writing a poem, an Iliad, or some work that 
Wght revive fallen literature. There is but one 
exception to his abhorrence of accounts. He 
always contrives to make up a good account for 
himself 

My Lords, we have read to you a letter iti 
which the Court of Directors have described the 
disorders of their service-^the utter ruinof it— ^ 
the corruption that prevailed in it — and the 
destruction of the country by it. — When we are 
said to exaggerate, we use no stronger words 
than they do. We cannot mince the matter; 
your Lordships should not mince it; no little 
paltry delicacies should hinder you; when there 
is a country expiring under all these things, from 
calling the authors to a strict account. The 
Court of Directors sent him that statement; 
they recommended to him a radical reformation. 
What does he do? We will read his letter of 
1773i in which you will find seeds sown for the 
propagation of all those future abuses which 

termiriated in the utter and irremediable destruc- 

> 

tidh of the whole service. After he has praised 
the Directors for the triist that they had placed 
in shim, after expressing his highest gratitude, 
^dsoon; be^says/ "While I indulge the plea- 

T 3 ** sure 
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*< sure which I receive from the past successes 
of* my endeavours^ I own I cannot refrain 
from looking back with a mixture of anxiety 
^* on the omissions by which I am sensible I may 
^* since have hazarded the diminution of your 
** esteem; all my letters addressed to your 
^* honourable Court, and to the Secret Com- 
•* mitteci repeat the strongest promises of pro- 
•• secutiug the inquiries into the conduct of your 
^^ servants, which you have been pleased to com- 
•• mit particularly to my charge. You will readily 
" perceive that I must have been sincere in 
^* those declarations, since it would have argued 
** great indiscretion to have made them, had J 
*^ foreseen my inability to perform them. I find 
" myself now under the disagreeable necessity 
" of 'avowing that inability; at the same time 
** I will boldly take upon me to affirmt that on 
'* whomsoever you might have delegated that 
*' charge, and by whatever powers it might have 
*^ been accompanied, it would have been suffi- 
•* cient to occupy the entire attention of those 
** who were entrusted with it; and even with all 
^ the aids of leisure and authority, would have 
** proved ineffectual. I dare appeal to the 
" publick records, to the testimony of those 
•* who have opportunities of knowing met «nd 
•* even to the detail which the publick voice can 
'< report of the past acts of this governoieot, 

•• that 
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f^ that my time has been neither idly nor use- 
lessly employed ; yet such are the cares and 
embarrassments of this various state, that 
^^ although much may be done, much more even 
** in matters of moment must necessarily remaiti 
neglected. To select from the miscellaneous 
heap, which each day's exigencies present to 
our choice, those points on which the general 
welfare of your a^airs most essentially de- 
pends, to provide expedients for future advan- 
tages, and guard against probable evils, are 
all that your ada)inistration can faithfully 
** promise to perform for yoiir service, with their 
*< united labours most diligently e;xerted. They 
^^ cannot look back without sacrificing the pb- 
^^ jects of their immediate duty, which are those 
*!* of your interest, to endless researches, which 
^' can produce no real good^ and may expose 
ff-yoar affairs to all the ruinous consequences 
5^ of personal malevolence, both here and at 
1^^-home,'' 

My Ix)rds, you see here that after admitting 
that he has promised to the Court of Directors 
•to do what they ordered him to do (and he had 
{promised to make a radical reform in their whole 
aervice, and to cure those abuses which they 
liave stated,) he declares, that he will not exe^ 
«ute them-, he pleads. a variety of other occu- 

> ^ if pations } 
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ptiUons} but as to- tb^ .^roa^/jlUn^avaental 
gpevance be .w*s i^ppoiflted to eradioakt^K)^ 
^d^qlar^ b^ will not. ev:enatteaqp[tit*v; Wibyidid 
you prpipise ? it naturally . occurs Jto ask bim 
that question. Wby, says be, " you will readily 
.**'perQeive tbat I must bave been sincere in 
'^ those, declarations, since it would have £u*gued 
« great indiscretion to bave made them, had 
•* I known my inability to perform them." 
This is a kind of argument that belongs to 
Mr. Hastings exclusively. Most other people 
would say, You may judge of the sincerity of 
my promises by my zeal in the performance; 
but he says, you may judge of the sincerity cf 
my promises, because I would not promise if J 
had not thought I should be able to p^rffms. 
It runs in this ridiculous circle. I promised to 
obey the Court of Directors j therefore I kneitr 
that I could obey them; but J could. not fohey 
them, therefore I was absolved from, my proimscb 
and did not attempt to obey them. . In. fact 
there is not so much as one grievance or abuse 
in. the country', that he reformed-^-and this wms 
systematical in Mr. Hastings's conduct j that} W 
was resolved to connive at the whole of the ini- 
quities of the service, because he was resolved 
t^t every one of those existing iniquities should, 
be practised by himself. But, says he, the ,t^ 
formation required can produce no real good, 
. ' ' - and 
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and? msty expose your sSam to all the rainous 
^nBe<|uei}ces of personal malevolence^ bodi 
here and at home. This he gives you as a rea* 
doH ^y he will not prosecute the inquiry inta 
abuses abroad— because he is afraid that you 
should punish him at home for doing his duty 
abroad — that it will expose him to malevolence 
at home ; and therefore to avoid being subject 
to malevolence at home, he would not do his 
duty abroad. 

He follows this with something, that is per*, 
iectly extraordinary ; he desires, instead of doing 
his duty, (which he declares it is impossible to, 
do,) that he may be invested with an arbitrary 
power. I refer your Lordships to pages 2827f 
S8S8 and 28^9 of the printed Minutes, where 
y?ou will find the system of his government to 
be formed' upon a resolution QOt to use any one 
lagal means of punishing corruption, or for the 
prcventiow of corruption ; all that he desires, 
nito have an absolute arbitrary power over 
the servants of the Company. There you will 
see, ' that arbitrary power for corrupt purposes 
over ihe servants of the Company, is the foun-, 
dation of every part of his whole conduct. 
IRemark what he says here; and then judge 
whether, these inferences are to be eluded by 
any chicane. 
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^< In the charge of oppression, although sup^ 
*' ported by the cries of the people and the 
** most authentick representations, it is yet im« 
*^ possible, in most cases, to obtain legal proofs 
^^ of it; and unless the discretionary power 
*' which I have recommended, be somewhere 
^* lodged, the assurance of impunity from any 
^* formal inquiry will baffle every order of the 
*• Board ; as, on the other hand, the fear of the 
•* consequences will restrain every man within 
^* the bounds of his duty, if he knows himself 
V liable to suffer by the effects of a single 
** controuL*' 

My Lords, you see two things most material 
for you to consider in the judgment of this great 
cause, which is the cause of nations* The first 
thing for you to consider^ is the declaration of 
the culprit at your Bar, that a person may be 
pursued by the cries of a whole people; that 
documents, the most authentick and sadsfhetory, 
but deficient in technical form, may be produeed 
against him; in short, that be. may be guilty of 
the most enormous crimes, and yet that 1^^ 
proofs may be wanting. This shews yoa how 
seriously you ought to consider, before you 
jreject any proof upon the idea that it is not 
technical legal proof. To this assertion* of Mr, 
Hastings I oppose, however, the opinion of a 

gentleman 
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gentleman \irho sits near his side, Mr. Sumner, 
which is much more probable* 

Mr* Hastings says, that the power of the 
Council is not effectual against the inferior ser- 
vants, that is too weak to coerce them. With 
much more truth Mr* Sumner has said in his 
Minute, you might easily coerce the inferior 
servants; but that the dread of falling upon 
persons in high stations discourages and puts an 
end to complaint — I quote the recorded autho- 
rity of the gentleman near him, as being of great 
weight, in the aflEiirs of the Company^ to prove, 
what is infinitely more probable, the falsehood 
of Mr. Hastings's assertion, that an inferior ser- 
vant cannot be coerced; and that they must 
riot, with impunity, in the spoils of the people. 

But we Will go to a much more serious part 
of the business ; after desiring arbitruy power 
in this letter, he desires a perpetuation of it. 
And here he has given you a description of a 
bad governour, to which I must call your atten- 
tion, a$ your Lordships will find it, in every part 
of his proceeding, to be exactly applicable to 
himself and to his own government. 

<^ The first command of a state so extensive 
** as that of Bengal, is not without opportunities 
** of private . emoluments ^ and although the 

** allowance 
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allowance which your bounty ha« liberally 
provided for your servants may be reasotiably 
expected to fix the bounds of their desires, 
yet yoU; will find it extremely difficttlt to 
restrain inen from, profiting by other means,. 
^ who look, upon their appointment as. the mea- 
y sure of a day, and who, from the uncertainty 
of their condition, see no room for any acquir 
aition but of wealth, since reputation and the 
consequences which, follow the successful con- 
duct of great affairs are only to be attained, 
in a course of years.. Under- such circum- 
stances, however rigid your orders may be^ 
pr, however supported, I am^ afraid^ tbat^ in 
most inst^ances, they will produce no other, 
fruits than either avowed disobedience, or the- 
worst extreme of falsehood and hypocrisy; 
These are not the principles which should 
rule the conduct of men, whom you bave<:on-* 
stituted th^ guardians, of your property, and. 
checks on the morals and fidelity- of others; 
the care of self-preservation will naturally^ 
suggest the necessity of seizing the opportm 
nity of present power, when . the duration of 
it is considered as limited to the usual term of 
three years, and of applying it to the provi- 
sion of a future independency;, therefore ' 
every renewal of this term is liable to prove* 
^ reiterated oppression. , It is perhaps owing - 

"to 
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*^ to the causes which I have described^ . tepid 
^ a proof of their existence^ that this appoint^^ 
^ ment has been for some years past 90 eagerly 
^^ solicited, and so easily resigned. There ard 
*^ yet other inconveniences attendant on thiri 
^^ habit, and perhaps an investigation of theiri 
*' all would lead to endless discoveries ; everf 
^^ man. whom vour choice has honoured with stf 
^' distinguished d* trust, seeks to merit- dpproba^ 
^ tion, and acquire an eclat by innovations, foiT 
*^ which the wild scene before him affords amplei 
*^ and justifiable occasion*'* 

You see, my Lords, he has stated that if aT 
govern our is appointed to hold his office orAf 
for a short time, the consequence would be, 
either an avowed disobedience, or, what is worse, 
extreme falsehood and hypocrisy; your Lord-- 
ships know that this man has held his office for 
along time, and yet his disobedience has been 
avowed, and his hypocrisy and his falsehood 
have been discovered, and. have been proved to 
your Lordships in the course of this trial. You' 
see this man has declared what are the prih- 
oiples which should rule the conduct of men, 
whom you have constituted the guardians of 
your property, and checks upon the morals £md 
fidelity of others. Mr. Hastings tells you him- 
self directly, what his duty was; he tdls you 

himself. 
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himself, and he pronounces his own condemna- 
tion ; what vras expected from hiiii, namely, that 
he should give a great example hiiAself, and be 
a check and guardian of the fidelity of all that 
are under him. He declares at the end of this 
letter, that a very short continuance in theif 
service would enable him to make a fortune up 
to the height of his desire. He has since thought 
proper to declare to you, that he is a beggar 
and undone, notwithstanding all his irregular 
resources, in that very service ; I have read 
this letter to your Lordships, that you may con- 
trast it with the conduct of the Prisoner, as 
stated by us and proved by the evidence we 
have adduced* We have stated and proved, 
that Mr, Hastings did enter upon a systemattck 
connivance at the peculation of the Company's 
servants *-that he refused to institute any check 
whatever for the purpose of preventing corrup- 
tion ; and that he carried into execution rjo one 
tneasure of government, agreeably to the posi- 
tive and solemn engagements, into which he had 
entered with the Directors. We therefore 
charge him, not only with his own corruptions, 
but with a systematick, premeditated corruption 
of the whole service, from the time when he was 
appointed, itf the beginning of the year I778, 
down to the year 1785, when he left it; Hfe 
never attempted to detect any one single abtise 

whatever ; 
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whatever ^ he never, endeavoured once to put a 
stop to any corruption, in any man, black or 
white, in any way whatever. And thus he has 
acted in a government, of which he himself de- 
clares the nature to be such, that it is almost 
impossible so to detect misconduct as to give 
legal evidence of it, though a man should be 
declared, by the cries of the whole people, tx> be 
guilty. 

My Lords, he desires an arbitrary power over 
the Company's servants to be given to him. 
God forbid arbitrary power should be given into 
the hands of any man ! At the same time, God 
forbid, if by power be meant the ability to dis* 
coveir, to reach, to check, and to punish subordi- 
nate corruption, that he should not be enabled 
90 to do, and to get at to prosecute and punish 
delinquency by law. But honesty only, and not 
arbitrary power, is necessary for that purpose. 
We well know, indeed, that a government re- 
quiring arbitrary power has been the situation 
in which this man has attempted to place iis. 

We know, also, my Lords, that there are cases, 
in which the act of the delinquent may be of 
consequence, while the example of the criminal, 
from the obscurity of his situation, is of little 
importance : in other cases, the act of the de* 
linquent may be of tio great importance, but 
^he consequences of the example dreadfuL We 

know. 
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know, that crimes of great magnitude/ ^t acti 
of great tyranny, can but seldom be exercistdy^ 
and only by a few persons. They are privileged 
crimes. They are the dreadful prerogatives o£ 
greatness and of the highest situations only^. 
But when a Governour General descends into 
the muck and filth of peculation and corruption i 
when he receives bribes and extorts money, he 
does acts that are imitable by every body; 
There is not a single man, black or white, from 
the highest to the lowest, that is pc^sessed iif 
the smallest degree of momentary authority, that 
i^annot imitate the acts of such a Gov^mour 
General. Consider, then, what the consequences 
will be; when it is laid down as a principle isi 
the service, tiiat no man is to be called to accomit 
according to the existing laws ; and that you 
must either give, as he says, arbitrary power^- (» 
suffer your government to be destroyed. 

We asked Mr. Anderson, whether the cove- 
nant of every farmer of the revenue did not 
forbid him from giving any presents to any per- 
aans, or taking any. He answered, he did not 
exactly remember, (for the memory of this gen- 
tleman is very indifferent, though the matter 
was in his own particular province,) but he 
thought it did ; and he referred us to the recx>rd 
of it. I cannot get at the record ; and there* 
fore you must take it as it stands from Mr. 

Anderson, 
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Anderson, without a reference to the record,— 
tlmt the farmers were forbidden to take or giva 
aDy tnoney to .any person whatever, bej^ond 
their engagements. Now, if a Governour Ger 
neral comes to. that farmer, and says. You must 
give a certain sum b^ond your engageilieots^ 
he lets him loose to prey upon the landholders 
and cultivators,' and thus a way is prepared for 
the final desolation of the whole country, by the 
malversation of the Governoiir, and by the con- 
sequent oppressive conduct of the farmers. 
: : JMr. Hastings being now put over the whole 
country to regulate it, let us see what he hiis 
done ; he says. Let me have an arbitrary power, 
and I will regulate it He assumed lirbitrary 
power, and turned in and out 6very servant at 
his pleasure. But did he by that arbitrary power 
correct any otie corruption ? Indeed how could 
he ? He does not say he did ; for when a man 
gives ill examples in himself, when he cannot 
set[.on foot an . inquir}' that does not terminate 
in his own corruption, of course he cannot in- 
stitute any inquiry into .the corruption of the 
other servants. ... 

But again, my Lords, the subordinate servant 
will say, I cannot rise, (properly here, as Mr. 
Hastings has well observed,) to the height of 
greatness, power, distinction, rank or honour in 
. V.OL.XVL U ■ the 
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the government ; but I can make my fortune 
aecording to my degree, my measure, and my 
place. His views will be then directed so. to 
make it. And when be sees that the Govemour 
General is actuated by no other views ; when he 
himself, as a farmer^ is confidently assured ;o^ 
the corruptions of his superior, when he knows 
it to b^ laid. down as a principle by the Gt)ver«t 
ftbur Genefal, that no corruption is to be it^ 
quired into ; and that if it be not expressly laid 
down, yet that his conduct is such as to make it 
the same as if he had actually so laid it down ; 
then, t say, every part of the service is in^antly 
and totally coiTupted. 

I shall next refer your Lordships to the Article 
of Contracts; five contracts have been laid i)e^ 
fbre you, the extravagant and Corrupt profite of 
which, tiave been proved to amount todOO/XX)/. 
We have shewn you, by the strongest presump- 
tive evidence, that these contracts were given 
for the purpose of corrupting the Company^s 
servants in India, and of corrupting the Com- 
pany itself ip England. You will recollect, that 
40,000/. was given in one morning for a con- 
tract, (which the contractor was never to exe- 
cute,) I speak of Mr. Sullivan's contract, Yon 
will also recollect, that he was the son of tlie 
principal person in the Indian direction j and 
11 who, 
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who, m or out of offiee, was known to govern 
it ; and to be supported by the whole Indian 
interest of Mn Hastings. 

You have seen the corruption of Sir Eyre. 
Coote, in giving to Mr. Crofles the bullock coin 
tract. You have seen the bullock contracts, 
stated to Mr. Hastingtsi's face, and not denied, 
to have been made for concealing a nomber of 
ecMrrupt interests. You have seen Mn Auriol'a 
contract given to the Secretary of the Company, 
by Mr. Hastings, in order that he might have 
the whole records and registers of the Company 
under his controul. You have seen that the 
contract and commission for : the purchase of 
stores and provinons, an enoitpous job, was 
given to Mr. Belli, an obscure man, for whom 
Mr. Hastings pflfe^ns himself as security ; under 
circumstances that went to prove thi^t Mr. Belli 
held this commission for Mr. Hastings. These, 
my Lords, are things that tonnot be shirred 
over; the Qovemour General is corrupt, he 
corrupts all about hi(n ; he does it upon system ; 
he will make no inquiry. 

My Lords, I have stated the amount of the 
sums which he has squandered away in these 
contracts; but you .will observe that we have 
brought forward but five of then\ ! GQod God ! 
When you consider the magnitude and multi- 
plicity of the Company ^s dealings, judge you 

v^ what 
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what must be the enormous mass of that cor^ 
ruption, of which he has been the cause, and in 
the profits of which he has partaken. Wheoi 
your Lordships shall have considered (this: docu- 
ment,) his defence, which I have read in part 
to you, see whether you are not bound, when 
be imputes to us and throws upon us the cause 
V>f all his corruption, to throw back the charge 
by your decision, and hurl it with indignation 
upon himself. 

- But 'there is ; another shameless and most ini- 
quitous ' circumstance, which. I have forgotten 
to mention, respecting these, contracts. He not 
bnly considered them as means of present poWer^ 
and therefore protected his favourites, without 
the least inquiry into their conduct, and with 
flagrant suspicion of a corrupt participation in 
their delinquency; but he goes still farther; 
He declares, that if he should be removed from 
his government, he will give them a lease in 
th^se exorbitant profits, for the purpose of secu* 
ring a corrupt party to support and bear him 
out, by their evidence, upDn the event of any 
inquiry into his conduct ; to give him a razy- 
nama, to give him a flourishing character, 
whenever he should come upon his trial. Hear 
What his principles are; hear what the man himW 
self avows : 



(f 
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OF WARRSK HASTINGS,: ESQ. SQS 

'' Fort William, October 4, 1779. 
" In answer to Mr. Francis's insihtiatton, 
** that it-is natural enough for the agent to wish 
to secure himself, before the expiration of the 
present government; I avow the fact as to 
myself as well. as the agient.* When I see a 
systematick opposition to every measure pro- 
posed by me for the service of the pubUck, 
by which an individual may eventually benefit, 
" I cannot hesitate a moment to declare: it to 
" be my firm belief, that should the government 
of this country be placed in the hands of the 
present niinority, they would seek the ruin of 
every man connected with me; it is therefore 
only an act of common justice in me, to wish 
to secure them as far as I legally can, from 
the apprehension of future oppression." 
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Here is the principle avowed. He takes for 
granted, and he gives it the tiame of oppression, 
that the person who should succeed him would 
take away those unlawful and wicked emolu- 
ments, and give Ihem to some other. But, says 
he, I will put out of the Company's power, the 
v^ry means of redress. 

The document, which I ani now going to read 
to your Lordships, contains a declaration by 
Mr. Hastings of another mean which he used, 
of corrupting the whole Company's service. 

u 3 Minute 



4i 



t94 SFSECH IH THE IBCFEACHMSKT 

Minute of the Goverhotttr Getief al. — Exti^t 
from that Minute: — " Called upon contititially 
^* foy persons of high rank and dtation^ both ih 
^' national and in the Company's councils, tb 

protect and prefer their friends in the army; 

and by the merits and services which have 

come under my personal knowledge add ob- 
** servation, I suffer both pain and humiliaticfn 
** at the want of power to reward the merito- 
** rious, or to shew a proper attention to the 
** wishes of my superiors, without having rfe- 
^^ course to means which must be considered as 
^* incompatible with the dignity of my station. 
" The slender relief which I entreat of the 
^* Board from this state of mortification, is the 
^* authority to augment the number of my staff, 
" which will enable me to shew a marked and 
" particular attention in circumstances such as 
** above stated^ and will be no Considerable 
•• burthen to the Company/* 

My Lords, you here see what he has been 
endeavouring to effect, for the express purpose 
of enabling him to secure himself a corrupt in- 
fluence in England. But there is another point 
much njore material— which brings the matter 
directly home to this Court, and puts it to you^ 
either to punish him, or to declare yourselves to 
be accomplices in the corruption of the whole 

service. 
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service. Hear what the man himself says. I 
am first to mention to your Lordships the occa- 
sion upon which the passage which I shall read 
to you was written. It was when he was making 
his enormous and shameful establishment of a 
Revenue Board, in the year 1781; of which I 
shall say a few words hereafter, as being a gross 
abuse in itself; he then felt that the world 
Would be so much shocked at the enormous pro- 
digality and corrupt profusion of what he was 
doing, that he at last spoke out plainly. 

A Minute of Mn Hastings tran«(mitted in a 
letter by Mr. Wheeler : — " In this, as it must 
" be the case in every reformation, the interest 
<< of individuals has been our principal, if not 
** our only impediment. We could not at once 
<* deprive so large a body of our fellow-servants 
** of their bread, without feeling th^t reluctance 
<< which humanity must dictate ; not unaccom- 
** panied perhaps with some concern for the 
** consequence which our own credit might suf- 
** fer, by an act which involved the fortunes of 
•* many, and extended its influence to all their 
** connections. 

" This, added to the justice which was due 
*• to your servants^ who were removed for no 
** fault of theirs, but for the publick conveni- 
" ence, induced us to continue their allowances 

u 4 " until 



*S uptil other offices couU be provided for them 
" —and the more cheerfully toBubmit tp the 
'i expediency of leaving others in , a temporary 
** or partial charge of the internal collections. 
•* In effect the civil officers of this government 
** might be reduced to a. very scanty qumbert 
*^ were their exigency alone to determine the 
M list of. your covenanted siervants, which, at 
*.V this time consist of no less a number than twp 
•*; hundred and fifty-two ; many of them thci 
*^ sons qf the first families in the kingdom , of 
•• Great Britain, and every one aspiring to the 
<* rapid acquisition of lacks, and to return, to 
" pass;the prime of their lives at home, as mul- 
**. titudes have done. before them. Neither will 
" the revenue3 of this country suffice. fpic such 
•* boundless pretensions j nor are they compa- 
•• tible with yours and' the national interests, 
*^ which may eventually suffer as certain a ruin 
M from the effects of private competition . and 
^* the claim, of patronage, as from the more 
••^ dreaded calamities of war, or the other ordi- 
•* nary causes which lead to the decline of 
"dominion.** 

My Lords, you have here his declaration that 
patronage, which he avows to be one of the 
principles of his government, and to be the 
principle of the last of his acts, is worse than 

war. 
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^ar, pestilence, Md famine; and that all these 
calamities together might not be so effectual as 
this patronage, in wasting and destroying the 
coantry. And at what time does he tell you 
this? He tells it you when he himself had just 
wantonly destroyed an old regular establishment 
for the purpose of creating a new one, in which 
he says, he was under the necessity of pensioning 
the members of the old establishment, from 
motives of mere humanity. He here confesses 
himself to be the author of the whole mischief; 
—I could, says he, have acted better j I might 
have avoided desolating the country by pecu* 
lation. But, says he, I had sons of the . first 
families in the kingdom of Great Britain ; eygity 
one aspiring to the rapid acquisition of lacks, 
and this would not suffer me to do my duty, I 
hope your Lordships will stigmatize the falser 
hood of this assertion. Consider^ my Lords, 
what he has said — two hundred and fifty men at 
once, and in succession,. aspiring to come home in 
the prime of their youth with lacks. You can- 
not take lacks to be less than two ; we cannot 
make a plural less than two. Two lacks make 
20,000/. Then multiply that by 252, and you 
will find more than 2,500,000/. to be provided 
for that set of gentlemen, and for the claims of 
patronage. Undoubtedly such a patronage is 
worse than the most dreadful calamities of war, 

and 
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and all the other causes which lead tc^ decline of 
dominion. Mi . 

My Lordsy I beseech you to consider thta 
plan of corrupting the Company's servants^ be« 
ginning with systematical corruptioui and ending 
with an avowed declaration that he will perr 
sist in this iniquitous proceeding, and to the 
Utmost of his power entail it upon the Company^ 
for the purpose of securing his accomplices 
against all the consequences of any change in 
the Company's government. I dare not» says 
he, be honest ; if I make their fortunes, you wiU 
judge favourably of me ; if I do not make th^ 
fortunes, I shall find myself crushed with a load 
of reproach and obloquy, from which I. cannot 
escape in any other way than by bribing the 
House of Peers. What a shameful avowal this 
to be made in the face of the world!— your 
Xiordships' judgment upon this great cause will 
obliterate it from the memory of man. But 
his apprehension of some change in the. Com* 
pany's government is not his only pretext for 
some of these corrupt proceedings ; he adverts 
also to the opposition which he had to encounter 
with his colleagues, as another circumstance 
which drove him to adopt others of these scan- 
dalous expediences. Now there was a perkd 
when he had no longer to contend with, or. to 
fear, that opposition. When he had got rid of 

the 
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the majority in the Council, which thwmrted 
him, what did he do ? Did he himself correct 
any of the evils and disorders which had pre* 
vailed in the service, and which his hostile ma« 
joritf had purposed to reform ? No, not one | 
notwithstanding the Court of Directors had 
supported the majority in all their declarations^ 
and had accused him of corruption and rebel'* 
lion in every part of his opposition to them. 
Now that he was free irom the yoke of all the 
mischief of that cursed majority which he de- 
precates, and which I have heard certain persons 
consider as a great calamity (a calamity indeed 
it was to patronage.)«-»As soon, I say, as he was 
free from this, you would imagine he had un« 
dertaken some great and capital reformation ; 
for all the power which the Company could give, 
was in his hands — total, absolute, and uncon* 
lined. 

i must here remind your Lordships, that the 
provincial councils wits an establishment made 
by Mr. Hastings* So confident was he, in his 
own opinion, of the expediency of them, that 
he transmitted to the Court of Directors a draft 
of an Act of Parliament to confirm them ; by 
this Act it was his intention to place them be- 
yond the possibility of mutation. Whatever 
opinion others might entertain of their weakness, 
itoefficacy, or other defects, Mr. Hastings found 

no 
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no . such . things, in them* He had. declared in 
the .beginning, that he considered them as la 
sort of experiment ; but that in the progress^be 
found them answer so perfectly well, that he 
proposed even an Act of Parliament to support 
thecD ; the Court of Directors, knowing.^he 
]pi$cbiefs that innovation had produced in theic 
9i^rvi€^, and the desolations which it had brought 
OH the country, commanded him not to. take 
any step for changing them, without their 
orderSf Cputrary, however, to his own declara; 
tWQS-r-contrary . to the sketch of an Act of 
Parliament, which, for alight he knew, the 
L^islature might then. have passed, (I know 
that it was in contemplation to pass, about that 
time, several Acts for regulating the Company's 
sffmrs.; and for one, I should have been, a^ I 
always have been, a good, deal concerned in 
whatever tended to fix some kind of permanent 
and se^ttled government in Bengal) in violation 
I say, of his duty, an4 in contradiction to. his 
own opinion, he at that time, without giving 
the parties notice, turns out of their employ- 
ments, situation, and bread, the provincial 
councils. 

And who were the members of those provin- 
cial councils ? They were of high rank in the 
Company's service } they were not junior ser- 
vants, boys of a day, but persons who had gonei 

through 



OF WARRSK HASTINGS, ESQ. 901 

through some probation ; who knew something 
of the country ; who were conversant in its re- 
venues, and in the course of its business ; they 
were, in short, men of considerable rank in the 
Company's service. What did he do with thes^ 
people? Without any regard to their rank in 
the service ;-^no more than he had regarded' the 
rank of the nobility of the country— ^e sw^pA 
them all in one day from their independent 
situations, without reference to the Directors, 
and turns them all into pensioners' upon the 
Gompany. And for what purpose was this 
done, it was done in order to reduce the Cbm« 
pany 's serv^ants^ who, in their independent sitU'^ 
ations, were too great a mass and volume for 
him to corrupt to an abject dependence upon 
his absolute power. It was, that he might tell 
them. You have lost your situations ; you have 
nothing but small alimentary pensions ; nothing 
more than a maintenance, and you must depend 
upon me whether you are to have anything more 
or not. Thus at one istroke a large division of 
the Company's servants— ^and one of the highest 
orders of them, were reduced for their next 
bread, to an absolute, submissive dependence 
upon his will ; and the Company was loaded 
with the pensions of all these discarded servants. 
Thus were persons in an honourable, independent 
situation, earned by long service in that country, 
? ' and 
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Md who were subject to pumshment for ^eir 
crimes tf proved againat them, are all deprhredi 
unheard, of their employments. You would 
tukagine that Mr* Hastings had at least charged 
them with corruption. No, you will see upon 
your Minutes, that when he abolished the pro- 
vincial councils, he declared at the same time, 
that he found no fault with the persons oon*> 
oemed in them. 

Thus then he has got rid, as your I^ordships 
see, of one whole body of the Company's ser-« 
vants ( he has systematically corrupted the rest, 
and provided, as far as lay in his power, for the 
perpetuation of their corruption ; he has con« 
Hired at all their delinquencies, and has de* 
ttroyed the independence of all the superior 
orders of them. Now hear what he does with 
regard to the Council General itself. They had, 
by the Act that made Mr. Hastings governour, 
the management of the revenues vested in them 
--r-you have been shewn by an honourable and 
able fellow Manager of mine, that he took the 
business of this department wholly out of the 
hand of the council ; that he named a commit* 
tee for the management of it, at an enormous 
expense — a committee made up of his own crea- 
tures and dependents ; and that after destroying 
the provincial councils, he brought down the 
whole management of the revenue to Calcutta* 

This 
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This committee took this important business en- 
tirely out of the hands of the council, in which 
the^ Act had vested it, and this committee he 
formed without the orders of the Court of Di-* 
rectors, and directly contrary to the Act which 
put the superintendence in the hands of the 
com^cil. 

Oh ! But he reserved a superintendence over 
them — ^you shall hear what the superintendence 
was ; you shall see, feel, smell, touch*— it shall 
enter into every avenue and pore of your soul. 
It will shew you what was the real principle ! of 
Mr. Hastings's government. We wiU re^d ta^ 
you what Sir John Shore says irif that institution,' 
and of the only ends and purposes which it could 
answer, your Lordships wiU then see how far he 
was justifiable in violating an Act of Parliament, 
and giving out of the. council's hands the great 
trust which the laws of his country had vested 
ia them. It is part of a p^er written in 1785, 
by Mr. Shore, who was s<rfe acting president of 
this committee, to which all Bengal was de* 
Uvered ; be was an old servant of the Company, 
and be is now at the head of the government of 
tihat country. He was Mr, Hastings's particular 
friend, and therefore you cannot doubt either of 
his being a competent evidence, or that he is a 
fiivourable evidence for Mr. Hastings, and that 
he would not say one word against the establish- 
ment 
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nient of which he himself was at the head, ths^ 
was not perfectly true, and forced out of him by 
the truth of the case. There is not a single part 
of it, that does not point out some abuse. 

" In the actual collection of the revenues, 
•* nothing is more necessary than to give imme* 
^^ diate attention to all complaints, which are 
" preferred daily without number, and to did-' 
'* patch them in a summary manner; this cannot 
" be done where the controul is remote. In 
" every pergunna throughout Bengal there are 
♦* some distinct usages, which cannot be clearly 
" known at a distance ; yet in all complaints of 
*• oppression or extortion, these must be knotra 
" before a decision can be pronounced, ^tto 
*^ learn at Calcutta the particular customs of a 
^^ district of Radshahy or Daca is almost im- 
^* possible; and considering the channel through 
** which an explanation must pass, and thpi^^ 
" which the complaint is made, any^olp^im^ 
** may be given to it ; and oppression aQdpxt^» 
" tion, to the ruin of a district, may be.practis^ 
^* with impunity. This is a continual souriee^f 
" embarrassment to the committee of revenueiiB* 
•* Calcutta. r »* 

" One object of their institution was to hxivg 
" the revenues without the expences of agency 

" to 
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•* to the presidency, and to remove all local cbri- 
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troul over the farmers, who were to pay their 
rents at Calcutta. When complaints are made 
against farmers by the occupiers of the lands, 
it is almost impossible to discriminate truth 
•* from falsehood; But to prevent a failure in - 
the revenue, it is found necessary, in all 
doubtful cases, to support the farmer ; a cir- 
cumstance which may give rise to and confirrti 
** the most cruel acts of oppression. The real 
state of any district cannot be known by the 
committee. An occupier or zemindar may 
plead that an inundation has ruined him, or 
" that his country is d, desert through want of 
'* rain. An aumeen is sent to examine the 
** complaint; he returns with an exaggerated 
account of losses proved in volumes of intri- 
cate accounts, which the committee have no 
" time to read, and for which the aumeen 
is well paid. Possibly, however, the whole 
account is false. Sdppose no aumeen is em- 
ployed and the renter is held to the tenor of 
his engagement, the loss if real must occasion 
his ruin, unless his assessment is very mode- 
" rate indeed. 

" I may venture to pronounce, that the real 

" state of the districts is now less known, and 

" the' revenue less understood, than in the year 

Vol. XVL X ** 1774. 
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1774. Since the nativea h^^ve had the disposal 
of accountSi since they htive been introduced 
as agents and trusted with authority, intricacy 
and confusion have taken place; the records 
and accounts which have been compiled are 
numerous ; yet when any particular account 
is wanted, it cannot be found* It is the busi- 
ness of all, from the ryots to the dewan, to 
conceal and deceive. The simplest matters 
of fUct are designedly covered with a veil 
through which no human understanding can 

penetrate. 

*« With respect to the present committee of 
revenuei it is morally impossible for them to 
execute the business they are intrusted with. 
They are invested with a general controul, 
and they have an executive authority, larger 
than ever was before given to ^ny board or 
body of men. They may and must get 
through the business. But to pretend to 
assert that they really execute it, would be 
folly and falsehood. 

" The grand object of the native dewannies 
was, to acquire independent controul^ and for 
many years they have pursued this with, won- 
derful art. TJhe farmers and ^^emindara under 
the committee prosecute tbie sanUe plan, and 
have already objections to any thing that 

' f^i has 



/ 



^ has the least appearancfe of reistrictioii. All 
<V controul recnaved, they can plunder as they 
^y pleaseu 

** The cotntnittee must have a dewan or 
" executive officer, call bim by what name you 
^* please. This man, in fact^ has all the revenues 
** paid at the presidency, at his disposal, and 
*' can, if he has any abilities, bring all the 
•* renters under contribution. It is of little 
*< advantage to restrain the committee them- 
•* selves from bribery or corruption, when their 
•* executive officer has the power of protecting 
•* both undetected. 

" To display the arts employed by a native 
f* on such an occasion^ would fill a volume. He 
*< discovers the secret resources of the zemin- 
^ dars and -renters, their enemies and compe^ 
•* titors, and by tbei engines of hope and fear 
<' raised upon these foundations, he can work 
V tbem to hi3 purpose; The committee, with 
^^ the best intentioi^, beat abilities, and steadiest 
*' application, must after all be a tool in tlie 
♦* hand of their devan.** 

Here is the account of Mr. Hastings's new 
Gommittee of Reveaue, substituted in the place 
of an establishment omde by Act of Parliament; 
here is: what be basi substituted for Provincial 
Councils, Here is/^hat be has substituted in 

X 2 the 
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the room of the whole regular order of the ser- 
vice, which he totally subverted. Can we add 
any thing to this picture? Can we heighten it? 
Can we do any thing more than to recommend 
it to your Lordships* serious consideration ? ^ 

But before I finally dismiss this part of our 
charge, I must request your - Lordships' most 
earnest attention to the true character of these 
atrocious proceedings, as they now stand proved 
before you, by direct or the strongest presump- 
tive evidence upon the Company's records, and 
by his o\vn confessions and declarations, and 
those of his most intimate friends and avowed * 
agents. Your Lordships will recollect that, pre- 
viously to the appointment of Mr. Hastings td 
be the Governour General, in 1772, the collec- 
tion of the revenues was committed to a Naib 
Duan, or native collector, under the controul of 
the Supreme Council ; and that Mr. Hastings 
did at that time, and upon various occasions 
afterwards, declare it to be his decided and fixed 
opinion, that nothing would be so detrimental 
to the interests of the Company, and to the 
happiness and welfare of the inhabitants of 
their provinces as changes, and more especially 
sudden changes, in the collection of their reve- 
nues. His opinion was also most strongly and 
reiteratedly pressed upon him by his Masters, 
the Court of Directors. The first step t^en 

after 
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after his appointment, was to abolish the oflBce 
of Naib Duan, and to send a committee through 
the provinces, at the expence of 50,000/. a year, 
to make a settlement of rents to be paid by the 
natives for five years. At the same time he 
appointed one of the Compan^s servants to be 
the collector in each province, and he abolished 

, the General Board of Revenue, which had been 
established at Moorshedabad, chiefly for the 
following reasons ; that by its exercising a sepa- 
rate controul, the Members of tlie Supreme 
Council at Calcutta were prevented from ac- 
quiring that intimate acquaintance with the 
revenues, which was necessary to persons in 
their station j and because many of the powers 
necessary for the collection of the revenues, 
bould not be delegated to a subordinate council. 
In consideration of these opinions, orders, and 
d€ckMti66s, hey in 177^ abolished the office of 
Elector, and transferred the management of the 
rc^ieilues to Several cauncih of revenue, called 
Provincial Councils, and recommended their 
perpetual establishment by Act of Parliament. 
In the year 1774, in contradiction of his former 
opinion, respectitog the necessity of the Supreme 
C^ouncil possessing all possible means of becom- 

^ ing acquainted with the details of the revenue, 
he again recomrtiended the continuance of the 

jProvindal Councils in all their parts. This he 

x3 again 
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again declared to be his deliberate opinion In 
1775 and in I776. In the mean time a majority 
pf the Supreme Councili consisting of members 
who had generally differed in opinion from Mrl 
Hastings, had transmitted their advice to the 
Court of Directors, recommending some changes 
in the system of Provincial Councils. The TA* 
rectors, in their reply to this recommendation, 
did in 1777 order the Supreme Council to form 
a new plan for the collection of the revenues, 
and to transmit at to them for their consi** 
deration. 

. No such plan was transmitted ; but in the year 
1781» Mr. Hastings having obtained a majority 
in the Council, he again changed the whole 
system, both of collection of the revenue and of 
ihe executive administration of civil and criminal 
justice. And who were the persons substituted 
in the place of those whom he removed ? NameSi 
my Lords, with which you are already but too 
well acquainted. At their head stands Munny 
Begum; then comes his own domestick and 
private bribe agent Gunga Govin Sing; then 
his banyan Cantoo Baboo ; then that instrument 
of all evil Deby Singj then the whole tribe pf 
his dependents white and black, whom he mad^ 
farmers of the revenue, with Colonel Hannay at 
their head ; and lastly, his confidential residents, 
secret agents, ^nd private secretaries, Mr. MM- 
• dleton, 
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(iletdn. Major Palmer, kd. &c, — Can your Lord- 
ships doubt, for a single instant, of the real spirit 
of these proceedings? Can you doubt of the 
whole design having originated and ended in 
corruption and peculation ? 

We have fully stated to you, from the autho- 
rity of these parties themselves, the eflfects and 
consequences of these proceedings — namely, the 
dilapidatioil of the revenues, and the ruin and 
desolation of the provinces. And, my Lords, 
what else could have beeti expected or designed 
by this sweeping subversion of the controul of 
the Company's servants over the collection of 
the revenue, and the vesting of it in a black 
duan, but fraud and peculation ? What else, 
I say, was to be expected in the inextricable 
turnings and ^Vindings of that black mystery of 
iniquity, but the concealment of every species 
of wrong, violenci^, outrage and oppression? 
Your Lordships then have seen, that the whole 
country was put into the hands of Gunga Govin 
Sing ; and when you remember who this Gunga 
Govin Sing Was, and how effectually Mn Hast- 
ings had secured him against detection, in every 
part of his rtlal-practices and atrocities, can yoa 
for a moment hesitate to believe that the whole 
project was planned and executed for the pur- 
pose of putting all Bengal under contribution to 
Mr. Hastings? But if you are resolved, aftei^ 

X 4 all 
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all this, to entertain a good opinion of Mn Hast- 
ings — if you have taken it into your heads, for 
reasons best known to yourselves, to imagine 
that he has some hidden virtues, which in the 
government of Bengal he has not displayed, and 
which, to us of the House of Commons, have 
not been discernible in any one single instance ; 
these virtues may be fit subjects for paragraphs 
in newspapers — they may be pleaded for him by 
the partisans of his IndisLU Jaction. But your 
Lordships will do well to remember that it is not 
to Mr. Hastings himself that you are trusting, 
but to Gunga Govin Sing, If the committee 
were tools in his hands, must not Mr. Hastings 
have also been a tool in his hands ? — If they with 
whom he daily and hourly had to transact busi- 
ness, and whose office it was to controul and 
restrain him, were unable so to do, is this con- 
troul and restraint to be expected from Mr, 
Hastings, who was his confident, and whose 
corrupt transactions he could at any time dis- 
cover to the world ? My worthy colleague has 
traced the whole of Mr. Hastings's bribe account, 
in the most clear and satisfactory manner to 
Gunga Govin Sing — him first — him last — him 
midst, and without end. If we fail of the con- 
viction of the Prisoner at your bar, your Lord- 
ships will not have acquitted Mr. Hastings 
xnerely, but you will confirm all the robberies 

and 
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and i:apines of Gunga Govin Sing. You will 
recognise him as a faithful governour of India. 
Yes, my Lords, let us rejoice in this man. 
Let us adopt him as pur own. Let our country 
— let this House be proud of him ! If Mr. 
Hastings can be acquitted, we must admit 
Gunga Govin Sing'^ government to be the 
greatest blessing that ever happened to mankind.' 
But if Gunga Govin Sing's government be the 
greiatest curse that ever befel suffering humanity, 
as we assert it to have been, there is the man 
that placed him in it ; there is his father, his 
godfather, the first author and origin of all these 
evils and calamities. My Lords, remember 
Dinagepore; remember the bribe qf 40,000/. 
which Gunga Govin Sing procured for Mr. 
Hastings in that province, and the subsequent 
horrour of that scene. 

But, my Lords, do you ei^tend your confidence 
to Gunga Govin Sing ? Not even the face of 
this man to whom the revenues of the Company, 
together with the estates, fortunes, reputations 
and lives of the inhabitants of that country were 
delivered over, is known in those provinces. He 
resides at Calcutta, and is represented by a variety 
of under agents. Do you know Govin Ghose ? 
Do you know Nundalol? Do you know the 
whole tribe of peculators, whom Mr. Hastings 
calls his faithful domestick servai^ts ? Do you 
know all the persons, that Gunga Govin Sing 

must 
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must employ in the various rattiificatioiiiB of the 
revenues throughout all the provinces? Ar6 
you prepared to trust all theSe ? The Board of 
Revenue has confessed that it could not con- 
troul them. Mr. Hastings himself could Hot con- 
troul them. The e&tablishmeiit of this system 
was like Sin's opening the gates of hell j lik^ 
her he coUld Opeti the gate^ but t6 shut^ as Miltoti 
Says, exceeded his powen The former establish^- 
ments, if defective, or if abuses were fouiid in 
them, might have been corrected. Tliei'e Wad 
kt least the means of detecting and punishing 
abuse. But Mr. Hastings destroyed tlie meatts. 
of doing either^ by putting the whole country 
into the hands of Gutiga Govin Sing^ 
" Now, having seen all these things done, look 
to the account. You Lordships will now be 
pleased to look at this business, as a mere account 
of revenue. You will find^ on comparing the 
thi-ee years in which Mn Hastings was in th6 
minority, with the three years after the appoint- 
ment of this committee^ that the assessment upon 
the country increased^ but that the revenue wai3 
diminished ; and you will also find, which is a mat- 
ter that ought to astonish you, that the expence^ 
of the collections were en creased, by no less a sum 
than fiOO,000/* You may judge from this what 
riot there was in rapacity and ravage, both 
amongst the European and native agents, but 
chiefly amodg^t the natives | for Mr. Hastings 

did 
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did not divide the greatest pstrt of this tpoil 
among the Company's servants, but amollg this 
gang of bl&ck dependents. 

These accounts are in pages 1278 and 127* of 
your Minutes. My Lords, weighty indeed would 
have been the charge brought before your Lord- 
ships by the Commons of Great Britain, against 
the Prisoner at your bar, if they had fixed upon 
no other crime or misdemeanor than that which 
I am now pressing upon you. His throwing off the 
allegiance of the Company, his putting a h\tkt\i 
master over himself, and his subjecting th6 whi^e 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, the whole of thd 
Company's servants, the Company's revenues, the 
Company's farms^ to G unga Govin Sing. But, my 
Lords, it is a very curious and remarkable thitig; 
that we have traced this man as Mi*. Hastings'^ 
bribe broker, up to the time of the nomination of 
this committee; we have traced hitti through a re- 
gular series of bribery; he is Mr. Hastings's brib^ 
broker at Patna ; he iis Mr. Hastings's bribe broker 
at Nuddea ; he is his bribe broker at Dirtagepore i 
we find him his bribe bl^oker in all these places j 
but from the rtoment that this committee was 
constituted, it became a gulph in which the pre-» 
vention, the detection, and the correction of all 
kind of abuses ^ere sunk and lost for ever* 
From the time when this committee and Gunga 
Goviii Sing were appointed, you do not- find one 

word 
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)vord more of Mr. Hastings's bribes. Hail he 
then ceased to receive any ? or where are you to 
look for them ? You are to look for them in that 
500*000 /. excess of expence in the revenue de- 
partment^ and in the rest of all that corrupt 
traffick of Gunga Govin Sing, of which we gave 
you specimens at the time we proved his known 
bribes to you. These are nothing but index 
hands to point out to you the immense mass of 
corruption which had its origin, and was daily 
accumulating in these provinces, under the pro- 
tection of Mr. Hastings. And can you thinki 
and can we talk of such transactions, without 
feeling emotions of indignation and horrour not 
to be described? Can we contemplate such 
scenes as these — can we look upon those deso- 
lated provinces— upon a country so ravaged — a 
people so subdued —Mahomedans, Gentoosi our 
own countrymen all trampled under foot^ by this 
tyrant ; can we do this without giving expriession 
(o those feelings, which, after animating us in 
this life, will comfort us when we die, and .will 
form our best part in another? 

My Lords, I am now at the last day iof my 
endeavours to inspire your Lordships with a just 
sense of thei^ unexampled atrocities.* I have 
had a great encyclopedia of crimes to deal with; 
I will get through them as soon as I can ; and 
I pray your Lordships to believe, that if I omit 

any 
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any thing, it is to time I sacrifice it ; that it is 
to want of strength I sacrifice it; that it is to 
necessity, and not from any despair of making, 
from the records and from the evidence, matter 
so omitted as black as any thing that I have yet 
brought before you. 

The next thing of which I have to remind 
your Lordships respecting these black agents of 
the Prisoner, is, that we find him just before his 
departure from India, recommending three of 
them — Gunga Govin Sing, Gunga Ghose and 
Nundalol, as persons fit and necessary to be re- 
warded for their services by the Company. Now 
your Lordships will find that of these faithful 
domestick servants, there is not one of them who 
was not concerned in these enormous briberies,- 
and in betraying their own native and natural 
master. If I had time for it, I believe I could 
trace every person to be, in proportion to Mr, 
Hastings's confidence in him, the author of some 
great villany. These persons he thinks had not 
been sufficiently rewarded, and accordingly he 
recommends to the Board, as his dying legacy,^ 
provision for> these faithful attached servants of 
his, and particularly for Gunga Govin Sing; 
The manner in: which this: man was to be re^ 
warded makes a part of the history of these 
transactipps, as curious perhaps as was ever ex-: 

hibited 
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hibited to the world. Your JLiord^hips wiU 6»d 
it iq page SS41 of yqur Minutes. 

The Rajah of pinagepor^ wa$. a chil4 at that 
time about eleven years old, and had succeeded 
to th^ rajahship (by what tpie^^ns I shall 9ay no* 
thing) when he was about five years old. He isi 
made to apply to Mr. Hastings, for iQave to grant 
a very considerable part of his estate to Guoga 
Qpvin Sing as a reward for his services. These 
services could only b^ known to the Rajah's 
fanaily, by having robbed it of at leas,t 40,000/. 
the bribe given to Mr, Hastings. But the Rajah's 
family is so little satisfied with this bountiful and 
liberal donation to Gunga Covin Sing, that they 
desire that several pergunnas or farms, that are 
p]ientioned in the application made to the, Council, 
should be separated from the family estate and 
given to this man. Such was this e:^traorditiary 
gratitude ; gratitude not for money receiv-^v but 
for mtoey takea away ; a species of gr^itode 
unknown in any part of the world but in Irtdiaj 
griatittide pervading every branch of the* femp^ i 
bis inoth^r qoming forward and petitioning like- 
wise, that her son should be disinherited; bis 
uncle, the natural protector and guaardiaa of bis 
minority, coming forward^ and petitioning most 
earnestly, that his nephew should be disinhented; 
all the family join in one voice of snpplicabiQa 

to 
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to Mr. Hastings, that Guqga Govin Sing may 
ha,ve ^ very large and cQnsiderable part of their 
family estate given to him. Mr. Hastings, after 
ij^claring that certain circumstances respecting 
this property, which are mentioned in bis Mi- 
nutes, were to his knowledge true, but which 
your I^ordships, upon examinatioq, will find to 
he false, and falsified in every particular, recom- 
m^nds, in the strongest manner, tq the Board, 
a qonipliance with thi? application. He was at 
^hia time on the eve of his departure from India, 
in haste to provide for bis faithful servants ; and 
he well knew that this bis last act woidd be held 
binding upon his successors, who were devoted 
|Q him. 

He;Fe indeed is genijine and heroic gratitude ; 
gratitude for mpney received, not for money 
Xah^^ *W?y ; and yet this gratitude was towards 
a persQft who. bad paid hin^self out of the benefit 
whjM?Ij hftd been . conferred, at the expence of 
, ft,tbir4 ipn^rty. For Gunga Govin Sing had kept 
for biipself 20,000 /^ out of 40,000/. taken from 
the Rajah. For this cheat, stated by Mr. Larkins 
to he aucbr /and allowed by Mr. Hastings himself 
tQ,b*. such — be, with a perfeqt knowledge of 
that ftaud and cheat committed upon the pub-, 
lick,, (for he pretends that the money was meant 
for the Company,) makes this supplication to his 
colleagues, and departs. 

After 
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After his departure, Gunga Govin Sing, rely- 
ing upon the continuance of the corrupt influence 
which he had gained, had the impudence to 
come forward and demand the confirmation of 
this grant by the Council General, The Council, 
though willing to accede to Mr. Hastings's pro- 
position, were stopped in a moment by petitions 
much more natural, but of a direct contrary 
tenor. The poor infant Rajah raises his cries 
not to be deprived of his inheritance ; hk mother 
comes forward and conjures the Council not to 
oppress her son and wrong her fartiily; the 
uncle comes and supplicates the Board to save 
from ruin these devoted victims which were 
under his protection. All these counter-rpetitioBis 
come before the Council, while the iiTjk is I&rdly 
dry upon the petitions which Mr. Hastiags ha4 
left behind him, as proofs of the desire ipf (this 
family to be disinherited in favour tgrf Gii^ga 
Govin Sing. Upon the receipt of these reidon-* » 
strances, the Board could not proceed in the 
business, and accordingly Gunga Govin Sing: 
was defeated. , = 

But Gunga Govin Sing was unwilling to quit 
his prey. And what does he do?— -I desire, 
your Lordships to consider seriously the reply; 
of Gunga Govin Sing, as it appears upon year. 
Minutes. — It is a bold answer. He denies the 
right of the Rajah to these estates. Why, says 

he. 
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he, all property in this country depends upon 
the will of your government j how came thU 
Rajah's family into possession of this great 
zemindary? Why, they got it at first by the 
mere favour of government. The whole was an 
iniquitous transaction^ This is a family, that in 
some former age has robbed others, and now let 
me rob them. In support of this claim, he adds 
the existence of other precedents ; namely, that 
many clerks or mutseddies and banyans at Cal- 
cutta, had, as he says, got possession of the 
lands of other people, without any pretence of 
right. — Why should not I? Good God, what 
precedents are these ! — Your Lordships shall 
now hear the razynama or testimonial, which, 
$ince Mr. Hastings's arrival in England, this 
Rajah has been induced to send to the Company 
from India^ and you will judge then of the state 
in which Mr. Hastings has left that country. 
Hearken^ my Lords, I pray you, to the razynama 
of this man, from whom 40,000/. was taken by 
Mr. Hastings and Gunga Goyin Sing, and 
against whom an attempt was made by the same 
pef$ons, to deprive him of his inheritance. 
Listen to this razynama, and then judge of all 
the ojiher testimonials which have been produced 
.on the part of the Prisoner at your bar. His 
counsel rest upon them — they glory in them, and 
we shall not ^bate them one of these precious 
Vol. XVI. Y testimonials. 
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testittieniala. They put the voiee pf grateful 
India against the voice of ungrateful Englaed. 
Now^ hear what grateful Indie says, aft* our 
having told yoii for what it was so gratefuL 

i ** I, Radaunat, zemindar of pcrgnnna Ha- 
^ velly Penjuna, &c. commonly called Dinage- 
^ pore:— 'As it has heen learnt by the mut- 
•* seddies and the respectable officers of my 
^* zemindary, that the ministers of England are 
" displeased with the late Govern our \V*rte« 
" Hastings, Esq. upon the suspicion that.hd 
•* oppressed un, took money from us by deciisit 
** and force, and ruined the country — ther^oret 
" we, upon the strength of our reHgioh^ which 
«< we think It incumbent on and neeessai^y for 
** QS to abide by, following the rules laid ditW 
*^ in giving evidence, declare the particuliw^f 
^^ the deeds of Warren Hastings, £sq« filll:pf 
^ circumspection and. <^d,ution, civility and ^w* 
** tice, superior to the conduct of the limst 
«< learned; and by representing whatsis fiM^ 
^^ wipe away the doubts that have possessed (Jkt 
f^ milids of the ministers of Englandi. IM 
** Mr. Hastings is possessed of fidelity and^Hlh 
*^ fidenc^ and yielding protection to us ) ^ 
*^ he is clear of the contamination of ttiiatrmt 
*^ and wrong, > aqd his mind is free of coveKnto*. 
^^ Bes^ OF avarice. During the time of h» 

^^ admiaisthitioiit 



^* Udminiitvatim, nx) one saw other condnct 
** tha» that of protection to the husbandtneni 
*^ and justice; no inhabitant ever experienced 
•* affliistion^; no one ever felt oppression from 
^ him ; o\\v repntations have always been 
*• guarded' from attacks by his prudence, and 
^ our families have always been protected by 
** his justice;'* V 

GrObd Grod 1 my Lords, ^* our famiUes^ prd" 
tected hy Ms^Justite! ' ' What ! after Gun^ Govin 
Skig, in ecmc^rt with Mr. Hastings, bad first 
robbed him^f 40,000i and then had attempted 
to sfeateh, as it w^re, out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklitrgs, the inheritance of * their fathfers, 
and tod^iprive this infant of a great part of his 
fknnily est&te. Here is^ a child, eleven y lears old, 
who neV€* COiild have seen Mr. Hastings; who 
could kno<(r ncrthing of him but from the heavy 
hand o# oppr^sion, affliction, wrong aind rob** 
beryi brtfught to bear testimony to the virtues' 
of Mr. Hastings, befi>re a British parliainent. 
Such h the confidence they repose in their hope 
of having brib€ld the English nalibri by the 
fBittioils and millions of money, this eountless 
lacks of rupees poured into it from India ; -that 
tfeey had diared to bring this poor robbed infaat, 
to bear testimony to the character of Mr. Has- 
2 tings. Ttese are the things which are to be 
^ epposed to the masa of evidence which the 

Y 2 House 
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House of Commons bring against this man^^ 
evidence wHich they bring from his own acts, 
his own writing, and his own records j a cloud 
of testimony furnished by himself, in support of 
charges brought forward and urged by us agree- 
ably to the magnitude of his crimes, with the 
horrour which is inspired by them, and with the 
contempt due to this paltry attempt towards his 
defence — wliich they had dared to produce from 
the hands of an infant, but eleven years .old 
when Mr. Hastings quitted that country. 

But to proceed with the razynama : — ** He 
** never omitted the smallest instance df kind* 
•* ness towards us, but healed the wolmds of 
" despair with the salve oftronsoiation; by means 
^* of his benevolent and kind behaVioiii', Aever 
** permitting one of us to sink into the pit of 
<* despondence; he supported every ^fie by 'his 
goodness, overset the designs of 0vil»Tnitffled 
men, by his authority; tied the hattd-^f op- 
pression, with the strongest bandage dF justice, 
and by these means expanded thd pJeMing 
appearance of happiness and joy ov6r us; he 
re-established justice and impartiality. We 
were during his government in the enjoytn^nt 
of perfect happiness and ease, and many ef us 
are thankful and satisfied. As Mr. Hastings 
** was well acquainted with our manners and 
" customs, he was always desirous in fvery 
respect of doing whatever would preserve our 

religious 
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'* religious rites, and guard them against ever/ 
" kind of accident and injury; and at ail times 
" protected us, . Whatever we have experience4 
<< from him, and whatever happened from him, 
" we have written without deceit or exagge- 
" ration.'* 

My Lords, before I take leave of this affair 
of bribes and of the great bribe broker, let me 
just offer a remark to your Lordships upon one 
curious transaction. My Lords, we have charged 
,|i;bribe t^en from the Nabob of Oude, and we 
have stated the corrupt and scandalous pro- 
ceeding whicli attended it, I thought I had 

done witli Q.^dle.} but as there is a golden chaiQ 
.between. al],::t^e virtues, so there is a golden 
chain whichi'lint^s together all the vices. Mn 
.<)Sas.tiqg!^ i^ft j^QU have seen, and as my honour- 
^blea;^pUea|^e. has fully opened it to you, re- 
cen(e4 .^ ,l^nbe or corrupt present from the Nabob 
^9flP^de, ia September I78I. We heard no more 
fOf/t^i^s bribe than what we had stated (no other 
jtrace of it ever appearing in the Company's re- 
cords^ except in a private letter written by Mr. 
;|lfiustings to the Court of Directors, and after* 
iW^r^s in a communication such as you have heard 
^t^ijpjijgh Mr. Larkins,) till October 1783. 

( JSut, my Lords, we have since discovered, 
^jj^roMgh and in consequence of the violent dis- 

y3 putes 
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{^tttes wbidi took plade between -Mi^Hastrngs 
Mid the dan of itei&idknts that were in Oud^ the 

^rie^dttnt <^ the Ootnpatiy, Mr« BristoWr^ tiie^ two 
MBideotdof Mr. Hadtitigis, Mn Middlefcoiiy > niid 
Mr* JohAwDi and tlietwa residents tent by^liim 
to watch over all the rest. Major Paltoti^ tind 
Major Davy: — upon quarrels, I say, between 
theoi^ we ^discovered that Mr. Middleton ^ had 
received the offer 'Of a present of 100,000/^ tti 
Febtn^ry 1*JS2* This circumi^tance is menttoMd 
lit a lettdr of Mr. Middleton's, in which lm> in- 
forms Mr« Hastings that the Nabob had^destifted 
suah ^ sum for him^ . > ,... 

Now tbe first thing that Will occttr to f(^ 
Lordships, upon Mch an affair, wfll be a'deisire 
to kn4;>w>what it wa6 that induced- the Ndbob to 

^make this offer; it was but in the Sefyttttdber 
p^cedingv that MnH^tings had i'eoeivedy for 
his private uise, as the N^bobconc^^ed^'ilo^bbi:^ 
tifid a present as 100,0007., what Hibtiveilhen 
could he have had in February^ to oflfer htm 
another 100,000/. ? — This man^ at the ttmejinims 
piercing h^vett itself with the cries of despion- 
dency, despair, beggary and ruin, ¥ou hiwe 
seen, that he wais forced to rob his own fiitnily, 
in order to satisfy the Company's demfetnds ofNNi 
him ; atad. yet this is precisely the time when- h6 
tliinks proper to oflTer 100,000 /. to Mr. Hastings. 
I/oes not the mind of every man revolt^ wbilA 

he 







he exclaims-^'atul saj) What! .another lOO^QQO/. 

to Mr.jHastiiigs? What reason had the Nalaob 

toitliktk Mr. liiistini^s so monstrtdudy.inaattabhe, 

that. 'faa;viBgJN&t the September befora received 

lOO^QO&i. iie must.^ive him another in.Februftr^'? 

— My Lords, he must, in the tntervAl^ ha?^ 

threatened the Nabob with some horrible cAtias- 

trophev from which he was to nedeeoi himaelf 

by this , second {nresent. You can assigsi : no 

oAoT . motive fi)r his giving it. We know< .n#t 

vribaib ans^irer Mn Hastings made to Mr^Middk- 

ton^'upoa^t^at occasion, biit we fuoid that m the 

year 1783,. Mr* Hastings asserts, that he sedt up 

Major Palmer anxl Major Davy^ to persuadeUhe 

liSahobito tris»fer: this presetiti which the Nabob 

JAtendedi tfim*c 'hiM^ to the Company^s sertice. 

Aeniatic^^iliyXoTds^ the progress of this mfiaa. 

In a^'ibntei aceusatioa preferred: against Mi. 

Middlettitv'iie charges hhn with obstructing tias 

dfi^dxdf fais^ in this accusation^ ;my Lorda, 

(yoU find him .at once in the curious charact^ 

€d&|in96eeitt<tKr) witness^ and judge. 

Miiet us isee how he comports himsdf« I shaU 
mAy static to. you one of the. articles of his itn^ 
peikdhiment It is the Third Charge; it is in 
pdge 1267 of your Lordships' Minutes :^** For 
Ml sending repeatedly to the Vizier and to hip 
*>ijninister Hyder Beg Khan^ td advise them 
^^ < ogftini^t transferring the. ten lacks i6tf nipeefe 

Y4t *« intended 
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*• intended as a presient to the Governour Genes- 
" ral, to the Company*s account ; as it would 
•• be a precedent for fiirthei* demands, which 
•• if the Vizier did not refuse in the first instanced, 
*♦ the government would never cease to harass 
•• him for thoneyi '* 

The first thing that will Occur to your Lord- 
ships, is an assertion of the accuser's : — " 1 am 
" morally certain, that jaydaads or assets for ten 
^* lacks, either in' assignment of land or in bills, 
*• had been prejpared, and weref in the charge 
" or possession' of Mr. Middleton, before Major 
" Palmer's' arrival, and left with Mi*. Johnson on 
" Mr. Middleton's departure/^ ^ ' 

My Lords, here is an accuidation that Mi*. Mid- 
idleton had actaally received money, either in bills 
or dssetis <)f some kind or other; and thiit-tipon 
quitting his residency, he had handed it over to 
his successor Mr. Johnson. Here arethen ^fatts 
ksserted, and tve must suppose siibstantiated. 
Here ik a siim of money to bef accoUtited ^or^ 
in which there is a gross malversation directly 
charged as to these particulars, in Mr. Hastings's 
opinion. Mr. Macpherson, another meitifoer of 
the Council, has declared, that he understood at 
the time, that the ten lacks Were ac^tually de- 
posited in bills, and that it was not a mere offer 
made by the Nabob to pay such a sum from the 
future revenue of the couutry* Mn Hastings 

has 
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has these facte disclosed to him. He declares 
that he was " rurally certain" of it; that is, as 
certain as a man can be of any thing, because 
physical ceirtitude^does not belong to such mat- 
ters« The first thing you will naturally ask, is, 
why does he not ask Mr. Johnson how he had 
disposed of that money, which Mr. Middleton 
had put in his hands? He does np such thing; 
he passes over it totally, as if it were Qo part 
of the matter in question, and the accusation 
ajgainst Mr. Middleton terminates in the manner 
you/ wiU there find stated. When Mr. Johnson 
is asked^ why was not that mon^y applied to the 
Company's service? he boldly steps forward, 
and says, I prevented it from being so applied. 
It) tiever^ uras, it never ought to have been so 
i^sippUed ; 6uch an appropriation of money to be 
taken frpm the Nabob, would have been enor- 
fnOii^ upon that occasion. 
MjiWh^ then does Mr. Hastings do? Does he 
.examine. Mr. Middleton upon the subject, who 
charges himself with having received the money? 
'*:r-Mr. 'Middleton was at that very time in Cal- 
eutta, called down thither by Mr. Hastings him- 
self. One would naturally expect that he would 
teall upon him, to explain for what purpose he 
left the money with Mr. Johnson. He did no 
feuch thing. Did he examine Mr. Johnson him- 
»eif, whowas charged with having received the 

- r- money 
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money from Mr. Middleton ? Did he ask him* 
what he had dotle with, that nioBey:? Not one 
word* Did he send for Major Palmer and Major 
Davy to account for it ? No* Did be call ajiy 
shro^ any bamker^ any ^ne {>ersoB. concerned, in 
thd payment of che modey ; or any one person 
in the, mans^eon^nt of the rev^ue? No, not 
one.-t-Directly in the fhce of his own afisertionn^ 
directly contrary to his tt^oral Conviction pf the 
fact, that the monqy had.b^n actually deposited^ 
he tries Mr» Johnson cpUusively and obliquely j 
not upon the account of what was done wijth the 
money» but why it was prevented froivi being 
applied to the Company's service } and he . ac- 
quits bim in a manner that (taking the wbote <^ 
it together) will give your Lordships the, ^neidt 
idea possible of a Bengal judicature, a4 ^l^cised 
by Mr, Hastings. 

<^ I am not sorry," says he, ^' that Mr« Jol^n^pa 
chose to defeat tny intentions, sinq^ it would 
have added to the Nabob's distressesi but. with 
no. immediate relief to the Compajiy*, Ifi in bis 
own breast, he can view the secret motives, of 
this transaction* and on their testimoay approve 
it, I^also acquit him."— -Merciful God! Here is a 
man accused by regular articles of impeachment 
The accuser declares^ he is morally certaia 
that the money had be^n received, but was 
prevented from being applied to its destinatioii 

by 
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by the person accused, and he acqiuts him! 
Does he acquit hiix^ from his own knowledge, 
or from^ any evidence ? No; but he applidB 
to th^ manV conscience, and says, if yoa in 
you# cotascietiGe oan acifskt yourself, I acquit 
y^u* / 

Herts then is a proceeding, the most tstonisb- 
ing ^tid 'Shameless that perhaps was ^v^ ivit«* 
net^sed; a eouit trying a man for a delinquency 
and n^appKcation of money, destined, in tli^ 
fiiist instance, for tiie use of the Judge, but which 
bi& deckftes ought, in his own opinion, to be sM 
apar£ fat tbe pi^blick use ; and which he walls 
desilt^bfl idf applying to the Company's s^rvk^e, 
witbout tbgpLtd to his own interest ; and th^ 
Uie^ Judg^,»i'declaring, he k Hot sotry that hfe 
purpose had been defeated by the. party accused. 
Instead however of censuring the accused, he 
aj^lfe**<ta the man's own confecienoe t-^Does 
;^r^fcdAseierioe* i^ys he, acquit you of having 
a<^«jd- Wrong? The accused makes no reply; 
aM thef^ Mt. H^tings, by an hypothetical con- 
clusion a^uits him. 

' Mn Hastings is accused by the Commons, for 
that having a mOral certainty of the money*"* 
'b^ng intended for his use, he would not hive 
cib«fc#ed to inquire into the actual application of 
ii^ but fiom some corrupt motive and intention. 
With this he is charged. He comes before you to 

make 
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make his defence. Mr. Middleton is in Eng- 
land. Does he call Mr. Middleton to explain 
it here? Does he call upon Mr. Johnson^ who 
was the other day in this Court, to account for 
it? Why did he not, when he setit for these 
curious papers and testimonials to Major Palmeri 
(the person authorized^ as he pretends^ by him, 
to resign all his pretensions to the money pro- 
cured) send for Major Palmer, who is the person 
that accused him in this business ? Why not 
Hend for him to bear some testimony respecting 
iti No; he had time enough ; but at no one 
time, and in no placci did he do this; there- 
fore the imputation of the foulest corruption 
attaches upon him, joined with the intamy of a 
collusive prosecution^ instituted foi; the jsake of 
a collusive acquittal. 

Having explained to your Lordships the na- 
ture, and detailed the circumstancesr as far as 
we are acquainted with them, of this fraudulent 
transaction, we have only further to remind you, 
that though Mr. Middleton was declared guilty 
of five of the six charges, brought 'against him 
by Mr. Hastings, yet the next thing you hear is, 
that Mr. Hastings, after declaring that tliis con- 
duct of Mr. Middleton had been very bad, and 
that the conduct of the other servants of the 
Company concerned with him^ had been ten 
times worse, he directly appoints him to one 

of 
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of the moat honourable and conBdential oflfeea 
the Company had to dispose of— he sends him 
ambassador to the Nizam; to give to all the 
courts of India a specimen of the justice, honour 
and decency of the British government. 

My Lords, with regard to the bribe for the 
entertainment^ I only beg lea%'e to make one 
observation to you upon that article. I could 
say, if the time would admit it, a great deal 
upon that subject ; but I wish to compress it, 
and I shall therefore only recommend it in 
general to your Lordships deliberate conside* 
ration. The covenant subsisting between the 
Company and its servants was made for the 
express purpose of putting an end to all such 
entertainments. By this convention it is ordered, 
that no presents exceeding 200/. shall be ac- 
cepted upon any pretence for an entertainment. 
The covenant was intended to put an end to 
the custom of receiving money for entertain- 
ments, even when visiting an independent Ori- 
ental prince. But your Lordships know that 
the Nabob was no prince, but a poor, miserable, 
undone dependent upon the Company. The 
present was also taken by Mr. Hastings, at a 
time when he went upon the cr.uel commission 
of cutting down the Nabob's allowance from 
400,000/. to 260,000/. — and when he was re- 
ducing to beggary thousands of persons, who 

were 
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were dependent for bread upon the Natbob ; and 
ruining, perhaps, forty tboii8at>d others* I shall 
say no more upon that subject, though, ill truth, 
it is a thing upon which itiueh observ^bioti mi^tf 
be made. 

I shall now pass on to another arrticiie con- 
nected with, though not making a direct part 
of that of corrupt bribery; I mean the swtnffliftg 
subterfuges, by which he has atte«npte4 to jos^y 
his corrupt practices^. At oiie time he defends 
them, by pleading the necessities of hi» oit* 
afiairs, as when he tiakes presents and ehtef^- 
tainments avowedly for his own 'profits; Al 
another time he defends them, bypleailing the 
goodness of his intentions. He intended, he 

• • • • 

says, to ^ve the money to the Company. His 
last plea has something in it (which sbalf I say?) 
of a more awful or of a more abandoned cha- 
racter, or of both. In the setlAemerit ctf hts 
publick account before he left India, he take) 
credit for a bond which he had received ftom 
Nobkissin, upon some account or other. . He 
then returns to England, and what does he do. 

• 

Payoff? No. Give up the bond to the Compaiiy? 
No. He says, I will account to the Company 
for this money ; and when he comes to give this 
account of the expenditure of this money, your 
Lordships will not be a little astonished at the 
items* of it. One is for founding a Mahomedan 

college. 
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college. It !> a very strange thing that Rajab 
Nobkissini who is a Gentoo^ should be employed 
by Mr. Hastings to found a Mahomedao college* 
We will atlo'V^ Mv. Hastings, wlio i»a Christian, 
or would be thought a Christian, to grow pious at 
last ; a&d a^ many others have done, wbo have 
spent their lives' in. fraud, rapacity and peculation, 
to seek amends, and to Expiate bis^ crimes, by cba« 
i^itafole fout^lations. N^yt we will siippose Mr. 
HastiBgs to ligve tajcen it into his head, to turn 
Mahotnedan (Gentoo he could not)- and to have 
designed^ hy a Mahomedan* foundation, to expiate 
his c^nei^s. Be it so ; but why should Nobktsstn 
pay for it? Wis will pa^s Qver this also. But 
whan yottf Lordships shaill heal* of what natiiupe 
that foundation Wa9, I believe you mA allow 
that a 'more extraordinary history never did 
appear in the world. 

In the^t place, he stated to the Council on 
the iSfeV of April I78I, that in the oionth of 
Novermbei' I78O a petition was presented to him 
by a considerable rmmber of MtHisulmen ; in 
compliance with which this Mahomedan college 
appears to have been founded. It next appears 
from his statement, that iri the April following, 
(that IS within about six months after the foun- 
dation,} many students had finished their edu- 
cation^ You see what a hot bed bribery and 
corruption is j our universities cannot furnish 

an 
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,aR eilucafcion iiiisix yrars* ^ ln^iidfd»4hey have 
completed it within six 'moBth(Eland;iia;re4akeii 
their degrees;: *•. ' ^i r" •. i t 

Mn Hs&tingft sa3r8, I have supported this 
establishment to this time at my oira^ expeace, 
I desire the Ck)mpanjr will now defray the charge 
of it* He then calculates what the expenses 
were; be; calculates that the building would 
cost abofit6f000/. and be gets from the Company 
a boQd to. raise money for ; paying this 6,000 2i 
You ap^i:enliy have the building n^w at jthe 
publick . expence^ and Mr. Hastings still stands 
charg^.with the expence of the icollege for six 
ni oaths. JHe th^n proposes that a tract of land 
should >ft given for the college, to the ^alu^ of 
about ^Ihjcee: thousand odd pound$:a'^76arj and 
that iQ the mean time there should beia certain 
sum allotted for its expences.^ Afterithis: Mr. 
Hastings writes a letter from the Ganges to the 
Company, in which he says not a word about 
the expence of the building ; but says that the 
colkge was founded and maintained at his own 
expence, though it was thought to be maintained 
by the Company ; and he fixes the commence- 
ment of the expence in September 1779. But 
after all, we find that the very professor who was 
to be settled there, never so much as arrived in 
Calcutta, or ^shewed his face there, till some 
time afterwards. And look at Mr. Larkins pri- 
vate 



vate accounts, atul you will find that he dmrges 
the expence to have commenced not until Octo- 
ber 17s 1- Jt Is no errour, because it runs through 
and is 90 accounted in the whole ; and it thus 
appears^ that he has charged, falsely and fraudu- 
leotlyj a year more for that establishment than 
itxpst.him. . 

At last then, when he was coming away, (for 
I hasten to the conchision of an affiur ludicrous 
iniiaed in .some, respects,, but not unworthy of 
yOMT^Lordships': consideration,) ^ after the mark- 
*V;nig.that he had ^£xperienced for .three years 
* * ;tiui utility . of . this institution, he recommends 
<Sihat tiiey wrU establish a fund for 8,000./. 
V.^y^ear for it, and give it to the master/' . He 
hadrlefib.Gun^ Govin Sing as a GentoOilegacy, 
and: be. now deaves the Mussulman as a Maho- 
metiatLLlegady to the Company. Your Lordships 
shiaAljion^Jkear what was the upshot of the whole. 
The iCoBipany soon afterwards hearing that this 
cqUegei'Wdss bteoome the greatest nuisance in 
Calcutta, and that it had raised the cries of all 
the inhabitants against it; one of their servants, 
a Mr. Chapman, was deputed by the Governour, 
Sir John Shore, to examine into it, and your 
Lordships will find the account he gives of it in 
yous Minutes. In short, my Lords, we find that 
this was a seminary of robbers, house-breakers, 
and every nuisance to society, so that the Com- 

VoL. XVI. Z pany 
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> pany was obliged to turn out the master, and to 
remodel the whole. Your Lordships will now 

judge 6f the merits and valut of this, one of the 
sets -off brought forward by the Prisoner, against 
the charges whidi we have brought forward 
against him ; it began in injustice and pecula- 
tion, and ended in a seminary for robbers and 
housebreakers. 

Nothing now remains to be pressed by tpe 

.Upon your Lordships' consideration, but the ac- 
count given by the late Governoiir General £arl 

. Cornwallis, of the state in which he foUnd the 
country left by his predecessor Mr. Hastings the 

.Prisoner at your ban £at patient as I know 
your Lofd^ips to be, I also know thait yc^r 
strength is not inexhaustible, and thoi^h wliat 
I have farther to add will not consume much^ of 

. your Lordships' time, yet I conceii^ dlat tbere 

.'is a neGessrty for deferring it to another day^ > ^ 

[Adjourned*; .--. 
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xnmi DAT or tht uarrT 

(MR. BURKE.) 
MV LORDS, 

I SHOULD duidL it neoessuy to make jhi 
apology to jonr Lonkhips, for appearing 
before you ooe dmy more* if I were inclinedl to 
measure this buamess, either by the standard of 
my own ability, or by my own impatience^ or by 
any supposed impatience of yours. I know no 
measure in such a case, but the nature of the 
subject and the duty which we owe to it. You 
will therefore, my Lords, permit me, in a few 
words, to lead you back to what we did yester- 
day, that you may the better comprehend the 
manner in which I mean to conclude the business 
to-day. 

My Lords, we took the liberty of stating to 
you the condition of Bengal, before our taking 

7. 9 possession 
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possession of it, and of the several classes of its 
inhabitants. We first brought before you the 
Mahomedan inhabitants, >ho had the judicial 
authority of the country in their hands; and we 
proved to you the utter ruin of that body of 
people, and with them of the justice of the 
country, by their being both one and the other 
sold to an infamous woman called Muhny Begum. 
We next shewed you, that the whole landed 
interest, the zelnindars or Hindoo gentry of the 
country, was likewise ruined by its being given 
over by letting it on a five years lease to infamous 
farmers, and giving it up to their merciless exac- 
tions ; and afterwards by subjecting the rank of 
those zemindai-s, their title deeds, and all their 
pecuniary affairs, to the minutest scrutiny, under 
pain of criminal punishment, by a commission 
granted to a nefarious villain called Gunga Govin 
Sing, We lastly shewed you, that the remaining 
third class, that of the English, was partly Cor- 
rupted, or had its authority dissolved; and that 
the whole superintending English control Was 
subverted or subdued ; that the products of the 
country were diminished, and that the revenue^ 
of the Company were dilapidated, by an over- 
charge of expences in four years, to the amount 
of 500,000 /. in consequence of these corrupt, 
dangerous, and mischievous projects. 

We have farther stated, that the Conipany's 

servants 
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servants were corrupted by contracts and joibs ; 
we proved, that those that were not so corrupted, 
were removed from their stations or reduced .to 
a state of abject dependence ; we shewed you 
the destruction of the provincial councils; the 
destruction of the council general ; and the for- 
mation of a committee for no other ends what- 
ever, but for the purposes of bribery, conceal- 

jment, and corruption. We next stated some of 

* < 

the 'most monstrous instances of that bribery ; 
*^ and though we were of opinion, that in none jof 
them, any satisfactory defence worth mentioning 
had been made, yet we have thought that this 
should not l^inder us from recalling to your 
l^ordships' recollection, the peculiar nature and 
cii^euxnstaiices of one of those proceedings. ^ 
, , The proceedings to which we wish to call your 
attentipiai^ are ttiose belonging to the second bribe 
^iveii; <l)y^ tbe Nabob, of Oude to Mr. Hastings. 
JAk- Haiitvngs's own knowledge and opinion, that 
thcitlraoney was set apart for his use, either Jn 
bills or assets, I have before stated ;' and I now 
wish to call yoiir Lordships' minute recollection 
to £he manner in which the fraudulent impeach- 
' ipent of Mn Middleton, for the purpose of stifling 
"an inquiry into that business, was carried on. 
Ydur Lordships will remember that I proved to 
you, upon the face of that proceeding, the col- 
lusive nature of the accusation j and that the 

z 3 real 
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Mr; Hadtii^gs Kcquided th^ {lailyiaedtised^ of 
otie article of the charge, ii#t upon iik^enAtaot 
of the case, contrary to bis own avdwjed;^ de- 
clared, moral bertainty of hib giiiIlt,viHit upoa 
a pretended appeal to the coni^cieiioeiGf 4:beiDaD 
abciised. He did not however give jiim a mxa- 
plete^ formal^ official acquittal, but tefenred d» 
hkktterto the Court of Directors, who cocdd not 
possibly know any thing of the matter, without 
one article of evidence whatever producedat the 
tiine or transmitted. We lastly pi^oved to^pu, 
that, afber finding him goilty of five chatgest and 
leaving the other to the Cotut of Directors, 
Mr. Hastings, ' without any reason assigned, ap^ 
pointed Mm to a great office in the €!onpany's 
service. 

These proceedings were brought before you 
for' two purposes— first, to shew the corrupt 
|rriticrple of the whole proceeding-nr^xt, toishew 
the niahner in which th6 C^npany's i^rvaatdare 
treated. They are accused and ]ierBeouted, until 
they are brought to submit to whatever tcrrms it 
may be thought proper to impose upon tliem. 
They are then fbrmdly, indeed, acquitted of the 
most atrocious crimes charged against thera ; but 
virtually cdndeitmed upon some articles, with the 
sCourg^ hung over th^m ; and in soine instances 
rewatdid by^ the greatest, most honourable, and 

most 
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most fatcraitivie mtuaUons ia the Company's ser« 
vice^iMyhard9^ it in oatbe same ground of the 
wmdgitd, pernicious f and ruinous principles of Mr; 
£bstnigs'a goyemment» that I have charged this 
mth evel'y thing that is chargeable against iiim» 
namely^ that if your Lordships ^ould ratify thos^ 
principled by your acquittal of him,: they become 
principles of government ( liejected, indeed, by the 
Cbmmons, but adopted by the Peerage of Great 
Britain. 

n: There is another article which I have just 
touched ( l>ut which I must do more than barely 
notice^ i^dn account of the evil example of it — 
Z mean the taking great sums of mooeyy under 
pretence of ^n entertainment. Your Loi^ships 
"ii^ pecoUecti that when this business was 
charged against him in India, Mr. Hastings 
neitbtdr^roied nor denied the fact. Confession 
qoald iiotbe there extorted from him. ^e next 
kjppeared before the House of Commons, and he 
stiUb evaded a denial or a confession of it. He 
faatly appeared before your Lordships, and in 
hisi answer to our charge,^ he in the same manner 
€Nrlided either a confession or a denial* He 
forced us to employ a great part of a Session, 
m endeavouring to establish what we have at 
laet established, the receipt of the sums first 
clmrged, and of seven lack? more by him. 
At length the proof could not be ievaded, and 

z'h after 
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after we had fought through all the difficulties 
which the law could interpose in his defence, 
aiid of which he availed himself with a degiiee 
of effironterjT that has, I believe, no exam^de 
in the: world, he confesses; avows, and justifies 
his conduct. If the custom alleged be well 
founded, and be an honourable and a proper and 
just practice, why did4ie not avow it in every pftrt 
Mid progress of our proceedings here? Why 
should he have put us to the necessity • of 
wasting so many months in the proof t)f the 
fact? And: why, afternve have proved it, and 
not before, did he confess it, avow it>^ and even 
glory in it ? 

I must remind your Lordships^ that the stm 
charged to be so taken by way of entertainment, 
made only, a part, a single article^ of the bribes 
charged by Nundcomar, to have been receivedljy 

; Mr. Hastings ;. and when we find him confessing, 
what he could not deny, that single article, and 
evading all explanation respecting the othiers, 

' and>not giving any reason whatever; why one was 
received, and the others rejected, your Lordships 
will judge of the strong presumption of. bis 
having taken them all, even if we had given*" no 
other proofs of it. We think, however, that we 
have proved the whole very satisfactorily. Bot 
whether we have, or not, the proof of a single 
present received is. sufficient j because the prin- 
ciple 



' ciple toiibe ^tabltsbed'reipefetin^^theli^ bribes^ is 
this-^Wh€the#i «r>iiot, 'a Governour General 
paying a vfeitv td any of the poor iniflierable. de* 
pendeni creattme«/ ealled^ Sovereign Prindes in 

- that country, (men w.h&m Mr. Hastings bias him- 
^If declared io be nothing but phAniMds, and 
that they had no oiie attribiJte of soviriBignty 

* about them,) whether, : I say, hefeair' consider 
them to be «ucb sovereign princes, ^ as ^ to justify 

* his taking from them great sums of money by 
way of a present. - The Nabob,* ^ in fact, was not 

^ a sovereign prince; nor a country power in any 
sense, but that which the Company meant to 
exempt from the custom of making presents. 
It was • their ^ design * to prevent their servants 
from availing' themselves bf the reat dependence 
x)f the nommal native powers, to extort money 
from themt undlBr the pretence • of their sove- 
reigntyi'T^uch presents, so for from being volun- 
tary, were in reality obtained from their weak- 
ness, their hopeless and unprdtected condition ; 
and you are to decide, whether or not, this* cus- 
tom, whiiJh is insisted upon by the ^ Prisoner's 
counsel, wiAh great triumph, to be a thing which 

i he could • not evade, without breaking through 
all the usages of the country, arid violating prin- 
ciples established by the most clear law of India^ 

* isto be admitted as his justification. 

' It was on this very account,- namely, the ex- 
tortion 
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tortion suffered bj these people^ undetr the name 
or pretetice of presents, th»t the CdiKy|^M!»y first 
bound their servants by a covenant; whicfe your 
Lordships shall now hear read : — *• That they 
'^ shall not take any grant of iands^ or rents, 
" or revenues issuing out of lands, or iny tefri- 
*^ torial possession, jurisdiction, ddminion^ power 
" or authority whatsoever, from any of the 
*• Indian Princes, Subahs or Nabobs, or any of 
*• their ministers, servants or agents, for any 
*• service or services, or upon any account or 
•^ pretence whatsoever, without the licence or 
^* consent of the Court of Directors;'* 

This clause in the covenant had doubtless a 
regard to Lord Clive, and to Sir Hector Munro, 
and to some others. Who had received gifts, and 
grants of jaghires and other territorial' revenues, 
that were confirmed by the Company ; but 
though this confirmation might be justifiable at a 
time when we had no real sovereignty in the 
country, yet the Company very wisely provided 
afterwai-ds, that under no pretence whatever, 
should their servants have the means of ex- 
torting from the Sovereigns, or pretended sovev 
reigns of the country, any of their lands or 
possessions. Afterwards it appeared that there 
e:tisted abuses of a similar nature, and parti- 
cularly (as was proved before us in the year 
1773, and reported to our House, upon the 

evidence 
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evidence of Mahomed Reza Khan,) the practice 
s^ffreq^ueOftly visiting the princes; and of ex* 
torting, under pretence of such visits, great 
siMSXs of money. — All their servants, and the 
Governour General particularly, were therefore 
obliged to enter into the following covenant:^ — 
•*. That they shall not, directly or indirectly, ac- 
**. cept, take or receive, or agree to accept, take or 
^t receive, any gift, reward, gratuity, allowance, 
*^ donation or compensation, in money, effects, 
V jewels or otherwise howsoever, from any of th« 
" Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs or Nabobs, 
or any of their ministers, servants or agents, 
exceeding the value of 4,000 rupees, for any 
" service or services performed by them in 
^^ ; India, or upon any other account or pretence 
" whatsoever/* 

By Ibis covenant, my Lord, Mr. Hastings is 
fdjrbidden to accept, upon any pretence, and 
liMoider any name whatsoever, any sum above 
4^000 rupees; that is to say, any sum above 
tout hundred pounds^ Now, the sum that was 
h«e received, is 18,000/. sterling, by way of 
a present, under the name of an allowance for 
an entertainment, which is the precise thing 
#hich his covenant was made to plrevent. The 
covenant suffered him to receive 400/. — if he 
received m6re than that inoney, he became a 

criminal ; 
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criminal : he liad broken his covenant, and for- 
feited the obligation he had made with bis masters* 
Think with yourselves, my Lords, what you will 
do, if you acquit the Prispner of this charge. 
You will avow the validity, you will sanction the 
principle of his defence ; for as the fact,' ia 
avowed, there is an end of that. 

Good God, My Lords ! Where are we ?- If they 
conceal their gifts and presents, they are safe by 
their concealment ; if they avow them, they are 
still safer. They plead the customs of the coun- 
try, or rather the customs which we have intro- 
dtiiced into the . country ; customs which have 
been declared to have their foundation in a 
system of the most abominable corruption, the 
most. flagitious extortion, the most di;eadful op- 
pression; those very customs which their cove- 
nant is made to abolish. Think where your 
Lordships are. You have before you a cove- 
nant, declaring, that he should take under no 
name whatever (I do not know how words could 
be selected in the English language more ex- 
pressive,) any sum more than 400/. He says, I 
have taken 18,000 /. ^ he makes his counsel de- 
clare, and he desires your Lordships tq confirm 
their declaration, that he is not only justifiable in 
so doing, but thai; he ought to do so ;' that lie 
ought to break his covenant, and act in direct 
contradiction to it. He does not even pretend to 

say. 
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say^, that this money Was intended, either in- 
wardly or outwardly, avowedly or covertly, for 
the Company's service. He put absolutely into 
his own pocket 18,000 /. besides his salary. 

Consider, my Lords, the .consequences of this 
species of iniquity. If any servant of the Com- 
pany, high in station, chooses to make a visit 
from Calcutta to Morshedabad j which Morshe- 
dabad was then the residence of our principal 
revenue, government ; if he should choose to 
take an airing for his health } if he has a fancy 
to make a little voyage for pleasure as far as 
Morshedabad, in one of those handsome bargeh 
or budgerows, of which you have heard so much 
in his charge against Nundcomar, he can put 
20,000/. into his pocket any day he pleases^ 
in defiance; of all our Acts of Parliament, cove- 
nants, and regulations. 

Do you . make your laws, do you make your 
covenants for the very purpose of their being 
evaded ? lis this the purpose for which a British 
tribunal sits here, to furnish a subject for an epi- 
gram, or a tale for the laughter of the world? 
Believe me^ my Lords, the world is not to be 
thus trifled with. But, my Lords, you will never 
trifle with your duty. You have a gross, horrid 
piece of corruption before you ; impudently 
confessed, and more impudently defended. But 
you will not sufler Mr. Hastings to say, I have 

only 
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only to go to Morshedabad, or to . order the 
Nitbob to meet me halfway, and I can set Mide 
apd laugh at ^1 your covenants and Aetdof Far* 
liament. Is this all the force and power of • th# 
covenant^ by which you would prevent^ tbe aer^ 
vauts of the Company from commiuing ae($^ of 
fraud and oppression ; that they haVe Aotbhig' to 
do but to itmuse themselves with ai toiir of 
pleasure to Morsh^abad,. in order to put a^y 
sum of money in their pocket that they pleaae? l 

But they justify themselves by sayings — siilc^ 
things have beeti practised before. No doubt 
they have; and these covenants were madethi^; 
they should not be practised any more^ But 
your Lordships aie desired to say, that the very 
jcustom which the covenant is made to de^lmy ;^-^ 
the very grievance itself may be pleaded; — 
the abuse shall be admitted to destrjcyy the law 
made to prevent it. It is impossible, I venture 
to say, that your Lordships should act thus. 
The conduct of the criminal is not half so abhor- 
rent as the justification is affi*onting to justice; 
whilst it tends to vilify and degrade the dignity 
of the Peerage, and the character of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain ; before the former aiid 
against the latter of which, such a justification is 
produced in the face of the world. 

At the same time that we call for your justice 
upon this man, we beseech you to remember the 

severest 
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severest justice upon him^ is the tenderest pitgr 
towards the innocent victims ofhis crimes. Cooi- 
^ider what was at that time the state of the 
people, from whom, in direct defiance of his 
covenant, he took this ^um of money. Wefe 
ijiey at this time richer, were they more opulent^ 
was the state of the country more flourishing 
than when Mr. Sumner, when Mr. Vansittart, in 
short than when the long line of Mr. Hastings^s 
predecessors visited that country? No, they wefe 
xiot^^ — Mr^ Hastings at this very time had reduced 
the Nabob's income from 450,000/. sterling n 
year, exclusive of other considerable domains and 
revenues, to 160,000 /. He was indeed an object 
of compassimi. His revenues had not only been 
reduced, during his state of minority, but they 
were xe^uced when he afterwards continued in a 
state ia which he could do no one valid act^ 
and yet,3 in this state, he was made competent 
to give away, under the name of compensation 
for e^ertainments, the sum of 18,000/. ; pier- 
hx^s at that time nearly all he had in the 
worlds 

Look at your Minutes, and you will find Mr. ^ 
Hastings had just before this time said, that th^ 
bread of ten thousand persons, many of them (^ 
high rank, depended upon the means possessed by 
the Nabob for tiieir support j— ^Jiat his heart was 
cut and afflicted to see himself obliged to ruin 

and 
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t;^,gj:eatestf>ait of who8ayetrenf^i^Kig4nM6rsU^ 
ijybojfUMices .weFie now taken i^vs^iK . ^J^mifimom 
ff)(Lyoa wUl forgive me again reoiarkjfi^ J^ytfait 
i§f^jt^i , ^Ature .of the • eagles andquiirQ. geoiermia 
l^jt^ds <;(f .prey,, to fall upoA living bealtby victims^ 
l^^l^ ^^Itures and carrion, crows^jind; birds of 
tjjfi^ ;|;^e. and degenerate kind^ always pr^ upon 
d^^ or^dytng'Carcases. , It is upon ruined bouaQ» ; 
i^i$;.^xin^cayed families ^ it is.upQQ.esAtQt^* 
g^i^ed nobility, that Mr* Hastings: x^hodseajta 
p^j^.and to justify his making them biB»prej}« .:. 
pil^nt #gain we. bear, my Lords, that at is; ^ 
c^stofx^, upon ceremooial and. complimentary, 
visits, to receive these presents. Do njqt'ktus 
deceive o\irse]ves«. Mr. Hastings was tl^iegcetipQn 
nQ^ visit either of ceremony or politick^;^^. he was 
a member, at that time, of the committee: of cdtr. 
cuit, which went to MorshedabadfoirJthc^jpoqpMe^ 
of^establishing a system of revenue in>tfae>coiuitiy$ 
he went. up upon that business, onlyaa>amff!in[h>r 
of. the committee of circuit, for .which-bnsiliesa, 
he was, like other members of the committee: of t 
circuit, amply paid, in a^ldition to bis emolumaUs, 
as^governour, which amounted to about S0»4XX)& ; 
a year; not satisfied with those emolumentSt-and. 
without incurring new. known expends nB^M,wp ^ 
kind pr sort, he was paid for the extra exp^m;e»< 
of his journey, as appears in your Minutes, like - 

other 
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«4ter oiembem of thie caaitxiittee of circuit;. In 
iact he Vi^M on np visit there at all. tie wm 
miereiy executipjg his duty in the settlement -oiT 
-the reveftue, as a menaber of the committee iof 
icircuit. I do not mean to praise the committer 
.of circuit in any :W.ay } God forbid I sJioi^ld .; fc^ 
■we know that it was a committee of robbers. 
He was there as one of that committee/ whi^h 
I am pretty well justified in describing,' as I have 
.done, because the Cpurt of Directors, tc^thcjr 
,with the Board pf Cp^jtroul, did, in the year 
1786, declare ths^t the five year$ settlemen^t 
^which originated in thftt cpmmitteie,) was a thing 
l>QUght and sold ; your Lordships may read .i% 
whenever you please, in the 80th pars^tgraph -cf 

. Your. Loh^hips, are now fully in ppSssei^sipn: p/ 

att the j&ota^i upon which we charge th^ Prispigber 

with ipefjix^alsion J by extbrtiiig pr receiving Iftrgje 

sums of money, upon pretence of . y isits, or in 

,com;p«n8a^ott ,^0^! entertainments. I appeal to 

:y oar Lordships' consciences for ^ seripiis and irft- 

partial: qonsideration of ou;^ charge. This is.ii 

rbu^ness )not to be, hurried oyer in .the.njassi:i^ 

^amodog^t Itheactsofa great rnanj >^l>p mfty hayp 

:his litjtleenours: among his gre^-t services ; no, 

lyoucannoti as a judicial bpdy^ hu^dle^^ll jl^ijs 

into4 hotchpotch, and decide upon it in .%l>eiap. 

rYou will have to a^k yourselves, fc this justifiaj^ 
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by his covenant; isthisjastiiSalbtebyUw} is^ 
justifiable trnder the circumstances crf*'4be pase^ky 
tin enlarged discretion ? hit to be ju8tifie4uiidcr 
any principles of humanity ? Woiidd it be jui^tifi- 
able by local customs, if such were applical>le te 
the case in question ; and even if it were, is it a 
practice fit for an English Govemour ijreberal 
to follow? .: 

I dwell the longer upon this, because tl^e fact 
is avowed ; the whole is an issue of law between 
^s ; whether aGovemowOenend, ii^ suob a case, 
^ought to take such money ; and therefore h^ve 
I finally dismiss it, I beg leave to restate it 
%riefly^ once mOre for yot^r Lordi^ips' const^ 
'deration. 

« 

First I wish to leave fixed in your Lordships' 
minds, what is distinctly fixed, and s&aU never 
go out of ours, that his covenant did not allow 
^ira to take above 400 /. as a present, upcni any 
•pretence whatsoever. 

Your Lordships will observe, we contend, 
that if there was a custom, this cbvemynt puts an 
^nd to that custom. It was declared^ and in* 
vended so to do. The fact is, that if such custom 
existed at all, it was a custom applicable pnly to 
an ambassadour or publick minister, sent on a 
^Ibcessary complimentary visit to a sovereign 
pirincoi We deny, positively, that there is any 
«uie4i general ^ustom^ We^ say, that he never vfis 
X" '^ -'^ * . . ^^Yanv 



filiy ^ucft taIWslef,^f tJtet hfe evfe^ Wetit u|)6tt arr^ 
Melffebm^ithfetf^^^^^ We a»h-rii, tfi^at/^^* 

Klioicrk thfi ttioiley, W ^S doing an act bf cfuitfe 
3K8fti*ei* niittff'fe,' ^Ad fcattte updn thkt busiiieiii 
^n?y to Mb^sheflib^a, the rtsia^rtce of the ^rfnife; 
ifthetouhtty; Nbw, dfo y'dfl call a rfikil, \Wii> fe 
gfting to eJtectite? a cotfrtnfesion, ii fcomhiisSloil 
Mbre severe thatn those issued Against batifcrdpts; 
sF'6iytnmihsio\\ tb tike away hilf' a irfk'n's incotrie, 
aftd to stafve a whole body bf people dep^tidfefr/t 
ttpSti that mcortre; do 'ybti call this a dotti- 
fftittrtiiitiry vt^t> Is this a visit, for which^ i 
fiiatf IS to hav'^ ^ealt efatert^ititnenfs gitfeii ^to ? 
1^0 V the^ptetefice fc/r takfrtg tMis tnofrey, iS tW^rsef 
fhan the act itself. Wheri ar rtiih is goin^ Hbd eJte-' 
^fe iipcta kitother sifcii Wahh crtiefty ; M^ he 
fegbitig^upb^ a service, At which he himsdf says 
Ife ifliiid Iftust revolt ; is that J)r6disfely tlie i hiie, 
Whetiite is^ifcftake front his uifdohe host, ipires^tii ; 
&s if he vi/asvnpoh a visit of cb'mpliMeiit, or about' 
t6 boTifer' 4onte honour or behefit lipon hint, W 
kdgmetithh revenues; id add to liis teWitories, 
8rt6 conclude isome valuable tf'eaty with him? 
Was thfs a prdper time to take at ull fronti kri help- 
tesfii tfiirior, so large i sum t)f money ? Arid hfer§ 
rihkH leave thfe matter for your Ldrdships* cob-' 
sideration, after reminding you, that thfe T>pbi*^ 
tobb is Still ett Mdrshtedibad, *ft d at thief ifleky 
•" • - AA 2 of 
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ef any English gentlemaD, :who maf cboose'to 
take 18,000iL or any other givrnt Busxtof jmansy 
from bim, afler the exaniple of the ^PriaontiF 
at your bar, if it should be sanctioned fayrjMiUIr 
connivance^ Far different was the example ^et 
him -by General Clavering. lii page 1*69, your 
Lordships will find the most honourable testimony 
to the uprightness and fidelity of this meritoriou3 
servant of tlie Company. It runs thus : " Con- 
ceivii^ it to be the intention of the legis^ 
lature, that the Governour General and Memr 
hers of the Council should receive no presents, 
either from the Indian powers, or, any perscms 
whatever, he [G-eneral Clavering] has strictly 
eomplied, since his arrival here, both wkh. the 
i^pirit and , the letter of the Act of . P^Hanieii4^ 
and has accojrdingly returned all the.. presents 
which have been made to. him/' I have dwelt 
thus long upon this subject, not merely > jxpxm 
account of its own corrupt character, which l)ii3 
been sufficiently stigmatized by my honourabjbe 
colleague, but upon account of the principle 
that is Jaid down by the Prisoner, in his jdef/snoe 
of his conduct; — a principle directly leading.-fe^ 
a continuance of the same iniquitous practice^ 
and subversive of every attempt to check, or 
eontrOul it. ,. - . ;,r 

. rl must beg leave to recal your Lordships' 

attention 



attentiob to'^ anadier, i>tit similar instance of bis 
pecutation ; another and new mode of taking 
]j>resents -*^ 1 tfieata> the present wliieh Mr. 
Hasting^ took through. Gunga Govin Sing, from 
thos(3 farmers of the reveniiesj amongst whom ii^ 
had distributed the pillage of the whole country^ 
This scandalous breach of his covenant he 
attempts to- justify, by the inward intentiorfof 
Ms own mind, to apply the money, so taken, 
to the puhlick service. Upon this, my Lords, I 
^hall oiily observe, that this plea of an inward 
intention in his own mind, may, if admitted^ 
jtistify any evil act, whatever, of this kind. Yon 
have seen, how presents^ from the Nabob are 
justified. You have seen, how the taking a sura 
of money, or allowance for entertainment, . di- 
rectly contrary to the covenant, how that h 
attempted to be justified. You see in what 
manner he justifies this last-mentioned act of 
peculation, and your Lordships will now haveto 
decide upon the validity of these pleas. There 
still remains unobserved upon, an instance of his 
malversation, wholly new in its kind, to which I 
will venture to desire your Lordships very se- 
riously to turn your attention. In all the causes 
of peculation, or malversation in office, that ever 
have been tried before this high court, or before 
any lower court of judicature ; in all the judicial 
records of modern crimes, or of antiquity, you wift 

A A 3 not 
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pot ftnd any thing, in any d^ree Iftteit. % 
l^aye %11| in our parly f di^cs^tloni re^ th^ Vemq^ 
Oration^. We read theii), not merely to ipafrTiici 
us, a^ they will do, in the prlpqiples of ^elpquQUcaj^ 
an4 to f^quaint us with th^ mawjers;^ Cc^ton^fl 
and laws of the ancient Romans, of wfaii^ thf^y 
are gn abundant repository; bjut we niay read 
them,; from a ??uch higher mptive^ '\V^e 19^ 
read them, from a motive which the gi^f at fmtlKM[ 
had doybtl^ss in his view, when liy [publishing 
tben^, he lef); to the. worlds and to the latest, 
ppsj^erity^ a, monument,, by wWch it mi^ht Ihj 

se^p, what course a great public^ aOf^usefi^lf 
a great public cause,. QUght to pursue ; and» ^ 
connected with '% what cgijirse Ji^gea pugh$ 
to pursue, in deciding upon ^u^h f^ cause, i^ 
thepe Orations, you. will fin4, almost eyeryin-? 
stance, of rapacity anid peculation, which we 
charge upon Mr. Hastings. Undoubtedly, n^ny 
Koman and English governours, have receive^ 
corrupt gifts and bribes, under various pretraceSii 
But in the cause before ypur Lordships, tjhere 
is one species of disgraqe in the eonduct of the 
party accused, whiqh I defy you to, findiq Ver^Cft^ 
pr in the whole tribe of Roman peculatprsj, in any: 
governour general, pro-consul^ or viceroy, J 
desire you to consider it not intended, in a^ 
other class of crimes, but as a species apa^t by 
itself. It is an individual, a single ca^e \ but^; 

6 is 



k lik^ tbe, phq^qix^ it imkfis a c|^ or.jpeci^ by 
it«^7r-X we£»n.t^e,^u%n^sp qf NobJkissin. ''i:;he 
Vf^o^ tftfeemffQm W», WJW^not^ money, pretended 
t^ fee re^^i^K^d W Iku. . pf entertainment ; it w^ 
9igtlr.nM>Qpy^t;ak^njfrom^a^ general of reye- 

HWi out of an i(^a^ tibat.^^is profits were uo^ 
reasonable, and greater than government ougM 
tp.atIlow'} it waarHQt a dooatioxi fronj ^ great 
m^n> ^s am a^t of bi^. bpi^nty. No j it w^s a sum 
Qt xfiqney taken ftom ^ private individual, 91: 
r^t^er, a;s, has hew proved tp you by Mr, Latkins^ 
^1 Q^^i bp-pk-lfeeper,, w^o^iey l;]^orr9wed, for whicl^ 
^, h^dfengfi^d i^P, give his b^ndt Th^t he had 
^S^t^^ly deposited his. hpnd fpr this money, Mr. 
X^yfkips ha^tjptroved tp you ; apd that the topg 
V^s qajefied.tip Npjt)kis$in's credit, in his acconnt 
with th^ goyejcnme^t. But Mr. Hastings, whjen 
hQ was palled upon for the inpneyj withi^rg^ws th^e 
l>pi)49 he, will Xko\ pay the mpney,^ he refused to 
pay it yppn the applica,tions ipade to him, bpth 
\n ^vf^lsLf ^JxA here at homq ^ and he n.ow comes 
toi your: J^ofdship^, aad says, J borrowed thi^ 
^pney, I intended to give niy bond for it, asji^s 
h^n ^/oved befpre, ypu ; but I must have it for 
gpgj pwp use. We bave he^rd of governour^ 
^eing every thing, that is bad and wicked i but a 
g9(Ver:i?oi;(r, putting himself in the situation of a 
Gornn]^n chg^t, of a ppmmon swindler, peyer was^ 
I bjelie ve^ heard of, since the creation of t^e wqrld, 

A A 4 to 
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id this day. Thid doe^ ofdt taiM;0 1^^ 
Oppressions of power ; thitf does ilotrtaste of tUs 
Ifommon abtises of office ; ^ but itiitTTd^ imy idUiritl 
from one of those base swindling' cases- ihat coons 
to be tried, and heavily pimidfaed in tbe^%fng^ 
Bench every day. This i^, neither more norles^ 
iban a plaiii barefaced cheat; * ^ - - •. • 

'Ndw> fiiy Lords, let usr see how itis'jtistified; 
^o justify dpeilly and directly a cheat ;''^**4t) 
justify a fraud upon ari individual, is reserved 
for our time's. But good Heavens, what n^jnu^ 
tification have We here ! Oh, my Lords, consider 
into what a state Indian corruption baii^brbugbt 
iis in this coutitry, when any person ea^ be 
found to come to the bar of the House! t)f Loitds^ 
and say, I did cheat ; I did defraud"; Tdid pra^ 
inise and gave my bond, 1 have now witbdrawii 
it; but I will account for it to you as^tonatgat^ 
of robbers concerned with me in'the^itrahs- 
action. I confess I robbed this mad, ia»t Ivfavrfe 
acted as trustee for the gang. Ob^drve ^Kat '^ 
have done for the gang; come for^i^ardiiMr. 
Auriel, aiid prov^ what handsome budgerbws^i 
gave the Company ; were not they elegantly 
painted, beautifully gilt, charming and commo- 
dious? I made use of them as long as Lfaad 
occasion; and, though they are little Worse "fbr 
W^w, and would hardly suffer the least pei*- 
irentage deduction from prime cost upon theni^ I 

gave 



J5««?tiiiem tD^the €dmpa^^^ djdlnotfptit 

tfete moiiejritito Hrjrowii pocket 5/ 1 ]t)fO!9ided^^ 
fBytfclfi land wore a^suit of iac6 clothes, '*whenoi 
was Jewibail for sdme df thfe Gomp'injr,^ it ^mffl 
imrn^^for it is teif dly the %ors€f &>]* we^r; i^iodgh 
I appeared' two or ttiree times in'dii^refit^cbaKra& 
ters, as bail for you^'on' siich ^ud such' aaoaai^ 
ifibn ; I therefore set off these itemfe s^instvihis 
?iaone}v which I gained by swandlingfimtyoaB* 
^count. It is true I also piekisdiSQch ar blKTB 
psoeket of a watch ; here it is j I have wornuil 
190^ long as it was' convenient jvnow I give flte 
^atch to the Compaaiy,' and let them senMJriiit 
t6 the pawnbroker for what it will bring. wBa* 
jides "all this^ Imaintained aid-de-camps for yoil; 
and givfe them hbilse rent, (by the wayj my 
sljords^^ ^ what SOTt of aid-de^camps were ttesef . 
iSTihomade him a military man, and to have such 
iBLflegioal«>f aid-de-caraps ?) But^ says hei 'I psdd 
inKKd t&at for them ; that is, in » other words^Ml 
^2tid»t night' cellars and bouses in Saint Gilea^a, 
sbtp^nce a week for some of the gang. (TAai, 
ttnyEordsi is the real spirit of the* whdle^pife- 
vctedifig, and* more especially of the last item 
mit.y Then,' says he, I was the gang's schoo|- 
'masterj and taught lefesons on their account* :! 
-£iunded a Mahomedan school ; (your IxHrdsbips 
hovealready heard something of this i^ameftil 
'. afiatT/ of this^ scene of iniquity, I thiiik^* isiieh 
.v^s . iniquity 



iniquity ^9 tl^e wcprld oisyer- yet ]»4^V^^1^ 

and I bore th^ ejqpeoce of itfraoipScfpt^^ 
1*7^0^ whian I placed ^s^ pjifofesaor tfaeri^; (a1U4 
IfugedO'deo. This l^ugeckO'deo ^9^tof^^ 
fact m^D by contract, inall tke arts and^susienc^ 
in «bput SIX months; and the; chief pi^ppsa of ihi^ 
ipckoal waSf as Mr. ^astingsb hinftself teHh yo^ fed! 
Ipceed ^heokigiansi magistratea s^dqipl^vieaythfi^ 
is ^ say,; judges and doctors of la;v^, ^hq were to 
1^ aometbing Uke our n^aptei^s. ia Ch^i^c^ry,; tk« 
asjses^ors of judges^ to assist, them in their judg* 
«ients« Such was the coUe^C: fQun4e4, by Mi^ 
H»stin^i* m^ ho ; S9<^ afterwairds ^^qpuropriat^ 
oiie of the Company^ -estates (| aoii speaking 
of matte<« of pubfHck notoriety) worlih 3»p00 L a 
y^r, for it^ support. Heaven be ^praised; that 
Mr. Hastings,' when he wa>s resolved to be pioijia 
^d n^unificent, and to be a great founder, chose 
aMahomedan rather tha^ a Christian fbuuda^ 
tiouy so that our reli^on was not disgraced hyi 
sudi a foundation. •. ... 

n . ■ - 7 ■ ■ ... 

. Observe how he charges the e^ence of thj^ 
foundation f?o the Company twioj^ cfvei:-7:he fi^ 
ms^.^s tbem set asiide an; estate of SjiQOQ/. ^ yje^ 
^r its support. In what manner this income^ ^^ 
^plied during Mr. Hastings's, stay in Ii|dkt» no 
man living knows y but we know that at his dei^ 
pauftMre, on^ of the last ^c^. ho did, w;ajjj to desifs 
i it 






it 4ba^*^9*pH4 i^ tji? JMtudft of M^ge^Q'rdpu 

%\x^tq thk <fpl|e!ge. I fflwst bqw |qtrQ4m5^ y<HWi 
lijifdal^ipg:^ the Iftsti yi»tatipar tJiaft iira$ ffij4« 4i 
^ coltegiv. ft Mtw Misite^ by a?d^? ^ o^ Xr(|^ 
CbrnwaUifti i|i ^ year i788, ?upa« Ithft^^W^ 
pd8^ipt$ made; sgiMWfc it^ wWcfe J h^Vft; aly«ii4a^ 
fPIPl9tij99ed W y<?ur LpfldsliiifSj t2)»tMiM»iai,Aifi4k 
of £|t|i,/\j^ri«ip>i»Pji wisely, Mr» ClvowinMk ^hfh 
yim^ th^ vi«|o?jr Wid tt^e^ettd of Mr. H^9t«[^¥ 
^i/ei!d^v& that be jpould ppt^it in^ i^ c^veti for a ^m 
ttusutf^ } his wprijs.ai:^, '' The wet(*«d, ^qiMJU 
^« lid jSgyres, l?hat ftpga qwry p^art rap Qli|tf«pik9 
'^: mk appealed to W WPre l^ any tbi|>g e^t 
M thar« studentg.-V Ie^ fp^t a uoivers^l pj*t^ 
waa raised by: thp whftte city against ife not, ©n^jfe 
a^ a riE^j^taele of ev[$ry kind of abu§ie j »oi piil)^ 
of filth and excrements, which made it sjii^i^i jf^ 

t^ Q^iiral nps^riist buit; of w<^9e #th» which 
9a44 |t?in?j^rably p^Dsiye to the moral nofttipii* 
pf ^yery inhabit4n»tf Siwb is the acewiifi gi«e» 

Pi? a. cpilegQ s^ppo^ted at aji expence pf Q^QfiPik 
a y*ar,: (a bandsoqoe foundatiPa fpr a college) 
aM; for building which> the CompMky ^wan 
pbsy^d 5,0Q0(. ; thpugh no youoheii of ita 
expenditure were ever given by Mr. HastingSij 
Ijiifiti t^$ i^ npt a]|l. When Lord Goirn waUis camc^ 
t<giip^ire injta it, be foun^^ that Muged O -den 

had 
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had sctnk the income' of the estate jfrom^idOOi.* 
to 9,000/; a yean In short> that it had ba^iFfi^ 
seene of pecalatiofi, both 'by the masters^' and 
sidiolars,- as well as of abandonment t& ev^ykind 
ef vicious and licentious courses; and. idl this 
without the shadow of any benefit h&viin^beeii 
derived from iti The visitors expi^issly in- 
^iiked^^ whether there was any good mixed ^ with 
aU' this evil; and they found it was all bad 
and miscbievous, from one end to the other. 
Your Lordships will remark, that the greatest 
part of this disgusting business must have heen 
known to ISf r^ Hastings when he gave td Mugcd 
O'den the disposal of 3,000/. a year.-— Anii now, 
iny Lords^ can you vote this money, expended in 
the manner which I have stated to you, to be a 
set-off in his favour, in an account for money 
which was itself swindled from a private indi- 
vidual? - 
' But there still remains behind another more 
(erious matter belonging to this affair^ and I hope 
you will not think that I am laying too imich 
stress cupon it, when 1 declare, that if I were to 
3el^ct from the whole of his conduct ope thing 
more dishonourable than another to the British 
nation, it would be that which I am now about 
to mention. I will leave your Lordships to judge 
pf the sincerity of this declaration, when you 
shall have_ heard read a paper produced by the 

Prisoner, 



f j^iMHeri in jusHfication of conduct, sac^ ais v{ 
Jiave statied bis to have been* ' It is the' razjmatns^ 
s$» attestation of Munny Begciin, (the /woom^ 
^om Mr. Hastings; placed in tbe seat of jostioe 
i^ that country) concernii^ this cdlege^/amd^ 
precisely at the time of this inquisition by Ixird 
CornwalKsy into the management of' it. ^j^oitir 
Lordships will see what sort of things attesitatioof 
are from that country; that they are attesta*- 
iiQiQiS procured in diametrical <:oiUradiction n^ 
1^ certain knowledge of the p^rty . at&stingu 
Jt is in page ^350 of your Minates. Indeedp 
n^XrOrds, these axe pages, which, unless they 
;ure >6fiaeed by your judgment,' will rise up in 
judgment' s^inst us, some day^or other^ .. ^ , ^ 

/>*•*. He [Mr. Hastings] respeqted the leame4 
^f uand usise men, and in-order for4h€ propaga. 
" tion of learning, he built a college, and 6% 
*^;jdowed it witha provision for the maintenance 
^fof the students, insomuch that thou^mdsreap.- 
.'f iag the benefits thereof offer up their prayer?^ 
f* for the prosperity of the King of Englandi 
*^iand for the. success of the Company.'- . ; 



vl must here remind your Lordshqjs of another 
attestation of the 3am^ cha^racter, and.ta:*^ 
same effect. It comes froi:n 'Mahomed . Bezf 
^han, who,, as your liordships .will rem^mber^ 

had 



rittialAOti of ihbhighist tti^iktd:ik^^(fckyi ^^ 
an isjsbifi^ df ftrieabf^ iai^n^, ib'ifAeWiidM- 

tMx6d. Th» man i« mad^ f <y «ira^fk«i;e ' ]^kW, 
ithAko.ibtk the dlUgnide saii it^t^^iAt''i6iAh 
Wiihtry, by bearihg his teStfihdtfjr to t'Sffr liiferttS 
W this very collfege. 

'• I hop6 Jrout LordSMps Ifrill tteVei" Idse si^f of 
this aggravatihg dfcumateiflce of the VM<Aiet*h 
tfritttttalfty ■} nanteiy, that you never nirtf Stff 
Wk^d, frauduleftt, aiid drirtinal act,! ih \^i^h 
)^6tt do not find t*e peirotis who sjiflTei^d" by iti 
iihd.mii«t have b^tt #ell aoqiKlilrited "wJfli It, itd 
be the ve*y pirtcins^whi* art^ fcrt>ti^t'td''i*t«Jst 
in its favour. O Heaven ! but let shiune for one 
tttomettt teil it^ faicfe; let mdignatldn Ufabpress 
ita feclfiig^, "whilst tkg2an call upQh you l6 view 
nil this as a ifiere s^windKng trafiijadtion^ in ^hicli 
the Prisoner was ktieti^iirg tottefraud Ihe Cdm- 
pmy. Mr. llastitigs haS dedaredj arid you WiQl 
find it upoti the Coinpany-si records, thaS this 
institution (which fcddt the Gbifipaiiy riot' less 
than 40,000 /. in on6 Way or other) did not coml 
mence before October, in the year I78O ; and 
hiB brings it before the Board in April i*^!, that 
fe about isix moAths after it^ fbundattfon. Now 
look at his other account, in which h^ niakes it 
to begin in the year 1779, and iri which he has 

therefore 



iimi^re overcharged the exp^ce&^f jt a ^»bo\e 
year; but Mr. Ifitkm^ '^ho kept thk latter 
accooat £»:. him^ may^ hat^ been iba^^Ciiui^aMi 
<IMd Heaveios, whet^.are^^W^^^^ Mn HiMiiligfi^ 
who was bred ma accountant^ wfap was bMd 4ii 
dl sorts ^ trade axfed business^ dedai^l thd^ fai 
keeps DO accounts^ Then comes Mr. LsuiciblP^ 
who keeps aa account - for^him $ but lie kei^ 
It: false account. Indf ed» all Uie accounts^ from 
India, from oiie end to anotheri,ai*e nothing but 
4. series of fraud, .while Mr« Qastingd was icon^ 
ceiiied in themi Mr* Larking who keep9 his 
private accoutit just as his master kept the pub- 
lid^ ack^ounts, faa3 swindled from the Compiiny 
a whole year's expences of this college. I fi&oul4 
not thus repeatedly dwell upon tbia transact ioii> 
tot because I vsjsh your Ix)rdsbips to be cautious 
liow yo\i admit such accounts at all to be given 
an Biddiekicer into the truth of which you cannot 
penetrate in any regular, way* liTpon the face 
of the two accounts there is a gross^fnrad. I It 
fsi no matter which is true or false ; as it is^ail 
account which you are in no situation to decide 
iiponk I lay down this as a fi:xed judidial Tule^ 
that no judge ought to receive an account (which 
is ii3 serious a part of a judicial proceeding an 
can be) the correctness pf, which he has no 
means of ascertaining, but must depend upon 
the sdle word of the accountan t^ 

Having 
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Having , Stated therefore/ tb(?Mtiif6)^i.tii$ 
offeiicet: which . diners nothing from # cotmiMfft 
dog-trot :fVau(}, such as wje ^seie. amor^gal;^!!^^ 
^meanest of iijankiqdi-ryQur Lprdsfaips \4U k» 
.cautious how you ^droit these,' jor any x)fiherrof 
hia .pJieit ended seryicesy to l>e ; set off against his 
,crijnie& These stand on record confessed be^ra 
you; the former, of which you can form no J list 
eatiaiate» and into Avhich you cannot enter, rest 
for their truth upon his own assertions ; and they 
^1 are found, upon the very, face of them, ta 
;carry mairks of fraud as ' well as of wickedness^ > 

I have pnly further to observe to your Lord^ 
^hips, that this Muged OMen, who, under Ahe 
patroinage. of Mn Hastings, . was to : do all thSse 
wonders. Lord Cornwallis turned out of his 
office, with every mark, of disgrace, jHrheh: lie 
attempted to put into some more/ respectable 
.«tate, that establishment which Mr i Hastings 
Jiad made a sink pf /abuse. ; , : ,.: :: 

I .here conclude all that I have to say < upon 
this business, trusting thai your Lordships. wfll 
feel yourselves more offended, and. justice more 
insulted by the defence, than by the Icriminpl 
acts of the Prisoner at your bar ; apd that your 
l.ordships will concur with us in thinking, that 
to make this unhappy people make these attes- 
tations, knowing the direct contrary of every 
word which they say to be the truth, is a sliock- 

ing 



aiK<4MfttlMr<^8tooir; Ait:'- ^ 

it^' algrti'MkllMi «#^ hkr goitt I say thei^ tnast 
Isttm^ki' Fdi'- Lord Oortiwallis tells you, it ik* 
nM6rk>iii»;i • atid if you think fit to inquire iv^jonV} 
ymi^ll fiad that it was unusually. notoHous. ' ' 
v'Myliords, we have now brought to a coocte' 
ston our observation upon the effects produee(f 
by that mass of oppressions which we have istated* 
aid: proved before your Lordships ; namely, liES 
effects upon the revenues, and upon the publick 
serrants of the Company. We have shewn yott 
hc*w gtestly the forn^er wei'e diminished, and in 
what manner the latter were reduced to the 
wc^St <tf ail bad states, a state of subserviency 
to'the wHl of the Govemour General. I have 
shews) your Lordships that in this state they 
were not only rendered incapable of performing 
thiefir own duty, but were fitted for the worst of 
all purposes, co-operation with him in the per- 
petration* 6f his criminal acts, and collusion with 
him in the concealment of them. I have lastly 
to speak of these effects, as they regard the 
generai st^ite and welfare of the country. And 
here: your Lordships will permit me to ^ read the 
evidbnce given by Lord Cornwall is, a witness 
called by the Prisoner at your bar, Mr. Hastings 
himsdf. 



The evidence of Lord CornwalHs, page 2721 : 
. ?^^Whether your Lordship recollects an ae- 
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'*• count that you hafve given to nthQ« Cevijrt of 
Directors,iifi your letter of the Sid of August 
17^99 ^concerning tlie state of. » those .«pro- 
" vincea? .A. I really could jDOt .venture, to 
*•*: be particular as to any, letter I may have 
** written so long since,, as >I havei>roBgbt no 
V copies . of my . letters with me from .IndiOf 
^* having lef It • them at Bengal when ,1 .went . to 
•• the coast. — Q. Whether your Lordship recol- 
^* lects in any letter, that you wrote about, the 
^* 2d of August 1789, paragraph 18, any ie:^pres- 
•* sions to this , effect, namely, * I am sorty to 
** be . obliged . to say, that agriculture ' and in- 
" ternal commerce have, for many years,. Jbeen 
•* gradually declining, i and that at present ex- 
cepting the class of shrofl& and bajf}yanj9» who 
reside almost > entirely in great towns. [ the 
inhabitants of these provinces were advancing 
hastily to a general state of poverty ^and 
wretchedness ;* whether your Lordship recol- 
lects that you have written a letter^ to . that 
effect ? A. " I cannot take upon me to:rec(rf- 
" lect the words of a letter that I have written 
?• five years ago, but I conclude I must have 
written to that effect. — Q. Whether your Lord- 
ship recollects, that in the immediately fol* 
lowing paragraph, tl^e 19th, you wrote to this 
"effect : * In this description, namely the fore- 
^* gone description, I must even include ahbost 

** every 
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,V every zemindar in the Company's territories, 
^ which, though it may 'have been partly occa- 

:**8ioned by their own indolence and extra- 
^* vagance, I am afraid must also be in a great 
••* ' measure attnboted to the defects of , our 
f* former system of mans^ineBt^ paragi^sph 20. 

if^ The settlement, in conformity to yovtt tmder^f 

^^* will only be made for ten years certain^with 
?* the notification of its being your intention to 

f declare it a perpetual, an unalterable assess- 
f* ment of these provinces, if the amount and 
** the principles upon which it: has been made 
•• should meet with your approteation ;*: whether 

, " your Lordship recollects to have written some- 
•• thing to the effect of these two last paragraphs 
*• as. well as of the first? ^. I do recollect that 

/^« I did write it; but in that letter I alluded to 
.** the former system of annual assessments. 
^ — Q. Whether your Lordship recollects, that 

, ** you wrote on or about the 18th of September 
^111789, in one of. your Minutes, thus, * I may 

>• safely assert, that one third of the Company fs 
^ territory in Indostan, is now a jungle inhabited 

. '*^i only by wild beasts ; will a ten years lease 
**J induce any proprietor to clear away that 
''^jungle, and encourage the rajotto .come and 

;f^ cultivate his lands, when at the end of that 

. ** lease he must either submit to be taxed ad 
H i0ntt4m for the newly cultivated lands, or Jose 
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** aH hopes of deriving :any benefit frood .his 
** JdlKMjr, for which perhaps by -ihat tinl^: be 
*^ will hardly be repaid r' whether yoor Lprd^bq^ 
** recollects a Minute to that effect? XI per* 
** feotly recollect to have writtep that ]V(inute<. 
•^ — Q. Now with respect to a letter, dated Isfo^ 
** vember the Sd, 1788, paragraph 38, containing 
'^ the following sentiments : < I shall therefore 
^ only remark in general, that from* frequent 
^'changes of system or other reasons, much is 
^^wantingtta: establish good order and regula*- 
tkins in the internal business of the country^ 
and, that frctoi various causes, by far the 
" greatest part of the zemindars, and other 
^' landholders and renters, are fallen into a state 
*' much below that of wealth and affluence; this 
'•^ oountry, however, when th^ fertility of \ its 
^* soil, and the industry and ingenuity of its 
^* numerous inhabitants are taken into consi- 
** deratjon, must unquestionably be ladmitted 
** to be one of the finest in the world ; and, 
" with the uniform attention of government to 
'^ moderation in e5caction, and to a due admi- 
** nistration of justice, may long prove a source 
•^ of great riches both to the Company and to 
'* Britain. Paraftrdph 39> I am persuaded, th^t 
** by a train of ^judicious measures; the land 
♦* revenue of these provinces is capable in tim« 
of hem^ increased ;* but consistent with :tbe 

principles 






*S pritacipleisi of humanity^ iind even those 0f your 
^ owii inter^t, it is ctaiiy by ackiptiiig meatotrds 
^ fof the gtadntt cultivation ^ and ktipr^vement 
^> of these waste lands^ and :by a gentle and 
*'^ cautious plailfbr the resumption of lands that 
^ have been fraudulently alienated, Uiatifcdughft 
9^ ever to be attempted to be acconiplidied^ 
^ Men of speculative and sanguine 4lispo9rtidni$; 
" and others, either from the ignorance of the 
** subject, or with views of recommending them^ 
^ sdves to your fkvour, may confidently bold 
^ forth specious grounds to encourage yxm to 
^ h(^e, that a great and immediate accession to 
*-^ tlmt branch of your revenue might be prats 
** ticablej my publick duty obliges me to cau- 
^ tion you, in the most serious manner, against 
^ listening to . propositions which recommend 
** tiiis attempt^ because I am clearly convioced, 
^ that if carried into execution the v would b6 
^*' attended with the most baneful consequences. 
*• Paragraph 40. Desperate adventurers, with-* 
V out fortune or character, would undoubtedly 
^ 4ie foimd, as has already been too often expe- 
** rienced, to rent the different districts of the 
^f country at tlie highest rates that could be put 
*V upon them; that the delusion would be of a 
^* short duration, and the impolicy and ^bu^ 
*• wianity of the p3an would, when perhaps too 
*♦ late for effectual remedy^ become apparent by 
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'' the complaints of the people^^nd die ^dis^* 
V pointments at the treasury in the payments 
*^ of the revenue, and woiild probably 'tearminate 
*^ in the ruin and depopulation of the^unfbrtii- 
" nate country }• whether yout Loniahipiiecot* 
^ lects to have written any thing to thatie£fect 
^* about that tiine ? A. I perfectly recollect 
•* having written the extracts that have, been 
« read/' . ?/ 

My Lords, Lord Corn wallis has been called, 
he has been examined before you. We stopped 
our proceedings ten days for the purpose of 
tiarking his evidence; We do not regret this de- 
lay ; and he has borne the testimony which you 
fa&ve heard, to the effects of Mi% 'Hastings'$ 
government ; of a country once the most fertile 
and cultivated ; of a people the most industiious, 
flourishing, and happy ; that the ohe;was wasted 
and desolated* the other reduced to a condition 
of want and misery; and that the zemindars, 
that is the nobility and gentry of the country, 
were so beggared, as not to be able to give even 
a' common, decent education to their children, 
notwithstanding the foundation of Mr. Hastings's 
colleges. You have heard this noble person, who 
had been an eye-witness of what he relates, sup- 
plicating for their relief, and expressly stating, 
that most of the complicated miseries, aiid per- 
haps 



h^ps the crueiest of the afflictiona tbey endured-, 
atx>9efroin the management of the country; having 
|)een taken out of the hands of its natural ruiers^ 
and given up to Mn. Hastinga's farmers, namely^^ 
the banyans of Calcutta. These are the things 
that ought to go to your Lordships' hearts^ .Tow 
see a country wasted and desolated.^ YQU;8ee'a 
thirdof it become a jungle for wild beasts* .Yoci 
see the other parts oppressed by persons mtht 
form and shape of men, but with all the character 
said disposition of beasts of prey. This (State of 
the country is brought before you, and by^the 
most unexceptionable evidence, being brought 
forward through Mr. Hastings himself. Xhis 
evidence, whatever opinion you may entertain 
of the eflrontery or of the impudence of the 
criming who has produced it, is of double^and 
treble fbree; And yet at the . very time . when 
3u)rd Comwallis is giving this statement of the 
country and its inhabitants, at the very time 
when he is calling for pity upon their conditioin 
arer these people brought forward, to. bear testis 
mony to the benign and auspicious government 
of Mr. Hastings, directed, as your Lordships 
know it was, by the merciful and upright Gunga 
Govin Sing, / 

My Lords, you have now the evidence of Lord 
Cbrnwallis on the one hand, and the razanamas 
of India on the other. Butbefpre I dismiss th^s 

3 B 4 part 
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I^Mt^f my «ubjecti'i»iauite ealtyoor'&avdsUpflT 
MAentian to anio£h6r»itlKmty:; toa'deolarstidta 

Iiidkii pf otmodft were' MducM, \itiid( afiv&d op 
fma^fis,' ifhiisfa they liAirr' si^fered dttckig ihe 
gotenmieiit^ of Mr:* Ha^thigg;} • I speak of the 
Aet^24r Geoi, S. oaep. ^: mtttufle^' -^ Aok^Aat 
M fi)r ttei bortter llegttlatttori n^Msmgemeaiii 
4* tbe Affirtrr of ^the East India C<nap&ayi: and 
V ofvdie BfiUshi Posaiesftions in jfimdia ^ afidr.for 
^ eltablisiiing .« Coiirt of JutdiGatme fdv itfaae 
^ tno^e speedy and effeMioal IFrisd^ JRearsoM 
^f^aecmed of Ofietiees isorntnitted' io odie JSntf 
^Indies:'' § 30. i ^ i ) ./- ;:i:. 

< My Lords, here ia an Act of Fatriiametit? bfen 
ard regulations enacted in consequeitoe of an 
inquiry which had been directed to be/made into 
tbe grievances of India fbr the redress^ «ef thtar; 
This Act of Parliament declares the : efxfBtencfe 
of oppressions in the country^ What opprtssions 
were they ? The oppressions which it isufierfid 
by being let out to the farmeis ef the C!oaipany '« 
tevencies«> Who was the persion that scdd'tbeae 
risveiiues to the farmers? Warren Hastibgs* 
By wliom were thesb oppr^sibns notified toikt 
Court of Directors ? By Lord Cornwallir* Up<>a 
What occasion were these letters written by my 
jbord Cornwailis ? They were answers to im 
^liiries made by the Court of Direetorsy »nd 
1 ordered 



Dfdiered » By ^ai Act of JRai«liaiQeRt - ta tie'' mnif^ 
Tim :ekktenQe tfaecr of thegrjevftQce^ and^ite 
cause of tbetti»^:afe;ex|>ressly:de«]ai1ed4tt flttrAol 
of Parliament../ lit orieraiiii iTHfimyfWdfhmA 
Corowallis, in consequence of thalitiquiry^ ImJUdr 
wits to tb^ Qouirt of Pimctom tfals: vecji infoc- 
mation ; he\^yeif^ou this identical ^tato ^f^lke 
cioiintry; so tfett it is consolidated^ fiaii;e(L>and 
imboimd with an Act of Far]jftine]:itt;it9elf» which 
ao.]Bower on.eartb, I triisl;> h\kt t3^ pof^er tit^at 
made it, can. shake* 1 truat^ Lsa^^. that^neitiier 
ive ih^ Commons*: lUHT you. the L^diS^ noirJm 
Majesty the sovereign of thta dountryit^ftn shake 
ORe word of this Act of Parliaiaeptj'-r-cao iliv»^ 
iidate^ the tmth of its declaration^ or the authority 
of the persons^, men of high botiour and cha*^ 
racier^;. tli^ mada that inquiry jEUid this. report. 
Ytaar Lordships must xepeaL this Act in ordet to 
acqirit Mr, Hastings*, . ^ . 
J :Bai Mt. Hastings and his . counsel .have, pro^ 
chieed eyidence .^gainst t^s Act of Parliament^ 
againistithe oi^der of the Cdurtof I>inec!tors,i by 
vfaicb an ihquiry and report weiie made Mnder 
Hmt Act, tgSinst Lord CornwaUis^a retur4fv? to 
tliat* inquiry ji aad now^. once for sAlf hear.whdt 
the miserabte wretches aris thendiselves joaado tt) 
jsay, to invalidate the Act of Farliam^frt^ to.in* 
Mlidate.the authority of the Couit of Director!, 
to invalidate the evidence of an official return of 

Lord 
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Lord Corn walits under the Act. Pray Hear -what' 
these miserable creatures describe as-'an EJrysium; 
[peaking with rapture of their satisfaction uader 
the government of Mr. Hastings, r 

^* All we Zemindars, Choudries, and Talook- 
** dars of the district of Akbamagur, commonly 
^ called Raje Mhal, in the kingdom of Bengal^ 
*^' have heard, that the gentlemen in England 
^- a^e displeased with Mr. Hastings, on suspicion 
**^ that he oppressed us inhabitants of this place, 
•• took our money by deceit and force, and ruined 
*• the country; therefore we, upon the strength 
•* of our religion and religious tenets, which we 
*' hold as a duty upon us, and in order to act 
** conformable to the duties of God, in deliver- 
" ing evidence, relate the praiseworthy actions, 
*^ full of prudence and rectitude, friendship and 
" politeness of Mr. Hastings, possessed of great 
** abilities and understanding, and by represent- 
** ing facts, remove the doubts that have posv 
•* sessed the minds of the gentlemea in'£ngland ; 
^ —that Mr. Hastings distributed protection 
•^ and security to religion, and kindness and 
^ peace to all; he is free from; the charge of 
^ embezzlement and fraud, and that his heart is 
** void of covetousness and avidity : during the 
" period of his government, no one experienced 
** from him other than protection and justice, 

** never 






**^ never having felt hardships from him, nor did 
•^ <thepoor ever know the weight of an oppres- 
^^ ^ive hand from him. 

" Our characters and reputations have always 
•' been guarded in quiet from attack by the 
** vigilance of his power and foresight, and pre- 
*^ served by the terrour of his justice; he never 
*^ omitted the smallest instance of kindness and 
*^ goodiiess towards us and those entitled to it; 
*^ but always applied by soothings and mildness 
**' the salve of comfort to the wounds of affliction, 
not allowing a single person to be overwhelmed 
by despair; he displayed his friendship and 
** kindness to all ; he destroyed the power of the 
enemies and wicked men by the strength of his 
terrour; he tied the hands of tyrants and op- 
pressors by his justice, and by this conduct he 
secuted happiness and joy to us; he re«esta- 
•* blished the foundation of justice, and we at all 
trmeS|' during his government, lived in comfort 
and passed our days in peace; we are ihanyj 
many of us satisfied and pleased with him. As 
Mr. Hastings was perfectly well acquainted 
" with the manners and customs of these couw 
•* tries, he was always desirous of performing 
•* that which would tend to the preservation of 
Mfom* religion, and of the duties of our sects; 
** asnd guard the religious customs of each from 
"the effects of misfortune and accidents; in 

** every 
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•< every sense he treated us with dttdfitlon wA 
!* respect ; we have represfiutedj. without decfeifr, 
" what we have ourselves fileen, and th**&cts 
V that happened from him/'— Thift my Lords, 
b in pagit 2974 of the printed Minutes^ - 

•. My Lords, wc s^are you the reading rf a 
great nutober of these attestations; they are^ all 
written in the same style y and it must appes^ 
ioj^r Lordships a little extraordinary, that as 
they axe. said to be totally voluntary, as th^ 
(People are represented to be crowding to make 
these te^imonials^ there should be such an 
unison in the heart to produce a lajiguage th^t 
is so uniform, as not to vary so much as m a 
single tittle; that every part of the eouatrjr, 
tvery province, every district, men of every cast, 
afid of every religion, should all unite ift express^ 
ing theii' sentiments in the very same woixlfil, And 
in the very same phrases. I must fairly aay,' it 
is a kind of miraculous concurrence, a nnracu- 
lous gratitude. Mn Hastings says, that gratitude 
is lost in this part of the world« There it blotots 
and flourishes, in a way not to be described. 
In proporticMi as you hear of the miseries find 
distresses of these very people, in the same ^iro^ 
portion do they express their comfort and satis^ 
faction, and that they never knew what a 
grievance was of any sort. Lord Cornwallis 

finds 



finds them * aggrieved, the Gourt of Directors 
find them aggrieved, the Parliament of Great 
Britain find them aggrieved, and the Copnt iiere 
find them ^grieved, Jbut thdy never founi 
themselves aggnieved. Their being turned out 
of house and home, and having all their land 
given to ^farmers of revenue for five yeansK' to 
Fiot in, and despoil them of ^1 they had^ k 
what fills them with rapture. They are the qq}|i 
(>eople9 £ believe, upon the fade of the ^rth# 
that have no complaints to make of their g^vernt 
me^t, in any instance whatever. Theirs n^ust 
he something superior to the government df • 
angels, for I verily believe, that if one out of 
the choir of the heavenly angels were sent td 
govern theearth, such is the nature of man, that 
many would be found discontented with it. But 
these: people have no complaint, they feel no 
haidships^ no sorrow ; Mr. Hastings has realized 
more than the golden age. I am ashamed fof 
human : nature, I am ashamed for our govern^ 
mexBt, I am ashamed for this court of justicer 
that these things ane brought before us ; but her# 
they are, and we must observe upon them^ 

My IxntcIs, we have done on our part; .we 
have made out our case ; and it only remains fw 
me to make a. few observations upon .what M^i 
Hastings has thought proper to put forward in 
his Qefeneci Does lie meet our ease with ;Miy 
) thing 
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thing but these general attestations, upon Whieli 
I must first remark, that there is not otie sirigle 
matter pf fact touched upon in them j.yotir 
Lordships will observe, and you may htm t them 
out through the whole body of your Mitmtes, 
that you do not find a single fact mentioned in 
any of them. But there is an abundance of 
panegyrick, and if we were doing nothing but 
making satires, as the newspapers charge us with 
doing against Mr. Hastings^ panegyrick would 
be a good answer. 

But Mr. Hastings sets up pleas of merit upon 
this occasion j now, undoubtedly no plea of merit 
can be admitted to extinguish, as your Lordships 
know very well, a direct charge of crime ;. merit 
cannot extinguish crime ; for instance, if Lord 
Howe, to whom this country owes so much as it 
owes this day for the great and glorious victory 
which makes our hearts glad, and I hope will 
ensure the security of this country ; yet tf Lord 
Howe, I say, was charged with embezzling the 
King's stores, or applying them in any matiner 
unbecoming his situation, to any shameful or 
scandalous purpose; if he was accused of taking 
advantage of his station to oppress any of the 
captains of his ships ; if he was stated to have 
gone into a port of the allies of this country, 
and to have plundered the inhabitants, to have 
robbed their women, and broken into the recesses 

of 



oft their apartments; if he had committed atro* 
cities like th^se, his glorious victory could nqt 
change the nature ^nd quality of such acts. 
- My Lord Maltnesbury has been lately sent tp 
the King of Prussia, we hope and trust that his 
embassy will be successful, and that this,countfy 
jvill derive great benefit from his negotiations; 
but if Lord M^lmesbury, from any subsidy that 
was to be paid to the King of Prussia, was to pi)t 
50,000/.. in his own pocket, I believe that his 
making a good and advantageous treaty. witjb 
the King of Prussia, would never be thought a 
good defence for him. We admit, that if a man 
has. done great and eminent services, though 
they cannot be a defence against a. charge g£ 
crimes, and cannot obliterate themj yet. when 
sentence comes to be passed upon such a man, 
you wiU consider first, whether his transgr^- 
sions /w^eie common lapses of huipan frailty, and 
.whether the nature and weight of the grievances 
xeiiulting from them, were light in comparison 
with the services performed. I say that you 
cannot, acquit him. But your Lordships might 
think some pity due to him, that might mitigatje 
the severity of. your sentence. In the second 
place, you would consider whether the evidence 
of. the services alleged to be performed, was §is 
clear and undoubted as that, of the crioi^s 
cbafged. I confess that if a man has done great 
: . services, 



with modesty^ with homilit{jri).with i€Oi]tfMiioa>^ 
the iImI^ aiDtd HQt with a pioud •aiidiiifoIefairiK^. 
fimaru » Tfa^ ekavAd not be ^tei^ed a^fjeifofafdiaib 
lier«itoiidB(|usttfibd in the ^eyetof maaddadi fim; 
OMiaiiittti^ iunexafl^ed and eaormau& lorii^ar 
lodesd f buimliiyv suppliant guilty always aadEta 
ia^)re8AioiiTinr4)ur bosoms^ ^ so: that when wib tree 
it bdftnle^itSy nie^abirays remember that we, as9 
all^ail mea; imd nodittng bmt a proud defianoec 
cfi'ldw a»d justice can< make it&forgett^tbi^y.^ot? 
cnermoment I believe the CommoiYg^ofl (^eot^. 
Britain, asid I hope the persoDS lbat:;;^eakj^tli: 
yoit,^ ik now very wi^l bow to aUow^ fbrxi^.£3dikat 
and frailties of mankind equitably r r^nnnU j(< %tl 
het us now see wbat^re theioeritSiwbith^Mr. 
EEas^tigs ' has set up against tbev jusi^,li^)^eaiicfe( 
of his country^ and against hian^fNptedojd|d[|^ 
queticies. From the^anguage^pf ihej^Bl^iti^T 
and of bis counsel, you would imagino tsonifi 
great, known, acknowledged ^ecvioea ha4:'bafiPi 
done 'by him. Your Lordships recoUeiQtt^tiif^ 
most of these presumed services have'be^./:(Mi^ 
sidered, and we are persuaded justly coR€»d«fml 
as in themselves crimes. He wishes your iLctdh 
sbipS'to suppose and believe, that these ^s^t^eic 
w^e' put aside, either because we cottld,aMi<^ 
pnM0 the facts against him, or could notoMife)^ 

. out 



oirt Itot ^tfae^/were €rn»imti/: and ^ooiiseqikmtly 
that- your Lordshipd ought to fyr^um^i them ta 
liivebeM' meritorious; and thtis itf oilebf tho 
gnMmda upon whioh he demands to be acqtj^tted 
of the charges ^that have been brought forward 
and proved ji^nst hun. Finding in CMfto^ 
ceedings^ and recorded tj^n our Joumafai^ «f 
immense mass of criminah'ty ivith which he is 
charged ; and finding that we had selected, 'M 
we were bound to select, such parts as might ^bd 
most conveniently brought before your Lord^i 
ships, {for to have gone through the whole 
would have been nearly impossiblei) he takes 
zU, the rest that we have left behind and have 
BOttbrought here as charges, and con verts them^^^ 
by a strange metamorphosis, into merite. > 

^ My Lords, we must insist, on the part of the 
House :of Commons, we must conjure your Lord* 
ships^ for tlie honour c^ a co-ordinate branch of 
theit^g^lature, that whenever you are called 
upon 1 to 1 admit what we have condemned 3i^ 
crimes, to be merits, you will at least give us an^ 
c^pbrtiinity of being heard upon the mattery 
tKnib you will not i^ufFer Mr. Hastings, when at-^ 
tettiptingto defend himself against our charges/ 
in^an indirect and oblique manner, to condemn; 
or^u^ehsure the Hoase pf Cominons • itself, ^ 
hi«%ig'^ misrepresented to be crimes^ the acts o? 
a ittferitorioas servant of the publicr Mr. Has- 
: * Vol. XVL C c tings 
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tiiiga has pleiuiod: a Vnfi^ietjrjoC xmni$^'nnA^^^^&sp 
one of these merits^ ¥rithout the exxreption vdf 
one <^ tbeoni, hnvt hefnmth&i: dite£tiy foem 
iuved by thui House of Commods, and'cebswe^ 
te a gf QMtad i<)sc h&shtbti^ /pwvis^^ 
reisdaui upon the. records of tharHouse^f. i^om-i 

mon^mth Xhe vouchers fortbenv a»4F^S9 
and thoiugh we have not acbuaiUy <:Qine to the 
4pie^tioni2pon every one of thett, we l^adi^oiiid 
before the year 1784, to forty-five direct reaohw 
tioAS upon his conduct. These resolutions wem 
Wiov^d hy. a person to whom ithis eoiintry « 
under many obligations^ and whom m^imiisir 
alwa^a meation with.honouc, wheoe^wa^m 
i^fpeaJking of high situations in this coacitry, aodi 
of great talents to support them« and of longi 
publi.ck services in thei House /of Commons, 
li.mean Mr, Dundas, then Lord Advocate lof 
ScaUand, and now one of the principal Seore^j 
tea-i0s.of :St4te, and at the. head, and ' worthily: 
and deservediyat the head of the East Indiaa^def^ 
pai:tment This distinguished stat^man ;noved 
^rty-five resolutions, the majctr ipatt - &£ ih^ 
ditectly condemning these very acts !tvhi(^' Ife,^ 
^a^tings has pleaded as his merits^ ^?being:dic[-s' 
U^^encies and crimes. All tlia^t the. House, ofi 
Commons implore of your Lordships, i^ that 
you will not take these things, which :we.;^t 
crimes, to be merits, without hearing the H<Mui^e: 
"•••■-■ : : i .'...' ~ ^ of 



of ^ommoiis upon «hd safag0cf>matter c^ IthettK 
I am §ure you Me too nxM^ and too gen&omi 
as well as too jast and equitable, to act in^sileh^ 
irihuuiner»'' - ■- ■' "^ '^'' ^■-' • '^^^^^ 

^The first thing that Mr. Hastingf^ brings fo#^ 
ward in his^ie&nce is, tiiiit whereas the Com^tiy 
Were obliged to pay a ciertain tribute^ to^l^ 
Mogul, in 4X)nsideration of a grant by which ib^ 
Moguls gave tb 4is the kgal titie^uti^et^hiiM 
W€ hold the provinces of Bengal Bab^r^ atitf 
Ori^a; he did stop the payment of that ti^bttt^ 
<ir adcnowledgmient, small as it wa^ ; thd^ thoOg^ 
bovmd by a treaty recognised by the Compaby^ 
and recognised by the nation ;, though bc^fiift 
by the very sunn ud • by which h e held the iv^y 
oiice he was exercising, yet he had broken AIik^ 
treaty, and refused to pay the stipulated ackfidw-^ 
ledgihent. Where are we, my Lords? Is^ thil 
merit? ^ Crood God Almighty 1 the greisitest 
Uockheadl the most ignorant miserable wi^ti^if 
a;>ipersonuwithout either virtue oi" talents^, liai 
nothing ito do but to order & clerk to i^Hk^sl 
^n' through such an account,^^ and then to taiak^ 
a -taJerit of it to y ou. Gh! says he, I haVe by 
a mepe breach of yburfaith,^ by a single da^^ 
my pen, saved you all this moft^, whicfe-ydW 
w^^ bound to pay. I have exonerated you |if^ 
the-paymait of it% I have gain^ yoti ^OJOOOR 
sir year for even Will you not reward a petscA 
I cc2 who 
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wjbo did you such a gceatand.ioippr^nt ^fH8^^ 
^ connivipgi a little at^his ddUuqu^QQie&^SI , >,..,,{: 

) .But: the Hojise of 0>mmonft,wU W^ 
that this was a great and iroporta^jtr^qricf;]^ ^p 
th^ contrary^ they have declared J:h^.: /act; ji|;i^f 
tQ!be),qeiiaurable« : rTbere^ is^.oui: jresqlutionnt* 
ILesolution «hift7th } ** That the conduct ;oftb^ 
!l^ [Qompnxiy. and , their servants In Ipdia -tp; the 
^,>Ki»g (oieaning thei Mogul king>) and Nndjiff 
^* Cawn, with respect to the tribute payable .to 
]K the: ope» , and ^stipend ta the .other« ^j^d^ with 
if:>respect.:jto^ the transfer of the province*, of 
\f, (^rah<^and Illahabad to the Vi;d^, wmm^-^ 
^A , trary Jtff policy .and good faith ; atid ,^hat: su^h: 
\? wisa and; : pcftcticaWe itteasurps* .^hoiild .; be 
^* .adopted in future asjnay tend to. xrde^m tl^a 
V.natlftns^l honour, . and. recovjer thi?. confidence 
V; . and. attachment of the princes of,In^2u? , . . . ; 
; i .Ihis act ,of : injustice, .against which w^„^>*y^. 
f4l^ifiated the thunder of our jeso}ujtion$, .4|s 
n.lieiayy.crime— ras a crime that di^honp.nrcd 
^Jnatioiuand ;y<^hich measjiiris, ought ta.J^ 
tflkfin to redress, this inan has. the. insoIen'cQ to^ 
bring besfore your I^c^dships as a $et?off against 
the: crimes we charge him with. This outi'ageQUS 
d^ance, of the. House of Commons; this^out*: 
r^epus. defiance of all the laws of his coUntey,- 
J hop? .your, Lordships will not countenanRe*^ 
Xph will not let iit pass forjftothing. ...Oa..the: 
i, in : contrary, 



^dbtl^r)^;^"]|^btt^AMift consider it as a^ggravatin^, 
heavily; ^h^iitliAii^ I 4nd, above all, )?oii 'wll ii6t 
^ii&kr h?m tiyfecft off this, which we have dechired 
i^ «^^ iifijftribte^ lib' pair national honodi* and 
^^atditj'^nil which he himself does nt)t^d6ny1;b 
h&)A!%tisich of the puWicik faith — against othM* 
iireache*'of the public faith with which? wfe 
-iihaVge Him ;-^or to justify one dasH^ of i^falicfk 
H^kties^ • by proving that ' he • hte tbtofedittea 
^4fthers.. '-^ '. '■ - '^ ■; :' .-' '.^ ^^ ■ V- "-■->;. I 
-^^Toilf Lordships see, that he justifies thi^ crime 
%pOit'the 7)lea of its bfeing profitable to the 
Cdittpany ; but he shall titft marckMoff everf oh 
?tM g;fttuttd with flying colours.^ ^MylLord^, 
^ay obsei-ve in what manner he ^alcuktej^Hliese 
litbfltsf; *Yotir !Lotdshfps will find,thart hetUrikeis 
U^ ih(i* ilkccotirit of them much in ^ the sarafe nian>- 
>iier as*^ w *inaide' up the accotint of Nobkissin\ 
ittMk&jfl ^^There is, indeed, no account which he 
1hai^feVfe**Wought forth, that does not carry ttptofa 
'iiy^iidi'^iily ift faith and national dfihonoiir^bttt 
ifir6tJt l*fobfs of corruption. When Mr.'Hastfifgs 
i^^aKite^ "hlthself upon this shocking and -tnii- 
ft^i^ekAis breach of faith, which requh^d nothing 
iyfttrar base and ilKberial;mind, without eithei: 
iiSettts, courage or skill, except that courage 
HWiieh defies all consequences j which ' defies 
5hj{fcej 'which defies the judgment and opinion 
t)fh&i country and of mankind j no blher talciiis 
^^^* ^r ccS ^^ than 



.than may be di^pkg^eid' by the^ da^ ^of i8;jidtf< 
yoii'wUK at lisas^ eKpe6l to see n ^eftr miid.' idi6- 
'ttnct vadcount of #bal wa'a gained by it. ^ * *v nm 
: < ' in 'the y6at I775, at a period w^w Mr<|iaiMh 
itig^ ^as' under sin ecKpse»: Wltm \lkimfi]m'^m^ 
fvktiiey in the chitfa^ter -of <je«eral Giayei^Hg, 
<ik>l6bel' Mon6<Mi, find Mr« Francis s^ for 4 ^09t 
inifibd; afe the Councrl Board $ •duri^ig tllat tifBte^ 
HNfrJ Hasrtinga's^ cofikluict lipoft tiw^ occjas^^W* iAnsib 
caTIed into question. They called for an accoAot 
^ihe irisvenuto of *the * cowntry i Hirbal -ifi^ re- 
fcHved, arid What had been paid^ a»{>ia1^e 
^acoount heturned^ t^ey found <he afaiponiof *te 
tHbuie dUe tothe Mogul, 350,000/; entered w 
*paf& op to Obttdber 1774« Thus £u* aH appeared 
^air upe^ the fice of it ; tb^y took it fdir grofited^ 
as your Lordl^hips would take it fergrafited^ at 
the fkki vi'e^> that the tribute in IpeaHty bad bc»ii 
paid dp t0 the time stated. The books wese 
balanced ; you find a debtor $ you findd creditor; 
levfery item posted in as r^ular <a manbef te|iolt- 
sible. Whilst thiey were iefxaminiiig this actcwKt, 
a Mn Croftes, of whbin your Lbrdshlps have 
heiEird very oftQtk, as accountant geneiiaiy comes 
IWnrard add d^blares, that there was a : little 
errour in thfe account. And what was the ^erroifar? 
rl%a% hi had entered the Mogiil's taibufae fbr cme 
lyear: mof-e than it had actually beert paid., Hefe 
iH* have the small errour of: a payment taihe 
I 8 v^ :■ -J Mogul 



Mogul K^ ^Q^O(X>/. This appeai*e(} 9tmng)e»-^- 
^h/»:isay8>iMf.Cjraftes» I never discovered ;it>^ 
nor was it evet intimated to ine that it bad b^epi 
tte^|)ed/frDBl October 177^^ tiii th^ oth^t .da}';^ 
»hefi:I:was informed, that I ought not to hi|^ 
ptuttle tm! entry of the last payment'sc^ Thes^ 
were his expressions. You will £ad/tbj$.iwbole 
f elation lathe Bengal Appendix (print^ibytj^ 
ofivdets of the Cdurt of Directors.). Wheh Mr^ 
Gk^€jfi wad itsked a very natural question^. WJid 
first lold you of your mist^^e^? Who aequaint^il 
you widi Mr. Hastings^s orderd^ that the payrnqnt 
sfabuid be expunged from the acoouiitdTT^Wl^ii& 
js hm .answer? It is an answer wort|iy of M^r/ 
t ilBddiel(»i^ an Answer worthy <)ifMt^IjarkiQ^^p^^ 
bfiniiy of the other white banyans of Mr.;I|SM$t- 
dagiB t > Q i<^ i have forgotten. Here you have ^n 
gasbtuHjant general kept in ignorailoe, m mlio^ 
pmK&iAs to be ignoirant of so ld,rge a pa^eint 4^ 
^^ddd L i wii(^ enters it fakely in bin accouli^f 
a»4 when asked/who apprized him of bis in£3take» 
aa^s^ that lue lias really forgotten^ ,'.;k,' 

V; Dh, i&y Lords; what resources there une in 
oblivion; what resouf ces there ^fe iti bad money j- 
no genius ever has done so much for mankini^ 
as.diis mental de&ct has don^ fo^ Mr. Hastings's 
aecoiintantSt Tl; was said by one 6f the anci^t 
pfailoisopheiby to a msm who proposed ta teaob 
people, meriaoiyr-^" I wish you could tieacfa m^^ 

c c<t " oblivion; 
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Tlig^'-: Tbese^peoplebavaicaitakiljiiM^^ 
l4|lg}4,>tbe Art: of ^ memteyvabutnAe^i^ppliii^ 

]|49llrdfthip9'^attentkva to wbdaof theaceomii 
M itiiipfMmr^ in' the. account of liie arreiir8^i]»^ 
tp,t^ibyuRg,ja»fie]C0d to;3rotir Minute&ii'i Hete is 
a i)iip4 i^fliiU)l|rindiiArbere:fraad runs into fr^d^ 
Q))ith^,j^0dii|( side you find stated there/ <iig&l 
l9^kB\fKWi*t0 the ^/^uwr^ land to h^isii^de^^^M^ 
t])f A^i|]ifatiibuke^iootbe4itippoFt^of j^ 
of»^iqh^lu^:htni8el£ had; stipulated to^tteat^ibSl 
wifatoWt ^expences. . Whese^ eight laxsks»^» am' ^ ttiUtf 
fi:»a4^nfcl J accounted lornpon^ the fa^it^ «^^1()S ' 
tl^linK ; 4i^ndt with : reapect • to eightiew)lacl»^ the^ 
reip^)nder;of:/tbe: trihutet there, is >iKii!^ad>toi^ 
giyiftn of it ,at s^L This sum, Mr«. Ha^lig»tdttsl^ ' 
tbtecefofe^.f^iai^. p^ck^ed ;fi>r>hi8 ojom Wesf^jot^i 
1;hat,.o(C his gaiig of pecuiatprs'f midrwhibit hcf 
wa8).pr«fc9i>dipg .to :$ave you^ eight* laoks by otte^ ^ 
fraudi he committed another fraud of teighteeit 
lacks for himself; and this is the method' > by 
vbiph ,orie act of peculation begets another ^2n 
the^conomy offraud# .. -a \ ■■■ - -"/«;* 
.'Thus much of these al&irs I think myself ^ 
bouiid to state to your Lordships upon this oc^ - 
casian % /or ^thougb» not one word has beetr 
pr:o40Qed by the counsel to support the alle-. 
^. • •; ^ gations 



^fttions^theff isMier aiyour bar ; ^ yei^ knowinj^ 
I^UjKHir/Lwdfilup^i^' High as^}^ a#e, are ikill 
lH^]qc)fii4iifen(>Mungvjalsop that hclid alsertkkisr 
^^ CQ^ifiAdattddchrationtare apttd^iitok^isd 
ifBj^asMiT'Upoi^'aU mte's aiindu;^ we opfKHsd hfa/ 
alk^ipns»^ But how do we oppMe them ?^Nd£ 
ky\^hki^ vi the like nature. ^ We opfiodi^^^im,^ 
i^y #ii€lWing you^ that the Houses «dfOi«imt6hi^ 
^fiVi^Ugent inv^stigatioDy has oond^mh^ th)BBb» 
^M^il^y>i&tatiDg the grounds upon' which 'thb 
JiftHilei^ju)ded jits eondemiiationi We send yon 
tp^tfeftiH^jeOrds vof the Companyv if you watttte 
pMTf i|fl .'^H^ matter further, to enli^ten ybur 
QgirAti»4f^s aipon the subject. T>0^ n^'ihmk; 
l3IOflJ^i^ that! we are not a^dore-bow tidici^bii9 
i^ifilr%^>^tbef party, the accuser or the ^cuded^ 
t^f^^^: here any assertions without producing 
V9)ifltei^ f« tliem : we know it j but we aire 
pf ep^^^ and ready to take upbn ns the proof; 
a||4 S\Nei4lK>Uld be ashamed, to ass^t any things 
tl^to Wd tu?o not aUe directly to ^ Substantiate^ 
b|So»A iiQin^hite reference to uncdntradidted 
e^eAcd¥>' ■ ■■ r. ' '■' -"v 

i liWiibi regard to the oaerits pleaded by the 
Prisoner, we could efface that plea with a singld 
$t|{i]^^tby iSaying, there is no evidence before 
yowi lordships, of any such merits. But we 
ha\*idoHe mo?e4 We have shewn you, that the 
V jirt things 
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:$hiiigs wjiiich he- bus set up ts merits^ arieratFc^ 
Icioiis crimes, and that thei*e is dot oaeof' thett 
rwhich does iiot, in thQ vecy nature iand^^eitovM^ 
stances! of it^ carry evidence of Jbato <M)ilru^tt(kH 
(Uwell as of flagrant injustke^tfnd liotoriidus 
breach of pubUck &ith. ^ ' 

,: Hie next thing that he takes credit lor^ is 
precisely an act of this description^ The Mogiri 
JmkI^ by solemn stipulation with the Company, a 
Toyat domain insured to him, consisting^ %wb 
fMroyinces, Gorah aikl AUahab^ Of both these 
pl-o vincett Mr% Hskstings ' d6]()ri ved th& * Mo^ 
upop weak prateticed, iif proved, id point 6if9i^% 
but which were never proved^ in aily selas^ 
Mgainst him« I allude particularly to his alleged 
alliance with the Mahrattas, a peopie, "by the 

• ■ • • • 

way, with whom we Were not theft at Wm^,* and 
with whom be had as gck>d a right; as KlidjeiTe 
Khan, to enter into alliatice. at that liatte. v He 
tadces these domain's, almost the last 'Wr^^iiof 
empire lefl to the descendant of TanlerlaDi^ from 
ih^ man, I say, to whose voluntary gtranfs we 
owe it that we have put a foot In Bengal. Surely 
we onight, atleaist, to have iiept oUr ftith in 
teavingthislast retreat to that unfortunate prinbOb 
The Hmise of Commobi^ was ofthat opioioA, and 
consequently they resolved, ^^ that the traMfer 
^. of CSorah apd lUahab^ to the Viziei^ was titm- 

" trary 
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i*! tr^ry tapbJicy ahd good faithv*' This is what 
Ihe Coinimm£r think of thii busioness, which Mf; 
Hflttingft pleads :as merits. . 
vUuB^t ivhaxoe Dot yet dome with it/ These (xrc^ 
tinces are estimated as worth twenty-two ktck«^ 
©r thereabouts; that is about M0,00OL a year. 
I brevet tfbey were improvbbl^: to a gQod deal 
nunred: But^wbat does Mr. Hastings dor ? inistead 
^fiakiog th^ into the G6m|)any'si possesston 
fer the purpose of preserving them for theJVSoguU 
ii|KMi the ereht of oar be^ng better satisfied with 
l^^bc^nduct, or of approprkting ti^em to the 
Gompt.nyH adv^tage, he sells them to the Nabob 
bf Oi3de». who he kiiew had the art» above aU 
mto»^ <of :destro}4ng a iifountry which he was to 
Jiiaep, Jor whtch he might fear hbnira^ not to keep 
fieffitiaf)«nt possession of. And what do y6u 
lAiifkiiis^ S(dd them for? He ioM them at a little 
dibre ttetnt'wa: years purchase. Will any maa 
IteHirVir that Mr. Hastings,: wheii he sold these 
fifGtilio4s»t0 ther Vizier for two years ^urchasia^ 
imndi wherv there was no man that would nldt 
'HilViS'givin ten years purchase for them i) did not 
fnit the difiPertace between the real and pt^-- 
^b^dpd valtie into his own pocket, and ths^^ x£ 
Ifibrai^ocSiates ? ; / .. . ' ^.^■ 

(i>}We /ieharge, therefore, first, that liiis atrt for 
iHikh he assutoes merit was in itls^ a'fareabh of 
fisatk i h^t^ that the sale of thes? provinces was 
i^ . • scandalously 



loaivdalouBly conducted ; ahd tMtdlyi < tiMe iM« 
idk, at one Mh of the real valu^, mMefS^aieA 
fbr corrupt purposes. « Thus m act ef threefold 
delinquency is one of the merits stated with gitettt 
pomp by bit counsel* ^ .>•'•/ 

V Jknottier of his merits is the stoppage ^of tli^ 
pmsionr which the Company was under Mi db^ 
ligation to pay to Nudjeive Khan ; — a matter 
wiiicli ensn if admitted to a meriti is Certainly 
not worth, as a setoff, much consideration; 
/ fBut there* is another set-off of merit' np^ 
wliichi he plumes himself, and sets an ekoeeding^^ 
fy< high value-^the sale of the Rohilla nation' to 
that worthless tyrant, the Vizier, their cmidl' and 
bitter enemy, the cruellest tyrant, perhaps^ that 
ever existed, and their most implttblilile ehemy; 
if we except Mr. Hastings, who appears to have 
liad a concealed degree of animoi^v 'puUieki 
private, or political, against them. To this mati 
he sold this whole nation, whose coiintiif; ' cul^ 
tivated like a garden, was soon redu«eed, *AtfMii 
Hastings, from the character of thd Viarii^, kneW 
would be the consequence, to a mere desert)^ for 
400,000 /•; he sent a brigade ofouf troc^iM 
assist the Vizier in extirpating these peoj^^who 
were the bravest, the most honourable^ and 
generous nation upon earth* Those who Wef6 
not left slaughtered to rot upon the soil bf their 
native country,} were cruelly expelkd fr^ni if; 
V'^ and 



mil 9|^ tpl/piiUwh ih^ merciless and scaftdatoui) 
|^§JMftQuf,iif Gn^ Britain frMi one eod of India 
felriftsi^w-f )I ^believe there ia .not an liraQstt 
mgp^AmSiimff^inghe&tt upon the &m.0£ih» 
globe> I believe there is no .akaii> possessin^/tlie 
l^i^tKdeigve^frof iregard to honobr^ actdt^itsHce^ 
l^funiMPiity and good policy^ that did ndtcepi^^}M49 
l^if (lact The Court 4)f rBii^ectoraij wheuv th^jr 
Ijil^fM^d of it, reprobated it in the strongest (in»»^ 
ner; tibe Court of Propri/Jborsreprohated^ifcin 
^^^tr0ugest snanner^ by rtlle^ Uoi^^iriof tOom-* 
m^P^i^ lifter the most diligeilt iQv«^igati<^ t it 
^f/tafliun A resolution nooYi^d by Mr«I>^n^i re^ 
j^iR9Jb)3tted in ;the strongest manner : and Ihidia^ 

ikiipfiti whioh Mr. Hastings brings forw^be/i9r« 
y/qfHCrLordsliips a$ a merit • r , r ,> 

:)vjP|it^t9gaiiv i can prove^ th^t in thi% perhs^9> 
^]|$iMa^ atrocious of all his demerits, there 13.4 
moft^^ihprt^ and ! inefarious secret corruptioqi 
Iflr^ipfiSjiti can tell your Lordships^* th«it Sir. 
SMi>efi,lBarker was ^offered by this oVizieiv for 
#^Mit ^ttetb^lf of this very country, namelyi the 
{^)9try of the Rohillas, a sum of fifty laeka lof 
4¥P^^' that is, 500,0002. Mr. Hastings /9^as 
l^rjvied of this offer by Sir Robert Bakei?, irif 
biftaetterof the 24rth March 1773a Still, in the 
^QO' of this information, Mn Hastings tooH^: for; 
^jCprnf^ny bnly^forty lacks of rupees. ?I Jeavte 
yi^uffiJt^ordships to dr^w your owiiijponclijsjon. 

from 
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ffom th€i6 facU. Yatt witl jtidg0«wb*tbeeaiM 
of the diShrenoe between the price ic^reduHid 
the price ftccoiinted ibff m tsken ; « fiothtug otf 
•aftb can biila from mankiml vflty MnHmtk^ 
made thin wicked corrupt bargain &r the extern 
tmtiation of a brave and generout^ people : why 
be took 400,000 /. £br the whole of that, for half 
of which be wm oifcred and knew hemigfit iiave 
bed 600,000/. 

Your Lordnhtpn wilt obwervo, that for all tbeao 
facta there in no evidence on the one aide or on 
the otlier, directly before you ; their merits have 
been in»i»tcd upon in long and laborioua detaila 
and dtKCUMiond, both by Mr. llastingK himaeif 
and by hia counsel i we have answered them (w 
that reasoni but we answer them with a (Ut^wct^ 
reference to records and papers, iVom which your 
Lordfihips may judge of them as setH^fGi and 
meritfi* I believe your Lordships will %iow hardiy 
receive them as merits to set o/f guilt, isipceM 
every one of them there is both guilt ia the aet^ 
and strong ground for presuming that be had 
corruptly taken money f^or himself, > 

The last act of merit that has been^ iosistfd 
upon by his counsel, is the Mahratta peaeeu 
liiey have stated to you the distresses of the 
Company, to justify the unhandsome and im^ 
proper means that he took of n^aking this peaee*^ 
Mr. Hastings himself haskidhold of ihe same 

opportunity 



opportmiiiji^ t)f magnifying the diificullies \irhichv) 
during ihis^ovemmeDt, he had to contend with J 
tliere he displays all bis tactics. . He spreads aitr 
lti83aib| and here catches eveiy. gale. He ss^s^i 
I Ibuod all India confedeiated against you. i; 
fbund not the Mahrattas alone; I fbund warf 
through, a hundred hostile states fulminatec^ 
against yoQ ; I found the Peshwa, the Kizam/ 
Hyder Ally, the Rajah of Berar, all combinedr 
together for your destruction. X stemmed ^the^ 
torrent 4 fortitude is my character. I faced $mA^ 
OTardame aU these difficulties, till I landed yont^ 
»ffidrssafe on shore; till I stood the saviour 0^ 
In^a. ; 

- My Lords, we of the House of Commons hav^ 
before-heard all this, but we cannot forget thai 
we exaxnined into every part of it, and that we 
diShiti^&adsL single fact stated by him, that was" 
noki ^-gnmnd of censure and reprobation. Thd 
HouseiCKf Goprunons, in the resolutions to whicb* 
I Jbnneitlluded, have declared, that Mr. iHasting»^'> 
theifirst: author of these proceedings, took^ ad^ 
^ntage of an ambiguous J etter of the iCourt ol* 
I>i£€£tors, to bi*eak and violate the most solenn),^ 
theino$t advantageous, and useful treaty that tbe^ 
Company had ever made in India ; and that thiis^ 
OMduct of his produced the strange and unn^ 
tm^lj unction, which lie says he found foriiied^ 
against the Company, and with which he'h^d tO' 
>-*\. combat. 
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Gdmbtt i shoirfd trooble yaarjfjgidAifrmkk 
bat a[ iNriaf statement of the fitctei'ml^ifiidlA 
ilot^ater more at large in ofaaendi^iupmLtliem!^ 
it is because I cannot but fiBeLshoekediati^be 
ilklecency aad imjproprietxof .yowibeiiifpofaliged 
te hear <i( that aa merit, which the :Hoese of 
Gommoiia has condemned in every part«fi!'¥oar 
Lordships received obliquely evidence from ithe 
(M^iidiler'atyoor bar upon this subjectt^yet.wbeil 
wectoieand desired your full inquiry into il^ 
^MHT^Lerdships, for wise and just reasoD8y iJiave 
Aodottbtf f^fused our request* I must^ horvn 
^er, s^gain protest on the part <^ the ComnddB^ 
against your Lordships receiving such evideBoa 
at' aH' as reiei^ant to your judgmenty unli^statbe 
HtMise of Commons is fully heard ispon^it* f i^ ui 
But to ^roceed.^-The governmeht of Bomfafs^ 
had offended the Mahratta stateSrby>ariffl0it/viQi4 
le^nt'and sdandalous aggression/ Tbdy aefteiiwtifidit 
ntade a treaty of peace' with them,^ lionouMbie 
ahd advantageous to the Company* This ferebtf 
wte made by Colonel Upton, and is'ddladlM 
Treaty of Porunda. Mr. Hastings b#olie/tfaiit' 
treaty^ upon his declared princifde^ that ymiaitie 
to look in war for the resources of yoiir gerenil-r 
ment; AH India was at that time in |>eae^ 
Uyd» Ally did not dare to attack' us y beoaiqee: 
he was afraid that his natural enemtesi tiid Mabt 
rattas/ would fall upon him*<^The NizflftfcoM^ 
^ " not 
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iiUMbstlqdIb ako> afraid M)f4bid 

MiBAviAiafi^tktM itself: wfts<livl464 

$Hto({sadiqidiworcteirt^ branches^ as lo ^makeciit 
ari|kMihb^br them to >Qinte any <itie^ect| 
'J^iiftbkAfitxm^^ aivkhljb 

iiEieKintirithBr tennDttriof indta^' w III 

iiO'saeodeai^xat ckhar totally inefiectrrei <nvteai^H$^ 
Mn^emied^ :th€re was not otie goveriutiMtf.iA 
Ibd», i^^ti'did not look up to ^ Great Britain aa 
:|dQldii% t^e: balance of power, and in a positioik 
;tar^tiboiil ^aad do justice to^ every inditidiifil 
jpm^ inuiL At tlt^t ju»eture, Mr. Haatinga 
dielibecatdy Joroke the treaty of Porufidatj and 
^aAflMnordsi by breaking, faith witfa^ and ^ttt^ckr 
i»i^ail«hepQ«F6rar one after another^ befpmdwred 
dthat ' venryt/ftiQion rwhich one wouLd.handJy have 
ip|teg^^ithafci :the incapacity or ill.faitk of any 
^gflveittiauitcwld have, effected. ,Your;lA>r49hip$i 
niu^iksiKt the j best and %inost inpontro^ertible 
oWl(bDcefHbo*h Qf his .incapacity, and jU faith; 
«idQ«f?<ikhe consequences which they producqdv 
.ilriifc fbdi declaration ofvone of the latest jpf.theiT 
sritios^nciaMerning all these proceedings. . Itift 
jBMt^njed/it¥ a vletter from the Rajah . of Berar, 
jdtrectly aii4 strongly iaculp^ing Mr. Hastings, 
aqKmiiacts which he has never denied^ and by 
sH^^iAments which he has never refutedi as beui^ 
!faini[|«l£ihe'Cause of that very junction of all the 
|iiw*efa?c«r India j^ainst us. . ^ 

crVoL. XVI. D D Letter 
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' letter from JBeneram Pundit.-^^^ A», ibc 
^^ friendihip of the EnglUh iSf at ail €venta# the 
^f 6rit and moAt necessary consideration^ I ^itt 
^\ therefore exert myself in estdblisbing ^peaoe ; 
if ibr the power of making peace witli all^iialhe 

V beat object ; to thisi all other measures are 
M, subservient, and will certainly be done by 
^* themf tlie Engli^li. You write^ that after 
^ having laid the foundation of peace with the 
^< Pufidil Purdhaunt it is requisite that somt 

V troops should be sent with General Ooddard 
f^ against Hyder Naig, and take possession of 
^^ bis country^ when all those engagements and 
^^ proposal may be assented to. My reason is 
** Qonfbunded in discussing this suggestion^ at 
** a time when liyder Naig is in every respect 
^^ in alliance with the Peishwai and has assistodt 
*^ with bis soul and life, to repel tlie English* 
** For us to unite our troops with those of the 
.^ enemy, and extirpate himf would not this 
^ fix the stamp of infamy upon us for' ever? 
** Would any prince, for generations) to come, 
** ever after assist uh, or unite with tlie Peisfaaea? 
/< Be yourself the judge, and say, whether such 
f* a conduct would become a prince or n^t 
M —Why then do you mention it?^--^wliy do 
•* you write it? i. v. 

., f^ The case is as follows ;-r* At first there 
^< was the utmost enmity between Hyder Naig 
'/>!t'C ^^ 1 . /. and 
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^ ^and the Puhdit Purdhaun, and there Wis the 

^ifuUest iBtJention of sending troops into Hyder 

Ml Kaig's country i and after the conel'usion of 

^' the war with Bombay and the capture of Ra^ 

'*' gonMit Row, it was firmly resolved to send 

^i troops into that quarter; and a reliance ^sls 

^*' placed in the treaty which was entered int6 

** by the gentlemen of Bombay before the war ; 

*';.'but when Ragonaut again went to them^ and 

V><3reneral Goddard was ready to con^mence 

•^ hoirtilities^^when no regard wa& paid to 

^. the friendly proposals .made by us and the 

*^:JPundit Peishwa — when they desisted from 

**\ coming to Poonah^ agreeable to their promise, 

*V:and^i^ categorical answer was given to the 

•* deputies from Poonah ; the ministers of Poo- 

<f»*nah then consulted among themselves, and 

"'laving advised with the Nabob Nizam ul. 

** .©owlah, they considered that as enemies were 

f^ I spearing on both sides, and it would be 

'< difficult to cope with both, what was to be 

*Sdone R, peace must be made with one of them, 

<f «afid war must be carried on with the other i 

'f they wished above all things, in their heaits^ 

•• to make peace with the English gentlemen, 

•^ ,and to unite with them to punish Hyder Naigj, 

**, hut these gentlemen had plainly refused tft 

^^jenter into^any termsrof recoaciliation j it w^a 

lhere£cH:e adviaahle to accommodHete mattera 

D D 2 •* with 
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^* mth Uyder Naig^ although he bad been long 
" an enemy, —-What else could be done? having 
y nothing left for it, they were compelled to 
^* enter into an union with Hyder/* . . 
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• My Lords, this declaration, made to Mn 
Hastings himself, was never answered by him; 
indeed, answered it could not be ; because the 
thing was manifest, that all the desolatioii of the 
Carnatic by Hyder Ally, all these difficulties 
upon which he has insisted ; the whole of that 
union by which he was pressedt and against 
which, as he says, he bore up with such for- 
titude, was his own work, the consequences of 
his bad faith and his not listening to any reason- 
able terms of peace. 

But, my Lords, see what sort of ;peace he 
afterwards made. I could prove, if- I were 
called upon so to do, from this paper,, tha^ they 
have had the folly and madness to produce to 
you for other purposes, that he might at any 
time have made a better treaty, and have con- 
cluded a more secure and advantageous peace 
than that which at last he acceded to : that the 
treaty he made, was both disadvantageous and 
dishonourable ; inasmuch, as we gave up every 
ally we had,, and sacrificed them to the resent- 
ment of the enemy : that Mahadajee Scindia 
gained by it an empire of a magnitude dangeroip 

tQ 



to i^ur-viery "Existence in India; that this chief 

#tts permitted to exterminate all the many little 

^allane' nations that stood between os and the^ 

Mahrattas, and whose policy led them to guard 

-against the ambitious designs of that government* 

Almost all these le^er powers, fH>m central 

ifydia^ quite ; up to the mountains that divide 

India from Tartary, almost all these, I say, mme 

exterminated by him, or were brotight under *a 

.cfiiel siibjection. The peace h^ made wfth Mr. 

H&stings,- was for the very purpose of doing all 

t^k; and Mr. Hastings enabled hhn, and g^ve 

hifn'^the means of effecting it. Advert next, My 

Lords, to what he did with other aJliesv 'By 

tte treaty of Porunda made by Colonel Uptob^ 

and which he flagitiously broke, we had acquired 

*hat, God knows, we little merited from the 

Miihrattas^ twelve lacks, (112,000/.) for the ex- 

fMhc^ of the war ; and a country of three lacks 

of afBTfnal revenue, the province of Burratch 

iMidf the Isle of Salset, and other small' islands 

)fonvenient fcir us upon that coast. This was a 

l^at, useful, and momentous accession of ter-* 

ritdi'y and of revenue, arid we got it with honour; 

tbr not one of our allies were Hacriflced by -this 

tteatf. We hadBven obtained from the Mah-^ 

i^i^ for Ragonaut Row,; our isuppoit of whom 

'Sigtfiftst that goverimidnt w^s la principal dause 

'^@rW6 war, an c^tablishmer^t 6f 4 thoMai^d hdi%e, 

dd3 to 
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to be maintained at their expence, and « jagliire 
"fiM* his other expences, of three Idoks of rupees 
fpcfr arnium, payable monthly^ with leave to 
reside within their territories, with no othbr 
condition than that he should not remove from 
the place fixed for his residence^ for the purpose 
ef exciting disturbances against their govern- 
meiit. They also stipulated for the pardon (^ 
all his adherents, except four; and the only 
condition they required from us was;; that we 
•hould not assist him in case of any future dis- 
tttrbance. But Mr. Hastings, by hk treaty, 
surrendered that country of three lades {^re- 
venue*; he made no stipulation for the ^expences 
of the war, nor indemnity for any of the persons 
irhom he had seduced into the rebellion, in 
favour of Ragonaut Row. — He gave them all 
tip to the vengeance of their governments, with- 
out a stroke of a pen in their favour ; to be 
banished, eonfiscated and undone ; tad as to 
RagOnaut Row, instead of getting him « this 
honourable and secure retreat, as be Was bound 
t^ do, this unfortnnate man was ordered to retire 
to his enemy's (Mahadajee Scindia'6) countiy; 
or- otherwise he was not to receive a shilling' ftr 
his maintenance. I will now ask your Lord^ 
flfhfp^i whether any man but Mr. Hastifng«; 
would claim a merit with his own oountry^ ' fbt 
Imving^ broken the treaty of PorundaP Yoflr 
P^ ■ 1 Lordships 



^Xiot-dshipg know^ tha opinion of the Houis^ of 
^^C^ommofia mepecttng it; his colleagues in oouncfl 
^iiad femoDstrated with, him upon it» and had 
4G(tAted'the:miflchiefs that would result from: it^ 
^md Sir Eyre Coote^ the commander df 4he 
Ccmipany's forces^ writing at the same time from 
Madras, states, that he thought it woirid infal* 
diUy bring down upon them Hyder Ally, who, 
4they had reason, to think, was bent upob the 
4ittef destruction of the power of this country dm 
Itidia, and was only waiting for some crisis in 
our afiairs favourable to his designs. Tkis^ my 
Lords, is to be one of the set-offs against all the 
crimes, against the multiplied frauds, cruelties, 
and oppressions, all the corrupt practices,, pre^ 
^^cations, and swindlings, that we have al- 
Jk^ed against him. 

vrMy Lords, it would be an endless under- 
taking, and such as at this hour of the day we^ 
as Jiprelt^as your Lordships, are little fitted to 
engage in, if I were to attempt to search in.tk> 
undruiiveii^U the secret motives, or to expose, 
as it^ deserves, the shameless audacity of this 
marn'^ conduct.: None of your Lordships can 
bavevobserved, without astonishment, the selec- 
1$m of his merits, as he audaciously calls theoly 
wlpicb has been brought before yoiu The- last 
of i this selection, in particular, looks as^ if be 
meant to revile and spit upon the legislature of 
his icountry ^ because we and you thought it fit, 

D D 4« and 



4Ul wucH 111 THS lunABmnmr 

iMMi Wf rt rcwlvcd to publinii' ta nil ImiiAf Uult 
.fr# will iwi cQuntoumw 00m§ivm mMm^.m^d tlMt 
fim Mi iliin 90 «trofiglyi< m to piM tbt fir^t (Art 
dC 1^ kind Umt WM over inAiloi Oftmelyt m Act 
t« iimii tlM iliiorelioriiry power of ^povoroftoiit 
lit WfUiing wiMT ioUIyi aoU bei?AUfo jtimi btve 
dooij till* »ol«ly Atid upon no othw aooountt and 
^ no oilier reonon under liMvan« ilmn tim «by«o 
wIMeli tli»t itmi 4t your biir Iiha miulo of lU ^nd 
for wbkk aboM) be now preiumeji to tsk6 morit 
iq biini^U** I will mui i\m piirt oi' tbo Art to 
yoMr Lordbbip«» 

, [Mr. Jiurke bere n^d UMU Geo* i3» oiip» ^# 

! . '* And wbereiiii fo purine iobetoM of cotii^ 
quifiit and extein»ion of dominion in Indiiif 
Are. ineiii^ureM repugnant to tbe wi»bf tbe bo* 
mikt and p<ili(5y of tiun nation ( lie it Umretbre 

f^ fnrib^r enteied by tlie antbority< ^limmmd^ 
Tbat it ^ball not be lawful iQt tlie Gorartiour 
Cieneral md Couiioii of l^oit WiUiiuna^OMiidt 
witboMt tiie expreM eomnmnd Mud nutlioriiy 

t^ of tlie md Court of Uirectorii, or of tbe eoeret 
eonnnittee of tiie «iiid Court of Hittatmik^ in 
i»ny (;fue (except wlu^re bo#tiiitie» bavo artuaUy 
been i^ounnenced, or preparationn drtudily 
oituie ibr tbe oonnnencentent of bodtilitiea 
againi^t tlie iiiiti^b nation in lndia« or Agniiiat 
i^niii of tbe princen or fttatei dependent 

** thereon, 



it^fCdmpanjf^^iiiail be lat ]^i)shi^ t^ hf 

4!^iui)riBubsktaig tcettty toi^defend (xr> guaranty) 
'^bjmther io .dedarewav: or- eommefice hciitSttietfi 
-^ ) wn » i^tec mt0 : anf treaty ' for issdckig t ^ ««rar) 
.^'^^fi^ainst anyiof. the country {mnces c^r^stM^ iii 
^: India, o^ any treaty for guarantying^ th^ p6>i^ 
^^ sessions of any country prices or sts^le^ jj^'atid 
ff :!that in siich <!ase it shall tiotbe lawful ^f(|yr> the 
.^^.78m1 Oovemour Generd and Council t^ deda'ri^ 
Ml War or commence hostilitiesy or enter int^ 
J** treaty for making war, against other print}* 
^* or state than such as shall be actually com- 
;*< < mitting hostilities or making preparations as 
<** istforesaid^ or to make such treaty for guaran- 
M ikying the possessions of any prince or state, 
At vtMit upon the consideration of such prince or 
^ state actually engaging to assist the Company 
4ri«i^inst such hostilities commenced or pi*epa- 
^^^^Mtrona made as aforesaid ; and in all ckses 
^mhe^ sach hostilities shall be commen^d of 
5i'4reaty made, the said Governour Generit) ^^tnd 
^xCkmndl shall, by the most expeditious mefans 
¥-^ they can devise, -eommunicate the ^ sam^ ' unto 
^ the 'said Court :of Directors, together with ^ 
ff i^U state of the information and intelligence 
^ lispon which they shall have^ commenced^stich 
>* hostilities or made such treaties, and their 
% Motives and reasons for the^ame at large.** 

' ^it 4$ the^first Act of - the kind that ever was 
.f^-' • made 
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:m$nie in this kingdom, thefiratMatut^, IJbsUfve, 
xtliat. ever was made by the legUlature . of any 
vDatiao upon the subject, and it; was made*Mlely 
^on the resolutions to which we bad come 
;igainst the violent, intemperate, unjust and. per- 
fidious acts of this man at your Lordships' bar, 
Mkd which acts are now produced before yx>ut 
iLordships as merits. 

1 To shew further to your Lordships, how ne- 
cessary this Act was, here is a part of his^ own 
correspondence, the last thing I shall beg to read 
to your Lordships, and upon wliich I shall make 
no other comment than tliat you will learn from 
it how well British faith was kept by this man ; 
and that it was the violation of Dritisb faith, 
which prevented our having the most advan* 
iageous peace, and brought on all the calamities 
pf war. 

, It is part of a letter from the minister of >the 
llajah of Berar, a man called Beneram .Pundit, 
with whom Mr. Hastings was at the timeitreating 
for a peace, and he tells him why he might >have 
had peace at that time, and why he had it iiot; 
and that the cause of.it was his own ridiculous 
and even buffbonish periidiousness, wJiich.exposed 
him to the ridicule of all the princes of Xndi^, 
and with him the whole British naticm. » mh ' 
*, . • . .« ■ 

'V But . afterwards reflecting that it was not 
f* jdviaabh) for .me to be in such liaste before I 

" had 



u 



" had ufnderstaod' all the contents of the papers ; 
M ^ opened them iii the presence of the Maha 
f'^Rajah, when all the Kharetas letter, copies 
*''»tad treaties, wese perused with the greatest 
*f attention and care : first, they convinced us 
" of your great truth and sincerity, and that 
•♦ you never, from the beginning to this time, 
'< were inclined to the present disputes and 
^* hostilities j and next, that you have not in- 
^* 'duded in the articles of the treaty, any of 
^ your wishes or inclinations, and in short the 
** garden of the treaty appeared to us in all its 
parts, green and flourishing. But though th^ 
fruit of it was excellent, yet they appeared 
^^* different from those of Colonel Upton's treaty. 
*^ (the particulars of which I have freiquently 
♦* Written to you,) and upon tasting them, proved 
♦* to be bitter and very different, when compared 
^' to tiie former articles. How can any of the old 
^^ land established obligations be omitted, and 
ff* ntew matters agreed to, which it is plain that 
•* they will produce and damage ? Some points 
*> whi^h you have mentioned, under the plea of 
** the faith and observance of treaties, are of 
^ «uch a nature, thit the Poonah ministers can 
i^i«never assent to them ; in all engagements 
^* and important transactions, in which the woi:ds 
*' but^ and although^ and besides^ and whereas^ 
•^^ttnd why J and other such words of doubt are 
^} introduced^ it gives an opening to dis{mtes 
»»*r •* and 
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*^ and misunderstdildiDgs. ■ A treaty is Ineant 
"for the entire removal of all diflPerences, not 
.*• for the increase of them. My departure for 
** Poonah has therefore been delayed.^*' My 
Lords, consider to what ironies and insults this 
fiatiod was exposed, and how necessary it was 
for us to. originate that Bill, which your Lord- 
iihips passed into an Act of Parliament, with His 
Majesty's assent; the words buty although^ 6^- 
'^ideSy Kjohereas and w%, and such like are iritrp- 
duced to give an opening, and so on. Then 
he desires him to send another treaty, fit for him 
to sign. 

... ) 

"I have therefore kept the treaty with the 
*' greatest care dnd caution in my possessipn; 
and have taken a copy of it ; I have added to 
each article another, which appeared to fne 
proper and advisable; and without any loss or 
** disadvantage to the English, or any thing 
•^ more in favour of the Pundit Purdhaun than 
** was contained in the former treaties. This I 
** have sent to you, and hope that you will pre- 
pare and send a treaty conformable to that, 
without any besides^ or j/J or wAy, or but^ and 
" whereas, that as soon as it arrives, I may de- 
part for Poonah, and having united with me 
Row Mahadajee Scindia, and having brought 
** over the J^abob Nizam ul Dowlah to this 
" business, I may settle a^hd adjust all matters 

" which 












€i 
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i^* which arp in this bad situation. As soon as I 
^** have received my dismission from thence, 
f\y\ v^ould set off for Calcutta, and represent to 
M jou every thing, whidi for a long while I have 
"had in my mind, and by this transaction .erect 
^* to the view of all the world, the standard of 
fA the greatness and goodness of the English, add 
5 of my masters, and extinguish the flames of 
war with the waters of friendship. The ccHn«- 
p4ssing all those advantage and happy pr9S- 
^rpfects depends entirely upon your will and 
^^ jconsent ; and the power of bringing them to 
** an issue, is in your hands alone/' 

My Lords, you may here see the necessity 
il^hjgre was for passing the Act of Parliament, 
WbiGh I have just read to you, in ord^r to pre- 
vent in future the recurrence of that want of 
fajthy of which Mr. Hastings had been so noto- 

^lipHsly guilty, and by which he' had notionly 

Jui^ited all India against us, and had hindered us 
from making, for a long time, any peace at'all, 
biit had exposed the British character to the 
irpny, scorn, derision and insult of the whole 

5 people of that vast continent. 
, My Lords, in the progress of this Impeach- 
ment, you have heard our charges; you have 
jteard the Prisoner's plea of merits ; you have 

^ hfeard our observations on them. In the progress 
of this Impeachment, you have seen the condition 

in 
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in which Mr. Hastings received "Benares ;;ff oil 
have seen the condition in which MrbrHa8tiDg& 
received the country of the Rohillas^ yoa 
h^ye seen the condition in which he received 
the country of Oude ; you have seen the con- 
dition in which he received the provinces^ of 
Bengal; you have seen the condition of th6 
country when the native government was sue* 
ceeded by that of Mr.r Hastings ; you have seen 
the {lappiness and prosperity of all its inhabi- 
tantSi from those of the highest to those of th6 
lowest rank* My Lords, you have seen the veiy 
reverse of all this under the government of Mf» 
Hastings ; the country itself, all its beauty and 
glory ending in a jungle for wild beasts. You 
have seen flourishing families reduced to imploce 
that pity, which the poorest man and the meaoest 
situation plight very well call for. You^ have 
seen whole nations in the mass reduced to a^com 
dition of the same distress. These things mhi% 
government at home : abroad, scorn, contenipt, 
and derision cast upon and covering the British 
name, war stirred up, and dishonou|tible treaties 
of peace made, by the total prostitution of British 
faith. Now take, my Lords, together, all tb§ 
multiplied delinquencies w^hich we have proved, 
from the highest degree of tyranny, to the lowesit 
degree of sharping and cheating, and then judge, 
my Lor4s, whether the House of Commons could 
rest for one mom$nt> without bringing these 

matters. 



inattQra, ' iwbicli ' h^ve baffled all le^slation at 
,¥^ou8 tim^s, before you, to try at last what 
jijKigflient will do. Judgmentis what gives for^ 
aS&iU ig^nd Vigour to laws; laws without juci^^ 
ment are contemptible iand ridiculoi»s ; we ha4 
better have no taws, than lawB not enforced by 
jfidgmentis and suitable penalties upon delinv 
quents. Revert, my Lords, to all the s6iltence$ 
which b^ve heretofore been passed by this high 
court Look to the sentence passed uppii; Lord 
Bacon ; look at the setitence passed upon Lo^-d 
Macclesfield, and then compare the sentenced 
i^bich your ancestors have given, with the delink* 
qu^cies which were then before them, and yoisi 
have the measure to be taken in your sentence 
upon. the delinquent now before you. Your 
sentence, I say, will be measured according ta 
thafc rule which ought to direct the judgment of 
latt^ courts in like cases, lessening it for a lesser 
x^flfetKre, and aggravating it for a greater, until 
tbe^ measure of justice is Completely full. 
, ^My Lords, I have done ; the part of the Com^ 
liionsis concluded. With a trembling splicitiide 
wecorisign this product of our long, long labours, 
to your charge. Take it ! — take it 1 It is a sacred 
Ifustk Never before was a cause of such magr 
nitude submitted to any human tribunal. 

My Lords, at this awful close, in the n^ime of 
the Commons, and surrounded by them, I attest 
the retiring, Iatte.stJhe adviii)cipg; gener^jqn^ 
: ^.r J ; between 
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between which, as a link in the great chain of 
eternal order, we stand .--^-We call this rnaitiaiy, 
we call the world to witness^ that tim QQmsgum$ 
have shrunk from no labour ; that we hay^rJi^e^ 
guilty of no prevarication; that we hay^ flifMie 
fib compromise with ^ crime; that we -have :rnot 
feared any oditim whatsoever, : in the Jong ^ar^ 
fare which we have carried on with the crime»-r^ 
with the .vices — with the exorbitant wealth-^ 
with the enormous and overpowering ini^esice 
of Eastern corruption. This war, my Ij9sd$^m^ 
have waged for twenty-two years, and th!&^ 
4ict has been fought at your LordshipS' bar^ 
the last seven years.^ My Lords, ^twenty/rtnrp, 
years is a great space in the scale of ;tli€;lif^^;pf 
man ; it is no inconsiderable space. in the histA^jT; 
of a great nation. A business which has^^o^J^g 
occupied the councils and the tribunals of G^ir^ 
Britain, cannot possibly be huddled over io^jtl;^ 
course of vulgar, trite, and transitory .e^^AI(^^ 
Nothing but some of those great revolutions, ,^»^. 
break the traditionary chain of human sipemip/^^ 
and alter the very face of nature itself, can-pps^r : 
bly obscure it. My Lords, we are all elevated 
to a degree of importance by it; themeaneatof 
us will, by means of it, more or less, becomojth/et 
concern of posterity ; if we are yet to hop^r^ 
such a thing in the present state of the world,. as r 
a recording, retrospective, civilised. postQirjtjr,; 
but this is in the hands of the great Disppsec^qf* 

events; 



hfeiit^i ft^ is riot ours to settle how it stiaTl b6: 
lifyLdWfeJ ybut Houi^e yet stands; ft stands is 
*g^t edificfe ; but let m6 say, that it starids In 
iftielfcitdst of ruins ; in the midst of the ruiriS| 
tftat hate beeti made by the greatest mordi earfK- 
^Uslk6 tliat ever convulsed arid shattered this 
globe of ours. My Lords, it has pleased Provi- 
dence to plate us in such a state, that we appear 
every moment to be upon the verge of some 
gteitt Ibutations; There is one thing, and one! 
(Mng only, which defies all mutation ; that which? 
felfiitedbefort the world, and will survive the 
frorick of the world itself; I mean justice ; that 
jtttttdfe, which, emanating from the Divinity, has 
M'pliceih the breast of every one of us, given iis 
fb^jdiif gtfide with regard to ourselves, and witTi 
rtig;atd1;0' others, arid which will stand, after this 
^fiftfeiSbumetf to ashes, our advocate or our 
^{fisit before the great Judge, when He 
cAftfeiS^ to dall upon us for the teriour of a well- 
^yt life. 

^1^ tbrdS, the Commons wiH share in eVery 
AteWith yotir Lordships ; there is nothing sinis* 
tfef'wHfih can happen to you, in which we shstll 
ftWt itif fnvblved ; and if it should so happen thfit 
x^^^iahklt be subjected to some of those frightful 
dlftn^fts; which we have seen ; if it should hap- 
pteh thkt yotir Lordships, stripped of all t*he de- 
cdMus distinctions of humairi society, should, by 
Iikfl2tir kt orice biSe arid cruel, be led to tHoAe 
^ Vfct'. XVI. £ K scaffolds 
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scaflfolds and machines of murdert . upon wbicb 
great kings and glorious queens hav^ shed their 
bloodi amidst the prelates^ amidst the, Q/pliles, 
amidst tl\c magistrates, who supported their 
throneSi may you in those momentii /eel that 
consolation which I am persuaded they felt ia 
the critical moments of their dreadful agQny ! 

My Lordsy there is a consolation, and a great 
consolation it is, which oAen happens to op« 
pressed virtue and fallen dignity; it often bap* 
pens that the very oppressors and persf^cutprs 
themselves are forced to bear testimony in its 
favour. I do not like to go for instances a great 
way back into antiquity. I know very well, that 
length of time operates so as to give an a^^^ofilie 
fabulous to remote events, which lessens tbe In- 
terest and weakens the application of examples* 
t wish to come nearer to the present time*, y^Q^r 
Lordships knpw and have heard, for wh^oh ,9f 

• 

us has not known and heard of the, parli^ 
ment of Paris? The parliament of Paris. had^fi 
origin very very similar to that of tUe ^r^^t 
court before which I stand } the parliament; ()li 
Paris continued to have a great resemblance to it 
in its constitution, even to its fall ^ the paf^ff. 
ment of Paris, my Lords, was; it ja gffl^t 
It has passed away ; it has vanished. |ik&,i*) 
dream! It fell, pierced by the sword . of ..tl)^ 
(ilpmpte de Mirabeau. And yet I will say, that 
that man, at the time of his inflicting the death 

wound 
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i¥Odnd of that J)arHament, produced at once the 
shortest and the grandest funeral oration that 
ev^i'Si^as 'dr coiild be made upon the departure of 
a giteatcburt of magistracy. Though he had 
httfiiself smarted under its lash, as every one 
know? who knows his history (and he was ele- 
vated t^tfr^dful notoriety in history) yet when 
he ptbtiduhced the death sentence upon that par- 
liament, and inflicted the mortal wound, he de«^ 
dtired that hi« motives for doing it were merely 
pbfkic^U and that their hands were as pure as 
thbse of Justice itself, which they administered 
-^a*great and glorious exit, my Lords, of a great 
and glorious body ! And never was a eulogy 
pfbtiounced upon a body, more deserved. THiey' 
wfere persons in nobility of rank, in amplitude of 
fortune, in weight of authority, in depth of 
leatriing, inferior to few of those that hear me. 
My'Iidrds, it was but the other day, that they 
stlf^ftted their necks to the axe ! but their ho- 
nliiur was unwounded. Their enemies, the per- 
sbrJS who sentenced them to death, were lawyers, 
fiill of subtlety; they were enemies, full of ma- 
Hfce^ yet lawyers full of subtlety, and enemies 
ftffl of malice, as they were, they did not dare to 
reproach them with having supported the wealthy, 
tfie^great and powerful, and of having oppressed 
ttif^weiak and feeble, in any of their judgments, 
d^ ttf having perverted justice in any one in- 
L'^iL - E E 2 Stance 
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stance whatever, through favour, through in:te^es^ 
or cabal. 

My Lords^ if you inMst fall, may you i^ fall 1 
bat if yqu stand, and stand I trust yoii wilU 
together wfith tjhe fortune of this ancieQt mo,? 
narchy— together with. th«.. ancient laws ami. 
liberties of this great and illustrious kingdoi^* 
may you ^tand as unimpeached in honour M 
in ]power ; q^a; you stand, not ^.a aubsititute. 
(or virtue^ but as^ an ornament of virtue, as a 
Siecurity for virtue; may you stanfd lojig, {i|rd 
l0ng stand the terroor of tyt'ante i mtty 'y^M 
stap4 the r/ifuge of ajflioted natign^ ; ixiay you 
s|and a sacred t^nple, for the iperpetual residence 
of an inviolable Joatioe. 
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JfCCXi>ENTAL thingft oiight to be bardfuUy distiri^lJished 
^ fhnil ^rm»ttent criiiseis and ^ffiecis, Via. 78. 
jf(icount^wpit6\ use oT, what, H. 312. 
i*9 of tr^VigitiinJi. t44-. 38a 3gl. 
:4^ 6f €1^^, iiifp^icy of them. 111. 27%. , 

' •'' - •" irtdemnity arid oblivion, probabte efiects df thetti ait d 
' '-^ ifeedfife of rijb0ftcilii% Pratio^ to* a rribiiafchy, vil. iSy. 
Ai^bUsi^ M>., the cbrrectne^ of iris Qbiriidd of the cause of 

the. grand effect of the Rotiihd, questioned, i. 183/ 
■i his fine lines on honourable t)6HtlcaS cdnii<^Xions, 

. 11:334- 
AdmumttdiiiiTt, tt short account of a late short one, ii. 3, 

r-', — I5uke of CumberiaTid's, ini July 1765, ii. 3. 

Lord Chatham's, July iy66,ibid. ^ Marquis of ftocking- 
ham*», 146. StSte of pubKck affairs it th^ time of its 
formation, 148. Character and conduct of it, 157. 
Idea of it respecting. America) 168. Remarks on its 
foreign negotiations, 187. Character of a iihited admi- 
nistratibn, ig6. Of ai disunited on^, 204. Should be 
correspbnderit to the legislature, 862. 

Admiration^ the first s6urce of obedience, vi. 310. One. of 
the principles which interest us in the charaicters of 
others, x. 151. 

Adrian f fiist contracts the bounds of the Romstn EmpiVe, v. 

^33. 

Advice, compulsive, from constrtuents, ixk^ Authority fir^t re- 
sisted by Mr, Burke, vi. 116. 

Adffisery duty pf one, vi. 52. 

Ji^ficola, Julius, character and conduct of, x. 2*15. 

Ai^i the Archbishop of, his offer of cohtrib^io'Q.why r^u8e4 
by tlie Friench National Assembly,. v. 2^3 

AiS'hChapeUe^ the treaty of, rehiarks oft it, vili. 335. 

AkbeYy die Ev^^T6ty bbtaiiris po^sessfbn bf B^ngi^l, xii?. 82. 

E E 3 Alfred 
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Alfred the Great , character and conduct of, x*^ff. 99. His 
care and sagacity in improving the laivs and institutions 
of England, 559. 

AUegiance, oath of, remarkable one taken by the nobility to 
King Stephen, x. 444. 

Alliance^ one of the requisites of a good, peace, ii^ 39. The 
famous Triple Alliance negotiated, by 'Temple and De 
Witt, viii. 333. Alliance between Church and State 
in a Christian commonwealth* a fanci&il ^ectdation, 

X. 43: 
Ambition^ one of the passions belonging to society, i. 149. 

Its nature and end, ibid. Misery of disappointed ambition, 
ii. 91. Ambition ought to be influenced by popular mo- 
lives, 366* Influence of it, iv. 315. One (x the na- 
tural distempers of a democracy, vi. 204. Necessity and 
dangerous tendency of violent restraints on it, t5«/« Not 
an accurate calculator, x. 85. Advantage pf a gene- 
rous ambition for applause for publick services, ;iciii. 438. 

AmericOi advantage of to England, ii. 42. Nature of various 
taxes there, 116. Eloquent description of the rising 
glories of, in vision, iii. 42. Its rapidly increasing com- 
merce, 39-46. Temper and character of its inhabitants, 
49. Their spirit of liberty, whence? 49-57. 66. . Proposed 
taxation of by grant, instead of imposition, 92. Danger 
of establishing a military government there, ixi rg^. 
Difficulty of representation there, ii. 139. 

American Stamp Act, repealed, ii. 3^ 158^168. Its origin and 
progress, 153. Reasons of the repeal political, not 
commercial, 377. 402. Good effects of the repeal, 174. 

417- * : 

Ancestors, our, reverence due to them, v. 436, 7, yi. 265. 

Angles^ in buildings, prejudicial to their grandeur, I. 184. 

Animals, their cries capable of conveying great ideas, i. 197. 

Anniversaries, festive, advantages of, vii. 75. 

i^w«ef/m, appointed Archbishop of Canterbury after the death 

of Lancfranc, x. 425. Supports Henry !• against his 

brother Robert, 430, 1 . 
Apparitions, singular inconsistency in the ideas of the vulgar 

concerning them, X. 193. 
Arbitrary power steals upon a people by lying dormant for 

a time, or by being rarely exercised, iii. 151. Cannot be 

exercised or delegated by the Legislature, xiii. 165. Not 

recognised in the Gentoo Code, xv. 68. 
Arbitrary Hystem must always be a corrupt one, xiii. 218, 

Danger of adopting it as a principle of action, xv. 2l5l^ 
Areopagus, court and senate of, remarkjs onlhem, v. 369. 

Ariosto, 
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AriostOy a criticism of Boileau on, x. 158. 

Aristocracy y affected terror of an extension of power by, in 
the reign of George II., ii. 244. Influence of the aris- 
tocracy, 245, Too much spirit not a fault of it, 246. 
General observations on it, v. 254 5. Character of a 
true natural one, vi. 217. Regulations in some states 
with respect to it, 307-8. Must submit to the dominion 
of prudence and virtue, vii. 369. Character of the aris- 
tocracy of France before the Revolution, v. 25 1 -3. ix. 38. 

Arlstolley his caution against the delusion of demanding 
geometricaj accuracy in moral arguments, iii. 112. H!« 
observations on the resemblance between a democracy 
and ^ tyranny, v. 231. His distinction between Tragedy 
attd Comedy, x. 157. His natural philosophy alone 
unworthy of him, 278. His system entirely followed by 
Bede, iBid. 

Armies yield a precarious and uncertain obedience to a senate, 
y, 390. On standing armies, v. 17. 

Atiny commanded by General Monk, character of it, vi. 44. 

Art^ eyery work of, only great as it deceives, i. 185. 

Arti$tf.2L true one effects the qoblest designs by easy me* 

thods, i. 185* 
Artoisyde, Count, character of him, vii. 14()* 
^j;re9^<^j^|Pi!0testant, observations on it, ix. 426. 
AserSf race of, origin, character and conduct of, x. 250. 

As$Q$sinf&io7ii recommended and employed by the National 
Assembly of France, vi. 41. The dreadful effects of, in 
calie of ^ar^ 42, 3. 

Astonishment, origin and nature of the passion, i. 157, 266. 

Atheispk^by^stabliskrnentyYfh^i^siiui'^O. 
^ ought to be repressed by law, 37. 

— ' ^ ' < ■ '' schools of, set up by the French r^icides at the pub* 

lick charge, ix. 119. ' r - 

Athti^, modem, contrasted with those of antiquity, vii. ^S, 
AtkenianSy at the head of the democratic interests of Greece, 

vii. 17. 
AUtens, the plague df, wickedness remarkably prevalent 

during its continuance, x. 88. 
Augustine^ state of religion in Britain when he arrived there, 

^, 255. Introduced Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons, 

' '■■•-''257. w - - . 

Aulick Council^ remarks on it, vii, 360. 

AtLstriay 'began in the reign of Maria Theresa to support great 
armies, viii. 245,6. IVeaty of 1 756 with.France, de- 
plored by the French in 1773, 247. : : 

> ' -. * E E 4 Author ily^ 
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Authority y the people the natapral cofitt!o^ omril, >i ^2^ 
• control and exerase of it contradktoiijr, I^U oTke vwp- 
nopoly of it an eyil, yii. 397. The onljfSFm tgatvbf it in 
* the publick opinion, iii. 179. ix» I73» ;; ■ -' >:;.:•♦• 

'Xwwwe, effects of it, iv. 315. 317. xiii.!?i«. - 

. • • • ■■ # • • 

• ■ . • ■ 

• ■ It • 

► ■ • " •. .• 

B. . 

Bacoift Lord, a remark of his applied .to the .Ravalptimi in 
Fr&Qce, viii. 5. His demeanour at his impeachvneat, 

• XV. 92. 

Macon^ Nicholas, his work on the Laws of England not entitled 
• to authority, x. 554. 

J$aU^ method of giving it introduced by Alfred, x. ag^» . Ad- 
vantage of it, ibid. 

^By the A\A^ Jt^Tiy remarks on his conduct, vi. 2a i. 

Battoty all contrivances by it unfit to prevent acyiBcoycry «f 
•the inclinations, v. 368. 

Balmerinoy Lord, extract from the account of histriaivxivv3iu>. 

Bunh Paper in England owing to the flourishing conc^tion'of 
commerce, V. 412. . - 

i3a»3Miiir Indi^, character <if, xiU. 45i. 

Bardsy origin and character, of them, x. 189. > < 

Bartholome%Uy St. massacre of, v. 260. 

Bathurdy Lor-d, his imagined vision of the. rising glories of 
America, iii. 42. * i 

BayUy Mr. an observation of his ou religioiiB pisva^HiiAti, 
ix. 365. . . 

Beauchampy Lord, his Bill ; Mr. Burke's vindicali^ft^ of his 
conduct with respect to it, iii. 374. 

Beautt/y observations on, i. 137. 203. Natural proportion 
not the cause of it, 2Q7. Nor custoqnary propoction, 
221. Beauty and proportion not ideas of the-sfiine na- 
ture, 223. The opposite to beauty not dispr0porti«>n, or 
deformity, but ugliness^ ibid. Fitness not the cause of 
beauty, ibid. Nor perfection, 231. How^ far the id^as 
df beauty may be applied to the faculties of the mind, 
a;}2. How far they may be applied to virtue,. US*. 
The real cause of beauty, 335. Beautiful objects small, 
.236. And smooth, 237. And gradually vaxiedr ^d^- 
And delicate, 240. And of mild or. diversified colours, 
^42. Beauty acts by relaxing the solids of" the whole 
system, 285. . . 

Jfo«/^, the venerable^ brief account of hi9ajX.27(>rAjii. 
^pdjbrdy tUe first Earl ot who,. viiL 38. 

i^ejg^tfm, Mftnii^, her condition and charaft^i^^^Vi 43^ ! 



Mlfgv^ii^tbB £aitli»dta Comfxtiiy suspect tbem of rebaHioo, 
,lvi. 56; , Plundered by order of Mn Haaliiigs, 70^ Pre- 
« T iaaet itff iseistng their treasuTea, xv» 41 7. 

Btnares, the capital of the Indian religion, iv. ^9. 168. Devas* 

: lafcioot of Xbrn province durmg Mr^ Hastio^V goverii* 

nient, xv. 248. xvl. 190. Projected sale of it to the 

Nabob of Oade, xv. 134. Nature of the Rajdi's autho* 

rity, iq8. Inipri$oned by Mr. Hastings's order, i6o. 

BejvfidtL, Pauli his character and conduct, iv. 30a. 

J^lsM^^^-extoitBnd eondilioQ of, ir. 84^ Nature ^f the g<i- 
TenHneat exercised there by Mr. Hastings, >xvr. 174,5. 
<Ganqi^t of it by the Emperor Akber, jtiii. Sa*\ Era 
of the independent soubahs, 83. Era of tlie British 
fi«»pire there, 84. 

iRengal Club, observations on it, vii. 20« 

Bidjigur^ fortress of, taken by order of Mr. Hastitigs, xr^ 1 75. 

Jlii^JJachisMiair murdered by die French regicides, ili^4C>. 

Bitterness^ in description, a source of the sublime', i. 199. 

JBiadBUiis^eiikcUiOtyla^i. 

ffoodkfBm, her character and conduct, x. 213. ■ •. --^ 

Boikanj his criticism on a tale in Ariostd, x. 158:. - 

Bolinghrokey Lord, animadversions on his philosophy, i. 3. 

Some characters of his style, 8. A presumptuous and 

superficial writer, v. 232. ' A remark of his on the sape- 

f'xiority of a monarchy over other forms of govemtnent, 

ibid. * ; 

S&niipgt^ iMttresB o^ surrendered to France, vili. 41. Im- 
portance of it to England, ikid. Godfrey of Boulogne 

' ' r eag»g«d in ' the Crttsade, X. 4^4. - • 

iffotxMtfs, victory of, impcMtant advantages of it to . France, 

> ■••' x.'529.- 

J^ai^mujof, ^ publiek, and the private lender not adverse psr^ 

V 7u4ias uaitbcoDtendiBg interests, vift; 355. ' 

:Bra6anf07i«v mercenary troopa in the time of Henry II. their 
character, X. 4812 1 

Bribing, by mtans of it, raider than by being bribed^ wicked 

v- pa]ittcian» bring rain on fnankind, iv. 315. 

£mM^, bis. ^aracter mid conduct, vit. 77. Pre&ce to his 

i.^i t address to his constituents, vii. 297. 

BrOain, invasion of by Caesar, x. 1 73. Account of its an- 
cient it^iablbaDts, 179, Invaded by Claudius, 205. Re^ 
|rieed byt Ostodua Scapula, 20& Finally subdued by 
Jcdius Agnicola^ 215. Why not sooner conquered, 2 19; 
Nature of the government settled there by the Ri^mans. 
223. First introductioii of Christianity, 24*^ DeseHea 
4qr the Bioinana, 114^'^ Entpy and settlement 4>f tM 
Saxons, and. their conversion to Christianity, '5^46. 

BritonSf 



••.•»^. 
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Britons^ more reduced than any other nation that fell under 
the German power, X. 255* ■■■.'. 

Browney Dr. efTect of his writings on the people of England, 
viii. 85. .• ., .- . 

.Buche, Captal dty his severe treatment of the Jacquerie in 
France, vi. 220. ' ' •• , • - 

Buildings^ too great length in them, prejudicial to gr^deur of 
effect, i. 185. Should be gloomy, to produce axi idea of 
the Sublime, 192. 

Burkei Mr. his sentiments respecting several leading mem* 
bers of the whig party, vi. 80. And respecting an 
union ol' Ireland with Great Britain, 364, 5. Aiid re- 
specting acts of indemnity as a means of reconciling 
France to a monarchy, vii. 187. His animadversions on 
the conduct of Mr. Fox, 223. His pathetic allusion to 
his deceased son, viii. 45. 

Burnelf Bishop, his statement of the methods which car* 
ried men of parts to Popery in France, v. 1272. 

Bute, Earl of, his resignation, li. 148. His successors re- 
commended by him, ibid. Supposed head of the court 
party called." Kings Men," 257* / 



Casar, Juliusy his policy with respect to the Gauls, x« 170, 
His invasion of Germany, 172. And of Britain^ 173. 

Calais, lost by the surrender of Boulogne, viii. 4.1. 

Calamity, its deliberations rarely wise, v. 410. Publtck cala- 
mity often arrested by the seasonable energy.of a^aingle 
man, vii. 366. , . - -- 

Caligula undertakes an expedition against Brifjain, x* 203, 4. 

Calonne, de, M. remarks on his work, L'Etat de la JTrance, 
V. 334. Extract from it, 421. ; ,. 

Campagnd, Buon, character of him, vii^ 37. j; 

Cflwpane//a, curious story concerning him, i. 261. 

Canada Bills, convention for. the liquidation of them, ii. 183. 

Canterbury, disputes between the suffragan bishops -of the 
province and the monks of the Abbey of St. Austin, 
X. 515. 

Cantons, French, origin and nature of them, v. 312. 24* 

Cantoo BaboQ, .Mr. Hastings's Banyan, his character, xtti^37. 

Canute, his character and conduct, x. 3o8» Remark^f^ his 
code of laws, 560, 

Capital^ monopoly of, not an evil, vii. 397^. 

Carc^ appearance of, highly contrary to our ideaai of magni- 
ficence, i, 188. 

Carnatic, 
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^amittidf'ilaey extent and condttfon of the cduntry, tv. 78. 
262-6. Dreadful devastation of it by Hyder All Khan, 
a^fgi \ ' ' . . . 

Caste^ consequence of losing it in India, xiii. 328. 
Castihy vdifierent from Catalonia and Arragon, vii. 39. 
CastUsy great numbers of them built in the reign of Stephen, 

Ca^ui^ry, origin and requisites of, vi. 208. Danger of pur* 

suing it too far, ibid. 
CathoUcksy letter to ' an Irish peer on the penal laws against 

t)iem, vi. 271. 
CelsuSy. his opinidn that internal remedies were not of early 

use, proved co be erroneous, x. 196. 
CereaUsy extract from his fine speech to the Gauls, vi. 335. 
C^on;^ and Reformation, difierence between them, viii. 19. 
Charles L defended himself on the practice of his prede* 

cedsotTS, iii. Q46. His ilijudged attempt to establish the 

rites of the church of England in Scotland, x. 7, 8. 
Charles Ih obliged, by the sense of the nation, to abandon the 

Dutch war, iii. 173. Brief character of him, vi. 45, 6. 

His government contrasted with that of Cromwell, vii, 196* 
Charles XII. of Sweden, parallel between him and Richard I. 

of England, X 502. 
Characters of others, principles which interest us in them, 

X. 151. 
Charity^ observations on, vii. 391. The magistrate must not 

inter/ere with it, ibid. 
Charters y are kept when their purposes are maintained, ir^ 

167-70; 
Chbihuiny Lord, his character, ii.419. His administration, ii. 3. 
Cheit Sing, Rajah of Benares, nature of his authority, iv. 60. 

.;. Kv« 108*^ Imprisoned by order of Mr. Hastings, 157. 
Ckeseidsn, Mr. his story of a boy who was couche^d for a cata* 

ract, i. 278, 
Chester, the county palatine of, oppressed until the reign of 

Henry Vm. iii. 87. 
Chesterfield^ Lord, his conduct (when Lord Lieutenant of Ere^ 

land) with respect to the Roman Catholicks, vi. 291. 
Christendom, the several states of it have all been formed 

slowly and without any unity of design, viii. 251. 
CAm/ianify, original introduction of, into Britain, x. 242. - 
Church, the, has power to alter her rites and disbipline, x. 5, 6. 
f^urch Establishment in England, observations on it, v. 190-6. 

Eulogy on it, ix. 438. x. 37, 38.59-61. Education of 

its clergy contrasted with that of the Roman Cathotick 

clergy, vi. 286. Convocation of the clergy a psLVt of tbn 

constitution, 
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conetituHon, iti. 181 . Obseirvatidtis ob the (^dyistbii niad% 
for the clergy liy the Seme, v. 1906. 

Cicero, remarks on his orations against Verres,, xvi.^^8. 

CircumstanctSy importance ot ihtan in all pdliticjil prhi|6iplei$, 
V. 36.x. 58. ^ 

CiitxcMy not to be listened to, in matters that relate to agri- 
culture, vii. 391, 2. 

Ciml Lisi, debts due on it, requeH for a 8{iipi)W for discharg- 
ing them, how made, ii. 308, 9, Plan of fe^ohotoy rela- 
tive to it, lii. 334. 

Civil Wars corrupt the manners of the people, iil. ^52. 

CMI vicinity, law of, what, viii, I'Sj-f, 

Civil society, erand object of it, ix. i66, 

C/rtfwOMr, jttdtinable when it is C^i^sed by abuse, x. 127. 

Clarendon, Coristitutions of, x. 461-3. 

Ckudiusy the Emperor, invaded Britain, x. 205. 

CtkOering, Sir John, eulogy on him, xiv. 9. kvi. 25^» 

Clear expression, different from H strong one, 1. 3 2p, 1 . 

Chtimess not necessary for affecting the passions,- i, 16J. 

Clergtj, convocation of, apart of the cdnsdtutlbnj' JH. 181. 
^Observations on the provision made by the stdte fbr them, 
v. 190^. 295. 

Clergy, Roman Catholick, in France, character of them before 
tne Revolution there, v. 198, 9. 265-8. Laws 6f WiBiam 
and Anne respecting the Popish clergy in Irelahcl, fx. 345. 
Review of the state of the cleigy in En^lahii ddifn to 
the reign of Henry II. x. 345. 

CHvis, Lord, sent to India, xiiL 143. His conduct there, 144, 5. 

Cloots, Anacharsis, observations on his conduct, ik. 49* 

Coke, Lord, ingenious quotation in his' reports, i. 6, His 
obdervatibrt on discretion in judicature, yi. 359. 

CohnieSi commercial, mode of levying taxes 111 them, Iei' diffi- 
cult and important consideration, ii. 1 14. 

Colonists import ten times more from Great Britain th^ they 
eend in return, ii. 164. Character of the British colo- 
nists in America, 166. 

Cdionrs, soft and cheerful ones unfit to produce grand images, 

i. 193- 
Comedy, observations on, x, 153-7. Aristotle's distinction 

between it and Tragedy, 1 57. 
Comines, Philip de, his remarks On the English civil wars, 

ix. 277. 
Coinmerce and Liberty, the two main source* 6t po#er td 

Great Britain, iii. 7. Great increase of, in America, 

Comfrton Law, nature of if, x. 534. 

Common 



Cmmon Pleas, court of, it^ orjgiii, n. 539. 

Commons^ the Housjepf^, pbsenfation^ on U6 JuUi^rj^ ao^ cbirac- 
tjBr, ii. 285., .v., 9^,7. What quali^9 recQiipiDepd a man 
to a se^ ii^ 1^ in popular election?, ii. 294. Q^gh^ tp be 
cbnnpected with the people, 307. Haa a character of 
it9 Qw;n,^424. Duty of the members to their CQnsti* 
tuents^ iji. 18. A council to advise,. as well as aA accu* 
ser to criminate, iv. 151. Can never control other parts 
of the government unless the members themselvjea are^ 
controlled by their constituents, ii* dP2. Du^. of a. 
meniber to his constituents, ili. 1^2. Gei^erai ojl^t^- 
vations on the character and duties of it, ii.,287.iv. I4d« 

159* Concise view of its proceedings on the East Ii\4^ 
question, 160-181. Cannot renounce its share of autlio- 

nty, V. 57. In legal construction the se^se of the .pegdlt^^ 

of England is to be- collected, from it, iv^ 141, 2. 1^ 

most; powerful and most corruptible part of th^ .British 

. constjtation. x. 65, A superintendence oyer the |»^^« 

ceedings ot the courts of justice, one of its. pri^pipal 

objects, 109. 

Commontoealths, not subject to the laws that deterrak^e the 
duration of individuals, vii. ^66. viii. 78« 9. 

dommunes, in France, their origin and nature, v. 319. i^ 25. 

Q^PWgS^^or^l Hi §axon law, ^hat, Jf * 35d- 

Condorcct,9 brief character of him, vii. 5?. 79. E^ract from 

a publication of his, 59. 
Qoiifidimcef uiisuspecting5 in gQverimient, importance . of it,, 

iii. 19;. Confidence of mankind, how tp be. secured, 

.. vii^. 304. ' . - v 

Cqnnextonst political, held honourable in the commonweftlths 
of,aotiqwty,:ij.,33a. Observations on them, 333:6. 

Cofigues^ cannot give ^ right to arbitrary pow^r, xiii. 167*^ 

Conscience^ a tender onp oi^ght to be tenderjy handled, x. 57. 

Ci^i^qMi^ the Greats changes made by him in the jntexAftl. 
policy of the Rpman .empire^ x. 241,. 

Qomiantinopte^ anecdote, of the vi^it of an English pount^i^) 
, Muire to, viii. .271 , Anecdpte of the Greeks at the t^ing 
of it, i^. 107, 

Constituents^ in England, more in the spirit of the; constitJ^tion 

< tQ^ lessen than to enlarge their number,. ii,i.35t pii^ 

tp their representatives, lii. 359:^1. .C.owpjdsivein^ruc- 

tion fi^om them first resisted by Mr. Burke, yi^ ^ 1 6. Pbiutm 

in which they are incop(^)etept . to give advice^ tq their 

\. rep[rfifiienj;fltiYes, ?{. 7€u . ^ , 

Constitution^ a change in it, an immense operation, It, 1^36^323- 

Only to be attempted in times of general Q^s>Smo(k%;i¥4i 

No 



No constitution can presenre itself, ix. 112. The wlKfTe 
•c^em^ of the finglisfa constitution is U^ pt&^tMtty one- 
' of its principles from going too far, vi.' 2^8. Was not 
suddenly formed, a6i. Commendation -df it by Mon- 
tesquieu, 263, 4. Only means of its subversio^,'i¥hat, 
vii. 275. Euk>gy on it, v. 436. viii. 49. 3C. 104. Danger 
of disgracing the frame and constitution of the state, 
106, 7. 

Comtittdional Society, what, v. 31. 

Gontij de. Prince, observations on his conduct, vii. 157. 

C<miracty an implied one always between the labourer 9nd his 
employer, vii. 380. 

OomhracHng parties, not necessary that they should have 
diiferent interests, vii. 382. 

Ckmfroli and exercise of authority, contradictory, vi. 204; 

Convccaiian of the clergy, though a part of the cons tit cb;ion, 

' • now called for form only, iii. 181. 

Conmay, General, moves- Che repeal of the American Stamp 

. AcU ii. 403- 405- 407* 
CorntoaUiSf Lord, extracts from the account of his trial, xiv. 

316. 
Comrvallisy Lord, his evidence at the trial of Warren Hastings, 
xvi. 369. , . . f . , 

Caronatio/i Oath, ebservationa on it^ with respect to t^ 

Roman CathoHcks, vi. 319-27. :- 

Corpora/e bodies, importance of them, v. 286.- '2^4i 
Corruption of nature and example, the only ^ecority ^g^st 

it, what, iii. 196, 7. . - •' ' ^ 

Corruption in pecuniary matters, the suspicion of it liQWto be 
^ • -avcMded, iv. 300. ' '• - "» -i 

Cossim Ally Cawn, his character and conduct, xiiii;l<}o.'^ 
Countf^, love of, remarks on it, xv. 346. ... -i >..'.x 

Credit and Power, incompatible, ii. 132. ,^' .i.> 

Crimes, the acts of individuals not of denominations, iii/ 4 18. 

According to the criminal law, what, ix. 373. 
CromvoeUj brief character of him, v. 102, 3. His conduct in 

the appointment of judges, vi. 15, 16. His conduct in 

government, 45. His government contrasted with that 

of Charles n. vii 1 96. 
Crossy the form of it not so grand in architecture fls- the 

parallelogram, i. 183. . .. ., 

Cranny the influence of it, what, ii. 229. Inheritable imture 

' of ij;, V. 59. Maintained .at the Re volition, 56. , The 

only legitimate channel of communicatioa with other 

nations, vii. 223* 
Crtf^oc/e) origin and progress of it, x. 4%0'9, -,' - 

' ' Curfexii^ 
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Curfefusj the origin aod policy of it, x. 402* 

Curi(k^tyi 1^ first and simplest emotion of the human mind, 

i 121. General observations on ft, 122. 
Custom^ observations on it, i.22i. Not the cause of pleasure, 
> •'■ a2a.. . '• •,... ■■ t' " 

Cypruif account of the conquest of it by Richard I. x. 4^2. 



D. 

Danger and pain, with certain modifications, delightful,*!. J 34. 

The sense of it an attendant of the sublime, 158. The 

danger of any thing very dear to us, removes all other 

affections from the mind, vi. 115. 
JDarytnew, terrible in its own nature, i. 278* Why? 279, 

Mr. Locke's opinion concerning it, considered, a7(>. 

Darkness and gloom necessary to the sublime in buijd- 
' ing, 192. More productive of sublime ideas than lightj 

DaviSf Sir John, his statement of the policy of the English 
government with regard 10 Ireland, iii. 82. vi. 336* 

Z)ay, not so sublime as night, i. 193. 

Deoi Sing, his character, xiii. 299-302. 

Debt, interest of, the only thing that can distress a nation^ 
ii. 84. 

Debts, civile faults of the law with regard to them, iii. 37(7, 
Observations on publick debts, v. 281. 

Dectitful men can never repent, vi. 10. 

D^laratifMli of Right, contains the principles of the Revolt'*' 
tion of 1688, V. 50. Framed by Lord Somers, 53. Pro- 
ceeds" upon the principle of reference to antiquity, 75^8. 

Defensive measures, though vigorous at first, relax by de- 
grees, vii. 57. Necessary considerations with regard t^ 
^ them,^ ix* II 1 1 . 

Definitions, frequently fallacious, i. 97. 

Deformity not bpposed to beauty, but to complete, commqjt 
Jorrn,^!, 220. 

Deity, idea of power the most striking of his attributes, i. 174. 

Delamere, Lord, extract from the account of liis trial, xiv. 3 18. 

Dedight, what, i. 129. How derived from terror, 2(53. Com- 
pared with pleasure, 128. Derived sometimes from the 
misfortunes of others, 142. The attendant of every pas^ 
• 6ion which animates us to any active purpose, 143. - 

Defkikracy, •no example in modern times of a consid^table^ 
one, V. 230. An absolute one, not to be reckoned among 
the legitimate forms of government, 230, i^: Aristotle's 
observation on the resemblance between a democracy 

and 
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and A tyranny^ 831, Vice of the aneiMt deftiooriici^ 

V. 370. ' The foodful nurse of ambitioo, vi, 904* 
'Deparlmenti in Franoe, origin of them, v. 312. 
Pdp/Ahat a 'grander effect than height, i. \yg4 
JjieMcripdonf verbal, a means of raising a stronger emotion than 

painting, i« t68« 
DesttaUe thmgs, always practicable, iii. 343. 
DeipotUm^ nature of it, ii. 231. xiii. i6()-8. 
D* Eipremintl^ the illustrious' French magistrate, murdered 

oy the revolutionists, ix. 38. 
Dialoguef advantages and disadvantages* of it as a mode of 

argumentation, ix. 165, G. 
Difference in taste, commonly so called, whence, i. 107^ 8. 
Difficulty^ a source of greatness in taste, i. 187. Difficulty 

in morals, importance and advantage of it, v* 301 , 2. 
pignitjf national, no standard for rating the conditions of 

peace, viii. 107. 
Dimension f greatness of, a powerful caMso of, the sublime, 

i. 179. Necessary to the sublime In building, i$5. But 
, incompatible witli beaoiy, 907. 
Dinageporr, Raiah of, account of him, xvi. 318. 
Diogenes, anecdote of hiip, vi. 73, 4. 
DirecUn/f the, by whom settled, x« 14. Rejected at the 

Revolution, ilid, 
Disappointment t what, i. 130. 
*^ Discontents" thoughts on the cause of tho present, i'u 2 17, 

Produced by a system of favouritism, 259. 
Discretion t Lord Coke's remark on it, vi. 359. 
Dncretionart/ powers of the monarch should bo ei^erpisfd 

upon pubhck principles, ii* 9O0. 
Discrimination, a coarse one, the greatest enemy to accuracy 

of judgment, vii. 388. 
Diuenters, observations on the Test Act against them, vi. 325. 
Distress f greatf never teaches wise lessons to mankind, vj. 12. 
Distrust, advantages of it, vii. 166. 
jpisunion in Government, mischief of it, ii. 204* 
Divorce, observations on, viii. 1 76. 
Doomsday Book, origin and nature of it, x> 402* 
^\ Double Cabinet,*' what, ii. 23'i. Nature and design. of iti 

240. Mischievous conduct of it, 271^ How recOmmenil^ 

at court, 279. Its operation upon Parliameivt, fl86« Sin- 
gular doctrine propagated by it, 32p« 
Drama, hints for an essav on it, x. 147. 
Dramatic writing, difficulty o^ it, x. 147. Origin of it, 152., 34 
Druids, some account of their origin and character, x. 186. 

The opinion that their religion was founded on th^nnity 

of tti0 Godhead, confuted, 198. 

Dryden, 
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Drydeh^ his translation of a passage in Virgil, viii. 976. 
JDu BoSf his erroneous tl^eory respecting the effect of paint • 

ing, on the passions^ i. ) 63. 
Duptriy M. de la Tour, his account of the state of the army 

in France, v. 375. 
Dunkirk, demolition of, ii. 1 87. 
Dunning, Mr. brief character of him» iii. 394. 
Durham, county palatine of, misgoverned until Uie reign of 

Charles II. iii. 89. 
Duty, people do not like to be told of it, vi. 202. Dependent 

on the will, 204. Determined by our lot in life, iv. 44. 

208. Effectual execution of it, how to be secured, 

iii. 338. 



E. 

East India Company, origin of it, xiii. 26 System of its 
service, 29. A fundamental part of their constitution, 
jthdt the whole shall be a written government, 53. Two 
sources of its power, 2a. Its negotiations with govern- 
ment, ii. 125. Observations on their charter, iv. 9. Ex- 
tent and population of their possessions, 16-19. ^^^* 
serrations on their conduct, 2b. Their treatment of the 
nations indirectly subject to their authority, 44. 85. 
Concise view of the proceedings of the House of Com- 
mons relative to them, 1 59- 1 8 1 . 

East Indies, origin of the extensive British possessions there, 
iv. 161, note, 

Easter, 'whence the name derived, x. 2G1. Disputes about 
the time of celebrating it, promote the study of astro- 
nomy, 279. 

Ecdesiastical establishment in England, observations on it, 
V. 190-6. 

Ecclesiastical investitures, origin and nature of them, x. 437. 

Economy and war not easily reconciled) ii. 59. Difficulty of 
attempting a plan of it, iii. 232-36. Admirable system of 
It, in France, by Necker, 238-44. Rules for a proper 
plan of it, 255-7. .Things prescribed by the principies 
pf radicai economy,^ 285. Political economy had its ori- 
gin in England, viii. 27. Description of real economy, 

Education, effect of it on the colonists in America, iii. 54. 

Description of a good one, vi. 30. xvi. 268, 
Ethxtrd the Confessor, his character and conduct; x. 310. 
Eleetiojp^ popular, of magistrates, importance of it, ii. 263. 
Vol. XVI. fv Right 
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Right of, wlml. 304. Mischief of a frequent electioii« 
319. X. 77. The charge of it, an important considera- 
tion, 80-3. 

Eliiahdhf sister of Louis XVL murdered by the Frendi iif^ 
cides, ix. 40. 

Empires, do not fall by their own weight, ix. 23. 

EmphyteuMU of the llomans, nature of it, ix. 390. 

England, its constant policy with regard to France^ vii. 109, 
10. Eulogy on its constitution, viii. 49. Will alwayi 
take the greatest share in any confederacy against Fianct, 
vii. 109. viii. 91, 2. Natural representation of[ the peo- 
ple, what it is, 141. Nature of its monarchy, iu^t^j-g* 

Enmity, when avowed it) always felt, ix. 59. 

Enthusiasm, excited by other causes besides religion^ v!ii.237« 

Eostre, a goddess wortihipped by the Saxons, x. 260* 

Epicweans, tolerated by the rcist of the Heathen worU, 
X* 33» 3* Their system of physics, the most rational of 
antiquity, x. 278. Why discredited, ibid* 

FAfuilj/, criminal, a monster in jurisprudence, ii. 297. 

Established Keligion of the State, has often torn to pieccf 
the civil establishment, ix. 395. Method adopted oy the 
constitution respecting those publick teachers, who are 
to receive the support of the state, x. 13* 

Established Church, ought to be defended, x. 37, 8. 

EfUablixhment, legal, grounds of a legislative alteration of it, 
X. 10. 

Etiquette, advantages of it, viii. 329. 

Europe, general division of it, previous to the universal difb- 
sion of the Roman power, x. 1G5. The original iohd- 
bitants of Greece and Italy of the same race with the 
people of Northern Europe, 167. View of the ^tate o^ 
Europe at the time of the Norman invasiop, 369. • 

Evidence, circumstantial, remarks on it, xiv. 397. .1 : 

Example, the only argument of effect in civil li^, iL 2^. 
The only security against a corrupt one, what, iii^ i<fi, 7- 
The school of mankind, ii. 205. viii. ig'j^ 

Executions f publick, observations on them» be. 268, 

Exercise^ necessary to the finer organic i. 265. 
Expression^ a clear one different from a strong onf, L 920, 1. 
Eye, the, wlien beautiful, 1.244. / -. : .L , - 

Eyre, Sir Robert, (Solicitor General) extr^ fnain bpf sp^i 
at the trial of Dr. Sacheverel, vi, X7a ir.,,. ,,,[.,: 
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Factions^ ought to be suppressed by government, x. 45. 

FatH^^ a passion for it, the instinct of all great sools, ii. 4124, 
The separation of it from virtue, a harsh" divorce, iii. 203. 

Fanaticism, epidemical, mischievous tendency of it, v. ^78. 
May be caused as much by a theory concerning govern- 
ment, as by a dogma in religion, vi. 239. 

Farmer, dangerous to try experiments on himj vii. 393. 
Amount of hjs usual profits, what, ibid. Difficulty of his 

task. 395-393. 

Faixmritism, a system of, at variance with the plan of the 
legislature, ii. 260. 

Fear, cause of it, i. 259. Early and provident fear the mother 
of saftty, X. 53. 

Feeling, the beautiful in it, what, i. 547. 

Femak sex, the moral sensibility more acute in them than in 
men, xvi. 117. 

Finance, new projects of, proceedings of men of sense -with 
" i^ect to them, ii. 131. 

Finark^s, importance of them to a state, and dlfficiiky of 
i<iaii{|grng them, v. 403-5. Three standards to judge of 
the condition of a state with regard to them, ii. 84. Ad- 
mirable management of the French finances, iii. 238«-45.. 

Financier, duty of a judicious one in franung a plan of eco- 
nomy, ii. 108. And in securing a revenue, v. 405. 431.. 

Fh;€^ why worshipped by the Oruids, x. 194. 

Ffymii^i', a virtue only when it accompanies the most perfect 

'. ■ 'Wisdom, ii. 224. 

J^/i^, ndttheCause of beauty, i. 233. The real effects of it, 

'' '*-«7.-^ ' , . 

Flatteryi ^hy so prevalent, i. 149. 

Florence, the republick of; how originated, x. 375. 

FdHe^' ite great and acknowledged effect and reputation n6t 
• in^paired by an unwillingness to exert itself, iii. 34. Use 
of it tempomryi uncertain, and hurtful to the object 
which ' It; is designed to preserve, 47 . 

Forest Juands, prop^d to Parliament concerning them, iii.* 

' ''^•j^-4^'^ ^' - -" ■— < ^ -• ' 

Foster, Judge^ extract from hie discour^s, Xiv. 313. ^ 
(Fdjfcy(Ml*.)^Mr. Bwke's panegyric of him, iv. 129^ Mr. Burke 
reluctantly dtssents from his opinion concemiiig France, 
v. lo. Animadversion o» his commendations of the 
French Revolution, vi. 92. vii. 223. Political principle 
maintained by him, vii. 247. His conduct contrasted 
with that of Mr. Pitt, 289. 

p F 2 France, 
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France^ prosperous state of it before the Revolution, yiii. 8 1. 
From its vicinity, always has been and always must be 
an object of our vigilance with regard tp its poiper or 
examplef, ▼. 7. Barbarous treatment suffered^ by thie King 
and Queen at the Revolution, 138-146. Apostrophe to 
the Queen, 149. Chivalry of France extinguished by 
the Revolution, ibid.. Remarks on its population^ ^35. 
Brief review- of its condition before the Revolu(loi^> 935- 
S43. Degraded office to which the Kin^ wa« i^ppinted 
by the Revoiutiomsts, 355-8. vi. 2a-6. yii. 66* . S|ate of 
things there during the Revolution, vl. 8^,... Cliaracter 
of the King s brothers, vii. 149. The liberties of Bufope 
dependent on its being a great and prepondei:atuig 
power, x8o. Observatioiis on the sufferings ofihei^ueen, 
IX. 39, Character of the aristocracy before the ft evolu- 
tion, V. 251-3, ix 38. 
French moiiied interests at variance with the laiided interests, 
V. 206. Literary cabal, tlieir plan for the destruct^^ of 
Christianity, 207-270, 1. Frenchmen naturally more 
intense in their application than Englishmen, *vi; 67. 
Mischievous consequences of this, ihid. French emi- 
grants in England, capable of being serviceable in re- 
storing tlie monarchy to trance, vii. 146. 
French Revolution, characterized as one ot doctrine arid theo- 

retick dogma, vii. 13. Its fundamental princii>le!,' ife. 
French Directory, the, characters pf the meftibfers. 6f tt, viii. 
346. Their conduct to the foreign ambassadbrs, ix. 48. 
Franchise and ofSce, difference between them, vi. 3! i; Effect 

of separating property from it, 315. ■"■ ' 

Franklin, Doctor, conjectures on his visit to Paris,' ix> 163*. - 
Freedom, the great contests for it in Englarid, diiefi]^ on the 
question of taxation, iii. 50. But m the ant^ent com- 
monwealths, chiefly on thd right of elation of niagis- 
trates, or on the balance am<Mig the several ordm-s^ of die 
state, ibid. Character of civil freedom, 184^ 5* 'Our best 
securities for it obtained from princes who weie even 
warlike or prodigal, ix. 33. ' i' # » 

Friends of the People," origin add proeeedit)gs''of the dub 
so called, vii. 229. A seditious petitiou otthbirs, 273. 
Friends of the liberty of the Pressi" a olob formed under 
the auspices of Mr. Fox, vii. 239. Origin and oliaracter 
of it, ibid. 
Frugality, founded on the principle that all riches have limits, 
111. 282 
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CdMwr, the paesioafor it, inherent iii human nature, iii 263. 

,..•:.' A. general «pirit of it encouraged by the Kevolutionists 

1 o.'<jn France, v. 345. Not unpleasant, vi. ,ia. They who 

' I'HTe under its influence, treat their fortunes lightly, Q54. 

. Gorriok, ^a uiecdote of him, ix. 47. 

pauli, Iheir early incursiona into Greece and Italy, x. 168. 
■' " ■ Beduded at last under ihe Romans bj Cnius Cierar, !6y. 

' ''Polic}' of Catsar with regard to them, 1 70. 
■Gf)n^, difiicutty.it has to contend with, vli. 40t. 
.^fenwi, i^epubliuk of, how originated, x. 375. 
■'ptnims^ theongrnal inhabitants of Hindoslan, xiii. 63-73. 
I ''.liistribulion of the people, 67. Origin and character 
' "of tlieir laws, fiOO. ExtractS'from Halhed's truntlation 

, of them, XV. 67. 
fjeiituti Law, ihe primeval law of India, xv, 6j. "* 
George II., his character, ii. 943. 
George III., state of ihe nation, and proceedings 6t gorera- 

nient, at his accession, ij. 235. ' .' 

Germdnick Custumary, the soufce of the polity of every 

country in Europe, viii. 183. 
Ccnaajii, of Scythian original, x. 363. Brief account Of their 

manners and institutions, 338. 
Germany, hnw likely to be affected by the Revolution in 
iTance.vi], 35. Tlieoutlinesof theconstitulion ofEng- 
bnd originated there, x. 39S. 9. 
Gkingei Khan, observBttons on his code, xv. 73. 
Ct&raiEtar, importance of it to England, vii.91. 
GUutaitburjf Abbey, its wttraordinary wealth and splendour, 
-.-.■, ■X,»7S. 

Go'/ie^eejis, what, ri. agC- The world governed by them.tiirf. 
■iGlooil 'biatr of every roan, ought to be protected by the 
'-, ('. mIjws, X, ^«i5, 16* . 
' Gotkici. ca»ttimary,:t}\e source of the polity of all [he nations 

in Europe, viii. 183. 

■i-Oo'eernment, formB«£a free one not altogether incompatible 

with.the ends of an arbitrary one, li. 339. Project of 

;-.U' government devised in the court of Frederick Prince of 

- -,1^1 'fWalesi, ii. 033^ Considered, 336, 7. Nature anddesign 

of it, 248. Name of it, 256. Important ends of a mixed 

1 ...1 gemmmffnt, 360.- viii. 367. x. 73. Folly of hazardipg 

plans of government, except from a seat of authority, 

iii. 39. Government, a practical thing, iii. 183-4. V. i33-i). 

Character of a free one, iii i?3. An eminent criterion 

r F 3 of 
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of a wise one, 246. Reforai in it should be early and 
temperate, iii. 247, 8. Without means of some (Change, 
is without the means of its conservatibri, v, 5^. Tm- 
culty of fhiming a free one, 434 The particular fbrm 
of it to be determined by the circumstances and habits 
of a country, vi. 133. A theory conceriifng it ihay be 
the cause of fanaticism as much as a dogma in religion, 
S39. The establishment of one, a difficult undertslnhg 
for foreign powers to act in as principals, vii. 1 26. Not 
£ubject to the laws that regulate the duration of indivi- 
duals, 366. viii. 78, 9. Restraint, the great purpose of 
it, viL 375.. viii. 23, 24, Policy of it in times of scarcity, 
vii. 403, 4. Important problem concerning it, 416. Pe- 
rishes only through its own weakness, 41 c^. Impossible, 
witlxHit property, viii. 255, 6. Ought to attend much 
to opinions, x. 43. Stands on opinion, 93. 

GracCj acts of, impolicy of them, iii. 378, 9. 

Gracefulness, an idea belonging to posture and moiiany i. 246. 

Granaries f publick, danger of erecting them, vii. 400. Only 
fit for a state too small for agriculture, 402. 

Grand. Seigniory the, not an arbitrary monarch, xiii. 177. 

Great personages, wisely provided that we should interest 
ourselves in their fate, xv. 197. Always made the ob- 
jects of tragedy, ibid. 

Greece^ its original inhabitants of the same race as the people 
of northern Europe, x. 167. Situation of It from a 
remote period, i68. 

Greek Church, character of its clergy, vi. 285. 

Green Cloth, court of, its origin, iii. 277. 

Grenville, Mr. character of him, ii. 389. 

Grenville, Lord, eulogy of him, viii. 4. 

Grief, nature of it, i. 130. 

Guienne, William, Duke of, engages in the Crusade, x. 426. 

Guilt, when gigantic, often overpowers our ideas of justice, 
vii. 194. Expedients for concealing it, frequently the 
cause of its detection, xiii. 275. Is never wise, 274, 5. 
XV. 136. 

H. 

" Habeas Corpus'' remarks upon the suspension of it, iii. 
1469. 

Habit and use, not the causes of pleasure, i. 222. 

Hale, Sir Matthew, Cromweirs declaration to him when he 
appointed him judge, vi. 15, 16. Defect in his history 
of the Common Law, x. 551. Causes of it, ibid, 

Hallied's 
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flalked^s translation of the Gentoo Code, remarks on it, 

UaUmate^ or Court Baron, what, x. 339. 

J^mna^f Colonel, his character and conduct, xv. 341. ' 

Happi^esSf civil, )vhat, vii. 378. 

Hardwicke^ Lord, his declaration on rules of evidence> xiv. 

377-9- 
HArriitgLoriy his opinion on the government of a state without 

property, viii. 256. 

Hc^^ingiy Mr, Articles of charge against him presented to 
the House of Commons, 1706, xi. 370. xii, 321. Appen- 
dix to the viiith and xvith Charges, xii, 321-328. 
Speeches of Mr. Burke on the Impeachment of him, 
xiii. i. — xiv. 281. Report from tlie Committee, on inspec- 

. tion of the Lords' Journals, in relation to tlieir proceed- 
ings on his trial, with the Appendix, 281. His conduce 
in the treaty with the Mahrattas, iv. 30. His treatment 
of the Nabob of Oude, 46. His treatment of the Be- 
gums, 57. 69.73. Arrests the Rajah o( Benares, xi. 41 1. 
Gives orders for the seizure of the treasures of the Begums, 
448. Authorizes the Nabob of Oude to seize upon, and 
confiscate to his own profit, the landed estates of his pa- 
rents, kindred, and principal nobility, 455. Endeavours to 
stifle an enquiry into his proceedings, xii. ^, 9. Regula- 
tions of the East India Company with respect to the viola- 
tion of their orders by Mr. Hastings, 119. His conduct 
with regard to the allowance to Sir Eyre Coote, 129. 
And to Brigadier General Stibbert, 130, 1. And to Sir 
John Day, 133, 4. And to the government of Fort 
William, 135, 6. And with regard to the supply of 
grain at Fort St. George, 1 38. Charged with tlie vio- 
lation of the orders of the East India Company, in the 
case of Munoy Begum, 145, And of the Phousdar of 
Houghly, 147. And in the case of money which he 
admitted he had privately received, 157. Tenders his 
resignation, by Mr. Lauchlin Maclaine, 1G7. Edward 
Wheler, esq. is appointed in his room, 168, 9. J\lr. H. 
denies that his oflTice is vacated, 170. General Clavering 
presides in Council as Governor General of Bengal, 
on the presumed resignation ofMr. H. 170. His irre- 
gular proceedings subsequent to his resignation, 171. 
Decision of the Judges on the proceedings of General 
Ciaveriugj 173. His conduct with regard to the Sur- 
geon General, 189. And to Archibald Frazer, esq. 190. 
He appoints R. J.. Sullivan to the office of Resident at 
.the Durbar of the Nabob of Arcot, 203. Recommends a 

F F 4 treaty 
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' : tnsaty with the BanQft of Oohud, 905. His oonduci 
with regard to the landed estates of Beogal> 2lii3> Per-* 
iQits his own Banyan to hold-fanns to'a large atsount 
in diflbroit districtSy hi violation of his own regulationl^ 
217. Changes the system of the collection t>f tbe*pub* 
lick revenue, and the administration of civil and erkniv 
.nal jastioe, by provincial councils, throughout the pro^ 
vinccs, 324. Refuses to relieve the distress of the 
>Iabob of Oude, 239. Illegally assumes the delegatiOD 
of the whole functions of the Council, for the purpose ^f 
enteciitg into a treaty with the Nabob of Arcot, 247^ 9^ 
Unnecessarily burdens the Nabob of Oude \vith the 
raaintcoance of troops, to the destruction of British ctis^ 
cipline, by difihising among them a general spirit of pecu- 
lation, 253. Receives unlawful presents from, and makes 
unjustifiable demands on the Nabob of Oude, 254I Ui^ges 
the capital punishment of Almas AliKh&n, on his ample 
allegation of offences, 31&. Establishes in the govern^* 
-xiaeal a systeoi of disreputable and ruinous interference^ 
323. Attempts to abandon the British army to the di»« 
cretion <^ die Nabob of Oude, 328. Gives order fctf 
the imprisonment of Mahomet Reza Khan, without proofs 
. ipf. his guilt, 349. Appoints Munny Begum to be guaiu 
dian to the Nabob of Bengal, 355. Endeavours to 
aggrandize the power of the Mahrattas, 372-405. The 
Mogul ddivered up to them, through his ihstmmen- 
tality, 372. He libels and asperses the Court of Direc- 
tors, 405. Forces the Mahrattas into a war, by re- 
peatedly invading their country, 418. Conckides a 
dishonourable treaty of perpetual alliance with them, 
439. His conduct with regard to the rights of Fyeoola 
Khan, 455. 464. Demands five thousand horse Grom 
Fyzoola Khan, 481. His conduct with regard to the 
treaty of Chunar, 492. Consequences of the treaty, 499. 
Confiscates the esiates of the nobility of Bengal^ xiii. 
230. Appoints Gunga Govin Sing to receive presents 
and corrupt bribes, 283. Throws off his responsibility, 
T)y delegating his power to a nominal council, 341. Pro- 
ceeds to Benares with an illegal commission, xv. 147. 
His treatment of the women and children of the Rajali 
Sujah ul Dowlah, xvi, 90. Effect of his conduct on the 
revenues and prosperity of the province of Oude, 141, 2. 
Nature of the government exercised by him in Bengal, 
174, 5. His conduct in the appointment of a successor 
toMahmed Reza Khan, 186. And with regard to the 

article 
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* ^'> '^article of contraicts, ago. Charged with taking a bribe 
/^ of £.100,000 from the Nabob of Oude, 3fi5r 6. Violates 
3:iii 'the treaty of Poninda, 400. 

Jimoksr Sn John, extract from hi9 speech at tbie trial of 
-d.Doctar Sacheverel, vi. 154-167. 
He^hty less grand than depth, i. 179. 
Hehetiif remarkable emigration of them related by Caesar^ 
••?. X. 182. 

Netiry I. of England, brief account of his reign, x. 448. 
Henrffll, of England, brief account of his reign, Xr 451. 
Hcnr^ IV. of England, his conduct relative to the duchy 

and county palatine of Lancaster, iii. 267. 
Henry IV. of France, brief character of him, r. 349, 50. 
i/ft, or Columkill, brief account of it, x. ^76* 
Hindostan, eras in its history, xiiL 75. 
Hindik Religion, its tendency, xiii. 70. Hinddi pcHty de- 
stroyed by Mr. Hastings, 85. ' ■''.' 
History y moral lessons to be drawn from it, v, 1257,^ a6l, 2, 
vii. 196 Caution with regard to the study of it, i|^, 9. 
HobbeSf a remark of his on war, i. 17. f -* 
Hdland, Sir J(^n, extract from his speech ftt the trial of 
r . Doctor Sacheverel, vi. 1 80. ■ 1 ;i : • 
H&fy:.Landf view of the condition of it at the* commence- 

'! ment of the third crusade, x. 490. 

HSiner, hi& art in framing similitudes^ i. 107. A simile from 

f i ' libe Iliad, 1 2 7. His representation of disoord> obscure 

- '(8dd magnificent, 167. No instance, in the Iliad^of the 

• fail o£ any man remarkable for great strength touches 

a biW'Widi pity, 198. Has given to the Trojans more of 

oihe tmiiable and social virtues than to the Greeks, ibid, 

1 - The passion he desires to raise with regard to the Trojans, 

hi)" 08 pity ; admiration, with regard to the Greeks, 39S, ^99. 

His masterly representaticm of the grief of Priam at the 

n. j:daath of Hector, vi. 115. Observation on his represen* 

<i AiaiJum of the ^osts of heroes at the sacrifices of (Jly sses, 

X..193* His works first introduced into England by 

: TheodcHTus,- Archbishop of Canterbury, 275. 

Jhntst men, xk> safety for them but by believing evil of evil 

. mea, vi. 9. 
Horatsey the truth of an assertion in his Art of Poetry, disr 
cussed, i. 163. A passage from him in confirmation of 
Mr. Burke's theory of the Sublime, 1 75. 
HoMsekold^ The Uoyal, has strong traces ofjettdality^ iii. 27G. 
House of Lords, iee Lords. 
House of Coramfins. see Commons. 
Howard, the Philanthropist, his character, iii. 380. 

Hudibras, 
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H^ihrMi liQHlorous tinei fVcmi, applichbte to the modem 

• irhigA, vi. (85. 

Hume, Mr. hb account of the Secret of Roui«eau'ii principles of 
composition, V. 308. Hiis remarkd on JoFifn Ball, vii. 5S. 

Humilit^j true, the basis of the Christian Sj^tem, ti. 31. Hu- 
manity cannot be degraded by H, viii. 104. 

Htabandry^ classification of labourers in, vii. 388. 

Hyder AH Khan (Chief of the Western Division of the Car- 
natic) scheme of the creditors of the Nabob of Arcot, to 
expel him from his territory, iv. 258. Dreadful detras- 
tasion caused by hiM ?n the plains of the Caraatic, S59< 

Jf/yjT^rfAra of the Greeks, what, x. 200, i. 



I. 

Ir/iagmadoiiy what, i. 1 04. No bounds to men's passions when 

they are influenced by it, vi. 239. 
Jmitatiau, one of the passions belonging to society, i. 147. 

Its source and use, ibid. 
Impeachment^ the great guardian of the purity of the consti- 
tution, ii. 292. 
Impey^ Sir Elijah, order to seize the treasures of the Begums, 

carried by him, xv. 415, 16. 
Indecision, the natural accomplice of violence, vi. 937. 
Indemnification, one of the requisites of a good peace, ii. 39. 
Indemnity^ Acts of, probable efiects of them as means of 

reconciling France to a monarchy, vii. 1 87. 
Independence of mind, always more or less influenced by 

independence of fortune, x. 61. 
Indittf people of, classification of, xiii. 6s, 3, xv. 67. 
IndifferencCy pleasure, and pain, tliree stiites of the mind, 

i. 123. 
Indolence, the prevailing characteristic of the fashionable class 

of mankind, x. 150. 
Industry, danger of discouraging it, ix. 388, 9. 
infinite^ artificial, consists of succession and uniformity of 

parts, i. 182. 276. 
Infi?iity, an approach towards it, a source of the sublime, 

i. 166. 1 80. In pleasing objects, a cause of pleasure, 186. 
IfiflucTice of the Crown, operation of it, ii. 229. 
Inheritance, excellency of the principle of it in tlie British 

constitution, v. 78'-8i. 
Injury, IS quick and rapid, justice is slow, xiii. 405, 6. xv. 33. 
IfnwcencCy contrasted with guilt, xiii. 55, 5G. 
Insolvency, who ought to suffer in a case of, v. 222. 

Institutions 
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InUitUtionSf ancient judicial ones in England, intended to 
retard the headlong course of violence and oppression^ 
iii^ 140. Spuodness of the materials) of noore importance 
than the fashion of the work, in political institutions, 
vli. 361. Not subject to the laws that regulate the dura- 
tion of individuals, 366. How to be established, 367, 8. 
Benefits of them, x. 16* 

Interest of a debt, the only thing that can distress a nation, 
ii. 84. 

IntderancCy mischief of it, x. 35. 

Ireland^ danger of a proposed tax upon it, ii. 1 1 s. Early and 
uninterrupted participation in the laws and institutions 
of England, iii. 82. Two letters to the merchants of 
Bristol, relative to the trade of Ireland, 207. Mr. Burke's 
defence of his conduct with regard to it, 367. Recent 
plan for the government of Ireland, vi. 288. The true 
revolution there, when, 339. State of religion there 
before the grant of Pope Adrian, ix. 376. Nature of 
the grant, 377. Importance of Ireland to Great Britain, 
459, 60. Reduction of it by Henry II. 470. Previous 
conditionof it, 471. Nature of the country, z6m?. Mo- 
tives which led Adrian IV. to commission Henry II. to 
reduce it, 474. The English laws said to be established 
there in the reign of John, 518. 

Irish Language, names of the letters of it talcen from the 
names of several species of trees, x. 473. 

IsifCratesy remark of his, in one of his orations against the 
Sophists, i. 5. 

Italy, the original inhabitants of the same race as the peo- 
ple of northern Europe, x. 167. Its situation from a 
remote period, 168. 

J. 

Jaghites, Indian, nature of them, xv. 385, 6. 

Jacobinism by establishment, what, viii. 1 70. 

Jacobins, their character, vii. 159. ix. 404. Their object, vii, 

Jaequii ie, in France, insurrection and subjugation of it, vi. 219. 
Jehyl, ^\t Joseph, extract from his speech at the trial of 

Dr. Sacheverel, vi. 160-3. ^^8. 175. His character, 159. 
Jevos, a source of great revenue to William the Conqueror, 

X. 399. * 

Job, a passage in that book amazingly sublime, i. 166. The 

noble descriptioh of the war-horse, 170. And of the 

wild ass, 171. And of the unicorn and leviathan, ibid. 
tJohiy King of England, brief account of his reign, x. 503. 

Judgment 
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Judgment and Wit, differertce between them, i.i 06/' Oti)^ 
\t6 riegjiilate the rfeports at* the fietases'j'i^i^i^, V. A 

coii^.)^ disdrimln^ron the greatest enemy to iiir'a<;curate 

jiidgirteirt, Vii, 388. 
Judge^ duty of one, xir. 411. Judged ought to bi the last 

to feel the necessities of the state, iii. 336. ' 

Jurief, not an rastitution suddenly formed, x. 120.' N^t 

instituted by AHi'ed, 9?offf, 294. 
Juridical act different from alegistive one, x 66, 
Jurisprudencey nature and importance of the science, v. i8'i',V. 

Character of it in France, viii. 168. State oftheistw 

of it in England, x. 551. Whole frame of tt alien 

since the Conquest, 553. . ^ 

Justice is slow, injury quick and rapid, xiii. 405, 6. xv. 3^'. 

General observlitions ori it, xvi. 415-17. 

»i ■ • ■ . . ■ 

K. 

f 

Ktppdf Lord, character of him, viii. 64* 

KhaupGhingeSy obserrations on his code, xt. 73. 

Ki&enni^M ctotutes of, prove the ancient existence of tlie spirit 

of tlie Popery laws, vi. 336. •. • » 

KmgiS\e things in which he has an individual ^ohoem, ii. 

379* Nature of his office, v. 357. His extetisive ^ower, 

vi. 62. I . 

A^iNg-^, naturally lovers of low company, iii. ^18. ' In wli4t 

sense the servants of the people, v. 71. 
** Kings Meiij* or ** King's Friends," character of th^' court 

corporation so called, ii. 237-256. » 

Knight-erraxitry, origin of it, x. 44^). ) . 

> 

Labour^ necessary, why, i. 264. Called by the ancients in- 
strumentum vocale, vii. 383, 1$ that on which ^^^^man is 
most to rely for the repayment of his ^capit^f, iiiwf. An- 
cient classification of it, ibid, . . 

Labourer f and employer, an implied con tracts alway^ ^etw^n 
them, vii. 380. His first and fundan^entannt^rej$t,,#hat. 

Labouring poor, impropriety of the expression, v]i. 377^ yiii, 

LacedemoniafiSj at the head of the aristocratic interest* of 

■ *(ireece, vii. 17. ,. » 

J^a,JFo/z(ai?iir.has not an original story, x. 147. \ ' 

Lancaster, duchy and county palatine of, conduct o]f Henry 
, I,y, relative to them, iii. 2O7. 

Lanc/rancy 



Z«<j/7^/Twc, character of tiim, X. 416. t . 

f^dndfd interests, conduct of the French J^Qpublick with 
regard to. them, vii. 19. Landed property the Jrm hasii 
of every stable government, viii. 400, X^ao^ded ee^tates of 
the Crown, remarks on, iii. 271. , , 

Landisforn, brief account of it, x. 276. , ,. 

Langton^ Stephen, his appointment %q the See pf Canterbury 
through the influence of the Pope, x. 516. ^au Oath 
administered by him to John on liis absplution, 525. 
Laixful enjoyment, the surest method to prevent, unlawful 

gratification, vi. 315. 
iizu), remarks on the study of it, 11. 389. , 
Laxus, Missisippi scheme, character of it, v^ 437U, , »; . 
Lax^s of England, essay towards tt^e history of them, x. 549. 
Laws, can reach but a little way, ii. 260, Their .sipverity 
tempered by trial by jury, 297. Superseded by occasions 
of public necessity, iii. 308. 9. Bad ones the worst sort 
of tyranny, iii. 390. Cannot wholly influence manners, 
vii. 417. Civil laws not all merely positive, vili. 1^5, 
Two things necessary to the solid establishment. ef them, 
ix. 350. Equity and utility, the two foundations of tWib, 
353- Ought to be in unison with manners^. xJ '27: Written 
in England, in the native language until the Gorman 
conquest, 557. Written in other northerh nations in 
Latin, ihid. Reason of this difference, ibid, ^ ■ 
Juaivs of Canute the Great, remarks on them, x. 560. Review 
of the sanctionsof the ancient Saxon laws, 561. Sources 
Ml, : of them,: 564. ^ 

Laws , Mahometan, sources of them, xiii. 197/ 

Gentoo, sources of them, xiii. 2po. 

•* Latv of neighbourhood,** what, viii. 185. 
** Latv Suit" observations on that Comedy, x. 156. 
Learning an attention to it necessary to Christianity, x. 
' 271, 2. Contributed, in the early ages, to the influence 
of the cler^, 457, 8. 
Lechmefty Mr. e^^tract from his speech at the trial of Dr. 

Sacheverel, vi. 149. 
Legi'slativetl^iy riot to'be exercised without regard to the 
' general opinion of those M'ho are to be ^ovehied, iii. 179. 

A legislative act different from a juridical one, x. 6Q, 
Legislation, important problem in it, vii. 416. 
Legislators, bound only by the great principles of reason and 
equity, and the general sense of mankind, iii, 144, 5. 
Character of a wise legislator, v. 305, His duties, vii. 
416. ix. 348. The mode of proceeding of the ancient 
legislators, v. 330. 

Legislature 
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it, with rfjKiril to lb« fa^ciiMtiim iif lfi# (^mrifi vi/ Y^f^ 

L0nglhj u$0 gf§ui in huWAinpf pr^u(likM to gfAfl^t^tir (ff 

X^/. pntin of It, tihui, «r. n7/ 

lAMingt mi tb« cfritn# r>f «rt ItlltCffMtf |i«opl«« «« 1 14^ 

Lttffiy mtA Cmnnmeo, tfi«r two tttitin muf^i of (low^ t^ 
<lfi»«t IWfdJft, 111, 7, MUffikpi* ttboot Uh¥tiy, 184,/^/ 
CtiNWH limg rxiifi whfff§ tbir p«opl« Afc^ g(mi^»lty mr^ 
rypt, iiiii, Ni*€««%lty of ri*(^ultttltfff Iti, v. ^7. 4,13/ MW 
mmt nrp nimU^f^A fttr U, vii O4. Mr# HUfk^V d^lftfftiiw 
tit hh {(Umn ematftnlnn H, 1 iM, Im, 4^4. DIMc'dltr ^n 
rmttfivMrti't? rttt<<<l to iinlf^ jMiWk'k nmJ fffivftt^ Jlwwrv, 
th tf/Jg, Hftvl^w of Ihif t'ttM»«f» of tbo H4*toltitlo« Jw 
flivotff of it in tb« roif^rt of King «folio, %. fy4ih 

tAghlf piHUtm^ Ml U\p% iHi gfeuin§Mf 1. if)0« Wlt^ ^r#^. 
iit#i rrrNOolilw ditrkfirfiM» in it^ ^ecif^i f()f« Ligl)l»ml 
rifirtt i$oloiir» MMfbvotirftbb l^y tin* mhUmPt iiH» 

tMufgy of tile K»tAl>li»b«rd Church, ultomiiof) lo It, %, 14. 

X«>«i#, Mr. no ofiloioii of hU eoo^irfoio^ pSmmtf^ nnA ii^Ui^ 
eim^U\^^A^ \» 196. nil oploloff tm^^nSn^ iUfim^ 
coriAi<tf^«(J, "iiCh ^ 

t.i0$i0im^iit « rMfiftA (^ Mn 00 tli» «^lfiF«ri (tf miMifHt^ p(l<Mg^# 
io tilt* works of Of jitor/» aoiI popitt, I, i,^,^^ 

l>y it on the lmlttoc^« at \he Coo*»fitMtJmi io ihe tm^u ^ 
( W^rt \\, il. tiiL, lofliiiW('o of It, 445. fli« frel^feu* 
tmrt of flip ('ofiMitfHioh, yll, ^7jJ, 
t,tmmit»n^ A goiififo of thi^ i^iihlimt^, h 1^4. 

Louh XI V/ Mm ^omhiH. At th(? p^titio ^ l\y%^\u\i ^ f^tifrnt 
jjlvwi by lilm f(ir ihf r^votftf loo of tbe odfiit «^Miittt//, i*/ 

*^4?'J^ Hi* llWike t^> tti» Ollrii^t^r Loutoi»rV#.0^^// 

/><w/i XvL bttfbaron» trtiiitoirtit c%p^t\ieii^ UyMm Mi i\ip 
Mtryolutiott, y. iaH-148. vi, »5?, tfojtf^Uy tftiiM »n 
urbitrufy mamnh t iWrmt^td ^iffito lo wh^i b« m»tt np^ 
minl^A l>v tlm retolunooiitu, a^jj 8* vl, tta, 6, vJi, d^, 
N<^ t)i« /{fttt mun^ of the &tlii by wblcb be #ti^r«d, 
f}i» <hAm(^t«r, viii. tf^7, Cbitrtt«t«r of bU broth«fi, 
vll, t4y, 

/,«^, iti> lo'ltflo «ftd nttttir^, I, lyji, ti, ^7. The yby^i^li'itl 
tJttii»« i/lt, whttt, «^/>, Obfirrtttf Joo» on tW Jot«f mp»fim^ 
i4f ihp\t lUMren, %i, 34/), Ami 011 tbc lot© of i^'ouotry, 
////// V. 100. ,v/i. 

LuetHlun, 
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Lucrethuy passages from him, illustratire of the theory^ the 

sublime, i. 175. 315. 
Luxury f some good consequences of it, ii. 203. A tax on It, 

the only contribution that can be called voluntary, 

viii. 36*2. 

M. 

Machiavely an observation of his on war, i. 17. A maxim of 

his, ix. 4'i. 
Idadmen, singular fact concerning them accounted for, 1. 162, 
Magna Charta^ observations on it, v. 75. vi, 328. Origin 

and nature of it, x. 532-35. 
Magnanimiti/ in politicks oflen the truest wisdom, iii. 126. 
Magnificence, a source of the sublime, i. 187. 
Magnitude^ in buildings necessary to .the sublime, i. i8j. 

Mahomet Rheza Khan, arrested by Mr. Hastings, xiii. 448. 
Mahometan government, character of it, xiii. 175,6. Pro- 
gress of the doctrines of Mahomet in Hindostaq, xiii. 76. 

Mahometan laws, sources of them, xiii. 197. xv. 78. 

Majority, in a commonwealth, what, v. 109. vi. 215, 16. 
Not true that in all contests the decision will be in their 
favour, X. 56. 

Malesherbesy murdered by the French revolutionists, ix* 38. 

Malvoisins, what, x, 445. 

Man becomes, in his progress through life, a creature of 
habit and opinions, iii. 191. xvi. 117. 

Manifestoes, on what occasion commonly made, vii. 119. 
Matters usually contained in them, ibid. 

Manilla ransom, remarks on it, ii. 182. 

Manners, while they remain entire, correct the vices of law, 
iii, 152. Corrupted by civil wars, ibid. Maintained in 
Europe for ages by the spirit of nobility and of religion, 
V. 154. In Kngland, influenced by France, 156. Had 
done alone in England what institutions and manners 
togedier had done in France, vii. 23. Statesmen ought 
to know what appertains to them, 417. Of more im- 
portance than laws, viii. 172. Laws ought to harmonize 
with them. x. 27. 

Mdnsfield, Lord, his declaration on rules of evidence, xiv. 
'3»5,6. 

Mara, an ancieht Saxon goddess, x. 261 . 
Maratta, invaded by the East India Company, iv. 28. Treaty 
" widi them, 30. 

Marriage, importance of the Christian doctrine concerning 
it, viii. 174. Endeavours of the French National As- 
sembly 
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tembly to desecrate it, 1 75. Restraints upon it in the 

reign of King John, x. 536. 
Marriage Act^ principles upon which it is founded, x. 135. 
Mathematical and metaphysical reasoning different from 

moral, x. 74. 
Matrimony i its objects, x. 136. 
Mazarifiy Cardinal, not loved by Louis XIV. v. 359. Say* 

ing of his on settling the match between Louis XIV. 

and a daughter of Spain, ix. 14, 1.5. 

Medtterranean Sea, importance to England of keeping a 

strong naval force there, viii. 312. 
Meer Jaffier^ appointed Nabob pf Bengal, xiii. 97. 
Merchants^ English, evidence given by them to Parliament, 

respecting America, ii. 171. 179. Qualities of them, 

what, iv. 95, 
Mercy y not opposed to justice, vii. 193. ix. 277. Consists not 

m the weakness of the means, but in the benF^ty of 

the ends, ix. 182. 
Metaphysician^ nothing harder" -than the heart of a thorough 

bred one, viii. 56, = ' 

Migration^ in early times, caused by pasturage and huntfifg, 

X. l8o. And by wars, 181 • 
Mililioy probable origin of it, x. 485, •^^•-« ;'"*^:' '^ 

Mt/rraiy life, observation on it, viii. 365. ' ■^•'«, 

Military officer, the qualifications of an'ableone'i^vHi;'3^>^. 
Milton, his admirable description of Death, 1. 161. .Hfe'fcefe' 

brated portrait of Satan, 164. His fine 'dfeit^^i^ttc^A'fef 

the Deity, 191. Exanqple froni him of tfie^bfe'diitffttin 

sounds, 950. Of noble painting, 319. ' ' * // . 

Ministers, conduct of several, during the French* 'KeVbfiiffiJh, 

vii. 62. British, to be controlled b^ the Hoh'^^tif 

Commons, 285. Observations ofa their dutj. in 'gWing 

information to the puWick, ix. 7. •»,. loiP 

Minority, advantages possessed by a discontented o^e oykxtfy^ 
majority, viii. 141, 2. . ' .., ' > u 

3fii/a^05, why venerated by the Druids, X. 196. . ..♦/!^i 

Modes of life, advantages of them, v. 283. Injustice of dis- 
turbing them, ibid. 

Modesty, excellence of it, i. 232. vii. 371. Ought to be re- 
gulated, ibid, ... 

Mogul Empire, Charter granted by it to the Ea^V,]^^ 
Company, iv. 161, note. xiii. 22. ' ". . ;'. 

Mogid^ the Great, sold by the East India. Com pan j> iv* 2(|* . 
Treaty with him alleged to be broken by them,; j*?. 
Conspiracy to murder his son, xiii. 109. 
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Mohun, Lord, extract from the account of his trial, tci v. 

319' ' " 
Mona^ (the Island o£ Anglesea) the principal residence of tKcf 

Druids in the beginning of the reign of Nero, x. 2io. 

Reduced by Suetonius Paulinas, 210, 11, 
Moral duties, not necessary that the reasons of the practice* 

of them should be clear to all, i. 7. 
Mortality^ a general one, always a time of remarkable 

wickedness, x. 88. ^ 

Monarchy, preferred by Bolingbroke to . other governments, 

V. 232. One of its characters^ to have no local Beat, 

vii» 1.51. , 

Monasteries, advantages of the early ones,^ v, 285, 6. x* 271, 
Money, the value of it how to be judged, viii. 352, 
it/onie^^' Companies, dangerous, to tax gr^at ones^ ii. 103^ 

Ought to be (Jlowed to set a value on theic money< viii. 

354. 
-r—«-«<7 interests, when formidable to. a. government, v. 281,4-;/' 

Monk, General, character of the army commanded by him, 

vi-44. V 

Monopoly of authority, an evil ; of capital, a benefit, vii. 3^7, 
Montesquieu, his remark on the legislators of antiquity, v. 

332. Character of him, vi. 263. His erroneous character 

of the people of India, XV. 67. 
Moral order of things, the view of great disasters in it 

attended with similar advantages to those whiph we 

derive fr.om a contemplation of miracles in the physical, 

V. 157. Moral questions never abstract, x. 58. Moral 

reasoning different froni mathematical, 74. 
MuUUudesy shouting of a great one, a cause. of the subliqie, 

i. 195. : A maj^ority of the multitude, told by the head, 

not the PfiOPLE, vi, 219-216. 
Munny Begum, appointed by Mr. Hastings to succeed Man 

hornet Rheza Khan, xvi. 1^5. 
Musick, observation concerning the beautiful in it, i, 250, 
Mystery, in all matters of policy, infers a fraud, xvi. 6* 

N. 

' •• • . . * . ' 

Nabob of Arcot (Mahomet Ali) the Subah ofDeccansoId 
to him by the East India Company, iv. 25. Nature of 
his debts, 187. 209. 217. 

Nabob of Ottde, treatment of him by the East India Com- 
pany, iv. 44. 

Nantz, edict of, reason assigned by Louis XIV. for the re- 
▼ocatioD of it, ix. 359. Obsenrations on it, 2599 60. 
Vol. XVI. G o Naples, 



450 INDEX. 

Naples^ how likely to be affected by the Rerolutlon in France; 
vii. 35, 

NatioHy state of it in 1770^ ii. 220. Speculation of the 
ministry on the cause of it^ ssi. Animadversions on 
them, 222. 

^' Nation^ present state of the," animadrersions on a pamphlet 
so called, ii. 9. Purpose of it, 12. 

National Assembly of France, correspond* with the Revo- 
lution Society of London, v. 32. Character of it, 102. 
297. Studies recommended by it to thp r youth of 
France, vi. 30. Endeavours to imitate Rousseau, ibid. 

Natural power in man, the senses, the imagination^ and the 
judgment^ i. 99. w.. ..,.-^..v 

Nature, state of, inconveniencies of it, i. 11. 

■ '■ the eocial, impels a man to propagate hit priacipks, 
viii. 237. . ; 

Navigatiouy Act of, observations on \i, ii. 144. 

Navy, th)& great danger of economical experiments upon it, 
ii. 104. , 

Necessity, invincible, remarks on it, viii. 348. , . 

Negro SkviGRy remarks on all attempts to excite an ipsurrec* 
.tion aonong them by proclamation in the ooloities, ix.. 

• 'i85.- .. ■ .... r,. 

iViegfno Code, sketch of it, ix. 385. ... ;; , 

Neighbourhood, law of, what, viii. 1^85-7. * • -_ .. 

NmfoHsdland, view of the trade with it, ii. 7«. . '', . ,, ^ 

Nevospapers, powerful influence of them, in producifig the 
ilevolution in France, vii. 24. 

^ezzar, or Nezzeranah, what, xiii. 432. v.fi 

Night, a cause of the sublime, i. 160. 193. 

Norman conquest, extraordinary &cility of it, x« 3^2^., .At- 
tempt to account for it, 323. The great era of the 
English laws, ^6^, 

Normandy, reunion of it to the crown of France, x. 512, 13. 

Nofth, Lord, observations on his character^ viti, 14, ix,. 249* 

Novelty, the first and simplest 9oiiree af ■ pleafqr^ to the. 
mind, i. 121. The danger of indulgmg a 4e8ir& for it 
in practical cases, vi. 92, 

^ufti/{;omer accuses Mr. Hastings of corrupticm^ xiil, %M^^ 
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O. 



Oaky the, why venerated by the Druids, x. 195. 

OcM, The coronation, observationB on it with respect to the 
Roman Catholicks, vi. 319. 

Obscurity^ generally necessary to produce an impression of 
terror or sublimity, i. 160. Why more afiecting than 
clearness, 164. 

Ohstinacyy though a great and very mischievous vice, closely 
allied to the masculine virtues, ii. 424. 

Office^ men too much conversant in it, have rarely enlarged 
minds, ii. 390% 

Offices^ the meanest, why held in feudal times by considerable 
personS) iii. 276. 

Officers^ military, nature of the fortitude requwed of them^ 
viii. 369, 70. 

Opinion^ popular, an equivocal test of merit, viii. i€. The 
gtnerality of it not to be judged of by the noi^ of the 
acclamation, 142. Fubltck opinion the basis of authority, 
ill. 179. ix. 178* X. 97. 

O/ftntdHf, men impelled to pfopagate their omn by the Social 
nilture, viii. 937. Frequently guide and direct Ihe af- 
fections, 290. X. 45. The most decided oflen iEttated 
in the form of questions, ix. 24. The fntereidt and duty 
of government to attend much to them, x.'4j^. 

Oppression, the poorest and most illiterate, proper Judges of 
' it; vi. 346. 

Orangey prince of, (aflerwards William III.) extracts from his 
Declaration, vi. 181. 

Ordealy purgation by it, x. 354. 

Oudcy extent and government of it, xv. 283. 

P^f pleasure, and indifference, the three states of the mind, 
''^ i. 123. Difference between the removal of it and positive 
'plCMffare) IS5; Catise of h, 259. How a cause of 
delight, 263. 
FadiWy TfumuiSy remarks on his character, ix. 62, 3. x» 4^. • 
Painting and Poetry, when the pleasures arising from either 
sprmg from the pleasures of imitation, and when from 
those of sympathy, i. 148. 
Pandulphy the Pope's legate, his politick dealing with king 
Jonn, X. 521. Parallel between his conduct to king 
John, and that of the Roman Consuls to the Cartha- 
ginians in th« last Punipk war, 523. 

a o 2 Papal 
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Papal pretensions, origin of them, x. 437, 8. 

Papal power, uniform steadiness of it in the pursuit of its 
ambitious projects, X. 518. 

Papal states, how likely to be affected by the Revolution in 
France, vii. 36. 

Parliament^ remarks on it, ii. 286, 7. Power of dissolving it,' 
the most critical apd delicate of trusts vested in the 
crown, iv. 152. Disadvantages of triennial parliaments, 
X. 81-9. f 

Parliamejit of France, character of it, v. 366, 7. Obser- 
vations on its subversion, xvi. 418. 

Parliamentary disorders, ideas for the cure of them, ii. 
318-24. 

Parsimony^ a leaning towards it in war may be the worst 
management, ii. 59. 

Party divisions inseparable from free government, ii. 9. 
Character of a party, 335. Mischievous tendency of 
them, ix. 425. t^ 

Passionsy all belong either to self-preservation or society, 
i. 132. Final cause of the difference between those that 
belong to self-preservation and those which regard the 
society of the sexes, 1 36. Those which belong to self- 
preservation turn upon pain and danger, 150. An in- 
dulgence of them mcompatible with freedom, vi, 64. 
Strong ones awaken the faculties, viii. 143. Do not 
always indicate an intirm judgment, 295. I'assions 
which interest men in the characters of others,; x. 151. 
Mere general truths interfere very little with them, ix. 

Pasturage and hunting weaken those ties which attach men 
to any particular habitationy^x. 180. 

PauluSf observations of his on law, ix. 354. 

Peace, requisites of a good one, ii. 39. A judgment may be 
formed of what it is likely to be, from the steps that are 
made to bring it about, viii. 100. A good. ground of.'it 
never laid until it has been nearly concluded, 110.. An 
arrangment . of it in its nature a permanent settlement, 
221. 

People, accurate idea of the term, vi. 210.^ Danger of dn 
abuse of it, vii. 127, Temper of them the chief study 
of a statesman, ii. 219. Not always blamable in. time of 
publick disorders, 224. Generally fifty years, behind- 
Iiand in their politicks, 226. A connexion with their 
interests a necessary qualification of a minister,, 263. 
Sense of them how to be ascertained by the King, 2C7. 
Ought to have the power to protect their representatives, 
. 302. 
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302, Liberty cannot long exist where they are generally 
corrupt, iii. 201. People of England love a mitigated 
monarchy more than even a good republick, vi. 184. 
Danger of teaching them to disregard their moral obli» 
gations to their governors, 202. The natural control on 
authority, 204. Dangerous tendency of a power capable 
of resistmg even their erroneous choice of an object, ix. 
322. Points in which they are incompetent to give 
advice to their representatives, x. 75, 6. 

'Penal statute of William III. against the Papists, repeal%of 

it, iii. 385-95- 
Perfection not the cause of beauty, i. 231. 
Persecution^ religious, an observation of Mr. Bayle on it, 

ix^ 365. General observations on it, 429. 

Persecutory a violent one, frequently an unbeliever in his own 

creed, ix. 95. 
Peskcufihy what, xiii. 432. 
Petersy JIugh, remarks on his sermon> v. 132, 3. 
Petition of Right, recognises the inheritable nature of the 

English Grown, v. 76. 
PMhsopkical enquiries, how to be conducted, 84. Use of 

: »them^ 87.^ * 

PlMos(»phtfy Lord Bolirigbroke's, animadversions on it, i. 6. 
Pk^ickt theprofession of it, in ancient times, annexed td the 

,.< priesthood, x. 195. 
Physiegnomy has a considerable share in the beauty of the 

.human species, li 243. 
P^rmog-e^^'enrly advantages of them, X. 272, 3. 
Pitty Mr., remarks on his conduct, vii. 286. His admirable 
^. yoD^c^tf^iW on the war with the French republick, viii. 
132-4. ix. 16-18. Eulogy of his speech on. the war 
\vith France, viii.' 275. ' 

Pbite.Billi'^r9po$e& remedy for Parliamentary disorders, 

''■•»jw.38*fc.^"'' •■'•"■•• 
Piagtteh^n AtheniB axld in London, wickedness remarkably 

^/^ prevalent during their continuance, x. 88. 
P/f»f«ttfV'ft9d'Painw:t>b9efvatioQS on them, i. 123. Pleasure, 
pain, and indi£Perence, three states of the mind, ibid, 
nr P^eas^rea iwhich bdong to society, 134. 

P§i^y more powerful than paititing in moving the passions, 

^'<* i;'l63^ i>o^ not depend for its eflPect on the raising 

^ ^ sensible images, 302. This exemplified, 308. Affects 

^'^ktHer by ftympathy than imitation, 315. Descriptive 

5:^poetlpyi^p^ates chiefly by substitution, 316. 

Pvtdhdl&ikrktier of the revolution there, vi. 243. Con- 
^tt^^i^Hvittitli^ revolution in France, 246. yii. 28^ 29. 

G G 3 Policy, 
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Policyy a refined one^ the parent of conlUskm, iiu 31. Tip 
separable from justice, ▼. 283. 

Political economy had its origin in England, vHi. 97. 

Political connexion, held honouraUe in the ancient common- 
wealths, ii. 333-4. Remarks on it, 335-4V ^^ ^"J"' 
dicious or mischievous system tiot neces&arily of short 
duration, vii. 55. 

Politiciany duty of a true one, v. 431, 3, 4. 

Politicks ought to be adjusted to human nature, ii. 170. 
DifiPerent in different ages, 225. Unsuitable to the 
pulpit, V. 43. 

Polyhius^ anecdote concerning him, vi. 350. 

PooTy the labouring, their poverty owing to their numbers, 
vii. 376. Proper compasfflon for them, what, 377. viii. 

367, 8. 

PopCy the, his disputes with Henry I. x. 439. Treatment 
of him by the French Revolutionists, viii* 309. His 
motives for giving Henry H. a commission to conquer 
Ireland, x. 474. 

Popular election, remarks on, x. 73. 

Popular opinion, an equivocal test of merit, viii. iG. 

Population^ rapid increase of it in America, iii, 35, State of 
it, a certain standard by which to estimate the effects of 
a government on any country, v. 235. Review of the 
state of it in France, ibid. Effects of peace and war on 
it compared, viii. 375. 

Porunday treaty of, broken by Mr. Hastings, xvi. 400 . 

Power, all sublimity a modification of it, i. 168, 169. Ori- 
ginates wholly from God, xiii. 166. Incompatible with 
credit, ii. 132. The civil power, when it calts in the aid 
of the military, perishes by the aid it receives, ii. 278. 
Abitrary power steals upon a people, by being rarely 
exercised, iii. 151. Persons possessed of power ought 
to have a strong sense of religion, v. 173-188. Difficulty 
and importance of managing it well, 285, 7. Not easify 
abandoned, vi. 13. Dissension in the commonwealth 
mostly concerning the hands in which it is. to be placed, 
202. Necessity of teaching men to restrain the immode- 
rate desire and exercise of it, ibid. Active power never 
placed by wise legislators in the hands of the multitude, 
ibid. Danger of a resumption of it by the people, 209. 
Not always connected with property, vii. 51, The 
possession of it discovers a man's true character, viii. 
238. Men will make the greatest sacrifices to obtain it, 
X. 86. The supreme power in every constitution must 
be absolute, xiii. 172. Ends to which a superintending 
controlling power ought to be directed, xv. 340. 

PrejudicCf 
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** '■■ Pr^j^^'i^not be created, ix. 405. 
Vt- Prec'd^ijie^ remarks on the exercise of it, iii. 180, 1. 
''■' Pfeiiytffi^um, remarks on it, vii. 177, 8. 
■ 'I'v fthtnjAiim, part of the law of nature, v. 276, The mwt 
^f^)^ .'■: ' recognised title in jurisprudence, ix. 451. x. 96. 
..-J^.''.j'rice, Doctor, observations on hia sermon, t. 40. 50. 112. 

".■-■"'r.. ■ -}-^5- 131- 

'. Yf ji^i-ff^e of commodities, how raised, vii, 386. Danger of 
,{^?-^\>''\ Attempting to raise it by authority, 387. 
' fyiljRi^firaogtmfure, right of, impolicy of tsJting it away, ix. 328. 
V 'j'^S^^^"^*?"^ "^ " ^^^^ cannot distress a nation, ii. 84, 

\ -i'r'i^i^yic/patities, the, Mr. Burke's prc^osal to unite them lo the ' 

'i l,^^,^ivalio7ts, all general ones, great, i. 177. 

■" ^*%:Prqfit, an honest and fair one, the best security agailut; , 

f ,.■'■"'■ avarice and rapacity, iii, 316. 

; Property migtit greatJy to predominate over alrility in the , 
■■ , I representation, V. 107. Importance of the power of ' 

.'■; " ! perpetuating it, 108. Not ins^arably connected with' 

; ;.. . '_ power, vii. 51. 

' ■. ■ , P;-o^ortjoB, what, i. 205. Not the cause of beauty in vege- 
^ • ; tables, 207. Nor in animals, 2 10. Nor in the human 

' species, 212. Whence the notion of it arose, 3i8. 
Proaperilif discovers the real character of a man, vi. 26. ' 

A constant prejudice in favour of it, vii. 144. 
Protestant Association, animadversions on it, iii. 382. 415. 
\ ; .' .. Protestant Ascendancy, observations on it, ix. 426. 

. ;' . I'rotestant, in what sense it was declared that the state should . 

.■ ■ . ' be so at the Revolution, vi. 316. ' 

Protestantism, at no period established, undefined, in Englan<f, / 

--_; vi. 316-19. _ . ■; 

■ :;- Protestants, errors of the early ones, iii. 384. Miscondiict 
.V)''\ of those in the south of France at the French Revolution, ' 

;^;:;-; vii. 176,7. 

■;*■■;; provisions, trade of, danger of tampering with it, vii. 375. 

'.j/'.-y-. Prudence, the first in rank of the political and moral virtues, 
■;;/,' . vi. 98. Its decisions differ from those of judicature, 309. 

H^ Its rules and definitions seldom exact, never universal, 

if-- vm.87. 

5'^^- Fsalnu, abound in instances of the union of a sacred awe 

>lj" . with our ideas of the Deity, i. 175. 

-,■;. /"tii/ici affairs, state of them previous to the formation of the 

," Rockingham administration, ii. 148. Publick men not 

.■V 3II equally corrupt, iii. jijS. Publick service, means of 
rewanling it necessary in every state, 310-16. 

■ ■* 064 Puniskntent, 
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Punishment^ considerations necessary to be observed in in^ 

fllcting it, vii. 195. ix. 268. Inflicted by the Saxons^ 

remarks on the nature of it, x. 359, 60. 
Purveyance and receipt in kind, what, iii. 279, 80. Taken 

away by Charles 1 1. 280. And afterwards revived, ibid. 
Pythagoras f his discipline contrasted with that of Socrates, 

X. 190. Silence why enjoined by him, ibid* 

R. 

Raleighy Sir Waltery addressed in harsh language on his trial, 
by Lord Coke, xv. 24, 5. 

Ransom^ by auction (in American taxation) method of it 
impracticable, iii. 114. 

Jtaymondy Count of Tholouse, engages in the Crusade, x. 424* 

Reason^ sound, no real virtue without it, vi. 30. Never incon* 
venient but when it comes to be applied, ix. 356. 

Reasoners, men often the worst reasoners for having been 
ministers, ii. 94. 

Reform, in government should be early and temperate, iii. 
247, 8. And slow, V, 305, 6. 

Reformationy different from change^ viii. 19. Observations 
on it, ix. 319, 20. V. 304, 5, 6. vi. 136. x. 72, 

Reformation, The, observations on it, iii. 383. Effects of it, 
vii. 14* 

Reformations, in England, have all proceeded upon the prin- 
ciple of reference to antiquity, v. 75. 

Reformers, English, conduct of them, v. 272, 3. 

Regicide, by establishment, what, viii. 169, 70. 

Religion, the Christian, overcame all opposition, x, 25. The 
magistrate has a right to direct the exterior ceremonies 
of It, 31. Writers against it, never set up any of their 
own, i. 8. Effects of it on the colonists of America, 
iii. 52. The basis of civil society, and the source of all 
good, and of all comfort, v. 1 73. Respected in England, 

1 76. A strong sense of it necessary to those in power, 

177. 188. Mischievous consequences of changmg it, 
except under strong conviction, vii. 179. 

Religiotis opinions, not the only cause of enthusiasm, viii. 237. 

Repetition of the same story, effects of it, vii. 25. 

Representation, of America in the British Parliament, impos- 
sible, ii. 139. Ought to represent the ability as well as 
the property of a state, v. 107. Comparison between 
the representation of England, and that of France in the 
National Assembly, 336. Virtual representation, what, 
vi. 360. Naiural, what, viii. 141. 

Represetttationf 
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Representation to his Majesty on the speech from the Throne, 

iv. 139- . 
Representative, his duty to his constituents, iii. l8-22» 249* 

344-9- 
Republican Government, remarks on, vi. 133, 4. 

Reputation, publick, how to be preserved, xiii. 1 7. 

Resemblance^ pleasing to the imagination, i. 105. 

Responsibility, nature of it, v. 361. viii. 420. 

Revenge, observations on it, xv. 30. 

Revenue, great importance of it to a state, v. 403, 4. De- 
mands'' great ability for its management, ibid. 

Revolution, the, of 1688, diminished influence of the Crown 
at that time how compensated, ii. 230. Brief remarks 
on it, V. 18-21. vi. 96. Principles of it in the Declara* 
tion of Right, 50. Grounds of it, vi. 148. 

Revolution in France, general observations on it, v. 9-18. 
Characterized as a revolution of doctrine and theoretic 
dogma, vii. 13. 

Revolution Society, correspond with the National Assembly 
of France, v. 32. Its origin and character, ibid, 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, an excellent observation of his on taste, 
vi. 265. 

Rich, need the consolations of religion, v. 193. Their duties 
stated, vii. 376. 

Richard 1. brief account of his reign, x. 489. Parallel be- 
tween him and Charles XII. of Sweden, 502. 

Richelieu, Cardinal, hated by Louis XIII. v. 358. 

Rights, presumed, their effects of great weight in deciding 
on their validity, vi. 228. 

" Rights of Men," theory of, animadversions on it, v. 120-7. 
The rights of men often sophistically confounded with 
their power, 127. 

Robespierre, his character, ix. 66. 

Rochford, Lord, his conduct with regard to Corsica, ii. 273. 

Rockingham, Marquis of, formation of his administration, ii. 
146, State of publick affairs at the time, 148. Character 
and conduct of it, 157. Ideas of it with regard to Ame- 
rica, 177. His lordship's conduct in American afiairs, 

399- 
Roland, character of him, vii. 301. 

Roman Catholicks, Mr. Burke*8 defence of his Parliamentary 

conduct with regard to them, iii. 381. Letter on the 

penal laws against them, vi. 271. Mode of education 

necessary for their clergy, 284. Condition of the clergy 

before the restraints on marriage, 285. Mischievous 

effects of placing the appointment of the Irish Roman 

catholick 
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catholick clergy in the hands of the Lord Lieutenant, 
289 293. 

Boman politicks, under the Empermrs different from those 
which actuated the Republick, x. 219. Procurators 
under the Emperors, why invested with greater powers 
than the Legates, 295, 6. Military ways, origin, nature, 
and extent of them, 229, ^. Nature of the revenuesi 
330. 

Romansy methods by which they held their dominion over 
conquered nations, x. 223-29. 

Jlomey ancient, examples from its histocy to shew the danger 
of an attempt to feed the people out of the hands of the 
magistrates, vii. 403, Destroyed by the disorders of 
continual elections, x. 83. And by its heavy taxes, 232. 
Bounds of the Empire first contracted by Adrian, 233. 
The third great change after the dissolution of the 
Commonwealth, what, 240. 

hotay in the French Republick, remarks on it, vii. 52. 

Rotund^ grand effect of it, i. 183. Accounted for, ibid, 

Rousseauy Mr. Hume*s account from himself of the secret of 
his principles of composition, v. 308, 9. The leaders in 
the National Assembly endeavour to imitate him, vi. 30. 
Vanity his prevailing passion, 32. Brief character of 
him, 32, 3. Totally destitute of taste, 37. His repre- 
htosible ideas on the passions in the Nouvelle Eloise^ 37, 
8. Character of his style, 39, 40. 

Russell, Baron, the first, his character, viii. 38, 

Russia, the Emperoi of, his character, viii. 313, 14. 

i?ww/fln treaty of commerce, ii. 185. 



S. 

Sacheverely Doctor, impeachment of him carried on by the 
Whigs for the purpose of stating the principles of the 
Revolution, vi. 145. Extracts from his trial, 149. 

Salaries y observations on a tax upon them, iii. 250*3. 

Salladiney Sultan of Egypt, Palestine reduced by him,x. 491. 
Defeated by Richard I. 493. 

Sallusty remarks on his finely contrasted characters of Caesar 
and Cato, i. 233. 

Salt, monopolized by the French government, ii. 87. 

Santerrty his brutal conduct to Louis XVI. ix. 11 3, 

Sarazensy their character and operations, x. 37a. 

Savile, Sir George, his character, iii, 392. His act for the 
repeal of a penal statute of William IIL 393-408. 

SaxonSy 
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SAjconSy a brief accoant of thdr laws and institutions, x. 326- 
68. Wholly altered in England since the Conquest, 553. 
Sources of them, 564. The question whether the crown 
was elective or hereditary, discussed, 334. 

Scarcityy thoughts and details on it, vii. 375, Policy of 
Government in times of, 403, 4. 

Scotland^ beneficial effects of its union with England,, iii. 216. 
Remarks on the Church of Scotland, vi. 318. 

Scripture^ indefinite nature of subscription to it, x. 18. 

ScythianSy what part of Europe inhabited by them, x» 166^ 

Selderiy his observations on witnesses y xiv. 416. 

Self-preservation^ the strongest of all the passions, i, 1 32. The 
sublime, an idea belonging to it, 201. 

Senses, general remarks on them, i. 99. Ought to be put 
under the tuition of the judgment, iv. 200. 

Serpenty why an object of veneration, x. 197. 

Shakespeary his description of the king's army in Henry IV. 
an example of the sublime, L i88* 

Shelburney Lord, animadversions on a passage in his speech, 
ii. 140-6. 

Silenccy why enjoined by Pythagoras and the Druids, x. 190. 

Sirachy son of, fine example of the sublime from his Book ef 
Wisdom, i. 189. 

Slaves, not so beneficial to their masters as freemen, viL 393. 

Smellsy remarks on, i. 198-252. 

Smith, Sir Sydney, observations on his conduct, viii. 287^ 

Smoothness, why beautiful ? i. 287. 

Social nature impels a man to propagate hb principles, viii* 
237. 

Society ^ natural, what, i. 12. Notion of, how first taught, 
ibid. Political society, what, ihid. vi. 205. Its continuance 
under a permanent covenant, v. 1 83, 4. Society and soli- 
tude compared, 139. Great object of it, what, ix. 366. 

SocrateSy his discipline contrasted with that of F3rthagora8, 
X. 190. 

Solitude, something may be done in it for the benefit of 
society, vii. 367. 

Somers, Lord, the Declaration of Right framed by him, v. 53. 

Sophiay the Princess, why named in the Act of Settlement as 
the root of inheritance to the kings of England, v. 63. 

Sophia^ St. church of, anecdote of the Greeks assembled there 
when Mahomet II. entered Cor^antinople, ix. 107. 

Sound, a source of the sublime, i. 1 94. Grand effect of a single 
one repeated at short intervals, 195. Intermitting one 
productive of the sublime, 196. The beautiful in sounds, 

249- 

Spain, 
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Spain^ how likely to be affected by the Revolution in France, 
vii. 38. Not a substantive power, 94. 

*Speech^ by Mr. Burke on the American taxation, ii. 350. On 
his arrival at Bristol, iii. 5. To the electors of Bristol on 
being elected, 11. On moving the resolutions for a con- 
ciliation with the colonies, 25. On economical reform, 
331. At the Guildhall in Bristol, upon certain points 
relative to his parliamentary conduct, 355. In rarlia- 
roent on Mr. Fox's East India Bill, iv. 3. On the Nabob 
of A root's debts, 195 On the Army Estimates, v. 3, 
At Bristol, 1780, on declining the poll, iii. 431. On the 
Acts of Uniformity, x. 3. On the Bill for the relief of 
Protestant Dissenters, 23. On the Petition of the Uni- 
tarians, 41. On the Middlesex election, 63. On a Bill 
for shortening the duration of Parliaments, 72. On the 
Reform of the Representation in the House of Commons, 
92. On the powers of Juries in prosecutions for Libels, 
109. Speeches in Westminster Hall at the trial of Warren 
Hastings, eso. xiii. 2. xiv. 278. Speeches in Westminster 
Hall, in reply to the defence of Warren Hastings, esq. 
viii. 1 to 586. 

Spdt^n^ difficulties overcome by him in the study of the law, 

X. 553. 
i^'rt^ffOM liquors, beneficial effects of them, vii. 412. 

Sptm^ Mr. his curious story of Campanella, i. 261. 

Springs the, why the plcasantcst of the seasons, i. 186. 

Stabiliti/y one of the requisites of a good peace, ii. 39. 

Stafford^ Lord, extract from his trial, xiv. 317. Remarks on 
the prosecution, 421. 

'Stamp Act J American, origin and progress of it, ii. 153. Re- 
pealed, 3. 158. Motives for the repeal, 161. 170. Good 
effects of the repeal, 174. 417. 

Stanhope^ General, extract from his speech at the,, trial of 

Doctor Sacheverel, vi. 156. 
Starry Heaven, why productive of the idea of gran4^ur« 

I. 187. 
State, tbot meaning of the terra, vi. 306. Important conipi- 

derations respecting the question x)f vesting it iix SQsfne 

one description of citizens, 309. 

States, varieties in their progress to perfection and decay, viii. 
79. Not necessarily subject to the laws which determine 
the duration of individuals, vii. 3G6. viii. *j^. Thos^ 
which bound their efforts only with their being Duist give 
i^iw to thos^ which will not push their opposition beyond 
their convenience^ 90. 

Statesmen 
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Statesmen should chiefly study the temper of the people, ii. 

218, 19. Character of an able one, v. ^285. vii. 416, 17. 

Differ from professors in the universities, x. 41. 
Stonehenge, grand, why, i. 187.. Observations on it, x. igi." 
Stones t rude ones, why objects of veneration, x. 197. 
Strqffbrdy Earl of, a protestation of the House of Commons 

on his tiial, xiv. 294,5. Remarks on the prosecution, 

422, 3. . 

Sublime and Beautiful, an enquiry into the origin of our: ideas - 

of them, i. 121. Stand on very diflFerent foundations, 237. 

Comparison between them, 253. On the efficient cause 

of them, 255. How produced, 262, 
Sublime, the strongest emotion of the mind, i. 133. Its cause, 

ibid. Its nature, 150. In all things abhors mediocrity, 

192, An idea belonging to self-preservation, 201. Why 

produced by visual objects of great dimensions, 266. 
Succession, effects of it in visual objects explained, i. 273. The 

principle of hereditary succession recognised at the Re- 

volution, V. 51-3. 
Suddenness, a source of the sublime, i. 195, Accounted for, 

ibid. 
Suffering, all must be prepared for it who aspire to act greatly, 

viii. 99. 
Sulli/, M^ de, an observation of his on revolutions in a state, 
ii. 224. • ' " 

Superstition, nature of it, v. 288. 

Surplus, produce, nature, and application of it, v.. 290-4.. 
Sweetness, its nature, i. 288. Relaxing, 291. 
Sympathy, observations on it, i. 140-8. viii. 284. 

T. 

Taille, the, nature of it, ii. 85. 88. 

7fl7m^ry, what, X. 333. 

Tallien, the regicide, his brutal conduct, ix. 115. 

Tamerlane, his conquests in Hindostan, xiii. 77. Remarks 
on his Institutes, 181. xv. 76. 

Taste, discourse concerning it. i. 95. Definition of it, 98. 
Want of it, whence, 115. A wrong or bad one, what, 
116. A good one, ibid. Effect of the judgment upon 
it, 117. Taste and elegance of no mean importance in 
the regulation of life, vi..36. 

Tax upon salaries, remarks upon it, iii. 250-3 , . 

Taxes, mode of levying them in commercial colonies, an 
important and difficult consideration, ii. 114. Nature of 
several in America, 116. Remarks on taxes on different 

establishments^ 
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ifi KftptlfirNli rlfte^ir ffpoti thf r|(f#*fftkin cjf fnxingi Hi. /*,#?. 
U^mntkn mi Ktt|(Mfilf tfitef« vtH .15/;. 
Trrrm^ fif>rrf tli^ ifftiffii nf fltHp(lif, i. 14.1. A rffiiM rrf ffitf 
iiiflftltft^, f/;B. IVmltirfHi nn tififiifffrfiJ tcftttiipti of thtf 

*/>W Arl, fffiitfifffiliott mi It, ti. ^ff/;. 

ThntifM^ Of »^ln unci cltflfAc-fcr of tli^m, n. .'i.iy. 

Thenirirrti (>rfti*ftffirtnt^fit«f rpttiufki mi ffiHii, t< l/jH, tiH. 

{Iffff, .1. ^fl•fll* «h Affffif fifiHiite liy tlif> Ffetioh f^gicfdet^ 

it. f 17. 
Thertflofun, ArrftfM4fin|t fff ( 'fltitff fhiry, chifacttf nf IfJffi, jt. 

<* thrtf H^nh,'* tfm fiiufnrjr of the iifffiir no mllMl> ftlH. Idg, 4. 
7>W IflfmU thr* cfmqtif^ff] with c>mtf|U^fm«, tf. gjj/;. 
Titffrtffhin ih Kfiftlntifl, whiif, t. 974. ihif^hi io m iHfllef iffHl 

Iflfgp. fi. ntn. Nfrt rtppmiH) to Chrlfttifffiity, t. §4. Noi 

nftotnei lit ttir hMithf>ti«« .i^. 
Tnultm, Wf»ft cif, iriJifrlirimH ffif»n«iifp<i of the Rfiglinh Kdteffi- 

tnttil with tvafiu\ to it, tii. ifiB. 
Timn^ttfiuh C*h«fM'«, hl« f;ftrtf«ft*'f, If. 4«'i. 
Trade, 9attn'iln^.9 npi^mn to tH*fiffh wh(^ it onlir iWilttirt^^ ■ rlrf- 

ffffot foffit, ii. frj. Qiiir kiy iinrl ih»pf»1| itm^ rfefl hf Uiit#«, 

ifil. Htntf* of it how to hi* Jmlft^fl of. irili. 4Citf* 
Trtfftf, Hnfffff of, ofl^lr* fffirl cfpffrifl'in* of It, III* .tifi-,^;!, 
Trrfffrfft/, ofitcrvntinri^ on tfif fWVrf of if, i. 144. (ipo^r^t rr- 

mnrkji on it, )( ir^'), (ht»nl ttPf*«ormgf'« nlwujfi thi* ofij^-til 

of it, Xf. I(;7. 

Tffiftiffftfftfftfinif of doifU, ofi^lo of lh»' iWtflrw?, fc. lyt. 
7'rMvnrt'9 Stuff, f,orcl ('okf''«» ffoifirlcji on tff(* n!^€* Of It, iii. 

.1t'» 
Tffttii Coiinril of, frtrrt c»f Un ff^iihitlon^ ff^jipl^tltlg nwir- 

finriM, tl. 'iW/;. 
Trhfffffr, till- forrrt of It, thir |ioof»-^t In elR»fl df nil tMhl« 

n^fffM, I. |M;^. 
Tti^nint f'iiflfiiniMft«, H ifiml t Ant ff|ei*ff of lliHtti n. 8|*8{;« 
Trintnln nnrxMilnn^ m fiHUon Imr, whiit, n. Sfiy, H* 
7*mkfjf^ ptmtf noti^ht thete with tifiilfiy, tiotwilhuUiffdltlg (h# 

known tlAtigrt of itn tefitirf*, x. 80. 
Jgritftft^t Atfttrnrnled ht cottttimetyf it. O7. ThU fllMtfre of It 

oflrfi lurM in tite elulm of itn i*)itrAffi||ittt llb^t/i tl. t4f . 

Nf*ter If^flrnn tnodefitloti frmtt uliftieMitriil vpfrftfttitm, 

iiiii. dfg, Hf;. 
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U. 



Ugliness, opposite to beauty, but not to proportion and fitness, 

nor to sublimity, i. 245. 
Uniformity of parts and succession necessary to our idea of 

artificial infinite, i. 182. 
Universal, nothing universal can be rationally affirmed on any 

moral or political subject, vi. 97. 
Use to be attended to in works of art, i. 188. Use and habit 

not the cause of pleasure, i. 222, 

V. 

FflwjVy, nature and tendency of it, vi. 32. 

Variation, beautiful, why, i. 293. 

Vastness, a cause of the sublime, i. 179. Unity why necessary; 
to it, i. 268. 

Vattel, extracts from his Law of Nations respecting allia^ices, 
cases of interference with independent powers, &c. vii. 
201-215. XV. 109. 

Venice, republick of, its regulations with respect to offices of 
state, vi. 307. How originated, x. 375. Acquires the^ 
island of Cyprus, 492. The only state in Europe wjiich' 
derived any advantage from the crusades, ibid. ' 

Verbal description, a means of raising a stronger emotion than 
painting, i. 162. ;; 

Vice, a transition to it from virtue seldom suddenly mad^^ ii. 1 98, 
In common society receives palliating names, xv, 2S. 

Vices, obscure and vulgar ones often blended with grea|i 
talents, vi. 32. ' 

F/aW/y, civil, law of, what, viii. 185-7. 

Virgil, his description of Fame obscure and magnificent, i. i67. 
The combination of images of a tremendous dignity \ix his 
des<?ription of the mouth of hell, 178. A passage fyom 
him illustrative of the sublime effect of the cries of 
animals, 197. And of smells, 199. Examples of fini; 
painting, 313. viii. 21. 

Virtue, progress of a transition from it to Vice in publick men,^ 
described, ii. 198-202. Will spread as well as Vic0 by 
contact, iii. 201. Enumeration of those virtues which 
cause admiration, i. 232. Enumeration of the ^softer 
virtues, ibid. How far the idea of beauty may be applied 
to it, 234. 

Visual objects, of great dimensions, why sublime, i. 267. Ef- 
fect of succession in them explained, 273. 

Voters, in England, more in the spirit of the constitution t9^ 
lessen than to enlarge their number, ii^ 135. 



*'^- 



I N p f 4f./ 



w. 



yiii. pn. iJan never oe carnea on long against ufie wiii p 
thi people, 139. General obfcrvations on it^ 163. Tbi 
i^6wer of makinff it, why put under the dJHcretion of iki 
crown, ao9, *j. Principle of the law of nature with regarc 



H^ageif the rate of them hat no direct relation to the price of 
proviiloni, vii. 379. 

fFaleit injudiciously and miichievouily governed by England 
for 200 yearn, iii. 84-7. Alteration of the lybtem m the 
reiffnof Henry Vlll 86. 

fVaUip Frederick, prince ofM>rojeot of government devised in 
his court, ii. a3a-5. Coniidered, 23(), 7. Nature and 
design of it, 341 • Name of it, Q56. 

fValpole,mr. ^aftcrwarda Sir Robert), extract from hia speech 
on the tnal of Doctor Sachcvercl, vi. 158. Forced into 
the war with Spain by the people of England, viU 145. 
Remarks on his character, 14O, 7. 

fVaVf the original cause of it often very far from being the 
principal purpose, ii. 43. Economy not easily reconciled 
with it, ^9. Labourers and manufacturers not capable- of 
understanding the grounds of it, vii. 262, War of Englasd 
with the French Uepublick,awar witli an armed ^ocirinf$ .. 
viii. 98. Can never oe carried on long against t^e will pf, .: 

The 
e 
regard 
16 it, ix. 385. 

Warwick^ Earl of, extract from his trial, and obserf atJ4ma on 
it, xiv. 318. i , 

Water y why venerated by tlife Druids, x. 195. # 

fVeainess, human, seldom pitied bv those who applaud fWH' 
perouf follv or successful guilt, vi. *22j. 

Wealthy internal, consists in useful commodities as much aa in 
gold and silver, ii. 74. A certain standard by wkic^ tA 
estimate the character of a government, v. eg8t: Can 
never rank first in England, vii. 23, 4. Ought alwovs to be 
subservient to virtue and publick honour, viii. »8. Re- 
mark of a foreigner on the display of it in the shops in 
London, 405. 

WhigSy the great connexion of them in the reign of Queen 
Anne, ii. 333, 4. The impeachment of Doctor Sacheverel 
carried on by them for the purpose of stating the true 
rinciples of the Revolution, vi. 145. A statement of the 
rinciples of the new Whigs, 147. Another statement 
rom their writings, 187-200. Their opinion with respect 
to the power of the people over the Commonwealth, 200. 

■ Ajtpeal/rom the Netv to the Old^ vi. 73. 

fVUkeSf Mr. hia contest with the court party, ii. 294. Brftfn^iSiV 
for punishing him, 299. 

Wilt 
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Will and Duty contradictory terms, vl. 204, 5. Our duty not 
dependent on it, 205, o. 

William of Normandy, extraordinary facility of his conquest 
of England accounted for, x. 322, Reasons assigned for 
his numerous followers, 377. Brief account of his reign, 
379. Amount of his revenue, 392-401. His character, 
411, 12, 

William Ill.his elevation to the throne an act not of choice but 
of necessity^ v. 52, 3. His judicious appointment of able 
men to the episcopal bench, vi. 17. The spirited address of 
the Commons to him respecting the war against France, 
viii. 'i^^. Origin of that war, 150. Singular address with 
which he conducted it, 157. Address of the House of 
Lords respecting it» 159, 

Wintoun^ JaOta, extracts from his trial, xiv. 305. 

Wisdom of the Son of Sirach, example of the sublTind from it, 
i. 189. 

Wishes^ vehement, the discovery uf 4^hem generally irustrajtes 
their accomplishment, viii^ 101. 

Wit and Judgment, difference between them, \, 106. 

Words, the best meand of communicating the affections oi^t 
mind, i. 162. Affect us in a manner very different fVi)m 
natural objects, painting, or architecture, 302. Thr^e 
sorts of th^m, fdtVf. General words beforie ideas, '2^. 
Effect of them, 306. Aggregate words do not necesiiarn^ , 
topierj^te by presenting images to the mind, 307. Exi^'^ 
plified in the case of Blacklock, 309, and of Saunderi6on^ 
310. Words the only means by which many ideas have ' 
been presented to the mind, 317. Much mischief arises 
from them ix« 433, 4. The world much influenced by 
them, XV. 21. 

Writers^ vjiien they act in a body, have much influence ^n the 
publick mind/v. 2io« 
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